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What I want to accomplish today, just to let you know, is I want us to understand some 
things from the perspective of those who we go to evangelize. I want us to understand 
what we're asking them to do. I want us to understand exactly how it is that they're 
interpreting or may be interpreting the offer that we're giving to them. When we go to 1 
Thessalonians, I would commend, obviously, this and all of God's word to your reading, 
but I would say to you that this epistle through the church in Thessalonica, stands as a 
testament to the faith of these believers.

Now, I know that we just started the sermon but I've got to pause one second because 
there's one thing I forgot to say, that we have someone in the service today who really has 
been an inspiration to me, although she doesn't know it because we just spoke for a few 
minutes, but that is Rachel because Rachel is due tomorrow and she's in church today. So 
if somebody wakes up on the wrong side of the bed, don't complain to her about it. She is 
due tomorrow so praise the Lord that she's here today. So I wanted to make sure that we 
keep that in mind and remember to pray for her and I'll try to remember to do so as we 
close this service today that that delivery goes well and the Lord blesses her with her 
third healthy boy.

So, in any case, this epistle stands as a testament to the faith of these believers and it 
actually also serves as a hope to all of us that would go out to evangelize. It also serves as 
courage to the seeker who is faced with this great proposition of moving onto and 
converting to another belief. It serves as that testament to all of these things and, as I said, 
as hope and as encouragement.

1 Thessalonians was one of the earliest of Paul's epistles, having been written around 51 
AD, and it would appear from the outset to be an unlikely epistle in that it had an 
inauspicious beginning and we're going to go over what that beginning is with this church 
in Thessalonica. Thessalonica was the capital of the region Macedonia and that was a 
Greek region and the time that this was written, Greece was under Roman rule so you 
could call it Roman Greece, and that's where we find this epistle was written and where 
this church was started. So Thessalonica, as I said, was the capital of Macedonia and I 
would say to you that it was conquered, Greece was conquered by Rome some two 
centuries before the advent of Christ, so obviously at the time of Paul's writing, they were 
still under Roman rule. So nevertheless like several other territories, Macedonia had a 
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devout Jewish population and we're told in Acts 17 that Paul's initial point of entry for his 
evangelism there was the synagogue, and in this region, there were many Greek Jewish 
proselytes so Greeks were converted to Judaism, who had rejected the paganism that 
typified their day. So as one would expect with all these different beliefs and people 
living in close proximity to one another, you had in a marriage, and I'm sure you just had 
some relationships that occurred outside of marriage, and in any case, what we do see is 
that Timothy, who the epistles 1 and 2 Timothy were written to, he was a product of such 
a union. Acts 16 tells us that Timothy's mother was a Jew who had converted to 
Christianity and she was very faithful, and his father was a Greek, presumably a pagan, 
who did not. The Greeks were largely pagan but they were also philosophers. So what I'm 
doing right now, is I'm framing for you the mindset and the lives of the people who lived 
in Thessalonica at this time so, again, you have this small Jewish population; the Jews 
were a close-knit community and they were fiercely protective because they needed to 
make sure that everybody was physically safe and they wanted to protect their beliefs. 

So, in any case, you then had the Greeks and there were two major philosophies that 
dominated the day. One was that you had the Epicureans and they were disciples of 
someone named Epicurus who had lived in 342 to around 271 BC, and they abandoned as 
hopeless the search by reason for truth. So there was no way that you could hope to 
actually to come to the truth by your way of reason, instead they sought for pleasure 
through experience. So you could actually go to Wikipedia and you'll find this written 
there, "Also Epicureanism is a form of hedonism insofar as it declares pleasure to be its 
sole intrinsic goal, the concept that the absence of pain and fear constitutes constitutes the 
greatest pleasure, and its advocacy of a simple life, make it very different from 
'hedonism' as it is coloquially understood." So you had these people who were Epicureans 
and they were talking about pleasures and whereas this is the definition here, if you 
actually read through 1 Thessalonians, you do see that there certainly were a lot of sexual 
liberties that these people were taking so when these people in Thessalonica converted 
from their pagan lifestyle or from the Jewish beliefs, remember they had been paga, they 
converted to Judaism and then some of them converted from Judaism straight to 
Christianity; others were pagan and they converted straight to Christianity but they all 
had that same common background. As they went to the marketplaces and they spoke to 
people, what dominated the day, at least half of it, was this Epicurean belief. So you had 
to seek for pleasure and what defined pleasure was certainly the absence of pain and the 
absence of fear, so if you were able to live life without pain and without fear, then you 
had attained the greatest good. That's what they taught. Of course, they were somewhat 
materialistic in their perspectives so it wasn't as though they were deferring to God per 
se, you could come up with as many gods as you want but ultimately things came down 
to the  material world.

