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CHRIST SUMMONS HIS TWELVE DISCIPLES 

 (SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2009) 

SCRIPTURE READING: NUMBERS 1:1-16; MATTHEW 10:1-4 

INTRODUCTION 

Although as a church we don’t follow what is sometimes called the ‘Church 

Calendar’ we do celebrate and remember the great events in the life of Christ 

– His birth, his death, burial, and resurrection. We probably don’t give 

enough attention to Christ’s ascension 40 days after His resurrection and then 

to the Day of Pentecost and the coming of the Hoy Spirit another 10 days 

later. Another very important aspect of Jesus’ ministry, though we cannot 

mark it to a specific time – was His selection of His twelve disciples. Now all 

Christians certainly should be aware that Jesus had disciples. You can’t read 

the gospels without realizing this basic fact. But the importance of Jesus’ 

choice of 12 disciples and His training of them is likely not appreciated, as it 

should be, since it is one of the most important elements of Jesus’ ministry 

before He suffered on the cross on behalf of His people. Part of our goal this 

morning is to see again the vital importance of Jesus’ calling and training of 

the twelve disciples. 

The last two Sundays we studied Matthew 8-9, where I emphasized that the 

mighty power of Jesus in healing the sick, raising the dead, and casting out 

demons also shows His incredible power in creating one new man in Himself 

from both Jew and Gentile. In the healing ministry of Jesus we see that indeed 

He was able to accomplish what the OT prophets often proclaimed – the 

restoration of Israel and the bringing in of the nations. This work was 
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accomplished ultimately in Jesus’ death on the cross but it was a work that 

began in His earthly ministry. This mighty work is also seen in His choosing 

of twelve disciples and in their ministry with Jesus and then in a much greater 

way after Jesus’ ascension. 

In our studies of the first 9 chapters of Matthew, we have already seen the 

calling of five of the disciples. In chapter 4, we have the calling of two pairs of 

brothers, Peter and Andrew and James and John. And in chapter 9, Matthew 

records briefly the story of his calling as a disciple. These are the only 

disciples whose initial callings are discussed. And in reflecting on the first 9 

chapters of Matthew, thus far these disciples have done nothing other than 

follow Jesus. Now at the end of chapter 9, we do see a foreshowing of their 

work as Jesus told them that they should pray that the Lord of the harvest 

send out laborers into His harvest. But other than this, the disciples 

themselves have not done anything worth mentioning. 

Robert Coleman in his important book, The Master Plan of Evangelism, writes: 

It is rather startling to observe in the Gospels that these early disciples 
really did not do much more than watch Jesus work for a year or 
more. He kept the vision before them by his activity, and in his call 
again to the four fishermen he reminded them that following him they 
were to be fishers of men, but it does not seem that they did much 
about it. For that matter, even after they were formerly ordained to 
the ministry a few months later, they still showed no evidence of doing 
any evangelistic work on their own. This observation perhaps should 
cause us to be more patient with new converts who follow us.1 

But now as Jesus began what has been called His Third Tour of Galilee, He 

called together His 12 disciples and gave them important orders for them to 
                                                
1 Robert E. Coleman, The Master Plan of Evangelism, 80. 
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begin ministry on their own for the first time.2 Jesus of course had a perfect 

plan and perfect timing in fulfilling this plan. Here as we begin our study of 

chapter 10, we look at the introduction to this truly important phase in Jesus’ 

ministry.  

The main point of application for us today is that we try to appreciate the 

theological and practical importance of what is introduced in the first 4 verses 

of Matthew 10. We will look at our text in two parts: first from 10:2-4, the 

listing of the 12 disciples, and then second from 10:1, the summoning of the 

12 disciples. 

1. THE 12 DISCIPLES, MATTHEW 10:2-4 

Matthew 10:2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother;  3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus;  4 Simon the Cananite, 
and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. 

I have included in the bulletin a chart which gives the different lists of the 12 

disciples from the four places in the NT where they are found. So the first 

observation that can be made is that this listing is so important for us to know 

that it is given four times in the NT. I think the names of the 12 disciples 

should be memorized. 

Second, you might also notice that the lists are not given in identical order, 

though some names always appear in the same position. And third, a few of 

                                                
2 Coleman, 80. 
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the disciples likely went by more than one name. We will consider both of 

these issues briefly this morning. 

