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As they were singing those words, as a transition to our study tonight, one of the most 
beloved and favorite verses in all of the scripture is Philippians 4:13. It says, "I can do all 
things through Christ Jesus who strengthens me." We love that passage. I think 
oftentimes, though, we forget, per the song we just were challenged with six verses later, 
it says, "unto my God, who is able to provide every need of our life," how difficult and 
yet at times how fine the line is between that which is our need that God is providing and 
that which we simply want to be in our lives.

Let's pray before our study. 

Heavenly Father, tonight, Lord, we confess that we are often very guilty of wanting your 
word to say what we want it to say rather than receiving what we need it to say. God, we 
confess that every single one of us, myself included, Lord, every time we open the word, 
we we come with lenses, we come with glasses of our life experiences and our 
backgrounds, and the good, the bad and the indifferent. God, help us tonight, Lord, help 
us to be what you claimed that we could be in 2 Timothy 2:15, a workman that not 
needeth to be ashamed, who rightly divides your word. God, today may you allow us the 
privilege of seeing the depth of what you shared years ago and how that can impact our 
lives in days present as well as those that are ahead of us. It is in the name of Jesus 
Christ we pray. Amen. 

Well, tonight there are two passages of scripture that we're going to spend our time in. 
Primarily we're going to be in Matthew 5, but I want to go ahead and encourage you to 
also turn to Matthew 25 as well, because I'm convinced that you cannot see what we 
know as the beatitudes separate from a passage in Matthew 25. If you're new to us, or 
maybe you haven't been with our study of the book of Matthew in some time, allow me 
to give a very quick overview of our purpose and our goal of studying the book of 
Matthew. This study is not one to simply look at the life and ministry of Jesus Christ 
from a particular perspective of one of the gospel authors. In fact, what we know as the 
gospel of Matthew finds itself in a very strategic position. It is the first book of the New 
Testament, but it is also the first communication that the Lord has given his people after 
430 years. More than any other book in the New Testament we have this phrase or we 
have this statement "as it is written," specifically 68 times in the book of Matthew there is
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a direct quotation and reference to that which was spoken in the Old Testament  
prophetically of who Jesus Christ would be, and the plan of which God that he 
implemented and was bringing to fruition. 

Now not only does Matthew tie together those Old Testament prophecies with the New 
Testament message, but there is a presentation of Jesus Christ in the gospel of Matthew 
that is very unique comparatively to Mark, Luke and John. He is pictured as the 
fulfillment of the reigning king that Israel not only was promised, but that which they 
desired. And as you walk through the gospel of Matthew, you discover that there is this 
mention of a king, a kingdom reigning and ruling that is beyond prevalent, no more so 
than tonight's study in Matthew 5. This begins a three chapter study of probably one of 
the most famous sections in all of the Bible. In fact, even those who rarely if ever have 
stepped foot in a "church building or a place of faith" have somehow, someway, heard of 
the phrase the Sermon on the Mount. In fact, if someone were to be asked someone with 
a nominal understanding of Jesus Christ outside of his death and resurrection, what is he 
known for? Of course there are miracles and such, and walking on water, but when you  
began to say what about the teachings, what what did he teach? Well, our natural 
response, our default mechanism is to go to what we know as the Sermon on the Mount. 
And one of the things about the Sermon on the Mount, if you'll forgive me for saying 
this, is we tend to baptize the Sermon on the Mount, and what I mean by that is we tend 
to take it and we look at it through the lens of our own lives, our own perspective and our
own existence, rather than getting down into the nitty gritty and saying what did Jesus 
actually say to those who were listening to his words? 

What I'm about to share with you is critically important. Not one single person who was 
in attendance at the Sermon on the Mount was a born again Christian. Not one of them. 
In fact, much contrary, those that were there listening, those that were being challenged 
were those individuals who found themselves in a ritualistic system known as Old 
Testament Judaism. These individuals gathered their belongings, and they regularly 
descended on the city of Jerusalem, and they offered the sacrifices to be in a right 
relationship with the Lord. Many of those who would have been at this famous event, this
famous teaching, would have been those that who had been to the the River Jordan with 
John the Baptist when he talked about bringing fruits of repentance and they realized this 
aspect that they were never going to be good enough, they were never going to give 
enough, there needed to be something more. Remember John the Baptist very clearly said
pointing to Jesus, "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." 