Then there was another group of people, they were called the Stoics and they were 
disciples of a person named Zeno who lived somewhere around BC 280, and Chrysippus 
who lived somewhere around BC 240, and they believed in human self-sufficiency, the 
solidarity of the human race, self-repression and the unity of deity. So also from 
Wikipedia it says, "To live a good life," and I'm going to add, intersperse my commentary 
here, but to live a good life and to be happy regardless of one's circumstances, "one had 
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to understand the rules of the natural order since those rules taught that everything," 
because they taught that everything, "was rooted in nature." So you had to live according 
to the rules of nature so you had to study nature and whatever nature revealed, you had to 
live in accordance with that.

So this is the world that they lived in and what both of these beliefs had in common, of 
course, was that origin and truth were explained by materialistic or naturalistic 
perspectives. This is the world of Thessalonica. This is a world that the Thessalonians 
lived in where, by and large, people were of one belief or the other but God had no place. 
He had absolutely no place so the Jews, those that were there, lived in relative harmony 
but they even classified their synagogues as colleges in order to circumvent laws banning 
secret societies. So this was necessary, obviously, to preserve their faith and for their own 
protection. Because they were outside of the dominant beliefs in Roman Greece, they 
were subject to certain persecution. That was the world for these Thessalonians, so the 
believers in Macedonia, that is the larger territory of which Thessalonica was the capital 
of, the believers in Macedonia were under more duress than the Jews so the believers, 
those who had converted, they were under more duress than the Jews and the simple 
reason is because although they and the Jews were subject to the same persecution, the 
believers were also subject to persecution by the Jews.

Turn with me just for a moment to Acts 17 and we want to read verses 1 through 9 in 
Acts 17. This is what it reads,

1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as 
his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with 
them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs 
have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I 
preach unto you, is Christ. 4 And some of them believed, and consorted 
with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the 
chief women not a few. 5 But the Jews which believed not, moved with 
envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a 
company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of 
Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 6 And when they found 
them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, 
crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither 
also; 7 Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees 
of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus. 

So Jason was a devout Greek. He had converted to Christianity by way of Judaism and he 
took in Paul and those who were with Paul on his missionary journey and Paul went to 
the synagogue to preach and to tell people that Jesus is the Christ; that he is risen from 
the dead; that they need to believe on the name of the only begotten Son of God. And 
some people were persuaded and what's interesting to note is that what Paul did was that 
Paul went and he reasoned with them three sabbath days so it wasn't a quick statement, he 
wanted to...certainly he didn't...nor was this relationship evangelism where he's now there 
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for six months, for eight months, makes friends with everybody and then tries to 
evangelize. Not that there's anything wrong with that, but Paul came with a specific 
purpose and that was to tell people what, "Thus saith the Lord." So he went to the place 
where the Jews were and you'll find as you read Acts, that Paul did this many times. He 
went to where they were in their synagogues and he reasoned with them. Outside of 
reasoning with the Jews, he went to Mars hill to reason with those philosophers who were 
there and to explain to them whom this unknown God was and that is Jesus Christ, and 
what he found was that some converted, some believed, some were convinced. The Holy 
Spirit had gotten into them. They saw their own sin and that they were reprobates. They 
saw that they were deprived of righteousness and they clung to the Savior Jesus Christ.

But then as you can expect and as I said up in the discussion a little bit earlier, the Jews 
were a close-knit community and they needed, in their view, to make sure that they 
stayed intact and so when Paul came and he declared to them that Jesus was in fact the 
Christ, this would be the end of their beliefs as they knew it. This would be the end of 
their traditions. This would be the end of their following after their forefathers. This 
would be a change that they didn't accept this, many of them, and so they went after Paul 
with a vengeance and when they couldn't find him, they broke into the house of Jason and 
they searched for them but they couldn't find them in that house for they weren't there. So 
then they took Jason and others of the brethren and they brought them to the courts and 
they said, "These men have been saying that there's another king, one Jesus." If you were 
a believer in Thessalonica at this time, you could look forward to this kind of reception. 
You could look forward to being rejected by the Jews whom you had converted to their 
belief and you had thought that you were all on the same side, but you could look forward 
to being rejected by them. 