Before I present a summary of what we know about each of the disciples, I 

would like to mention a comment from the New Bible Commentary. “It was 

as a group, not as individuals, that they played their key role in the early days 

of the Jesus movement.”3 So although there are important things that we do 

learn about some of the disciples in Scripture and perhaps from later 

tradition, the emphasis of Scripture is not on their individual 

accomplishments but in what Christ accomplished in and through them as a 

group. 

Let’s look briefly at each of the 12 disciples here and what we know of them 

from Scripture in the case of a few from tradition. 

1. Simon Peter: Matthew’s words concerning Peter point to the fact that he 

was by God’s grace and calling given an important position among the 

disciples shown by the fact that His name was changed by Jesus. After the 

name Jesus, Peter is the most mentioned name in the NT.4 Now word counts 

alone are not the way to establish importance, but they do provide an 

indication of what characters in Scripture we certainly should know. There 

are at least 31 stories and scenes in the NT in which Peter has an important 

role. A little over two years ago we looked in greater detail at Peter’s life. I 

would refer you again to those two sermons which are available online. 

                                                
3 New Bible Commentary, s.v. Matthew 10:1-4. 
4 The name Peter is found 158 times in the NT (NKJV) and 162 times (TR) and 156 times (NA-27). The 
name Jesus is found 960 times (NKJV) and the name Paul is found 156 times (NKJV) and the name John 
is found 130 times (NKJV). 
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Simon was Peter’s name given by his father Jonah or John. Jesus in Matthew 

16, gave Simon the name Peter in Greek or Cephas in Aramaic. Peter’s 

family came from the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. Later he owned a 

house a few miles west in the city of Capernaum. It is very possible that the 

his home, used as meeting place in the early church, has been uncovered by 

archaeologists. 

Besides the gospels and the book of Acts, we of course have the two books 1 

and 2 Peter. We have also touched in the past on Peter’s important role in the 

canonization of the NT along with John. Tradition suggests that Peter was 

martyred in Rome 40 years after he was first called by Jesus.5 

2. Andrew: We know much less about Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. Like 

Peter, Andrew was first a disciple of John. It was Andrew who first brought 

Peter to Jesus.6 Later Andrew brought the boy with the bread and fish to 

Jesus. He also with Philip brought to Jesus the Greeks who wanted to see 

Jesus. On one occasion we see that Andrew was part of the inner group of 

disciples along with Peter, James, and John. Andrew is mentioned only once 

in the book of Acts in the listing of disciples in chapter 1. 

3. James and 4. John the sons of Zebedee: James and John came from 

Bethsaida, the same town as did Peter and Andrew and they worked in a 

fishing business with them. Some believe that James and John were cousins of 

Jesus, identifying their mother Salome as the sister of Mary.7 They certainly 

were not poor; they owned a boat and had men who worked for them. Their 

                                                
5 See the timeline by Eckhard J. Schnabel, Early Christian Mission (Vol. 1), 52. 
6 Schnabel, 266. John 1:35-42. 
7 Ernest L. Martin, Restoring the Original Bible, 314. Contra Schnabel, 267. 
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mother supported Jesus during His ministry.8 Though I won’t go into detail 

now, there is evidence that John was also a priest which is why he was able to 

walk into the quarters of the priests after Jesus was arrested. The High Priest, 

Caiaphas, knew John personally.9 

Jesus gave James and John the title, the Sons of Thunder. It is interesting that 

John, the apostle that speaks so much about love, is shown in the gospels to 

have had along with his brother a very fiery personality. Jesus named them 

well, but we should also consider that the word for thunder is the same word 

that is used for the voice of God. James, John, and Peter were the only ones to 

witness the Transfiguration. And so the title Sons of Thunder also can speak 

to the important work that James and John would have in speaking the Word 

of God.10 James was the first of the disciples to be killed. Herod Agrippa killed 

him in A.D. 41.11 John was likely the last of the disciples to die, though he 

didn’t live an easy or pain free life. After Jesus’ ascension, John served as an 

important leader in the church in Jerusalem. For a time he was a prisoner on 

the tiny island of Patmos from where he wrote the book of Revelation. 

