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P.O. Box 4049 
Monterey CA, 93942 
831.655.5800 
www.stoneharborchurch.org 
Pastor Johnny Potter 
 
 

Dear Readers, 

 

What follows is one man’s weekly attempt to know the truth of God’s Word and bring it to His people 

for their good and ultimately for His glory. Please regard these only as notes belonging to a busy pastor 

uploaded as they stand (for better or for worse, complete or incomplete, almost always with grammatical 

errors, and always with room for refinement in content, structure, presentation…) to support the ongoing 

study of God’s Word. I firmly believe that the community of faith which is the body of Christ can and 

should bring their gifts to bear for the good of the rest of the body and that any one teacher can be taught 

by the others with an understanding of the truth. Therefore, should you have insight that would sharpen 

any of the thinking expressed here, know that I would be pleased to receive it. Clearly, the input that is 

most welcome and most helpful is that which is more concise than verbose, Biblically grounded and 

expressed with the goal of displacing misunderstanding and apprehending the truth of God’s Word. 

Your thoughts of that nature are most welcome, certainly appreciated and will be thoughtfully 

considered. You are invited to send those insights to me at johnny@stoneharborchurch.org. 

 

In pursuit of truth and growing a shepherd’s heart,  

 

Johnny 
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Date:   June 27, 2010 

Series:   The Church of God’s Intention   

Part:  Part 2 – What God Intends the Church to Do 

Section: Worship  

Topic:   Worship  

Message Title: God Intends the Church to Worship Him 

Outline Title: What Worship Requires 

Short Title: Worship 

Text:   Various 

Key Words: Worship 

 

Message Outline 
God Intends the Church to Worship Him  

“What Worship Requires”   

 A. Hearing God’s Call to Worship 

 B. Understanding God’s Call to Worship 

 C. Worshipping according to God’s Call to Worship  

 

Related Scripture  

1. Heb 12:22-29 

2. Heb 10:19-25 

3. Zc. 12:8; 14:20-21 

4. Mi. 7:18-20 

5. Ex 34:6; Jn 1:14, 17 

6. 1 Cor 14:20-40 

7. Col 2:16-23 

 

Questions for Thought and Discussion 
1. What Scriptures call us to worship God? 

2. What does it mean to worship God? 

3. What OT worship practices have been fulfilled in Christ? 

4. How do we worship God now that we are in Christ? 

5. What worship practices should we abandon? 

6. What worship practices should we retain? 

7. How should we reform our worship?  

 

Memory and Meditation Verse 

28
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so 

worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 
29

for our "God is a consuming fire." Heb 

12:28-29 (NIV) 

This page provides an overview of the message and resources for individual and group study. 
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II. Part 2 – What God Intends the Church to Do 
(The Activities of the Church) 

C. God Intends the Church to Worship Him 

And What does Worship Require? Worship requires that we: 

3. Hear God’s Call to Worship 

a) The Call to Worship in Scripture 

(6) First in My Mind 

The first Scripture that comes to my mind as a clear call to worship is 

Psalm 95:6 – “Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before 

the LORD our Maker.” (See entire Psalm). But certainly this was not the 

first time God had called His people to worship Him.  

(7) First Use of “Worship” in a Scriptural Call 

Exodus 3 – The first clear call from God to His people to worship Him 

came via Moses in Ex 3 in the context of God revealing Himself to Moses 

in the burning bush and announcing to him that He would use him to 

deliver His people out of Egypt into the promised land. There on Mt. 

Horeb/Sinai Moses was taking in this marvelous miraculous appearance of 

God in a bush that burned but was not consumed. There God said in verse 

12, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is 

I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 

shall worship God at this mountain.” Later, God did deliver them out of 

Egypt they did return to that spot and, in Exodus 19, God called them to 

prepare to worship Him:  “
10

The LORD also said to Moses, "Go to the 

people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their 

garments; 
11

and let them be ready for the third day, for on the third day the 

LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.”  

(8) First Implied Call to Worship 

But even this is not the first time the POG felt compelled to worship God. 