What we actually see is that the Thessalonians came to faith under much conflict. 1 
Thessalonians 1:6 tells us as much. What it says here is, "And ye became followers of us, 
and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 
Ghost." So they didn't simply receive the word and convert and people say, "Oh, I'm 
happy for you." People ignored them. They received it with much affliction. There was 
contention. There was persecution on the part of the Jews and by the Greeks and the 
Romans who were there. They were persecuted. If they decided that they were going to 
abandon their own beliefs and that they were going to accept this new belief, then they 
were going to be persecuted. They turned from their idols to serve the living God. What 
they traded for was this: they traded comfort for hardship. They traded family for 
brethren. They traded acceptance for rejection. They traded visual hope for that which 
was unseen. They traded sight for faith. This is all that they were being asked to do when 
they were told that Jesus is the Christ, and the one thing that remained was in that area 
even for them and for their counterparts, they all, in essence, had one common goal and 
that was their search for truth, it's just that the Roman Greeks sought for it in a way that 
was defined by an unfailing belief in man's intelligence and that the answers to life lay in 
happiness, happiness that they defined by pleasure or as defined by living in harmony 
with the natural world. But in essence as is a little bit ironic, they all, the believers, the 
Jews, the Greeks, they all were in search for truth.
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Now, today here in America, we are living in a modern Macedonia. God has been purged 
from our collective consciousness. Truth is being redefined from the Oval Office to the 
Principal's office. In every corner of our country, people erect monuments to their idols, 
monuments to tolerance, monuments to progressive liberalism, monuments to gender 
neutrality, monuments to redefine Christianity – Christianity has nothing to do with the 
resurrected Jesus. So I just want to give you some of examples of some things. I 
mentioned yesterday that my wife and I were blessed to be in attendance at Rebekah's 
wedding to Charlie, and as we drove from the church to the reception, we passed by a 
prominent church on the Common. I don't know if you all saw that church as you passed 
by it, but I didn't even notice it. I'm just driving and I was making the right turn and my 
wife said, "Did you see that that church had the LGBT rainbow on it? Did you see that, 
Rob?" I said, "No, I didn't see that." So I looked up the church and that sign in front was a 
symbol of solidarity with the LGBT community and unity with them. I looked at the 
church's homepage and it says this right next to that symbol of that homosexual rainbow, 
the LGBT rainbow, it said these words, "In the love of truth and in the spirit of Jesus, we 
unite for the worship of God and the service of all." They have a redefined Christianity. It 
actually is a Universalist Unitarian church so it's interesting that they put Jesus' name 
prominent on their website but they do so in a way that they redefine who he is and what 
he has said and what is written for all preservation. 

This church defines themselves as open, affirming and welcoming and that is the 
designation that emphasizes their belief in the LGBTQIA community, the belief that that 
community needs to be accepted and that fundamentalist beliefs, and they state this, that 
fundamentalist beliefs and the notion of the male/female binary needed to be discarded. 
What is the male/female binary? That's saying that why do you think there's only male 
and female? Why do you think there's only one or the other? Why do you think it's 
binary? Where do you get this old school thought from? Come into the 21st century, 
would you? So that's pretty much what they're saying. They don't believe that men are 
men and women are women, there is some kind of merging and there is some kind of 
redefinition and there's some kind of selection that goes on outside of what we have come 
to understand knowing what is very very obvious to us all.

And just to let you know, LGBTQIA, what does all that stand for? And we're not going to 
spend a lot of time talking about this. I would love to spend a lot of time talking about 
this, but not everybody here should probably be in on that discussion. But "L" is lesbian, 
right? So what it stands for is lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex and 
asexual. Is that a mouthful? So we all know that lesbians are women who prefer women. 
And we know that the gays as used here are men who prefer men. And bisexuals are 
certainly people who prefer both of the genders. Then you have the word "queer," and 
queer is actually an intergroup term so it's something that their community uses to define 
the entire community. So if you call them queer, they may not take too kindly to that. But 
"I" stands for intersex and that's those people who are born as hermaphrodites. And 
asexual means that you have actually no proclivity or desire for anyone in any romantic 
fashion whatsoever.
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So when you see these terms, there are a lot of these terms that are coming in vogue that 
are being spoken of that are bombarding our ears that our kids who go to grade school are 
being spoken about, and my daughter and my son who are in college right now, two 
different colleges, that they go and they see this is prominent. I was talking, some months 
ago, the person who is the faculty adviser for Jonathan's Christian group and he was 
unable to take firm stances within that group that Jonathan is a part of. Jonathan and the 
kids take firm stances but as a faculty member, he had been defanged and declawed.