According to reliable tradition he served in Ephesus in the last decades of the 

first century.12 

5. Philip: Philip also was from Bethsaida and was a disciple of John the 

Baptist. It was Philip who brought Nathanael to see Jesus. We read of Philip 

in two other places in John’s gospel. In John 6, Philip declared that 200 

                                                
8 Schnabel, 267. See Matthew 27:55-56. 
9 Martin, 315. See also John 18:15-16 which is cited by Martin. 
10 Martin, 312. 
11 Schnabel, 267. 
12 Schnabel, 267. 
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denarii worth of bread was not sufficient to feed the vast crowd. In John 14, it 

was Philip who said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for 

us.” Philip should not be confused with the evangelist by the same name in 

the book of Acts. 

6. Bartholomew: Bartholomew’s name is likely Aramaic meaning the son 

of Talmay.13 Bartholomew is found in each listing of the disciples, otherwise 

we know nothing else about him from Scripture. It is possible that 

Bartholomew is to be identified with Nathanael,14 whom we read about in 

John 1, and the one who asked concerning Jesus, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?”15 

7. Thomas: Thomas has been unfortunately known at least in recent 

American Christianity as Doubting Thomas. The name Thomas means 

Twin, which is used to identify him two times in the book of John. Thomas 

did at first doubt the resurrection of Christ and was not with the disciples 

when Jesus appeared to them. But the other disciples had their share of 

doubts, also. Later when Jesus appeared to Thomas, He told Thomas to 

touch his wounds and no longer remain unbelieving. Thomas then declared 

to Jesus a very important confession, My Lord and my God.16 

In John 11:16 Thomas is described as a courageous disciple. Although we 

don’t know from Scripture what Thomas did after Christ’s ascension, there is 

reliable tradition that suggests that he ministered in what today is the country 

                                                
13 See BDAG and others. 
14 Schnabel, 268. BDAG also suggests this identification. 
15 John 1:46. 
16 John 20:26-29. 
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of India. The name Thomas and other Christian names are popular among 

people from the province of Kerala in India. 

8. Matthew: Matthew as we noted last week was a former tax collector or 

customs agent. I think the story of his calling is noted in the first three gospels 

because it shows how Jesus called as disciples those who would not have been 

thought by most in Israel to be worthy of that position. But Matthew’s calling 

as a disciple was not because he was worthy but according to the power and 

authority of Christ. Matthew also had the name Levi, which is used in Mark 

and Luke. Matthew’s name is also found in Acts 1, but not after that. 

9. James son of Alphaeus: We know very little about this James who is 

not to be confused with James the son of Zebedee nor with Jesus’ half-brother 

and author of the book of James. This James is sometimes identified as James 

the Younger in order to distinguish him from other men with the same name. 

We don’t know of James’s later ministry from the book of Acts, but later 

tradition states that he was crucified in a city in Egypt.17 

10. Thaddaeus: Thaddaeus is another disciple who likely also had other 

names. In the KJV and NKJV a first name of Lebbaeus is given, a name that 

is not found in all Greek manuscripts. In the books of Acts and Luke, instead 

of the name Thaddaeus, we find the name Judas son of James. So most likely 

Thaddaeus also had the name Judas and that his father was a man named 

Jacob or James. The only recorded words in Scripture that Thaddaeus spoke 

are found in John 14:22 where he asked Jesus, “Lord, how is it that you will 

reveal yourself to us, and not to the world.” An apochryphal book, The Acts of 

                                                
17 Schnabel, 268-269. 
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Thaddaeus, states that he did missionary work in what is today the county of 

Turkey.18 

11. Simon the Canaean or Cananite: Simon has the last name Cananite 

or better Canaean.19 The word Canaean comes from Aramaic and means 

enthusiast or zealous. In Luke and Acts he is called Simon the Zealot. 

Because of this name, some have suggested that he was formerly a member of 

a political party, the Zealots, who were ready to fight to the death with Rome. 

But the name zealot can also refer to those who stood for a “committed 

fulfillment of the law.”20 In Galatians the Apostle Paul describes himself as 

being very zealous, though he was not part of the political movement called 

the Zealots. We are not told anything in Scripture about Simon’s later 

ministry. 

12. Judas Iscariot: Just as Peter is listed first in each of the disciple listings, 

Judas Iscariot holds the last place in each of the listings. The name Iscariot 

most likely identifies the area of Judas’ original home, but there is not 

complete agreement on this and many other ideas as to the meaning of his 

name have been suggested.21 In John 13 we are told that Judas served as the 

treasurer or perhaps even business manager for the 12 disciples. He must 

have been considered reliable and competent in matters related to money. 