Indeed that desire was placed into mankind by God Himself. Many 

people, myself included, believe this to be innate to humans and a large 

part of what it means to be created in the image and likeness of God. Just 

as you and I find our most meaningful relationships with other humans 

with whom share the same likeness (as opposed to animals with whom we 

do not), so too God finds His most meaningful relationships (outside of 

the Trinity) with those He created in His image. We are created by the 

Creator in His image and likeness for the purpose of relationship with 

Him – a relationship of intimate communion that would be expected 

between a devoted son and His loving Father who is genuinely worthy 

of devotion. 
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It is NOT an overstatement to say that we were created to worship. 

Worship in its most seminal expression is the life of intimate communion 

with God which He created us for in the first place, and for which He has 

redeemed us by Christ so that in Him we might enjoy Him forever. 

(9) The First Post Fall Act of Worship 

I read no direct call to worship before Exodus 3 but Adam and Eve’s first 

two sons, Cain and Able, seemed to carry an internal call to worship. 

There story is told in Gen 4. And we can at least note today that from this 

very first post-fall account of worship that not all acts of worship are 

regarded as acceptable worship in the eyes of God. Expelled from the 

Garden-Sanctuary of God in Eden, separated from Him they now 

exhibited and acted on their desire to reach out to Him. They both brought 

an offering to God, a sacrifice from their possessions.  

3
So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the 

LORD of the fruit of the ground.  
4(C)

Abel, on his part also brought of the 

firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions And 
(D)

the LORD had regard 

for Abel and for his offering;  
5
but 

(E)
for Cain and for his offering He had 

no regard So 
(F)

Cain became very angry and his countenance fell.  
6
Then 

the LORD said to Cain, "
(G)

Why are you angry? And why has your 

countenance fallen?  
7
"

(H)
If you do well, will not your countenance be 

lifted up? 
(I)And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its 

desire is for you, 
(J)but you must master it."  

8
Cain told Abel his brother. 

And it came about when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against 

Abel his brother and 
(K)

killed him.  
9
Then the LORD said to Cain, 

"
(L)

Where is Abel your brother?" And he said, "I do not know. Am I my 

brother's keeper?"  
10

He said, "What have you done? 
(M)

The voice of your 

brother's blood is crying to Me from the ground.  
11

"Now 
(N)

you are cursed 

from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's 

blood from your hand.  
12

"
(O)

When you cultivate the ground, it will no 

longer yield its strength to you; 
(P)

you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on 

the earth."  

Cain convinces us that we can worship God amiss, i.e., we can worship 

God in such a way that God has no ‘regard’ for our ‘offering’. Waltke 

identifies Cain’s worship shortcoming as “tokenism.” The text says of 

Able that he brought to God ‘of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 

portions…’. Not such qualitative description is made of the offering Cain 

brought to worship God. Waltke notes that there is no indication that Cain 

brought of his first or best. Cain’s attitude is further disclosed by his tell-

tale response to God’s not regarding his worship: He was ‘angry’ and ‘his 

countenance fell’ (5,6). Even when called on this response by God and 

warned of the danger of whatever it was that caused God not to be pleased 

with his offering, he continued in his way which then led to the murder of 

his brother Able. For this the curse of estrangement that was upon both 

Cain and Able was increased upon Cain. The ground that would bring 
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forth fruit only by the sweat of man’s brow (Gen 3:17-19) would now ‘no 

longer yield its strength to’ him at all (12).  

Cain’s behavior and God’s disapproval of it seem to indicate that Cain’s 

worship was feigned. It was not that of a devoted son seeking to have 

fellowship with a distant but loving Father, rather it was that of a man 

trying to manipulate God for selfish ambitions. 

Pastor Kit says it like this: “Cain’s encounter with God is the first 

example of the pseudo-worship that characterizes man in his autonomous 

estrangement. In this way it provides the paradigm for all human religion 

in every place and time. For, every religious form reflects the conflicted 

duplicity of the human soul: Being image-bearers, people are moved 

within themselves to seek some sort of encounter with deity, but at an 

acceptable spiritual and psychological distance determined by their 

estrangement. Human religious practice is ultimately self-concerned and 

self-seeking; it doesn’t seek closeness to God Himself – which is true 

worship, but access to His provision.” From Pastor Kit Culver’s Sacred 

Space series notes. See the excellent related discussion of this event in pp. 