And so you have an audience here, not one of them is what we would call born again, not
one of them grasped or completely understands what we know as the crucifixion and the 
resurrection, many of them still believed they were right with God by sacrifice, others 
had kind of left that system by way of John the Baptist and were somewhat muddied in 
their theology. Jesus gathers a group of them together in Matthew 5 for what is 
oftentimes one of the most famous passages or sermons that he spoke. Beginning in verse
1 of chapter 5 it says,
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1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he 
was set, his disciples came unto him: 2 And he opened his mouth, and 
taught them, saying, 3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Now I'm going to push pause there right at the very beginning, Jesus Christ begins what 
is arguably the most famous teaching in the entire gospel account by saying, "Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." If you haven't been a part of our 
Matthew study, one of the phrases that is so prolific in the gospel. Matthew is this phrase 
"the kingdom of heaven." In fact, that phrase is not used in any other gospel account. In  
Mark and Luke and John, you'll see the statement ofrthe phrase "the kingdom of God."  
And one of the aspects that we've addressed through our study of the book of Matthew is 
this, that Jesus Christ, his incarnation, his earthly ministry, yes, it was the proclamation 
and the teaching that sinful humanity could be made right through his sacrifice and his 
resurrection, that's the kingdom of God. The kingdom of heaven is the aspect of when 
Jesus Christ physically comes and reigns on the earth. 

Now, who was more interested in the reign of Jesus, those that were in a Judaistic system 
or the Gentiles, like many of us? In fact, it was the Jewish individuals who got so 
frustrated and upset during the Passion Week that here's Jesus Christ being the fulfillment
of Isaiah 53, being the one wearing a crown upon his head, and being bruised and 
mocked when at the end of the day, all they wanted was for Rome to be crushed and for 
God to reign. The message of Jesus Christ wasn't either or it was a "both/and," and before
he would receive the crown of King of kings and Lord of lords, he must wear the crown 
of Calvary, which is the sins of humanity. Here in the gospel of Matthew, primarily 
overly generous what we know as Jewish background, individuals interested hopefully in 
that right relationship with God, but most definitively his coming reign, he begins this 
famous message by talking about the "kingdom of heaven," that literal physical reign of 
Christ on the earth. 

So tonight, before we get into the Beatitudes, I think it's fitting to go to Matthew 25 and 
read what Jesus said about what it would look like, not only the days prior to, but in the 
days current of when he physically returns to earth. Now Matthew 24 and 25 are known 
as the Olivet Discourse. Historically speaking, Jesus Christ is on the Mount of Olives. It's
just a little ways to the east of the Temple Mount. In fact, when you're there, you can see 
into that famous place, that holy place for the Jewish people and today for the 
contemporary Islamic people as well. And on the Olivet Discourse, Peter, James and John
and Andrew come to him and he discusses end time matters, what we know as the second
coming. If you want to get technical, it's what we call the study of eschatology or the 
study of end things. In a chapter 24, he talks about people rising up and all types of 
diseases and earthquakes in diverse places. He talks about this incredible place or time 
period where there will be this overthrow of all things by a character known as the 
Antichrist, this concept that was mentioned in the book of Daniel. When you get to 
chapter 25 beginning in verse 31, Jesus begins by saying,  "When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory." He was speaking of himself. He was talking about all these end time 
events. He was talking about all these things that will happen as the prophetic passages 
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play out in scripture. But beginning in verse 31 he says, "Now let me tell you what it's 
going to look like when Jesus Christ, when he himself personally descends on the earth."

It says in verse 31, "When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered 
all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.  
Then shall the King," notice that, "Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee 
drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or 
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and 
say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." And the reason I wanted to go to Matthew 
25 before we study the beatitudes, is Jesus Christ began the Beatitudes by addressing 
those that would inherit, those that would be a part of this "kingdom of heaven," and in 
Matthew 25 he is describing those that reside, those inhabit, and the "initiation" of this 
famous kingdom. 

So back to Matthew 5:1 through 12. I'm gonna read it through what we know as the 
famous Beatitudes, this introduction to the Sermon on the Mount, and then hopefully 
very strategically, we're going to rightly divide what was Jesus saying, what did it mean 
to those that were listening to him there 2,000 years ago, and how does it impact our life 
today. Beginning in verse 3, 

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the 
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God. 10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you. 

