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Section: Acts 1:9-26

Title: “He was taken up…”
Acts 1:9-14

We began this study of the Book of Acts, written by Luke, who also wrote the third
of the four gospel records by saying that it is primarily about “All that Jesus
began both to do and teach” {Acts 1:1}. Acts is the record of the church as she
was manifested in local bodies. It is the record of how Jesus continued to work
through the Holy Spirit as He spoke of things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

In the second message we looked at “The Promise of the Father” {acts 1:4} and
learned that the promise of the Father focused on the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit is regeneration, or the new birth, and regeneration
comes through belief of the testimony of witnesses to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Read Acts 1:1-8

Now to continue in this message we will study the events as “He was taken up.”
Acts 1:9-14
9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and
a cloud received Him out of their sight.

10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you
stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey. 13 And when they had entered, they went up
into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew;
Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and
Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 14 These all continued with one
accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with His brothers.
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“He was taken up” refers to the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven. Only Luke
records the ascension of Jesus Christ; here in Acts 1:9-11 and in:

Luke 24:50-53
50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed

them. 51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from
them and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple praising and
blessing God. Amen.

In the 40 day interval from His resurrection to His ascension Jesus appeared alive
at least thirteen times and His disciples were in awe. The angels have to explain to
the disciples what had just happened and what was yet to happen.

The Gospel of Luke tells us that Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, to the Mount
of Olives.

An eschatological comment: Jesus has already stood on the Mount of Olives.

While Jesus was blessing them He was enveloped in a cloud and was carried up
into heaven out of their sight.

Then in Acts we read that the disciples returned to Jerusalem from Olivet, which
was “a Sabbath day’s journey.” Under the “laws” of the Sabbath you could only
walk about three-quarters of a mile; about as far as from here to the City Hall.

He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.

When I undertook this study of Acts I made the conscious decision to allow my
mind to follow whatever excursus occurred. Now I have used “excursus” two times
and I may need to specify its meaning.

An “excursus” is a detailed discussion or a lengthy digression of some point in a
work. Some might call it “chasing a rabbit.”

He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.

How are clouds used in the Scriptures?
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So I did a topical search in my computer reference library I was surprised to learn
how much the Bible has to say about clouds.

The Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology has about two full pages on how
clouds are used in the OT and in the NT.

A shorter reference to “cloud” says this:

CLOUD. The allusions to clouds in Scripture, as well as their use in symbolical

language, can only be understood when we remember the nature of the climate,
where there is hardly a trace of cloud from the beginning of May to the close of
September. During this season clouds so seldom appear and rains so seldom fall as
to seem phenomenal, as was the case with the harvest rain invoked by Samuel
(1 Sam 12:17-18) and the little cloud, not larger than a man's hand, which Elijah
declared to be a sure promise of rain (1 Kings 18:44).

Clouds are referred to as showing the power and wisdom of God in their
formation (Ps 135:6-7, NASB, "vapors," 147:8), and causing them to hold and
dispense rain (Job 37:10-12; Prov 3:20). They are called the "clouds of heaven"
(Dan 7:13), "clouds of the sky" (Matt 24:30), "floodgates of the sky" (Gen 7:11),
"windows above" (Isa 24:18), "water jars of the heavens" (Job 38:37), God's "upper
chambers" (Ps 104:3,13), "dust beneath His feet" (Nah 1:3).

Man's ignorance is illustrated by his inability to number the clouds (Job 38:37), to
account for their spreading (36:29), to understand how God "establishes" and
"layers" them (37:15-16), to cause them to rain (38:34), or stay them (38:37).

Figurative. Living much in the open air and being of a poetical nature, the
people of the East would naturally make clouds figurative of many things. Thus
clouds are the symbol of armies and multitudes of people (Isa 60:8; Jer 4:13; Heb
12:1). The sudden disappearance of threatening clouds from the sky is a figure for
the wiping out of transgressions (Isa 44:22). A day of clouds is taken for a season of
calamity and of God's judgment (Ezek 30:3; 34:12; Joel 2:2). Naturally the cloud is
a symbol of transitoriness (Job 30:15; Hos 6:4). The cloud without rain is the
proverb for the man of promise without performance (Prov 25:14; Isa 25:5; Jude
12). A wise ruler is said to be as the "light of . . . a morning without clouds" (2 Sam
23:4), while the favor of a king is compared to "a cloud with the spring rain" (Prov
16:15). "Clouds that return after the rain" is figurative of the infirmities of old age;
i.e., as after a rain one expects sunshine, so after pains one longs for comfort. As
clouds in hot countries veil the oppressive glories of the sun, they are used to
symbolize the divine presence, which they entirely or in part conceal (Ex 16:10;
33:9; Num 11:25; Job 22:14; Ps 18:11-12; Isa 19:1). See Pillar of Cloud, Shekinah.