So another example in our society that people are still searching for truth. So why do you 
come to this LGBTQIA thing? Because they're searching for truth, and I'll tell you that I 
was on the plane some weeks ago and I was talking to the guy next to me and I was 
witnessing to the guy next to me and he was asking me questions about the Scriptures and 
he was asking me questions about life and all that other kind of stuff as pertaining to the 
Scripture, and one of the things that I mentioned to him was that when you purge God 
from your conscience, you have to replace what he directs, tells and exposes and reveals 
to you with something else. You replace the truth for a lie, whatever your lie happens to 
be. So if we believe in evolution, that man is just simply part of a process of interminable 
years, then we can't really stand firm on saying that, "Wow, maybe men are men and 
women are women."

I was talking to a neighbor of mine who is a wonderful man who I love dearly. He's an 
atheist. He's in his mid 60's. We were talking about the presidential candidates and I 
mentioned to him that in Obama's world, you'll be walking down a street and you'll look 
at somebody and you won't know what gender they were born as. You really won't. When 
you think about it, Obama was the first president to actually appoint a transgender to a 
Cabinet position. Just this past week, he erected the first national monument to 
homosexual rights, to LGBTQ, I should say rights in Greenwich Village, New York at 
this bar where there was the first uprising for the homosexuals to stand for their rights 
and so now there's this big granite plaque there or something that designates this place as 
a national historical site. So in Obama's world, you're not going to know. In Obama's 
world, it's not going to matter and if things continue and Hillary Clinton is elected as 
president, she's going to make Barack Obama look like a conservative and you really 
won't know. 

But why do we get to this point? Why is it that people can actually fall prey to such 
things that are so obvious? How is it that you don't know what gender a person is? How 
is it that you can say, "Well, yes," like Bruce Jenner. A great track and field athlete. 
Married twice. A bunch of kids. Then decides, "Well, I've always struggled with my 
sexual identity and I need to 'transition' to a woman." And is he really a woman? But how 
do you get to this where you're taking the obvious and you're making it sound as though 
it's not obvious? You're taking what is simple and you're trying to make it complex? 
You're taking what is true and you're saying the lie is really the truth? How do you get to 
this point? It's by saying that God is not who he claimed to be. It's by saying that the 
Bible isn't the word, the unadulterated word of God. It's by saying Jesus may or may not 
have lived and he certainly isn't the Christ. It's by saying that we don't have anything such 
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as sin anymore. If you're an alcoholic, it has to do with your predisposition based on your 
genes. 

When God has no place, then you have to find something which is grotesquely 
insufficient to replace his supremacy and that's what ends up happening, so now you no 
longer can say, well, who am I to say that Bruce Jenner really didn't struggle with this all 
of his life and that it wasn't a real struggle and now he's been freed? Who am I to question 
that? You know, this neighbor who I was talking to, when I mentioned this to him, he 
said, "You know, I'm in complete disagreement with you." And note that he's in his mid 
60's, so we're not talking about somebody who is – what is today's generation? 
Generation X, Y, Z, whatever comes after, I don't know what it is. We're not talking 
about somebody who's in his 20's or 30's and they've been so influenced by this all the 
way growing up. We're talking about somebody who's almost 70 years old. 

You know, I was in probably Sears maybe a year ago with my wife and there was this 
lady, white hair, all white hair and she was kind of bent over; she was a little bit old. She 
probably wasn't very old, she wasn't like 90 but she was probably around 70ish, right? 
And she was talking to the cashier and she was complaining about her granddaughter and 
she said, "I feel sorry for the man or woman who she marries." That's what she said. So 
how do you get to that point? You get to that point by saying God is not God; that God is 
dead; that there is no God, that we're just a result of processes, and you replace the truth 
for a lie. 

