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How many of you like it when there is something cool coming that you are looking forward to?  So do I.  A few 

years back when we were coming back from a vacation to the Grand Canyon we got talking about where we 

would go next.  Angi’s a real enthusiast when it comes to travel and she has had some pretty solid goals of some 

of the places we want to hit while the kids are with us.  Anyway we decided that Yellowstone was one of top 

spots.  But you have to plan in advance to go to Yellowstone, at least if you want to stay in the park.  When we 

got home she began checking into it and although we were a year out it was almost full and with very few 

openings.  So we planned for two years out so that we could get where we wanted when we wanted.  And for 

two years the hopeful prospect of going to Yellowstone lay ahead of us and we looked forward to that day. 

 

But here is the twist.  By putting that day on our horizon it prompted specific actions in advance that prepared 

the way.  Keeping our calendar clear, Researching the activities available, figuring out all the costs, talking to 

God about our desires and monetary needs and trying to save all we could to make it a reality. 

 

When you look forward to something it motivates you to Live Forward in preparation.   

 

Sometimes we look forward not to something pleasant or pleasurable but to the end of something unpleasurable.  

When your sick with the flu you look forward to being healthy and do things to hasten its coming.  Rest, liquids, 

medicine etc.  Looking forward motivates living forward. 

 

We’re talking about heaven again today and I want to have a talk with you about living forward.  Open your 

bibles to 2 Peter 3.  The apostle Peter is talking to believers whose beliefs are under attack by false teachers 

promoting heresy.  In particular their anticipation of the coming of Christ and the promises that follow were 

being criticized and undermined.  Peter in this passage wants them to persist in looking forward and living 

forward so he refixes their gaze upon the future expectation. 

 

2 Peter 3:3-15 (NIV)  3First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 

following their own evil desires. 4They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers 

died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by 

God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters also the 

world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved 

for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 8But do not forget this one thing, 

dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is not 

slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 

disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid 

bare. 11Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live 

holy and godly lives 12as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about 

the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13But in keeping with his promise 

we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 14So then, dear friends, 

since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
15Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the 

wisdom that God gave him.  

 

Here Peter reminds them of coming events.  In particular the coming judgment and the day when god recreates 

all things new and improved.  The day of wrath and the day of reward.  And three times he refers to the 

believers as ones who are looking forward to that day.  Why?  Because that day represents the end of what is 

currently wrong with this world, the suffering, the pain, the evil etc. and the beginning of what will be 

exceedingly wonderful.   
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And this is one of the aspects of the believers living that gets too little air time.  And I’m as guilty as any.  But 

when you are a student of scripture as we all should be you will notice a frequency of the biblical writers 

appealing to their readers to look ahead to that day and live today with that day in our sights.  Let me take you 

for a walk through scripture. 

 

Scripture Collage on Anticipating the Day of the Lord. 

 

Job 19:25-27 (NIV)  I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  26And 

after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God;  27I myself will see him with my own eyes--I, 

and not another. How my heart yearns within me!    

 

2 Cor. 5:1-5 (NIV)  Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, 

an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our 

heavenly dwelling, . . . 4For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be 

unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
5Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 

what is to come.  

 

Romans 8:18-25 (NIV)  I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 

be revealed in us. 19The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For the 

creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom 

of the children of God. (Two fold hope, do you see it.)  22We know that the whole creation has been groaning 

as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits 

of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For 

in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25But if 

we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  

 

2 Tim. 4:6-8 (NIV)  For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my 

departure. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Now there is in store for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only 

to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  

 

Titus 2:11-14 (NIV)  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say 

"No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 

age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 

own, eager to do what is good.  

 

Here Paul alludes to a longing not only by us but also of Jesus.  As much as we are anticipating Christ coming 

back, making an end of sin and making all things new.  Do you realize that he like a groom awaits and longs for 

his people?  Notice in this next one the bidirectional longing. 

 

Hebrews 12:1-3 (NIV)  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out 

for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who 

endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

 

What do you suppose is the joy that was set before Christ?  Friend what is the joy set before any bride-groom?  

Is it not the bride made ready and adorned for Him?    Remember the words of Jesus as he entered the city of 
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Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  Matthew 23:37 (NIV)  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and 

stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 

under her wings, but you were not willing.  

 

Rev. 21:2 (NIV)  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  

 

That city is not just a material city with homes, buildings with walls and gates.  That city will have a population 

in it.  Who are they?  They are the redeemed!  The city is the bride and the ruling place being presented to 

Christ the groom by the Father.  It is the day we long for! It is the day Christ longs for!  It is the day of joy that 

Christ endured the cross for.  It is that day he had in view that enabled him to endure the cross and count the 

shame as nothing. 