Now before we walk through the details of this passage, I mentioned earlier that nobody 
listening to Jesus' words on this famous Sermon on the Mount would have been a "born 
again Christian." Additionally, let me call your attention to three verses that you and I in  
our context today see the exact opposite of what Jesus was speaking. Look in verse 5, 
"Blessed are the meek: they shall inherit the earth." When's the last time you saw that 
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happen? In fact, you and I, most of us, have been subjected to what we know as the 
golden rule: whoever has the gold gets to rule, correct? But what does this say? If you're 
meek, you'll inherit the earth. Look in verse 8, "Blessed are the pure in heart: they shall 
see God." I mentioned this morning in our study of Job, you may have had this privilege, 
but I have never seen God face to face. I've never seen him in the flesh. Verse 9, "Blessed
are the peacemakers: they shall be called the children of God." I thought you were a child
of God according to John 1 when he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. Why do I call 
your attention to those three specific beatitudes? Because they can only come to fruition 
if read in light of chapter 25 when Jesus Christ descends and reigns on the earth. Those 
that he addressed in chapter 25, those that inherit that famous kingdom, guess what? They
were the meek, they were the peacekeepers, they were pure in heart, and as we're going to
see in a moment, they actually saw God. 

So here's what I want to do tonight. I want to walk through this famous Beatitude section 
just statement by statement and I want to divide it out in this manner. We're going to 
walk through a specific Beatitude or a specific statement, then I want to look at what I 
call the doctrinal promise. You say, "What do you mean by the doctrinal promise?" Every
passage in the Bible was written to a specific group, for a specific purpose, and a specific 
reason. What was Jesus Christ saying to this distinct audience, at this time about what 
would befall them in the days ahead? What I've called a doctrinal parallel, how do we 
take that promise and see it in a light of Matthew 25 when Jesus speaks of his actual 
physical second coming? And don't worry, we're not going to utilize this time to simply 
address those who are not currently in the room or have no connection to us. What's the 
spiritual promise? Because it doesn't matter what passage in the scripture that we study, 
as a born again believer in Jesus Christ, even if it does not doctrinally apply to me, there's
a spiritual lesson there. There's a principle there that guides my life, and though it may 
not be doctrinally applicable to my life, it has to be spiritually applicable to my life. For 
example, per the song that we were challenged with tonight, there's not a one of us who 
this or tomorrow morning is going to get up, walk in your backyard and look for mana to 
be on the ground. Not one of you will do that. If you do, you will starve. Doctrinally 
speaking, the manna from heaven was given at a specific time, to a specific people, for a 
specific purpose. Now, spiritually speaking, how do we take that passage? No matter 
what it is that I need for tomorrow, if I trust the Lord, he will provide it even if I can't see 
it. And so again, do you see the distinction there between this doctrinal promise and 
fulfillment and our "spiritual understanding"? 

So beginning in verse 3, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven." Well, we just read in Matthew 25, beginning in verse 31, what it looks like 
when Jesus Christ descends physically on the earth, and at that time period there is this, 
according to Matthew 24, this period that Jesus himself called the Great Tribulation that 
has come to fruition and has come to an end. All of the the famous things that we think 
about when it comes to the book of Revelation, the famous seals, the Antichrist, the 
abomination of desolation, all those those famous events that get a lot of attention and a 
lot of time, all of them, no matter how you look at them, have come to fruition and they 
have come to pass. 
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So why is it that Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit" for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven"? Because we discover that in that time period that Jesus called the Great 
Tribulation, there is one known as the Antichrist. He does possess what we know as his 
famous "mark of the beast." In fact, the Bible says in Revelation 13 you can't buy, you 
can't sell, you can't do anything apart from it. It's very clear you're either with the Lord or 
you're with the Antichrist. There is no lukewarmness during that time period. There's no 
availability for lukewarm, you either possess it or you don't. You have the mark or you 
do not. 