25-28.  

So pre-fall worship organically present in divine-human communion was 

lost in the Fall and subsequent estrangement between God and man. But 

worship continued. Some worship was acceptable to God and other 

worship was not. And unacceptable worship exacerbated man’s 

estrangement from God. 

(10) Worship Continued 

Unsolicited and solicited worship continued after Cain and Able. Noah 

built an altar and made offering on it to God after God delivered him 

through the flood (Gen 8:20). Abram built an altar to God after God 

promised to give him land seed and blessing in Gen 12:7, which was the 

first of a series of altars he built in several places. These altars became the 

places of worship, places where Abram ‘called upon the name of the Lord’ 

(12:8, 13:4) and one such altar was the place where he bound laid his son 

Isaac at the request of God (22:9). 

(11) Worship was Directed by God 

This is an example of worship being directed by God. This direction took 

on more definition in the days after the Exodus when God prescribed a 

very precise worship structure that the POG were to follow. We have 

already spoken of God’s requirement that the POG consecrate themselves 

in preparation for meeting with Him in worship as He gave His Law to 

Moses (Ex 19, 20). At this time God gave them the 10 commandments 

including the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before 

Me.” (20:3) and the related prohibition against idolatry (20:4-5) due to the 

fact that He is ‘a jealous God.” In addition to this commands which very 
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much directs the worship of the POG, the next several chapters lay out not 

only how the people are to live with each other, but also how they are to 

worship God (Ex 23, 25-31, 38-40). Perhaps the greatest repository of 

instruction regarding worship is held for us in the book of Leviticus. 

Therein lie not only the shadows of what was later fulfilled but the 

enduring principles to what God still requires of us in worship. The huge 

attention to detail regarding how He is to be worshiped by His people 

testifies to the fact that God is not to be worshiped in any old way that His 

people can think up on their own but only in the way that He directs. The 

sacrifices and offerings and festivals and Sabbaths and the priesthood… 

all were established to direct the worship of God by His people. The 

people of God were called to worship, but in a directed way. 

 

(12) Worship Requires Sacrifice 

In all its occurrences, worship required sacrifice and particularly sacrifice 

that provided a way of approach for unholy and estranged man to the holy 

God.  God prescribed sin offerings, burnt offerings, ordination offerings, 

peace offerings. All these sacrificial offerings made clear that in order to 

approach God, God’s means of approach was required; and those means 

required sacrifice so that sinful man could have his sins atoned for 

enabling the reconciliation of estranged man to God. 

 

It is also helpful to note the distinct role of the priest in the Levitical 

system. It was the priest that must make the sin offering for atonement -- 

first for his sin and then for the sins of the people. This means that the 

people apart from the ordained priests and the sanctioned sacrifices they 

made could not even approach God to worship him. 

 

Thus sacrifice and the mediatorial role of the priest are essential to man’s 

worship of God. 

(13) Worship then looked forward to worship now 

In Ex 24 God solidifies His covenant relationship with the people of Israel 

who agree to all that God has commanded them. There they built an altar 

and made sacrificial offerings and the Scripture even says that there Moses 

with 70 of the elders of Israel ‘saw the God of Israel’ (Ex 24:10) and by 

implication they actually ‘ate and drank’ (Ex 24:11) with Him. I can not 

help but see in this a foretaste of the marriage feast of the lamb pictured in 

Jesus story of the prodigal son and seen in Revelation 19:7ff when the 

rituals and partiality of worship will give way to the life of worship that 

will be forever enjoyed by the redeemed reconciled humanity who will be 

restored to a life with God that not just reaches for intimate communion 

with God but rests in its reality, a life of worship.  Is this not already 

available to us in Christ? 
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b) Jesus Changed How We Worship 

But of course this is just the beginning of the story of worship. Jesus did not come 

and leave God’s direction for worship unchanged. He came and moved the story 

of God forward into its conclusion. The worship that was prescribed in the OT 

and which was to take place in the tabernacle and then the temple in Jerusalem 

and which was mediated by a priest who made the necessary sacrifices on behalf 

of God’s people found its fulfillment in Christ Himself. He was now the ultimate 

Temple, the place of worship, the Priest and the Sacrifice.  