 

And there is but one reason the Father holds off: for all that are to belong to the Groom to be gathered.  It is not 

for us to know the times or the epochs which the father has fixed by his own authority Jesus told his disciples.  

(Acts 1:7)  In Matt 24 He told his disciples that end wont come until e gospel has penetrated every nation and he 

said “of that day and hour no one knows, not even the son, but the father alone.”  Peter in our passage today 

says it is the Father’s patience waiting for those who are His to respond and be reached with the Gospel. 

 

2 Peter 3: 9,15 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with 

you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. . . . 15Bear in mind that our Lord's 

patience means salvation, 

 

And so until that day, a message rings out from the church of the redeemed to those the Father awaits.  Rev. 

22:17 says (NIV)  The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is 

thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 

  

We are to proclaim the Lords death saying to the world “come to Jesus” before Jesus comes to us.  The spirit is 

anxious for that day.  The church is to be anxious for that day.  “For in this hope we were saved.” 

 

All of these passages speak of the two-fold hope that we look forward to.  The end of evil and the renewal of all 

things.  Through passages like this God keeps our hope alive by pointing to the day that is sure to come.  As 

sure as God spoke and world came into being Peter says by the same word he will speak and what he has made 

will be destroyed.  And he will speak again and will make all things new. 

 

Are you looking forward church?  And is your looking forward causing you to live forward?  How do you 

know?  What are the evidences that we are living forward?  As I look at these I see several and I’d simply like 

to touch on 3 of them. 

 

Evidence #1 Looking Forward Motivates Hopeful Endurance 

 

Like a mother in childbirth you endure with an eye that looks forward to holding that baby.  Hopeful Endurance 

amidst trials and troubles, and tragedies all of which can not be escaped in this world is motivated by looking 

forward.  Not only that but especially endurance of those things which come upon us specifically because of our 

association with Christ: the scorn, reviling, persecution, temptation; and our endurance is motivated by the day 

that all is will be set right.   

 

If we keep our eyes looking forward we will be able to endure because we see the light at the end of the tunnel.  

Endurance is evidence of looking forward. 

 

Evidence #2 Looking Forward Motivates Holy Conduct 
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I don’t know how much you noticed it but a great many of the passages that talk about our longing, indicate that 

looking forward to that day motivates Holy conduct. 

 

Does a bride who is looking forward to her wedding night sleep with and carouse with other men.  No she keeps 

herself pure for her groom.  So the bride of Christ wants to bring Jesus Joy and be presented to Him blameless, 

spotless, pure. 

 

You ought to live holy and godly lives 12as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. . .  14So 

then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and 

at peace with him. 

 

Titus 2:11-14 (NIV)  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say 

"No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 

age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 

own, eager to do what is good.  

 

The Christian that is looking forward wants to be something that the groom is dreaming of and longing for and 

does not want to disappoint him, so we live forward with Holy Conduct. 

 

Evidence #3 Looking Forward Motivates Impassioned Evangelism 

  

When you realize someone you love is terminal what is your number one concern?  Their soul right?  Do they 

know Christ?  Have they repented? Are they ready for eternity.  The immenance of their death motivates you to 

share Jesus with them right? 

 

Guess what?  Everyone is terminal.  Everyone!  We don’t need to wait for a Doctors diagnosis of cancer, or 

heart disease before we consider someone terminal.  We know the day of destruction is coming on Satan, his 

demons, and upon the unbelieving world.   

 

Hebrews 9:27-28 (NIV)  Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28so Christ was 

sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to 

bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.  

 

We know this and so we spread and proclaim the gospel.  Jesus left us here for this purpose as he said.  Don’t sit 

around in holy huddles trying to figure out when that day is coming.  What a colossal waste of time.  Instead 

think about how you can unapologetically share Jesus Christ with a world that is dying and going to hell as we 

watch with silent lips of self-preservation.  God has given us of his Spirit church and we have within us a holy 

boldness that is waiting for our faith and our self protection to be laid aside. 

 

We must deny ourselves and follow him.  That means endurance!  That means holy godly living separate from 

this world and that mean sharing our Jesus and gathering his redeemed.  And we can do this because we have 

the power and because we know he is coming back.  That’s living forward.  Are you looking forward, because 

if your not you won’t be living forward.   

 
  
  
 