But again, going back to this conversation I had with this neighbor friend of mine, he 
said, "Rob, I was on the fence for a long time and then I happened to read a book and it 
was called 'Becoming Nicole.' I commend it for your reading." And he sent me the link 
where I could go and get this book "Becoming Nicole." And I said to one of my 
daughters: let me tell you exactly what that book is going to tell me. I haven't read the 
book but I'll tell you exactly what the book is going to tell me. The book is going to talk 
about how this man was a young person and he struggled with his identity from the 
earliest of his remembrances, how he never gravitated toward things that were typically 
boyish but he always gravitated towards things that were typically girlish. What it's going 
to tell you is that as he began to reach puberty and all the boys were talking about girls, 
he was thinking about boys. It furthermore is going to tell you that as he began to try to 
disclose who he was, he was repressed because no one accepted him for who he was; that 
his mother and father didn't accept him and that he might have been rejected by his 
mother and father and family and friends. It's going to tell you how he became the object 
of ridicule in his school system when he didn't act like the other boys and when he wasn't 
interested in the same things that they were interested in. It's going to tell you that how he 
struggled as a young adult to try to conform to whatever society says are the norms and 
what society says is right. And it's going to tell you that he finally came to the point 
where he needed to be free and he made the bold and brave decision to transition into that 
which he always felt he was in the first place, a woman. It's going to tell you that even 
after all that took place, he had to struggle with understanding and accepting who he was 
and now he finally has. He's been freed. That's the book. I don't have to read it. And what 
that does is if you say that there is no truth, that God isn't truth, then now truth has to be 
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something that you define. The struggles that a young person has as they're trying to 
figure themselves out, that is because the Bible doesn't cover that. 

You know, my older daughter was in a conversation with another professing believer and 
my daughter was saying that she really doesn't believe in this transgender thing and the 
young lady said to her, "But why would you say that? The Bible doesn't cover that. How 
do you know that people don't have these struggles and that these struggles are not real?" 
And as her proof point she said, "Well, what about hermaphrodites, people who are born 
with both sets of genitalia? Don't they have to make a decision which gender they're 
going to be? And if that's the case with hermaphrodites, then why isn't the case in the 
mind with other people?" Sounds like a strong argument. Again, I would love to spend a 
lot of time talking about this stuff because it's relevant, right? It's relevant to our young 
people; it's relevant to us who are in their 50's like me; it's relevant to folks who are a 
little bit older than I am. It's relevant because this is not just sweeping America, it's 
sweeping the world and let me just give you a little hint or a little advise: if someone 
comes to you with an argument like that, the burden of proof is on them. What is a 
hermaphrodite and what are the different types of hermaphrodites that exist? And what 
has science discovered? And what do the people themselves say? It's not as cloudy as one 
might think. And how would you take a percentage of the people who are less than 1% of 
the population, there might be something like 2,000 people, I forget the numbers in the 
US that are born like that in a given year, and now say that based on the entire world's 
population we understand that there is something that this represents that is systemic and 
endemic in the entire human race where it might not be represented outward physically 
but is the case with the mind. How do you take something that is such a small percentage 
and then extrapolate it so that it is now the rule for the whole? By definition, that means 
that it's an exception. By definition, right? And if it's an exception, then how do you make 
the rules for the masses based on the exception? How does that now become the rule? 
And when you look at it, are we not fallen and do we not have diseases and do we not 
have physical deformities? Where in the Bible does God ever question one's sexuality? 
Where in the Bible does God say that people can question their sexuality? Where does 
God say that this is something that he does not determine? Where does God say that?

Let me tell you that when you're trying to answer these questions and you're delving into 
Scripture, Scripture talks about these things in one of several ways: it says direct 
statement, by principle or by reference. Everything in life that you come to, every 
question that you never thought of, every question your parents never talked to you about, 
every new dilemma that comes up, you can answer scripturally by direct statement, by 
example or by principle. There are no exceptions. The Bible says that God has given us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness. He didn't say all things but. All things that 
pertain unto life, the life that we all live, and godliness, living it the way that he tells us to 
live it. All things.

So what we see is that in this search for truth, when you discard the truth, you gravitate 
toward a lie, and when you gravitate toward the lie, then things that are obvious and that 
are normal and that have been since the beginning of time come into the question, and 
then based on that, you are now in this...because you don't have a standard for truth, you 
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have to come to terms with a new reality. This is our Macedonia. This is our Mars Hill. 
This new thing of questioning your gender identity is a new thing that came to Mars Hill 
where they said, "We now have a new God to talk to you about. Let me explain to you 
who this new God is." We in this country have our own monument to the unknown God 
because we always are open for the next thing. The itching ears of this nation are open for 
the next thing that says that what you thought of as truth isn't true; what you thought of as 
normal is really just tradition and bias and ignorance. Let me give you the new truth. 
That's our Macedonia.