 

All the reaching of man toward God was now made unnecessary because God had 

in Christ come to man in the power and presence of the Son of God Himself and 

then in His Spirit. Worship in the temple was now superseded by worship in 

Christ. Do you get this? The requirements God laid out in the OT as to the 

acceptable form of worship have not been eliminated, they have been fulfilled in 

Christ. We no longer worship at a temple, we worship ‘at’ the place of Christ. We 

no longer approach God bringing sin offerings, we approach God cleansed in the 

blood of the Lamb that is God Himself sacrificed for us once for all.  

 

This does not diminish our need for consecration as a preparation for worship but 

it acknowledges that Christ has already made us holy and in Him we are 

consecrated and prepared for worship. 

 

(6) Leave Behind What Was In Part 

We dare not be so foolish and act in such disregard of what God has done 

in Christ – reconciling us to God – so as to continue to worship as if He 

had not so reconciled us.  

 

I think of the village of primitive people who lived on two sides of a river 

that often swelled to dangerous levels. The people had need to get from 

one side to the other and would do so by swimming pushing their loads 

ahead of them in semi-floating baskets. Their chief has tied a rope from 

one side of the river to the other and instructed the people to hold onto the 

rope while they crossed. Some day, he said, you will not need the rope for 

you will be able to walk on dry ground from one side to the other. But 

every year during the rainy season the swollen river would overcome 

several people who tried to swim across when the flow was too great and 

they could not keep a hold on the chief’s rope. Seeing their plight a loving 

engineer who had become good friends with the chief raised the money 

and organized the construction of a bridge that could and did withstand the 

highest of waters. While the bridge was being built the chief passed. His 

friend finished the project and named the bridge after the chief, but the 

villagers would not use it. They had never seen such a bridge built out of 

such materials and they preferred to swim across and take their chances as 

they had for generations. It was a matter of pride for some, others didn’t 

want to dishonor the memory of the chief by no longer using the rope that 
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he had provided, still others had reasons of their own. But for whatever the 

reasons it became the bridge that ‘we don’t need.’  

 

God has made a bridge for us in Christ. This bridge is so superior to the 

former bridge (which God never intended to live past the time of the 

advent of better bridge) that we would be foolish not to use it.  

(7) Embrace What Has Been Fulfilled 

(a) John 4 

 
21

Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, 
(Y)

an hour is coming when 
(Z)

neither in 

this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.  
22

"
(AA)

You worship 

what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
(AB)

salvation is from the 

Jews. 
23

"But 
(AC)

an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father 
(AD)

in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 

worshipers.  

(b) Christ is our Sacrifice, High Priest & Mediator 

John 1:29 
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world! 

Hebrews 9:11 
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered 

through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to 

say, not of this creation; 
1 Timothy 2:5 
For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus, 

 

Trans. -- Our approach to God is in Christ. We have no right to worship God except the 

right He has secured for us by sacrificing His life and thereby atoning for our sins, 

redeeming us, and reconciling us to God. As the redeemed of the Lord Jesus, and only as 

the redeemed can we approach Him. But so redeemed we can and indeed must come and 

worship our worthy God. 

4. Understand God’s Call to Worship 

a) Worship Defined 

(6) Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary 

“…reverent devotion and allegiance pledged to God; the rituals or 

ceremonies by which this reverence is expresses. The English word 

worship comes from the Old English word worthship, a word which 

denotes the worthiness of the one receiving the special honor or devotion.” 

P.1107 
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b) Pre-Fall Worship 

Was not the life God gave to Adam and Eve the life of worship to be enjoyed in 

peace and rest with all things as they were intended by God – God with man in 

garden sanctuary of Eden? 

c) Post-Fall Worship 

Worship in the context of death -- estrangement from God. Tarnished image-

bearers reaching for God across a chasm they could not bridge, first according to 

their own best efforts then according to the direction of God. 

d) Christian Worship 

Worship in the context of life and communion God has restored us to with Him 

by means of Jesus Christ. 

e) What Worship is Not 

(6) About Man 

(a) Man’s Purposes 

(b) Man’s Means 

(7) What We Have Made It 

(a) Cain’s Early Worship Error (Gen 4:4-8) 

(b) Exodus 32:1 -- [ The Golden Calf ]  

Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, 

the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, "Come, make us a god who 

will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of 

Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." 