(from The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)
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When Jesus was transfigured, Peter, James, and John were enveloped in a cloud.

Luke 9:28-36
28 And it came to pass about eight days after these sayings, he took Peter and

John and James, and went up into a mountain to pray. 29 And as he prayed, the
fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.

30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 31

Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at
Jerusalem.

32 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when they
were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood with him.

33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master,
it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and
one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said.

34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they
feared as they entered into the cloud.

35 And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear
him.

36 And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it close,
and told no man in those days any of those things which they had seen.

At the transfiguration event Peter was not allowed to complete his suggestion to
remain in the presence of Moses and Elijah and build three tabernacles as a cloud
overshadowed them and God the Father spoke to them.

This is my beloved Son: hear him.

In a prophecy of His Second Coming, Jesus predicts that it will be in clouds with
great power and glory.

Mark 13:24-27
24 "But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the

moon will not give its light; 25 the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds
with great power and glory. 27 And then He will send His angels, and gather
together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest part of earth to the
farthest part of heaven.

The Apostle John confirms Jesus’ prophecy in the Revelation.
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Rev 1:7
Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who
pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him.

Even so, Amen.

As an aside, it is a good practice in personal Bible study to exercise intellectual
curiosity, by researching certain words that come up, e.g. clouds.

Back to Acts 1:10-11

10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you
stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."

The two men are angels, two men in white apparel, and they answer what was in
the disciples’ minds as they “looked steadfastly toward heaven.”

Cf.

Luke 24:1-7
Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain
other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had
prepared. 2 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went
in and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were
greatly* perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining
garments. 5 Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said
to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen!
Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, 'The Son of
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third
day rise again.'"

They “looked steadfastly toward heaven.”

We have an expression in here the south that describes this scene;
“Like a calf looking at a new gate.”

The disciples were thinking, “Is it all over?”

The angels, in effect, are saying, “Why are you standing around when you know
what to do, Jesus will come back just as you have seen Him go into heaven.”
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This is all the motivation we need to be witnesses, yes, martyrs if need be; Jesus is
coming back! They worshipped Him!

Luke 24:52-53
And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were

continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.

Let’s spend a little more time on the Ascension of Jesus.

It occurs to me that we are well versed in His Incarnation, or the virgin birth; in
His Sinless Life, in the Crucifixion, in the Burial, and in the Resurrection; but we
don’t seem to talk as much about the Ascension.

Without the Ascension of Christ the rest of the Gospel story would be incomplete.

OT Prophecy:

Ps 68:17-18
17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand,

Even thousands of thousands;
The Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the Holy Place.
18 You have ascended on high,
You have led captivity captive;
You have received gifts among men,
Even from the rebellious,
That the LORD God might dwell there.

The apostle Paul interprets Psalm 68 for us:

Eph 4:7-10
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.

8 Therefore He says:

"When He ascended on high,

He led captivity captive,
And gave gifts to men."
9 (Now this, "He ascended" — what does it mean but that He also first descended
into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)
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Jesus Himself prophesied about the Ascension:

John 6:60-63
60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, "This is a hard

saying; who can understand it?"

61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said
to them, "Does this offend you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man
ascend where He was before?

John 7:32-34
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him, and

the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take Him. 33 Then Jesus said to
them, "I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me.
34 You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come."

John 16:5-8
5 "But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 'Where are

You going?' 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for
if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him
to you.

John 20:17
Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father;

but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I am ascending to My Father and your
Father, and to My God and your God.'"

The Ascension certifies and authenticates Jesus as Lord and Christ:

Acts 2:29-36
29 "Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he

is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of
his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,*

31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul
was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised
up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured
out this which you now see and hear.
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34 "For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself:

'The LORD said to my Lord,

'Sit at My right hand,
35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool."'