But this desire that people have to know truth is something that is insatiable so even when 
you discard God, you now have to figure out what does truth mean to me? In our athletes 
we actually have these examples. One who is a great athlete here for years and years and 
years, Paul Pierce when he was in his prime was called, given a nickname by Shaquille 
O'Neal. Shaquille O'Neal after a game where the Lakers actually beat the Celtics, he 
called him and he parted to the side and he said, "Write this down. This man's nickname 
is The Truth." We're always looking for the truth. But contemporary to Paul was another 
fantastic basketball player who went to the city of Philadelphia, who brought them to 
great heights, who had them go far in the playoffs, farther than they had been in many 
years and he was called The Answer. Prior to him, decades before, there was a great 
basketball player, Earl Monroe, he played for the Knicks for many years and he was 
called The Black Jesus. And I'll tell you that another Boston connection was another 
basketball player who brought us, along with Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett, our first 
championship in many many years was Ray Allen, and he was a character in a movie 
called "Jesus Shuttleworth," so one of his nicknames was Jesus Shuttleworth. So even in 
our athletes we look for these broken people who are tragic figures in many cases, who 
certainly is no one that we want to pattern our lives after, and we look for truth in them.

There is an insatiable desire that we have for truth. These brief examples above that I just 
mentioned are possible if you reject the Gospel and if you consider Jesus' own 
righteousness reprehensible. Our modern Roman Greece, as I said, has its own Mars Hill. 
We're looking for the next idea that turns what is thought of as tradition and truth on its 
head. A recent issue I told you about with my daughter, but there is something else that 
I'll mention to you as well. We all are familiar with the Target stores and how they have 
now these gender neutral bathrooms so whatever you identify with as today, so I identify 
being a guy today and go to the men's room, this afternoon I identify as being a woman 
and I go to the women's room, it's all good, right? In my daughter's school, they call it 
gender fluidity. You know, you're one gender this moment, you're another gender the 
next moment. And there was a guy who was a captain, a lifeguard captain and he was 
actually in Ocean City, Maryland, and he found out that some guys were going into the 
women's bathroom and all this other kind of stuff, so he sent out an email to all the 
lifeguards and this is what it read: "We are not Target. Use the locker room that 
corresponds to your DNA. If you're not sure, go to Target." Well, you think it was well 
said, but the LGBT activists were riding this guy like a horse. They were on him like a 
wet blanket. They were on him like white on rice. Whatever you want to come to, they 
were on this man. The city government were saying that, "He does not represent us. This 
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is wrong. This is not right. This is not what we believe or how we teach our people to 
speak." 

Well, aside from all these LGBT examples, there is another example I want to give you 
where right isn't right, where we now have to reconsider things. There was a 30 year old 
mother named Schaquana Spears from Baton Rouge and this is just a couple of days ago 
on the 20th of June this happened, and she was booked on child cruelty charges and her 
children were taken away from her. Why did this happen? What was her crime? She 
whipped her three boys 10, 12 and 13, because she came home from work and she saw 
them with stolen goods that they had obtained from breaking into someone's home. So 
she whooped them and they put her in jail. This is just on the 20th of June, this month. 
What I'm trying to have us realize is that the costs of conversion are high. I don't know 
that this lady is a Christian. I have no idea. I know that the father of the children is also 
incarcerated so they're now in the wonderful loving arms of DSS if you believe that they 
have wonderful and loving arms, right? And she's trying to come to terms with what has 
happened and trying to get her children back. 

But what I'm trying to have you realize is that when we say to somebody, "Accept Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and your Savior," they live in Macedonia. They live in a place where 
if they come out and say that, "We believe in the vero plenary inspiration of the 
Scripture," they're going to be marginalized. They live in Macedonia. You're telling them 
to give up their comforts and their acceptance and to, "Come with me so that you can be 
rejected and persecuted." This is what these folks are hearing. They live in Macedonia. 
You're telling them that your mom and your cousin and your aunts and your uncles and 
your grandparents are all going to reject you, "But come unto my side and we'll serve the 
Lord together." Sometimes we think that it's really easy and it's a simple decision and, 
"Isn't it as clear as the nose on your face? Isn't it just black and white? Just come and 
accept Christ. Repent of your sins and believe the Gospel." What are sins these days? Sin 
has no place. Has no definition. Has been put aside. You're telling them to come into a 
life of hardship. That's what they're hearing from you. You're on Mars Hill. You're in the 
synagogues in Thessalonica and you're preaching Christ and they see what happens to 
you. That's what the world is today. That's what it has come to.

So as we look again in this epistle of 1 Thessalonians, we're going to read, I'll start in 
verse 1 and we'll probably read down to verse 10. So let's start.