Some liberal scholars have tried to suggest that Judas really didn’t betray 

                                                
18 Schnabel, 269. 
19 BDAG: “Numerous mss. replace the apparently unintelligible Kananai √oß with this term in Mt 10:4 
and Mk 3:18. Surname of the apostle Judas in some Sahidic and Syriac versions of J 14:22.” 
20 Schnabel, 269. 
21 See Schnabel, 269. Also see Raymond Brown, The Death of the Messiah, 1410-1416. 
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Jesus and that he is not deserving of the blame that he has been given.22 But 

such are the foolish ideas that sadly characterize much of scholarship. 

 

2. THE COMMISSION OF THE 12 DISCIPLES, MATTHEW 10:1 

Matt. 10:1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He 
gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all 
kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.  

We don’t know how many people during the earthly ministry of Jesus 

considered themselves as disciples. Recall from our study last week in 

Matthew 8 that the man who said to Jesus, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 

father,” was called another of His disciples. But what is clear in verse 10 is 

that Jesus assembled a group of twelve men who specifically were called 

disciples and also apostles. And what we read here in verse 1, is not the initial 

calling together of these 12 disciples. The verb called used in this verse is a 

different verb than what is found in the story of the calling of James and John 

in Matthew 4. The verb here could also be translated as summons. Jesus here 

was bringing together the 12 disciples in preparation for a new and strategic 

part of Jesus’ ministry. The disciples as we will see in a later study were being 

sent on a short-term missionary journey. From Mark’s gospel we read that 

they were sent out in pairs to reach the nearly 150 towns and villages that 

were part of the area of Galilee.23 In verse 2, we read that these twelve 

disciples were also called apostles, that is those who would be sent out and 

given authority to do what Jesus commanded them to do. 

                                                
22 Schnabel, 269. 
23 Schnabel, 305. 
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As I mentioned earlier the significance of these 12 disciples is not in their 

individual achievements, but in what Christ was accomplishing in and 

through them. The twelve disciples or apostles that Jesus summoned 

represented the restoration of God’s people in the last days. The prophets in 

the OT looked forward to the day when Israel would be restored and also 

when the nations would come and be a part of Israel. This great work which 

again was ultimately accomplished on the cross was also demonstrated very 

powerfully in Jesus calling together these 12 disciples. And this also explains 

why the disciples chose a replacement for Judas after his death. It was initially 

important that this witness of 12 remain in the early part of the mission after 

the ascension of Jesus. 

Jesus we see here in verse 1 summoned His twelve disciples and then gave 

them authority or power over unclean spirits to cast them out and to heal all 

kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. We see from verse 7 that preaching 

was also part of this short-term mission but there is an emphasis here on the 

miraculous signs that the disciples were given power to perform. Now 

remember again that up to this point, the disciples really haven’t done 

anything except for being with Jesus. Now on this mission, they were given 

power to do these signs to show to Israel that the kingdom indeed had come 

through the person and work of Christ. So today we don’t believe that God 

has given to his people the same demonstration of power because we are in a 

much different historical context. 

Conclusion: 
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1Cor. 12:28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, 

second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, 

helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 

Eph. 2:19   Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,  20 

having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 

Himself being the chief cornerstone, 

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

Jude 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by 

the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Rev. 21:14   Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them 

were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

I want to quote again from Robert Coleman and his book, The Master Plan of 

Evangelism. 

His [Jesus’] life was ordered by his objective. Everything he did and 
said was part of the whole pattern. It had significance because it 
contributed to the ultimate purpose of his life in redeeming the world 
for God. This was the motivating vision governing His behavior. His 
steps were ordered by it. Mark it well. Not for one moment did Jesus 
lose sight of his goal. 
That is why it is so important to observe the way Jesus maneuvered to 
achieve his objective. The Master disclosed God’s strategy of world 
conquest. He had confidence in the future precisely because he lived 
according to that plan in the present. There was nothing haphazard 
about his life – no wasted energy, not an idle word. He was on 
business for God. He lived, he died, and he rose again according to 
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schedule. Like a general plotting his course of battle, the Son of God 
calculated to win. He could not afford to take a chance. Weighing 
every alternative and variable factor in human experience, he 
conceived a plan that would not fail.24 

                                                
24 Coleman, 24. 
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Benediction – Romans 16:25-27 

Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept 

secret since the world began but now made manifest, and by the prophetic 

Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the 

everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— to God, alone wise, be glory 

through Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 