The poor in spirit, those who Jesus defines as being on his right hand most assuredly 
would have been those that somehow, someway say, "We're not falling for this guy's 
system." Notice in Matthew 25 when Jesus addresses their mannerisms, they said, "When
did we see you? When did we actually enact this? When did it come to fruition?" In fact, 
you discover as you walk through kind of those end time events, that those who reject the
system of "the Antichrist," there's an aspect of being incognito, there's an aspect of 
somehow having to work around the fringes, they're not in the limelight, they're not on 
the stage, and they're definitely not the celebrities of their day. In other words, "We were 
just going about what we did, how we could. We had no plans for coming to the 
forefront."

How does this speak to our own lives? What it says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit," as a 
believer in Jesus Christ, we are called to be humble of spirit We are called to a life of 
humility. Psalm 51 is one of the great Psalms in scripture. It's actually the after word of 
what we know as the famous David and Bathsheba event. David has cried out to God 
about his sin. His being conceived in sin, his life of sin, his decision of sin. In fact, I 
believe it's over 30 times he confesses that he has sinned against God. One of the things 
he says in verse 17 is that the Lord does not desire our sacrifice, he desires our humility. 
He desires for us to come not with our agendas, not with our ideas, not with our 
prospects, but simply with an empty plate saying, "Okay, God, my hands are empty. You 
fill them with what you desire." 

The second Beatitude found in verse 4 says, "Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted." I don't know about your life, but oftentimes it is because of a lack of 
health and a lack of wealth that most people mourn. I mean, those are really the two 
general things that cause us to struggle. They cause us to mourn. We go into a sense of 
mourning when either A) we are not feeling good or we have loved ones. If you don't 
believe me, go to Sunday school and listen to prayer requests. The overwhelming prayer 
requests are what I like to call an organ concert. We're just talking about people's organs 
and we have people that are ill, we have people going through drastic diseases and 
rightfully so we want to pray. We mourn when our health is not what we desire. We also 
mourn when our bank account is not what we desire. It's interesting that you look at that 
famous mark of the beast that I alluded to, that which would precede what we just read in
Matthew 25, there is absolutely during that great Tribulation period, there is absolutely 
no way that someone can be a loyal allegiance follower and believer in the Lord and be 
financially prosperous at the same time. There's just no way. Why? Because it says you 
cannot buy. You cannot sell. You cannot do commerce. I would daresay that one's health 
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would be at risk. Do you really think if they're not going to let you buy a loaf of bread 
without the mark, they're going to give you admittance to a hospital to allow you to 
become physically better? Of course not. 

And so again, it says, "Blessed are those that mourn: they shall be comforted." I get the 
feeling that when Jesus Christ descends in Matthew 25, those that are on his right hand, 
those that go into that kingdom, this is just my personal take, I think they have a 
countenance of being just worn out. Imagine for even a brief amount of time the lifestyle 
that would have been lived, the difficulty that they would have walked through. The 
doctoral parallel, they make this statement, "When did we see you sick?" In other words, 
when you make these references, we didn't go to the hospital, we weren't able to, but we 
were making our way throughout the course of life. 

What's the spiritual promise for you and I today as believers? Believers in Jesus Christ 
will still experience trouble, loss and pain I know tonight's study is regarding what we 
know as the Beatitudes, but allow me to address what I think is one of the great travesties
of contemporary Christianity, and we call it the prosperity gospel. If you're not familiar 
with the prosperity gospel, it goes a little something like this, that if you are sick, if you're
poor, then you must not be right with God. The prosperity gospel promises health, and it 
promises wealth. The irony is, last time I checked, Jesus Christ made it clear that what 
they did to him, they'll do to us and they beat him, they mocked him, they made fun of 
him, they chastised him and they crucified him. And so I believe based on this famous 
statement, "Blessed are those that mourn: they shall be comforted," that when you and I 
experience trouble, when we experience difficulty. Now I'm not saying be a Christian 
masochist. I'm not saying go and seek for it, but you have to agree there is some internal 
Holy Spirit barometer within us that somehow says if we're being faithful to the person of
God, if we're being faithful to the word of God and everything is closing in on us, then 
somehow we must be going the right direction. Got an old mentor of mine, a phrase you 
probably heard me use before. He makes this statement: if you don't run into the devil 
face to face every day, then you might be headed the same direction that he is. "Blessed 
are those that mourn: they shall be comforted." 