1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians 
which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto 
you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2 We 
give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our 
prayers; 3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of 
love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God 
and our Father; 4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 5 For 
our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the 
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we 
were among you for your sake. 6 And ye became followers of us, and of 
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the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the 
Holy Ghost: 7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia 
and Achaia. 8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is 
spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 9 For they 
themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and 
how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 10 And 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 

So in spite of where these Thessalonians lived, in spite of the opposition that they faced 
and the contention that would now begin to define their lives, they turned from their 
idols. And what caught my eye as I was reading this passage this week is what they 
turned to. They turned from their idols. I've been in India, I've been in Egypt, and I've 
been in a lot of inner city neighborhoods and I've been in some nicer neighborhoods 
where you go to, let's say, Catholic stores and you see the idols out front. You're driving 
down the street and you see the idol on the lawn. When I'm in India whether it was 
Hyderabad or whether it was New Delhi or whether it was Agra or whether it was 
Rajasthan, what I saw was huge shops lined up with idols. That's what I see. When I went 
to a temple for the Baha'i when I was in New Delhi, what you see are representations 
where somebody could look and somebody could say, "That holy man I need to follow or 
that idol is my god." And what we are saying to them is, "Come and believe in a Jesus 
who you can't see." What we're saying to them is, "Come and believe in a Jesus who I tell 
you is raised from the dead."

The people in Thessalonica were so convinced by the truth of God's word that they did 
come to believe in the Jesus who was raised from the dead. They did come to believe in a 
God who they couldn't see. They did reject the things that were fashioned by the hands of 
men. And what it says here, what captured me was verse 10, was that they came to 
believe so that they would now wait on God's Son from heaven who "was raised from the 
dead, even Jesus," and this is what caught me, "which delivered us from the wrath to 
come." So they believed in one who was raised from the dead. They believed in one who 
has delivered us from the wrath to come. So they believed in the judgment that was 
spoken about and they said, "Based on all that you've told me, I need to serve Jesus 
because he is the way, the truth and the life, and we understand that no man cometh to the 
Father but by him."

So when we are presenting the Gospel to people, there is a hurdle. They do live in a 
world that is very much against all that we stand for because this word is very much 
against Jesus Christ. We're now in Macedonia where truth is being redefined and 
questioned every day and new ideas are brought up almost moment by moment to now 
tell us something else that you believed as truth for your entire life and that we as a nation 
and the world beyond us has understood is true since the advent of man, the creation of 
man, none of that is true anymore. We need to have sympathy but we also need to be as 
directed as Paul, so the battle is this, the name of the sermon is "The Battle and the 
Prize," this is the battle that we face when we go out and we say to someone, "You need 
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to repent of your sins and believe the Gospel," they have no idea what you mean by 
repent; they have no idea what you mean by sin; and they have no idea what you're 
calling the Gospel. That is Greek to them. So when we go, that's the battle that we face. 
The other part of the battle that we face we alluded to as well, is that we're subject to 
persecution; we're subject to people saying, "Okay, I actually would've hired you but I 
found out that you were a Christian. You don't represent what we stand for." Years ago, it 
must have been maybe even close to a decade ago, a judge was denied a federal 
judgeship because they said he couldn't be impartial because he was a Christian. 

What we face in this battle is not only fighting the persecution that we're inviting them 
into, but dealing with the persecution ourselves and we need to do something here. What 
Paul says he did with them is that he prayed for them. We need to pray for each other. 
We need to pray for ourselves. We need to equip ourselves for this battle. What Paul says 
at the end of his life is he says that, "I have run the course. I have finished the race and 
there is a crown of righteousness laid up in heaven for me." You don't stop running. You 
don't stop fighting. You don't stop and say, "Lord, I've had enough. I need to go and lick 
my wounds." You're on the winning side. In the end and even now, the Lord Jesus 
reigneth. So we need to go there and understand that as we're on his battlefield it doesn't 
mean we're not going to get battle scars. What we need to understand is that it is more 
than worth it being called into this relationship with Jesus Christ.

What are we calling these people to leave? Well, I mentioned a few things but we're also 
calling them to leave a life of uncertainty to one of hope. We're calling them to leave a 
life where they have no relationship with their Creator to one where they are intimately 
involved with him and living in him and he in them. We're calling them to live a life 
where they have a standard of right and wrong because has a standard. Jesus said, "Be 
perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect." God is our standard. We don't follow 
the standards of men therefore we live a more stable life. And ironically what I 
mentioned is that one of these philosophies, they wanted to make sure that they could 
have happiness despite their circumstances. That is futile when you reject Jesus Christ. 
But Jesus Christ said to you and to me, "I came that your joy might be full," so that we 
can be happy in our circumstances because our joy is dependent only upon our 
relationship with him. We can be far more calm in situations of duress. Of course, we 
don't do all these things perfectly, but we can because our God is the Conqueror. 