(c) Leviticus 10 -- The Sin of Nadab and Abihu 
1
Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective 

firepans, and after putting fire in them, placed incense on it and 

offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had not 

commanded them. 
2
And fire came out from the presence of the 

LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 

 
3
Then Moses said to Aaron, "It is what the LORD spoke, 

saying, 'By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, 

And before all the people I will be honored.'"  So Aaron, therefore, 

kept silent.  

(d) God via Isaiah: I hate your worship activities  

Isaiah 1:13-14 – “Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense 

is an abomination to Me New moon and sabbath, the calling of 

assemblies--I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. I hate 
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your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have 

become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them.” 

(e) Worship Trade Magazine 

(f) Worship YOUTube video Chuck Sent – The Show 

 

Trans. – Our service of worship can get off track. It seems to do it in every 

generation and in every culture. It seems to do it when we scrap God’s expressed 

intention and start trying to improvise our own. We come up with another new 

idea about how to cross the river when God has already built the bridge. 

f) What Worship Is 

(6) Worship is About God 

(a) God’s Purposes 

(b) God’s Stated Means 

(i) His Time & Place of Choice 

• Pre-Fall: Garden-Sanctuary of Eden 

• Post Fall: Sacred Space in Type/Prototype: Altars, 

Tabernacle, Temple 

• In Christ: Sacred Space in Antitype/Fulfillment 

(ii) His Elements 

(a) Preaching 

(b) Prayer 

(c) Song 

(7) Worship is What God Has Made It 

(a) By His Creating Mankind in His Image 

Kit: “The first two chapters of Genesis reveal that man’s unique 

nature as divine image-bearer was to serve his created function as 

divine son. All of his roles and responsibilities were to be met in the 

context of his core devotion to his Creator-Father; above all else, 

man was created to worship his God, for worship is the essence of 

communion when viewed from the human side. The divine image in 

man serves the goal of divine-human communion, and communion is 

worship.” Sacred Space p.26 

(b) By His Being (Which Calls Out Our Worship) 

See Clowney 
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(c) By His Direction  

We want to bring those elements into our worship services that God 

has directed us to do so and having learned the lesson of Cain, 

Aaron, Nadab… we do not want to bring in elements that God has 

not so directed. Further we do not want to worship as if Jesus has not 

brought about the new covenant in which we now live. 

(i) Three Elements of Worship 

(a) Preaching the Word of  

God 

When the POG first gathered in the holy assembly 

to become the POG by the covenant that God made 

with them at Sinai (Ex 24) the words that 

communicated the covenant were read in their 

hearing. 
Exodus 24:7 
Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the 

hearing of the people; and they said, " All that the LORD has 

spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!" 

 

The word of God from that point forward and even 

into the life of the church today has remained 

central to our worship of God. 

 
Jeremiah 26:2 
"Thus says the LORD, ' Stand in the court of the LORD'S 

house, and speak to all the cities of Judah who have come to 

worship in the LORD'S house all the words that I have 

commanded you to speak to them Do not omit a word! 

 

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than 

any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of 

soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge 

the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 

John 6:63 
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 

words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

 

1 John 1:1 
What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 

with our hands, concerning the Word of Life— 

 

James 1:21 -- Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all 

that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word 

implanted, which is able to save your souls. 

 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
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for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18 

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 

 

Romans 10:14 
How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not 

heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 

 

2 Timothy 4:2 

preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 

 

Of course the preaching of the word requires your 

listening to the preaching of the word. Listen past 

the preacher to the word of God preached. 

  

Trans. -- The first God directed element of worship 

for the church is the proclamation of His word. The 

second is… 

(b) Prayer 

The worshipper will pray without ceasing as an 

attitude of life and will pray with focused attention 

as an act of direct worship.  

(i) Individual Prayer 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 
pray without ceasing; 

 

Matthew 14:23 
After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on 

the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was 

evening, He was there alone. 

