
ANSWERING THE ANTINOMIANS – PART 2 
 

Titus 2:11-14 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
• The local Anglican Church put up a sign saying, “Start the day in a positive way” 
 
• Throughout history, God’s people have been hunted down and slaughtered like animals 

because of the message they preached to the world 
 
• It wasn’t a message of positive thinking, it was a call to REPENT 
 

 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand 
 Repent and believe the gospel 
 Repent and be converted 
 Repent and turn to God 

 
• When the world hears that call to repentance, their response is, hatred, persecution and 

murder 
 
• The great unpopularity of this negative message of repentance has led some who claim to 

believe the Bible to attempt to wrest the Scriptures in order to redefine and remove 
repentance from their preaching 

 
• They want to change the gospel message from being offensive to proud, self-righteous 

sinners, so instead of telling them they must repent of their sins, they tell them they only 
have to “believe” to be saved 

 
• Their message is, “God loves you, Jesus died for you, just believe in him and you’ll go to 

heaven” 
 
• Instead of forsaking sin, they are told they can hold onto their cherished sins and still go to 

heaven. 
 
• These false teachers reduce salvation to being nothing more than a “ticket to heaven” 
 
• Why did Jesus Christ give himself for us, according to Titus 2:14? Was it merely to give us 

eternal life and an entrance into heaven when we die, and nothing more?  
 
• No, he gave himself for us, “that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” 
 
Today we will consider more of the false statements made concerning repentance, and answer 
them from the Scriptures 
 
I. “To preach repentance is to preach a works gospel” 
 
“Repentance is not a prerequisite to salvation; for if repentance is required, salvation is based, 
at least in part on works.” (J. Dwight Pentecost, Things Which Become Sound Doctrine, 1965, 
pp. 70, 71). 
 



A. Repentance is not a work of man, but a gift of God’s grace 
 

1. God gives repentance to sinners (Zechariah 12:10; Acts 5:31; 11:18; 2 Timothy 
2:25) 

 
2. God’s goodness leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4) 

 
3. Every part of God’s grace in salvation, including repentance, is given by God from 

heaven (John 3:27; James 1:17) 
 

B. Repentance results in works, but this does not make repentance itself a work 
 

C. In like manner, faith results in works (Ephesians 2:8-10), but this does not mean faith 
is a work 

 
II. “Repentance is the same as faith” 
 
“We would suggest to you from the Word of God that repentance is included in believing. It is 
not a separate act which conditions salvation, but rather it is included in the act of believing” (J. 
Dwight Pentecost) 
 

A. The Bible plainly makes a distinction between the two (Acts 20:21) 
 

1. Repentance and faith are two aspects of man’s response to God’s offer of 
salvation 

 
2. “We believe that Repentance and Faith are sacred duties, and also inseparable 

graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God; whereby being 
deeply convinced of our guilt, danger, and helplessness, and of the way of 
salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession, and 
supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Prophet, Priest, and King, and relying on him alone as the only and all-
sufficient Saviour.” (New Hampshire Confession of Faith, 1833) 

 
B. If repentance is the same as faith, then Christ and the apostles would not have called 

sinners to “repent and turn to God, and to do works meet for repentance” (Acts 26:20) 
 
III. The phrase, “Repent of your sin”, is never found in the Bible 
 

A. The command to repent of sin is found throughout the Bible 
 

1. I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his 
wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one turned to his course, as the 
horse rusheth into the battle. (Jeremiah 8:6) 
 

2. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Repent, and 
turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your 
abominations. (Ezekiel 14:6) 
 

3. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. (Acts 8:22) 

 
4. And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall 

bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the 



uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed. (2 
Corinthians 12:21) 

 
5. And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 

(Revelation 2:21) 
 

6. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into 
great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. (Revelation 2:22) 

 
7. Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 

fornication, nor of their thefts. (Revelation 9:21 
 

8. And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and 
repented not of their deeds. (Revelation 16:11) 

 
IV. “The word ‘repent’ is not found in John’s Gospel therefore it is not necessary for 
salvation” 
 
“Only a resolute blindness can resist the obvious conclusion: John did not regard repentance as 
a condition for eternal life. If he did, he would have said so. After all, that's what his book is all 
about: obtaining eternal life” (Zane Hodges) 
 