Verse 5 is intriguing. I alluded to it earlier, "Blessed are the meek: they will inherit the 
earth." Because when you get to Matthew 25 and you have this famous scene, those on 
his right hand and those on his left hand, what does Jesus do? He actually made the 
statement, we read it, that this is the kingdom prepared for you. It is an inheritance. It is 
available. It is that which they did not possess in the recent days past. If you can't buy, if 
you can't sell, do you really think you're going to have home ownership? If you can't buy 
a loaf of bread, you can't be admitted into the hospital, do you really think that you have 
access to any material ownership at all? Of course not. And those who enter that famous 
kingdom of heaven, those that Jesus called on his right hand, they actually inherit, I love 
what it says in verse 5, the earth, that which they had no access to, that which they had no
ability to possess and/or own is now that which they would have the opportunity to have 
authority over. 
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Notice of Matthew 25, "When we saw you as a stranger." Why is that critical? Because 
that's what meekness does. Meekness seeks out a stranger. Meekness seeks out those that 
we see as less fortunate than us. When you've got individuals who can't buy, they can't 
sell, they can't navigate as they would and yet they care for those that have even less than 
they do. You know, there's an interesting study in our culture and our world today 
regarding what we know as giving. When it comes to our faithfulness, and again this is a 
cultural study that oftentimes includes not only local churches but faith-based ministries 
as well, did you know that collectively communities. and when I say communities, I 
mean states as well as communities, those areas that tend to have the lowest economic 
prosperity tend to have the greatest percentage of giving. Those who oftentimes have the 
greatest wealth give away the least. And oftentimes it's because of what we saw that  
when you are meek, you realize that even though you might not have much, you notice 
when people have less than you do. When you have an abundance, you're always seeking 
to have more. 

The spiritual promise that I put here on the outline is that believers in Jesus Christ 
sometimes have to take one for the team. 1 Corinthians 6 is talking about the body of 
Christ and it speaks about the fact that each and every one of us has our role. We are 
perfectly fitted together. We've heard the analogy some of us are knees, some of us are 
toes, some of us are ears, whatever it may be. That being said, when you look at the body 
of Christ sometimes you've gotta take one for the team. If you've ever had an incident in 
your life, and I'm sure everyone of us has, where we've had some part of our physical 
body that has been injured, the rest of the body cannot just do what it's so pleases in spite 
of the injury. If you say, "Well, of course you can," then you've never really been injured,
but if you have some type of physical ailment, the rest of the body has to take a back seat 
while it's being healed. The rest of the body has to over-commit in some areas so that 
you're allowed the opportunity for healing to take place. And that's the spiritual principle 
here. When it says, "Blessed are the meek: they shall inherit the earth," yes, doctrinally it 
was about these individuals that endured this horrific time period, but for you and I today,
when it comes to navigating this life, the Lord has allowed us to live as a body of 
believers. Sometimes it's not just about what we desire, what we want or where we want 
to go, sometimes we gotta take one for the team and say, "We've got somebody 
struggling, we've got somebody hurting, we've got somebody that's weak and we need to 
take a step back because we're not to amputate parts of the body, we're to allow them to 
be healed." 

Verse 6, one of the most famous statements ever from the mouth of Jesus, "Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled." Now there's 
an interesting doctrinal approach to this. If you go back and you look at this time period 
immediately before Matthew 25, back in chapter 24, he talked about this famous event 
called the Abomination of Desolation, that may be new terminology to you but it's 
mentioned in Daniel 9, it's also mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2, that during this horrific 
time period there is a period where what we know as that Antichrist figure goes into the 
famous temple in Jerusalem and he basically defiles it. And there's a lot of speculation of 
what that might or might not look like, we're not here tonight to get into details there, but 
what's important for our study is in spite of what the pundits may say, in spite of what 
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populist opinion might advocate today, according to scripture, in the book of Revelation 
11, there is a temple that from our perspective tonight is yet to be built. The Bible speaks 
of that first temple that was directed at the hands of Solomon, that second temple that 
came back after the Babylonian captivity, but in the book of Revelation 11, it speaks of a 
temple with specific measurements that do not line up with the previous ones. You say, 
why is this important? Because those who get to the temple, whether it was 1,000 years 
before the time of Christ or whether it's in Revelation 11, at the end of the day, you 
cannot deny the fact of an internal emptiness of offering turtledoves for one  sin. There's 
no intimacy with the Lord. There's no filling of the Holy Spirit. It says if they thirst and 
hunger, righteousness, they shall be filled. What we just read in Matthew 25, when Jesus 
Christ descends, when he reigns, and when he rules everything that they offered was 
foreshadowing what they're about to experience. They eventually were filled with that 
which they desired from their sacrifice. 