 

This is one of many places where Jesus 

prays by Himself to His Father 

(ii)  Corporate Prayer 

Matthew 6:9 
Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. 

 

1Tim 2:1-8 
1
First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, 

petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all 

men, 
2
for kings and all who are in authority, so that 

we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness 

and dignity. 
3
This is good and acceptable in the sight 
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of God our Savior,  
4
who desires all men to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
5
For there 

is one God, and one mediator also between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus, 
6
who gave Himself as a 

ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. 

 
7
For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I 

am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the 

Gentiles in faith and truth. 
8
Therefore I want the men 

in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without 

wrath and dissension.  

 

Of course prayer requires that you pray. Pray with 

but also past the one leading us in prayer to the God 

to whom we pray. 

 

Trans. God has directed us to worship him in the 

word and in prayer and also in… 

(c) Song 

Song is another element of worship God ordained in 

both the old and new covenants. Christ’s fulfillment 

of the law and the prophets has NOT called for the 

silencing of our voices lifted in song. 

 

David has given us many songs of praise in his 

poetry that fill the book of Psalms. 

 

After sharing the last supper the night before His 

betrayal Jesus and His disciples sang a hymn (Mat 

26:30) and went out to the Garden of Gethsemane 

to pray. 

 

The writer of Hebrews cites Jesus quoting Psalm 

22:22 in Hebrews 2:12 -- 12
saying, "I WILL PROCLAIM 

YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF 

THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE."   
 

Paul’s exhortation to song rings clear.  

Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 

wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in 

your hearts to God. 

Ephesians 5:18 
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be 

filled with the Spirit, 
19

speaking to one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 

your heart to the Lord;  
20

always giving thanks for all things in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;  
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Of course song is not for your enjoyment but for 

God’s, therefore song in worship requires that you 

sing. Sing past the song leader to the God to whom 

we sing. 

 

Trans. – These are the three clearly defined 

elements God has directed us to include in our 

worship of Him. Along with these elements He as 

not given us a service manual but He has 

included… 

(ii) The Guiding Rule of Worship 

(a) That Everything be done Properly and in Order 

 

1 Cor 14:40 
But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner. 

(iii) Any Other Elements 

Any other elements we include in the worship 

service from time to time must be subordinate and 

serve these three clearly defined elements of 

worship and must be employed properly and in 

order. 

(8) Worship is… 

(a) The life of the Redeemed 

What is your personal life of worship? It is living out the reality of 

who God has redeemed you to be in Christ. 

 

It requires you to live in the awareness of the new life God has 

breathed into you as those He has saved out of the darkness of life 

apart from Him and into the new life of  intimate communion with 

Him.  

 

Trans. -- On the one hand worship must be deeply personal and 

individual. It is you expressing your devotion to the Lord in 

complete transparency and abject honesty – naked and not ashamed. 

On the other hand, even individual personal worship as God intends 

is not complete. For God did not call us to worship Him in isolation 

of each other, but with each other. Therefore if we are to worship as 

God intends we will not only be worshippers in the course of our 

daily lives apart from each other, but we will gather in His name and 

together worship Him according to His intentions for corporate 

worship. Worship is … 

(b) The Focused Devotion of the Church Gathered 
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What is your corporate life of worship? It is living out the reality of 

who God has redeemed you to be in Christ in unified relationship 

with the community of believers He has gathered together in His 

name. It is each member of the body recognizing their need for and 

their use to the other members of the one body of which Christ is our 

common redeemer and head. 

 

Heb 10:19-25 
19 Therefore, brethren,  

since  

we have confidence to enter the holy place  

by the blood of Jesus,  

20  by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us  

through  the veil,  

that is, His flesh,  

21 and since  

we have a great priest over the house of God,  

22 let us draw near  

with a sincere heart  

in full assurance of faith,  

having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience  

and our bodies washed with pure water.  

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope  

without wavering,  

for He who promised is faithful;  

24 and  

let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  

25  not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 

some,  

but encouraging one another;  

and all the more as you see the day drawing near.  

 

We gather together to worship according to the call of God in the collective 

manner He called us to be a part of. The first century church has left us an 

example to follow. 
 