We understand that what Paul said is true, that Jesus Christ is coming again. When you 
look and you see what Paul had mentioned to them about this hope and that they needed 
to wait for this Jesus Christ, he talks about later in this book about in terms of Christ 
coming again. He says here if we just hop to chapter 4, he says, "And indeed ye do it 
toward," I'm just picking up in verse 10, actually verse 8, "He therefore that despiseth, 
despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit. But as touching 
brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to 
love one another. And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: 
but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more; And that ye study to be 
quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded 
you." When you see phrases like that, understand Paul is addressing the battles that they 
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faced, these real battles: the battles of slothfulness, right? That's one of the things that 
they faced. Battles of being circumspect and not just getting into someone else's business 
to dress them down publicly. They faced battles between them saying, "Well, I'm not 
going to sleep with my brother's wife," because it was commonplace. This was their lives. 

So he says here, "That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye 
may have lack of nothing. But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope." So what 
are we calling them out to? How do you deal with death when you reject Christ and you 
don't believe the resurrection? You have no hope. It becomes devastating. Are all atheists 
happy people when folks die? You know, how many people have heard someone say, "I 
believe when you die you go into the ground and you stay there"? Well, if that's the case, 
why are you so distraught when the person dies? "I believe that we came from nothing, 
we came from primordial soup." Then why does it matter when someone is shot? They 
sorrow. They do but they have no hope. So what Paul says is that he doesn't want us to 
sorrow as them which have no hope. This is what the Holy Spirit is telling us through the 
writings of Paul.

"For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words." So we're dealing with the persecution, we're inviting people that this is 
a relationship with Jesus Christ, there is a hope. And let me tell you that when you're 
talking about hope in Scripture, it's not something that may happen, it's something that 
will absolutely undoubtedly happen. You know, to use an old phrase: you can bank on it. 
It is going to take place.

So what we're seeing here is that they're being invited into this relationship where they 
have a certainty; where they actually know their future; where they know their life goes 
beyond the grave; where they know that those who have died before them who believe in 
the Lord Jesus, they will see them again and everybody will be around the throne of God 
casting crowns at his feet. They're being invited to a relationship, interestingly enough, 
what we read is that some of these philosophies said where there is absence of fear and 
pain there is happiness. They're being invited into happiness because there is no fear of 
death. They're being invited into happiness because the physical bodily pain that we may 
feel and have to endure, God is going to...when he resurrects us from the dead, he's going 
to wipe all of our tears away and our mortal bodies will be changed from the corruptible 
to the incorruptible. We'll be given our spiritual bodies and so we will ever be with the 
Lord. 

I think about my brother who died in 2008 unexpectedly, my sister who followed him 22 
months later who both had a profession of faith. When Christ comes again and he comes 
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before this message is done, I'm not going to be raised before them, right? That is 
precious, a precious truth that we hold onto that gets us through the rough times of life 
because it's truth. It's not malleable and pliable and changeable. It's truth. We don't have 
to be listening for the next big thing and wondering if what we believe today is going to 
be turned on its head tomorrow because we believe in truth. We can answer the people 
who wonder if the transgender mentality is actually real and use hermaphrodites as a case 
in point because we can talk to them about truth. 

That's what we have on our side so the battle is what I described but the prize, the prize is 
this relationship that we have with our Savior Jesus Christ. The prize is the pursuit of that 
relationship. The prize is knowing that we have been and are being pursued. The prize is 
saying that my intrinsic value is not based on what you think of me, it is not based on my 
accomplishments on a worldly scale, but it's based on the cost that God paid for me. The 
prize is happiness that my circumstances cannot touch. What we're really inviting them 
into isn't to say that you're going to live a downtrodden life being rejected and persecuted, 
but you'll live a victorious life serving a Savior and you'll see his workings in your life as 
he brings you from moment to moment, as he brings you through a crisis. Don't think of 
God as the cause of the crisis, think of him as the solution when you're in the crisis; the 
comfort when you're in the pain because that's who he is.

But when we leave this church today, we enter into our Macedonia. Understand what the 
people who we wish to evangelize, where they're coming from. Understand why it's just 
not so easy. Spend time as Paul did reasoning with them, but do so with the authority of 
Jesus Christ himself because you're his ambassador. Do so with the purpose of Jesus 
Christ himself because he told us to go into the world and to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. Do so knowing that you're on the winning side. Do so because you love the 
risen Savior. 
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