36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."

1 Tim 3:16
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:

God was manifested in the flesh,

Justified in the Spirit,
Seen by angels,
Preached among the Gentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory.

The Ascension Assures us that Jesus’ Sacrifice for our sins is effective

Luke 24:25-27
25 Then He said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that

the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things
and to enter into His glory?" 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.

Heb 9:11-12
11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater

and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12

Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most
Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

Heb 10:11-12
11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same

sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered
one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,
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The Ascension makes sure the fulfillment of God’s redemptive purpose

Heb 10:13-14
13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 14 For by one

offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

The Ascension establishes Christ’s authority over angels and demons

Eph 1:15-21
15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for

all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your
understanding* being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what
is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from
the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this age but also in that which is to come.

1 Peter 3:22
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities

and powers having been made subject to Him.

The Ascension places Christ as Head of the Church

Eph 1:22-23
22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things

to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
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The Ascension anoints Christ as Intercessor

Rom 8:31-34
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God's
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and
furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes
intercession for us.

Heb 7:25
Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God

through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Heb 9:23-24
23 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should

be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices
than these. 24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which
are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us;

The Ascension allowed Jesus to send the Holy Spirit

John 16:5-8
5 "But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 'Where are

You going?' 6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for
if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him
to you.

Acts 2:33
Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and
hear.
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The Ascension makes it possible for Jesus to be present always with believers

Matt 18:19-20
19 "Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that

they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or
three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them."

Matt 28:18-20
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me

in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore* and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

Eph 4:9-10
9 (Now this, "He ascended" — what does it mean but that He also first descended
into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.)

The Ascension allows Jesus to give the gifts necessary to carry on His work

Eph 4:7-8
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.

8 Therefore He says:

"When He ascended on high,

He led captivity captive,
And gave gifts to men."

Eph 4:11
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and

some pastors and teachers,

And finally; The Ascension makes it possible for Jesus to go and prepare a place
in heaven for us to be with Him

John 14:1-4
"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My
Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
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Waiting for Jesus in the Upper Room

Acts 1:13-14

13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they
were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew
and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son
of James. 14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.

The Upper Room was large enough to accommodate 120 people for the ten days
they waited for the Holy Spirit.

In the Upper Room, were the eleven faithful apostles, Judas having departed.

There were women from Galilee who had followed Jesus.

Luke 23:55
And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they

observed the tomb and how His body was laid.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, was there with Jesus’ half-brothers. In the time
between John 7:5 and Acts 1:14 they had come to believe that He was the Christ.

John 7:1-5
After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea,
because the Jews sought to kill Him. 2 Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at
hand. 3 His brothers therefore said to Him, "Depart from here and go into Judea,
that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing. 4 For no one does
anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these
things, show Yourself to the world." 5 For even His brothers did not believe in Him.

Down in verse 23 of Acts 1 we are told that Joseph, called Barsabas, who was
surnamed Justus, and Matthias was there and the others of about 120 people are
not named.

This group of believers expressed their unity of purpose in prayer and
supplication. They continued with one accord; they all thought and believed the
same things about Jesus.
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They had witnessed His crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and ascension. Jesus had
given them a commission to be witnesses and they believed that He would fulfill
the promise of the Father and that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit in
a few days

Things are moving right along for this group of faithful men and women. They
were comforted with the last words of Jesus before He ascended and they were in
close fellowship in the Upper Room. They did not know exactly what was going
to happen next but they were assured that Jesus was the Christ and they were
trusting in Him.

What are your concerns today? Is your mind consumed with matters of money, or
health? Are there problems with relationships?

While I am not a Health and Wealth huckster trying to talk you out of what little
money you may have, I can offer you hope.

Repent of your sin and believe that Jesus Christ is willing to save and that He has
the power to save you from your sin.

When you get that most important issue resolved, that is your eternal destiny, hell
or heaven then everything else will fall into its proper order of priorities.

What must you do in order to be saved?

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; no bargaining, just submit to King Jesus.

The invitation is to put your trust in Jesus Christ and then tell us about it. If you
desire to be scripturally baptized as a believer, we can arrange that for you.