And notice what he says in Matthew 25:35, "and you gave." What does this mean for you
and I as born again believers in Jesus Christ? We should crave the things of God. Now 
the reason I use the word "crave" is because later in chapter 6, verse 33, Jesus Christ 
speaks of this in Psalm 42. It says as the deer or as the hart panteth for water, so our soul  
should long after the Lord. I'm gonna speak personally tonight. Your life may be a little 
bit different than mine, but this is just who I am. When I wake up, it doesn't matter what 
time my alarm goes off, rarely do I get to sleep without an alarm, but anytime I wake up, 
the first emotion or the first feeling that I have is a craving for caffeine. I'm just being 
honest with you. Rarely do my eyes open early in the morning and my first thought is, 
"Yes, Jesus." My first thought is usually, "Jesus, I need some caffeine and I need it 
quick." A craving is what we desire, what we feel as if we need, what will give us the 
substance to do that which we've called to do. 

"Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness." You and I today live in a 
world and in a culture that even under the umbrella of Christianity, we justify and we 
rationalize our ill, rebellious behavior. Do you find it ironic how many people, even in 
today's culture, claiming to be Christians, make excuses for their lives? They say, "Well, 
anybody in today's contemporary culture with the way that things have evolved, this is 
just a new day and a new time." I've got news for you: it may be a new day, it may be a 
new time, but we're still to go by what the word of God said no matter when it was 
written. We should crave, hunger righteousness and holiness. It does not say blessed are 
those who make excuses for their lives, they shall be filled. It says blessed or those who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. 

Verse 7, "Blessed or the merciful: for they will obtain mercy." Now let me define mercy 
for those of you who may not be familiar with this definition. Mercy is not receiving 
what you rightfully deserve. If you're living and breathing tonight, you are an agent of 
mercy because there's not a one of us that deserves to be breathing. You say, "How do 
you know that?" The Bible says the wages of sin is death and when you sin and I sin, 
what we deserve is death. When we receive a pardon, when we receive forgiveness, when
we receive life instead of death, then we are receiving mercy.
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It says, "Blessed are the merciful." That's interesting because in Matthew 25, those who 
entered in that famous kingdom were alive, they were breathing. They shouldn't have 
been, that was simply an act of mercy that they made it through the horrific time period 
that they did. And yet what did Jesus say in Matthew 25? "You visited me." Now 
humanity at our core, we tend to be very selfish people. We tend to be, I'm going to use a 
famous word today and it's overused, but I think you'll understand the context, we're very
narcissistic. We're really into ourselves. You say, "Well, how do you know we're into 
ourselves?" Because we actually have a way of taking pictures now that we call selfies. 
We're very narcissistic, okay? We love to see ourselves. In fact, there's been studies done 
that when people post pictures of themselves online, that the average person either 
retakes and/or edits it at least 14 times  ecause we don't want to really show people what 
we really look like, right? 

Why is that important? He said, "You visited me." I want you to think about that second 
coming scene, all those events that maybe you've seen movies, read books about or 
maybe even done a study through scripture about. You have this horrific character known
as the Antichrist, this famous mark of the beast. There's so much going on you would 
think that all one would desire is just to save themselves. But what did Jesus say? "You 
visited me." To those who he said, "Come into the kingdom that was prepared," not only 
did they navigate this difficult of all circumstances, they were willing to go to those that 
were less fortunate, they were willing to go those that were in a worse place than even 
them. They visited. They allowed themselves, listen, they allowed themselves to get on 
the radar. They allowed themselves to be recognized as those who were assisting others. 

How does this apply for our lives today? Statement I've utilized is believers in Jesus 
Christ are not to hold grudges. 1 Corinthians 13 is the famous love chapter, but if you've, 
if you've read 1 Corinthians 13, in what we commonly refer to as the King James version,
it doesn't use the word "love." It uses the word "charity." Now that's one of those words 
that we've twisted and turned in our world today. We define charity today as helping the 
less fortunate but really what charity means by definition, is having or placing somebody 
else's needs above your very own. I want you to think about doctrinally that scene, that 
horrific second coming environment that we know it in scripture. Here you are running 
for your own life, trying to navigate, and you're willing to expend your own energy, time 
and resources for someone who's in worse shape than you. To be charitable means to put 
what somebody else needs above your own. 