Acts 2:42 
They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.  
 

TRANS. – We must hear God’s call to worship, understand it and then finally, and our 

third point, we must… 

5. Worship According to God’s Call to Worship 

a) We can not worship together unless we are here together. 

I want to start the service with Scripture reading that we might redirect and focus 

our thoughts upon our worthy God. But I feel disrespectful to God for reading His 

Word before people get here, or on top of greetings exchanged as we enter. 

 

Do you show up late to meet your clients? Do you come late to your family 

meals? Do get to the airport any old time around your departure time? How much 
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more should we not be on time when we gather together to worship our worthy 

God? Feel the sting a bit. You know I love you. 

 

We can not worship together unless we are here together. “Come, let us worship 

and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker!” 

b) We can not truly be here together unless we are here 

overlooking the shortcomings of others and focusing our devotion 

on God… 
 

Proverbs 19:11 

A man's discretion makes him slow to anger, And it is his glory to overlook a transgression. 
 

We may be in the same room together, but not together to worship God if we are 

thinking about things or people other than God. We do not want to be the person 

looking past our lover pouring out their deepest expressions of love to us all the 

while distractedly thinking about what we want – “Yeah, yeah, yeah, … what’s 

for lunch?” 

 

To worship God, we must not be distracted by the shortcomings of the person 

leading our songs, our prayers or our preaching.  

 

• Do not focus on my shortcomings and lack of eloquence in preaching – 

hear the word of God in my remarks. I take very seriously the warning in 

James: “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that 

as such we will incur a stricter judgment.” (Ja 3:1) I have very little 

confidence in the flesh, but I have confidence in the word of God and I 

seek to bring that to you in a way that is thoughtful enough to guard 

against superficiality and not so detailed that you can’t see the forest 

through the trees. I do not always succeed. But I guarantee that if you look 

past my presentational shortcomings and the man Johnny Potter who is 

still being transformed, you will find the word of God. Be the body of 

Christ around me, active in building me up with your gifts.  

• Do not focus on Chuck’s shortcomings and any musical mishaps – sing 

with him unto the Lord engaging you heart and mind in genuine focused 

recognition of our worthy God. He is in process like the rest of us and our 

worship is not about him but about Him. Look past any presentational 

shortcomings and the man Chuck Lares who is still being transformed and 

worship our worthy God in song as He has called us. Be the body of Christ 

around Chuck, active in building him up with your gifts.  

• Do not focus on Becky’s shortcomings and any prayer problems – pray 

with her to your Father in heaven who delights in the fact that you have 

not shot out a quick email, text or tweet to Him, but have come to Him in 

person and are looking Him in the eye and speaking with Him in person. 

Becky’s prayer is not a performance for you to listen to and hope that one 

day you too will be able to pray with such depth and sincerity. She is 

speaking for us in a way that is proper and in order, but her prayers are not 
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complete without your amens. Look past any shortcoming and the woman 

Becky Ellis who is herself still being transformed; and pray with her to our 

worthy heavenly Father. Be the body of Christ around her, active in 

building her up with your gifts. 

c) We can not focus our devotion on God unless we get it into our 

heads that worship is not about us, it is about God! 

You have houses to eat and drink and invite your friends over and watch the 

world cup at… This is not about that. This is better. This is more important. It is 

about God and honoring and expressing your devotion to Him in a focused 

manner. It is about meeting with God, letting Him be the center and, listening to 

Him, singing to Him, praying to Him. 

 

Trans. – We will not worship as God intends until we finally and fully get it into our 

heads that worship is not about us, but about Him. Oh, but how sweet to be in His 

presence in a focused way.  

 

ILLUS. -- Off the Wall Surfing: when in heightened awareness time slowed and 

thrill was multiplied. This was not, “Quick mom look at me, wee and splash.” 

This was adrenaline pumping liquid tactile joy of – life and death intimacy with 

the dynamic of creation. I wanted do that again, and again.  

 

Well we have something way better than the waves of the natural creation. We have the 

presence of the Creator Himself who has in Christ brought us into intimate communion 

with Him.  

