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KJV – Genesis 20:1-18 

 

“Indeed She is My Sister” 

      This evening’s lesson almost seems like a repeat of Genesis 12:10-20. Remember Abraham was 
just a man, justified by faith, imputed righteousness from God yet he was still in the flesh. We see 
here how Abraham lapses again down at Gerar. 
 
     Abraham was certainly not a perfect man, but he was God’s man. In spite of his lying down in 
Egypt, his immoral affair with Hagar and even his distortion of the truth here, God still blessed him 
and the LORD even blessed those that were good to him just as He said He would. 
 
     When God Almighty Sovereignly selects an individual for use in His program, even though he 
may have some flaws and lapses, He is still always protected by God and those who do anything 
negative to him will experience God’s judgment. 
 
 
Genesis 20:1 

1And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and 
Shur, and sojourned in Gerar. 

     Gerar was located about 10 miles southeast of Gaza and was originally a Canaanite city (Genesis 
10:19), which was part of the promised land to Abraham (15:21; 26: 1-3). At the time Abraham 
moved to this area, the city was heavily populated by Philistines, in fact, Abimelech, the king of 
Gerar (20:2), was a Philistine king (Genesis 26:8).  

     No one knows why Abraham moved - better pasture, get away from stench of judgment, try to 
find Lot, but anywhere he went he would face Gentile powers. There is no indication Abraham 
prayed before making this move, and if you don’t consult God, you are heading to trouble. 

Genesis 20:2 

2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took 
Sarah. 

     Here I almost want to say on Abraham’s behalf “Oh no not again.” It was here again that Abraham 
was afraid of the powers controlling the world, so he came up with his own plan of protection, 
namely tell a half-truth.  

    Abraham’s arrival in Abimelech’s area provided him with yet another opportunity for the 
patriarch to trust in his God or to take matters yet again into his own hands by perpetuating a  
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socially acceptable half-truth. Fearing man and not trusting in God and allowing people to think that 
Sarah was his sister, we see routinely brought difficulties into their live. This king took Sarah into 
his own harem. 

Genesis 20:3 

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for 
the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. 

     She is my sister. Twenty-five years after leaving Egypt in disgrace because of lying about his wife, 
here Abraham reverted to the same ploy. Abimelech took his wife and spared his life. This king that 
took Sarah was most likely the father or the grandfather of Abimelech encountered by Isaac. 
(Genesis 26:1) 

     God came to this king in a dream. Again Abraham’s LORD intervened to protect Sarah, who had 
joined in on the lie of her husband as confirmed even by her in verse five, deceiving a king who 
earnestly protested his innocence and integrity before the LORD God. He would also demonstrate 
the proper submission to the warning of a Sovereign God. 

Genesis 20:4-6 

4 But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, LORD, wilt thou slay also a righteous nation? 

5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity 
of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this. 

6 And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I 
also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. 

     Abimelech’s appeal to God is actually reminiscent of Abraham’s earlier appeal to God as recorded 
in Genesis chapter eighteen involving the concept of righteousness. 

Genesis 18:25 

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the 
righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

     He also appeals to God on the basis of his “integrity” and “innocence.”  

     The Sovereign, Omniscient God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob allows and agrees with the plea of 
the king, but also makes him aware of the real reason the king was not allowed to pursue his 
natural inclinations. 

     Who kept this man from sinning? It was a Sovereign God and the LORD even told him this. God 
kept him from sinning.  

     Notwithstanding God’s restraint of Abimelech, he was still required to restore Sarah back to 
Abraham to forestall the judgment. 
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Genesis 20:7 

7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt 
live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 

     Abraham was God’s man, in spite of his failures and faults and even in spite of this lie, he still 
served as God’s intermediary and the intercessor for Abimelech as we will see later in verses 
seventeen and eighteen.  

     This is the first time the Hebrew term for “Prophet” is used in the Scriptures. It is used here to 
identify Abraham as being recognized by Almighty God to speak to Him on the behalf of Abimelech. 