I'm gonna share with you a situation that happened somewhat in my life, and I'm sure this
has happened to you. Have you ever had somebody who's come up to you and said, "I 
want to or I need to apologize to you," and your response is, "What for?" You say, "Why 
is that an important illustration?" Because if somebody feels the need to apologize to you 
because they've done you wrong or they've spoken ill of you and you don't know why 
they need to apologize, that means A) you're not holding a grudge and B) you've 
probably already forgiven him for what they've done. I will share with you I think one of 
the greatest compliments to your walk with Jesus is when somebody comes to apologize 
to you and you don't know what they would be apologizing for because you've already 
forgiven him, you've already moved on and you "did not hold a grudge against them." 
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In the book of Acts 8, there's a famous story about Simon the sorcerer and Phillip is there 
and the apostles eventually show up, and the the story goes a little sideways, so to speak, 
but I want to call your attention to what happens when Simon tries to buy the Holy Spirit 
and the apostles come to him, that he needs to be warned lest the gall of bitterness seep 
into his life. Why is that important? Because all of us want mercy but very few of us want
to give it to other people. We all want less consequences for ourselves, but we all want to 
throw the book at somebody else, do we not? And I'll make this very casual: none of us 
want our team to lose, but we want our rival to lose by 100 points, correct? Hey, I'll 
confess today there was a college baseball game that took place and thankfully the team 
that lost, I don't believe should ever win a game. That's just how I believe. I got an Amen.
Thank you. But I say that humorously because that's not merciful. You see, mercy isn't 
just wanting the lesser consequences for your own wife, it's also wanting mercy for those 
who you struggle with in life. He said, "Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy." 

Tonight we'll conclude with verse 8, "Blessed or the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God." Now let's talk about Matthew 25 for just a moment. Those individuals who in verse
31 it says, "when the Son of man came in glory," have the opportunity to do something 
that I've never done and you've probably never had the privilege of either. I've never seen 
God in the flesh. Now John 4:24 says God is a spirit, we worship him in spirit and truth. I
mentioned this morning I'm staking my entire relationship on the Lord based on what's 
written in scripture, but what a promise for those walking through these horrific times, 
these difficult times, they shall see God. In Matthew 25, they actually saw him face to 
face. 

I find it interesting that in Matthew 25:39, the question was asked of these who inherited 
the kingdom, "When did we see you?" Jesus' response was, "When you've done the least 
of these unto my brethren, you have done it unto me." Here's intriguing, particularly the 
book of Matthew but in other places in scripture, that phrase "the brethren," not the 
believers, the brethren, is a strategic phrase for those of a Jewish background and lineage.
And by the way, we'll get there later in the book of Matthew, there's a high Jewish or 
Israeli influence when it comes to those second coming passages. You want to talk about 
a doctoral application as well as a spiritual truth today, you just publicly or privately 
defend the lineage of people that God used to bring the Messiah. You live in a world 
today that numerous people have done everything they humanly know how to do, to 
eradicate and to terminate them on a massive, massive level. You want to upset 
somebody today, tell them that you agree with the Jewish people residing in what we 
know of the nation of Israel and people will light you up. 

What did they say? "When did we see you?" And Jesus said, "When he did unto the 
brethren, you did it unto me." In other words, what he was telling these people is those 
that were being persecuted, those that were running, by the way, when you get to 
Revelation 12, it says those Jewish people are running for their life from the Antichrist 
and what did these folks do? They visited them. They helped them. They took care of 
them. And they got to see God. 
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So what does that mean for us? If you and I are going to be pure in heart, how do we see 
God? Believers in Jesus Christ, it's real simple: we should be holy. The word "holy" 
means "set apart," it means "distinct," it means "to be different." You know, most of us 
do a lot of lip service to the concept of wanting to see God. Here's what we really mean. 
When somebody says, "Man, I just want to see God move," what we really mean is, "I 
want God to do what I want him to do, and then I'll celebrate him." When we say, "I want
to see God move," much like the song that challenged us to begin our service tonight, 
Isaiah had that experience. I'm sure you're familiar with the story it's found in Isaiah 6, 
but it begins with this statement, "In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord high 
and lifted up." Now, other than just a chronological reference, doesn't that seem odd to 
you? Why would it be a big deal that it's the year that King Uzziah died? Well, if you go 
and you peel the layers away, there's pretty good information out there that whom we 
know is Isaiah was a distant and/or close relative to the king. 