 

Ho hum. No! It is ho hum only if we let our minds wander off of His greatness and the 

immediacy of His presence with us and even in us. If we turn our backs on the ocean and 

stare at the wall while our friend is surfing, it is ho hum. If we get in the water and learn 

to surf it is joy indescribable. Come let us worship…! 

 

Conclusion 
I would like this week to be a week of rethinking our service of worship. Please rethink your 

individual life of worship and your participation in corporate worship. If you are actively 

involved in leading or facilitating an aspect of the Sunday worship service, think this week about 

how we can worship according to the intentions of God.  

 

Does the way we conduct our worship service now worship God in the way He has intended? Do 

we have elements that are left out? Do we have elements that should be left out? Do we give 

proper place to God or have we made it about us? Are we bringing strange fire and provoking 

God to anger in any way like Nadab? Are we relying on the wisdom of men instead of trusting in 

the wisdom of God? Are we callous? Disrespectful? Are we consumers of a religious 

performance or worshippers of our worthy God? Are we stars on stage or servants at the feet of 

the cross? Are we leading when we should first be following? Are we following when we should 

be leading? You get the idea. Think with me this week. Examine yourself – as to the log. Then in 

love examine the body – as to the speck. Then in humility and added love strengthen the body 

where it is week. 
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Should you see a weakness in my part of the worship service here is what I want you to do. 

Johnny, based on the Biblical understanding of worship as expressed in these verses (an 

appropriate segment of your biblical theology of worship), from my vantage point I can see that 

God would be better worshiped at Stone Harbor Church if we would…  

 

That type of input is good and welcomed and needful for the good of the body and the glory of 

God.  

 

In all our dealings with each other, do not take your concerns about me to a third party. That only 

breeds division and disunity and discord. Bring them to me. If I blow them off and if your 

concern regards not style but sin, then follow the order that God has given us in Mat 18 and Gal 

6:1.  

 

Likewise, should you see a weakness in Chuck’s part of the worship service or Becky’s part, or 

Marie’s part, treat them the same way. 

 

But remember, the goal is not crafting a worship service according to your likings; rather it must 

be serving God in worship according to His intentions. 

 

Pray with Me! 



The Church of God’s Intention What God Intends the Church to Do 

   

God Intends the Church to Worship Him  Page 19 

Bibliography 

For the Series on “God’s Intention for the Church” 
 

1. Zerwick, Max, S.J., Grosvenor, Mary, A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament, 

Unabridged, 3
rd

, Revised Edition, Editrice Pontificio Instituto Biblico, Roma, 1988. 

 

2. "Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE®, Copyright © 

1960,1962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,1975,1977,1995 by The Lockman Foundation."  

 

3. Clowney, Edmund P., The Church, Contours of Christian Theology, Gerald Bray, General 

Editor, Inter-Varsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 1995. 

 

4. Spinney, Robert G., Looking for God In All the Wrong Places, An Appeal for Word-Based 

Corporate Worship, 1
st
 Edition, 2006, TULIP BOOKS, Hartsville, TN. 

 

5. Piper, John, Brothers, We Are NOT Professionals, A Plea to Pastors for Radical Ministry, © 

2002 by Desiring God Foundation, Broadman & Holman Publishers, Nashville, Tennessee.   

 

6. Laniak, Timothy S., Shepherds after My own Heart, PASTORAL TRADITIONS AND LEADERSHIP IN 

THE BIBLE, New Studies in Biblical Theology (NSBT) 20, Series Editor:  D.A. Carson, Apollos, 

Inter-Varsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 2007. 

 

7. Alexander, T. Desmond, From Eden to the New Jerusalem, An Introduction to Biblical 

Theology, An Introduction to Biblical Theology, Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, 2009. 

 

8. LaRondelle, Hans K., The Israel of God in Prophecy, Principles of Prophetic Interpretation, 

Andrews University Press, Berrien Springs, MI, 1983. 

 

9. Horton, Michael, A Better Way, Rediscovering the Drama of Christ-Centered Worship, Baker 

Books, Grand Rapids, MI, 2003. 

 

10. Beale, G.K., Series Editor: D.A. Carson, The Temple and the Church’s Mission, A biblical 

theology of the dwelling place of God, InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 2004. 

 
3/10/10 

 