A. The absence of a term does not mean the absence of a teaching 
 

1. The Bible does not contain the word “Trinity”, but it contains the doctrine 
 

B. One part or book of the Bible should not be studied in isolation from the rest 
 

1. The Gospel of John does not mention the virgin birth but we know it is true 
according to the whole testimony of Scripture 

 
2. “The arrangement of the four Gospels is in perfect harmony. In the Synoptics the 

call is to repent. In John the emphasis is laid upon believing. Some have thought 
that there is inconsistency or contradiction here. But we need to remember that 
John wrote years after the older Evangelists, and with the definite object in view 
of showing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that, believing, we might 
have life through His Name. He does not simply travel over ground already well 
trodden. Rather, he adds to and thus supplements the earlier records, inciting to 
confidence in the testimony God as given concerning His Son. He does not 
ignore the ministry of repentance because he stresses the importance of faith. On 
the contrary, he shows to repentant souls the simplicity of salvation, of receiving 
eternal life, through a trusting in Him who, as the true light, casts light on every 
man, thus making manifest humanity's fallen condition and the need of an entire 
change of attitude toward self and toward God.” (H. A. Ironside) 

 
3. Even if John’s Gospel did not have the doctrine of repentance, the other Gospel 

accounts, as well as the rest of the New Testament does have it 
 

4. It is the practice of false teachers to base doctrine upon isolated texts of 
Scripture, while ignoring the greater testimony of the Bible as a whole 

 
C. Repentance is at the essence of the Gospel of John, though the word may not be 

employed 
 



1. To be “born again” (John 3:3-7), to be transformed by the power of God, both in 
heart and life, which is repentance 

 
2. Christ taught that saving faith and regeneration lead to a changed life (John 

3:8,19-21) 
 

3. The Samaritan woman demonstrated her repentance by a changed life (John 
4:28-29) 

 
4. Those who are saved obey Christ (John 3:36), practice the truth (John 3:21), 

honour God (John 5:22-24), do good deeds (John 5:29), eat Christ’s flesh and 
drink his blood (John 6:48-66), continue in Christ’s word (John 8:31), love God 
(John 8:42), follow Christ (John 10:26-28), and keep Christ’s commandments 
(John 14:15) 

 
5. John’s Gospel shows Jesus Christ to be very God (John 1:1-18), and that in order 

to be saved, one must receive him personally as Lord and God (John 1:12), 
which necessitates repentance 

 
6. The Holy Spirit convicts unbelievers of their sin (John 16:8), in order that they 

would repent of their sin 
 

7. John, in his first epistle, clearly teaches that salvation is always accompanied by 
a change of life, and is marked by obedience (1 John 2:3-4), truth (1 John 2:20-
27), holiness (1 John 3:6-9) and love (1 John 3:14) 

 
D. Both repentance and faith are required for salvation 

 
1. In some places, both repentance and faith are included together as conditions for 

salvation (Acts 20:21; Hebrews 6:1) 
 

2. In some places only repentance is required (Matthew 9:13; 11:20-21; 21:32; Mark 
1:4; 2:17; 6:12; Luke 15:7; 24:47; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 11:18; 26:20; 2 
Corinthians 7:10; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 2 Timothy 2:25; 2 Peter 3:9) 

 
3. In some places only faith is required (John 3:16; Acts 16:31) 

 
4. True faith includes repentance, and true repentance includes faith 

 
5. That is, saving faith is a repentant faith, and saving repentance is a believing 

repentance 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. The Lord Jesus refused to dilute the gospel and the requirements of salvation, even when 

it meant that many of his “followers” forsook him (John 6:66) 
 
2. We must likewise be on guard against any watering down of the gospel in order to make it 

more appealing to sinners 
 
3. Christ gave his Commission to the churches to “preach the gospel” (Mark 16:15), and part 

of that gospel preaching includes repentance (Luke 24:47) 
 
4. A “gospel” message that omits the need for repentance is an incomplete, and therefore a 

false gospel 