You say, "Well, why is that important?" What happens when a king dies? His successor 
eliminates all the family members. So when he says in the year that King Uzziah died, let
me put that in contemporary language: there are no atheists in foxholes. When you realize
that your source of existence, your source of prosperity, your source of living, has 
literally come to an end all of a sudden you get real serious about God. Isn't it unny that 
when we get real sick or real broke, we're real interested in God, but when we're healthy 
and wealthy, you know what? I've got better things to do with my time. 

Believers in Jesus Christ should be holy. 1 Peter 1:15 says, "be holy for the Lord your 
God is holy." Now I know that tonight we've walked through a series of statements that to
those original hearers were very different than oftentimes how we've baptized them 
today, but as we draw to a close, I want to focus on those spiritual promises. Do you see 
the the thread there? That our lives should be marked by desire and a distinction for the 
person of Jesus Christ in our life. And so what does the world throw at us? A consistent 
distraction. The noise. I had a conversation with an individual some weeks ago. This 
person was stressed, bothered, and disturbed, rightfully so by all the things that are going 
on in the world, and so I gave this individual advice. I thought it was pretty good sound 
advice. You may not think so, I said, "I think what you need to do is quit watching the 
news." Because where does our distraction come from? All the worldly information. I'll 
never forget, this person said, "Well, I I'm doing a whole lot better. I only watch an hour 
a day." Now my personal opinion, that's about 59 minutes too much. But I'm gonna ask 
us a very difficult rhetorical question before our time of response: is our craving for the 
things of God outweighing our craving for the things of this world? That's a tough 
question to answer because most of us know what the answer is. 

And what does he say here? The pure in heart will see God. Now I'm not walking away 
tonight saying that's right in my flesh I'm gonna see him out in the backyard tomorrow 
morning but I tell you what I am taking away from that: if, when tomorrow morning I  
wake up in my pure of heart, if I desire nothing more than the Lord to be honored, if I 
desire nothing more for him to be honored in my life, I will see him in the little things. I 
will see him in the conversations. I will see him as he is moving. One of the reasons that 
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we say, "I just don't see God move," is because we're not pure in heart. We're pure in our 
own eyes, rationalizing and justifying our own agendas philosophies and perspective. 

What a challenge from the Beatitudes, not only for those that were the original hearers 
and listeners, but for us today. What we know is these famous statements, they may not 
have or are doctrinally applicable to you and I, but they sure do preach spiritually, do 
they not? You and I tonight are challenged that you and I are without excuse as believers 
in Jesus Christ to live the life of holiness that he's called us to live. 

Let's pray with their heads bowed and our eyes closed and maybe tonight you're that 
individual who's yet to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Can I give you encouragement? 
The Bible says that today is the day of salvation. Don't waste another hour, another 
minute, much less another day, week and/or month. But I know it's Sunday night and you
might be one of those lost ones who needs to call on the name of the Lord and we 
welcome, and we invite you, and we challenge you to do so, but I venture to say the 
majority of us tonight say, "You know what? I've been a believer for years." Some of you
would be willing to say, like myself, "I've been a believer for decades." Maybe tonight's 
that night where you say, "You know what? It's time to do a good self-evaluation. Where 
do my cravings lie? Where do my desires lie? Where do my affections lie?" Tonight 
we've been challenged by one of the most famous teachings from the lips of Jesus, we've 
been challenged to holiness, we've been challenged to distinctiveness, we've been 
challenged to desire the things of God more than the things of this old world. May these 
words from his lips not fall on dry, dusty, hard ground.

Lord Jesus, tonight, Lord, thank you, God, thank you that you've challenged us not with  
just a scene from 2,000 years ago, but the scene for our own lives. And God, I pray 
tonight that these words would bear some 30 some 60, 100 fold. May our hearts be fertile
for the planting of your word tonight. It is the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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