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The Call of Joseph

Genesis 37:1-11

I. Who is Joseph? Man of integrity

e the quality of being honest and having strong
moral principles; moral uprightness

e the state of being whole and undivided.

Proverbs 11:3 (ESV) The integrity of the upright
guides them, but the crookedness of the
treacherous destroys them.

Proverbs 20:7 (ESV) The righteous who walks in
his integrity— blessed are his children after
him!

Psalm 26:1-3 (ESV) Vindicate me, O Lord, for |
have walked in my integrity, and | have trusted
in the Lord without wavering. 2 Prove me, O
Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind. 3
For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and |
walk in your faithfulness.

1 Kings 9:4 (ESV) And as for you, if you will walk
before me, as David your father walked, with
integrity of heart and uprightness, doing
according to all that | have commanded you,
and keeping my statutes and my rules,

Job 2:3 (ESV) And the Lord said to Satan, “Have
you considered my servant Job, that there is
none like him on the earth, a blameless and
upright man, who fears God and turns away
from evil? He still holds fast his integrity,
although you incited me against him to destroy
him without reason.”

Genesis 39:7-9 (ESV) And after a time his
master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said,
“Lie with me.” 8 But he refused and said to his
master’s wife, “Behold, because of me my
master has no concern about anything in the
house, and he has put everything that he has in
my charge. 9 He is not greater in this house
than | am, nor has he kept back anything from
me except you, because you are his wife. How
then can | do this great wickedness and sin
against God?”

Genesis 41:15 & 16 (ESV) And Pharaoh said to
Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no
one who can interpret it. | have heard it said of
you that when you hear a dream you can
interpret it.” 16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is
not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable
answer.”

Genesis 50:18-21 (ESV) His brothers also came
and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we
are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them,
“Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? 20 As
for you, you meant evil against me, but God
meant it for good, to bring it about that many
people should be kept alive, as they are today.
21 So do not fear; | will provide for you and
your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and
spoke kindly to them.

B. Type of Christ.

Isaiah 53:3 (ESV) He was despised and rejected
by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief; and as one from whom men hide their



faces he was despised, and we esteemed him
not.

John 1:11 (ESV) He came to his own, and his
own people did not receive him.

Mark 9:12 (ESV) And he said to them, “Elijah
does come first to restore all things. And how is
it written of the Son of Man that he should
suffer many things and be treated with
contempt?

Acts 2:32—-36 (ESV) This Jesus God raised up,
and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being
therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David
did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself
says, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my
right hand, 35 until | make your enemies your
footstool.” ’ 36 Let all the house of Israel
therefore know for certain that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

C. Model for Christians.

Romans 15:4 (ESV) For whatever was written in
former days was written for our instruction,
that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope.

1 Corinthians 10:6 (ESV) Now these things took
place as examples for us, that we might not
desire evil as they did.

1 Timothy 4:12 (ESV) Let no one despise you for
your youth, but set the believers an example in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.

James 5:10 (ESV) As an example of suffering and
patience, brothers, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.

1 Peter 2:21 (ESV) For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you might
follow in his steps.

II. Jacob’s Part In Joseph's Rejection (v1-4)
A. Reception of gossip.

Romans 1:28-31 (ESV) And since they did not
see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up
to a debased mind to do what ought not to be
done. 29 They were filled with all manner of
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice.
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,
maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers,
haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful,
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31
foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

2 Corinthians 12:20 (ESV) For | fear that perhaps
when | come | may find you not as | wish, and
that you may find me not as you wish—that
perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy,
anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and
disorder.

Matthew 18:15-17 (ESV) “If your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault, between
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have
gained your brother. 16 But if he does not
listen, take one or two others along with you,
that every charge may be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church.
And if he refuses to listen even to the church,
let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector.

B. Favoritism.

1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV) For in one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit.

James 2:1 (ESV) My brothers, show no partiality
as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord of glory.

Hebrews 12:12-17 (ESV) Therefore lift your
drooping hands and strengthen your weak
knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet,
so that what is lame may not be put out of joint
but rather be healed. 14 Strive for peace with



everyone, and for the holiness without which
no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no
one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no
“root of bitterness” springs up and causes
trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that
no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau,
who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For
you know that afterward, when he desired to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no chance to repent, though he sought it
with tears.

lIl. God’s Part In Joseph's Rejection (v5-11)
How God Speaks

Job 33:14-18 (ESV) For God speaks in one way,
and in two, though man does not perceive it. 15
In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep
sleep falls on men, while they slumber on their
beds, 16 then he opens the ears of men and
terrifies them with warnings, 17 that he may
turn man aside from his deed and conceal pride
from a man; 18 he keeps back his soul from the
pit, his life from perishing by the sword.

Psalm 19:7-11 (ESV) The law of the Lord is
perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the
Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 8 the
precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes; 9 the fear of the Lord is
clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord
are true, and righteous altogether. 10 More to
be desired are they than gold, even much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of
the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by them is your
servant warned; in keeping them there is great
reward.

Hebrews 1:1-3 (ESV) Long ago, at many times
and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by
the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,
and he upholds the universe by the word of his

power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

2 Timothy 3:16 & 17 (ESV) All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, 17 that the man of
God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.

2 Peter 1:21 (ESV) For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.

Romans 10:17 (ESV) So faith comes from
hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ.

1 Corinthians 13:8 (ESV) Love never ends. As for
prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues,
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass
away.

A. The harvest dream. (v5-8)

Genesis 42:6 (ESV) Now Joseph was governor
over the land. He was the one who sold to all
the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers
came and bowed themselves before him with
their faces to the ground.

B. The celestial dream. (v9-11)

Genesis 41:32 (ESV) And the doubling of
Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed
by God, and God will shortly bring it about.

Hebrews 10:28 (ESV) Anyone who has set aside
the law of Moses dies without mercy on the
evidence of two or three witnesses.

Deuteronomy 17:6 (ESV) On the evidence of
two witnesses or of three witnesses the one
who is to die shall be put to death; a person
shall not be put to death on the evidence of one
witness.

Matthew 18:16 (ESV) But if he does not listen,
take one or two others along with you, that



every charge may be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses.

2 Corinthians 13:1 (ESV) This is the third time |
am coming to you. Every charge must be
established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses.

1 Corinthians 14:29 (ESV) Let two or three
prophets speak, and let the others weigh what
is said.

1 Timothy 5:19 (ESV) Do not admit a charge
against an elder except on the evidence of two
or three witnesses.

C. God’s providence.

Genesis 50:20 (ESV) As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring
it about that many people should be kept alive,
as they are today.

(WCF, SC) Q11. What are God’s works of
providence?

A11. God’s works of providence are, his most
holy, wise, and powerful preserving and
governing all his creatures, and all their actions.

Daniel 4:34 & 35 (ESV) At the end of the days |,
Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and
my reason returned to me, and | blessed the
Most High, and praised and honored him who
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, and his kingdom endures from
generation to generation; 35 all the inhabitants
of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he
does according to his will among the host of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth;
and none can stay his hand or say to him,
“What have you done?”

Romans 8:28 (ESV) And we know that for those
who love God all things work together for good,
for those who are called according to his
purpose.

Psalm 76:10 (ESV) Surely the wrath of man shall
praise you; the remnant of wrath you will put
on like a belt.

Psalm 76:10 (KJV) Surely the wrath of man shall
praise thee: The remainder of wrath shalt thou
restrain.