     Usually this term is used to describe, not as one who speaks to God on someone’s behalf, but used 
as to identify one who speaks to someone on the behalf of God, or speaking for God. 

Genesis 20:8-9 

8 Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told all these things in 
their ears: and the men were sore afraid. 

9 Then Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and what have I 
offended thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? thou hast done deeds 
unto me that ought not to be done. 

10 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing? 

     God’s sentence in the matter was to restore the man’s wife unto him on the consequences of 
death if he did not comply. God’s correction of Abimelech led to Abimelech’s admonition of 
Abraham. This took the form of several penetrating questions, not the least of which was “What 
hast thou done unto us?”  

     Abraham’s actions could have caused from the king’s standpoint, an action that could have 
resulted in his death and the death of his house. Sin always has far reaching consequences, and is 
never limited to just the sinner themself.  

     The king’s second concern was his alleged offense; and what have I offended thee? He asks 
Abraham if he had done anything unto him to make him do this thing unto him. He was not only 
ready to give back Sarah but also make all things right that needed to be corrected. 

     And the third thing the king stated in verse nine and ten; because there was no offense directly 
from Abimelech unto Abraham, the king told and asks him thou hast done deeds unto me that ought 
not to be done. And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing? 

     Abraham is now placed in the hot seat, and this is a humiliating moment for Abraham. Charles H. 
Spurgeon used to say – “God will never allow His child to sin successfully.” You will suffer humiliation.  
 
     As Dr. Wiersbe said unless we repent of our sins and confess them we will suffer the 
consequences for our sins and the chastening hand of God. 
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Genesis 20:11 
11 And Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay 
me for my wife's sake. 
 
     Abraham’s reply here is very weak, he assumed that these people did not fear his God, yet they 
displayed more fear and trust than that of Abraham. 
 
     It was Abraham, I do believe who learned a powerful lesson here, when you are properly related 
to God, you need not lie because God is protecting you and nothing can prevent you from fulfilling 
God’s will in you. 
 
Genesis 20:12 

12 And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother; 
and she became my wife. 

     It is here the lie of the half truth comes out and Abraham confesses. 

Genesis 20:13 

13 And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, 
This is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, 
He is my brother. 

     Think back to the garden of Eden when God questioned Adam after he had eaten of the Tree of 
Knowledge what he had done, who did Adam blame?  

     None look at man’s nature, in a sense who is Abraham putting the blame on in this verse?  

Genesis 20:14-16 

14 And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenservants, and gave them unto 
Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife. 

15 And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee. 

16 And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: behold, he is to 
thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and with all other: thus she was reproved. 

     This valuable lesson in trusting in the LORD that Abraham had to learn was at the forefront and 
the eve of Abraham’s greatest blessing. God is about to bless Abraham beyond measure. No it is not 
with the riches given to him by this Philistine king, but it will later come in the next chapter with the 
fulfillment of God’s promise. 

Genesis 20:17-18 

17 So Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and 
they bare children. 
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18 For the LORD had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah 
Abraham's wife. 

     Now verse eighteen occurred before verse seventeen, this was part of the punishment and curse 
that God had put on the house of Abimelech because he took Sarah.  

     Yet because of his obedience to God, God provides for him an intercessor, a mediator, a go 
between; someone to intercede to God on his behalf, Abraham.  

     In spite of Abraham’s own personal lapses, he was still a man of prayer.  
 
    Notice because of how they treated Abraham and because Abraham prayed to God for them - this 
Gentile was not only healed, but he and his family received the blessings of God. This amazing 
gracious text shows that God can and will bless His people even when they have problems with sin, 
if they will honestly face it and take the necessary corrective measures to deal with it. 
 
     This chapter ends with the blessings of a Sovereign God, as Abraham prayed, and God heals by 
opening the wombs He had previously closed. This points to the power and might of a Sovereign 
God as He holds the power to give life or to withhold it. 
 
Isaiah 66:9 
 
9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and 
shut the womb? saith thy God. 


