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INTRODUCTION 

 

Let the woman learn!  When the church assembled for worship is teaching the Word of God, 

the woman is to learn, because: 

The woman who is a disciple of Jesus Christ is a learner. 

She has answered the call of Jesus Christ, “Come unto me...and learn of me.” 

She is participating in the ancient way of God with His people: 

Deuteronomy 31:11-12  When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy 

God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in 

their hearing.  (12)  Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, 

and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may 

learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of this law 

She wants the children to learn with her 

She wants to be able to teach the children 

 

So much we delighted in considering together last time. 

 

As we go on in 1 Timothy chapter 2 today, we read about how the woman is to learn, when the 

church assembled for worship is teaching the Word of God:  that she is to learn in silence. 

 

TEXT 

 

1 Timothy 2:11-12  Let a woman learn in silence with all submission.  (12)  And I do not permit 

a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. 

 

BODY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. The Correct Wording for This Doctrine 



A. verse 11  Greek “woman in silence learn” 

1. two-word prepositional phrase “in silence” or “in quietness” 

2. if your bible says “quietly,” please understand that is a paraphrase from 

James Moffatt 100 years ago, who changed what the bible actually says in 

many places to suit himself; he was very influential on later versions of the 

bible 

3. the bible actually says “in quietness” or “in silence” 

B. verse 12  “to be in silence” 

1. clearly as the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write this, the prepositional 

phrase “in silence” or “in quietness” was important to him, because here he 

repeats that two-word phrase 

a) again, if your bible says, “remain quiet,” you are reading a 

paraphrase from James Moffatt, who apparently did not like the way 

Paul wrote here, because he changed it both times from “in silence” 

or “in quietness” to something else 

b) here again, the bible actually says, “in silence” or “in quietness” 

C. I do not mind that there are multiple translations of the Bible; but this kind of 

thing, in whatever translation it appears, makes me angry 

1. there was no need, to help English speakers understand the bible, to 

paraphrase from “learn in silence” to “learn quietly;” what the bible says is 

not harder to understand that that paraphrase 

2. it is an unwelcome part of preaching and teaching for me to have to say to 

you, “what your translation says is not what the bible actually says” 

D. So, the bible really says that the woman is to learn, “in silence” or “in quietness” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Two Passages to Explain to Us The Matter of Learning in Silence 



A. Acts 21:39-22:2 

1. notice how this went 

a) Acts 21:39 But Paul said, "I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen 

of no mean city; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the 

people." 

b) Acts 21:40a So when he had given him permission, Paul stood 

on the stairs and motioned with his hand to the people. 

c) Acts 21:40b when there was a great silence [ESV hush], he 

spoke to them 

d) Acts 22:1a "Brethren and fathers, hear... 
e) Acts 22:2b they kept all the more silent. Then he said 

2. extract the pertinent information here about learning in silence 

a) Paul wanted to speak 

b) he asked the person in authority if he could be allowed to speak 

c) the person in authority gave him permission to speak 

d) when there was silence, Paul spoke about Jesus of Nazareth, 

testifying that Jesus is risen from the dead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. 1 Corinthians 14:27-37 



1. think about this in terms of being silent 

a) (27)  If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most 

three, each in turn, and let one interpret.  (28)  But if there is no 

interpreter, let him keep silent in church 

(1) explain speaking in a tongue 

b)  (29)  Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 

(30)  But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first 

keep silent. 
(1) explain prophesying as meant here 

(2)see “if anything is revealed” or “if a revelation is made” 

(3)all the revealing or revelation that is to be made in this world 

is complete 

(4)if you are listening to someone, and he or she says, “God 

revealed to me...” just turn that person off and look for 

someone else who understands that all God has revealed, He 

has revealed to everyone in general through nature, and to 

everyone in particular through the Bible 

c) (31) ...prophesy one by one, that all may learn 

d) (34) Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not 

permitted to speak 

e) (37b) ...the things which I write to you are the commandments of the 

Lord 

2. extract the pertinent information here about learning in silence 

a) there are people who want to speak 

b) the person in authority gives permission for some to speak, but only 

under certain conditions; otherwise they are to be silent 

c) when one person speaks at a time, all others being silent, all may 

learn 

d) women are to keep silent in the church because they are not 

permitted to speak [as also anyone not permitted to speak must keep 

silent] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Those Two Passages Applied to 1 Timothy 2:11-12 



A. We just learned that women are to keep silent in the churches because they are 

not permitted to speak 

B. See here in 1 Timothy 2:11 that a woman is to learn in silence; and that she is not 

permitted to teach 

C. So, in the church assembled, the woman is not permitted to speak; she is not 

permitted to teach; instead, she must keep silent, so as to learn 

1. a man who has permission will speak, will teach; possibly more than one 

man, one at a time 

a) a man who will speak, or who has spoken, when it is not his turn to 

speak, will keep silent so all may learn 

2. but no woman will take a turn speaking; no woman has permission to teach 

in the church; all the women learn in silence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Application of This to You Dear Sisters in This Church 



A. Keep in mind the profound message that is being taught, and that is to be learned 

1. that there is one God, who is both Creator and Savior 

2. that man is subject to the wrath of God because of our sins, our breaking of 

God’s law 

3. that there is one Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, 

who has given Himself a ransom for all 

4. that there is forgiveness of sins and eternal life for those who trust in Christ 

Jesus 

These are not matters to be trifled with.  We long for sinners to believe these 

things.  We long to know them better ourselves.  So don’t let any desire in your 

flesh to be the one speaking, to be the one heard, interfere with the God-ordained 

way for this message to be proclaimed:  one man at a time speaks, and all others, 

including all the women, are silent, so all may learn 

B. Do not let the discord between this biblical doctrine and the tenets of feminism 

cause you to dislike this doctrine; instead, let it cause you to dislike feminism 

C. Do not go to anything radical that becomes nonsensical 

1. when the church is singing, I shouldn’t sing because that’s a kind of 

speaking 

2. I shouldn’t greet anyone, because that would be speaking 

3. as I serve food for the fellowship meal, I mustn’t speak 

D. Give your attention not primarily to difficult questions about less important 

implication of this doctrine, but to the most obvious aspect of this doctrine: 

when the church assembles for worship, and it is time for someone to speak, to 

teach the Word of God to the assembly, learn in silence rather than speaking 

E. Do this gladly from your heart, rather than reluctantly 

F. When it is not the time and place that you must be silent rather than speaking, 

continue through life adorning yourself with a quiet spirit 

G. Watch out for trying to substitute speaking for good works 

1. this may come naturally---be thankful for that 

2. if this does not come naturally 

a) a natural inclination against what God commands is no license from 

Him to do differently 

b) work at it the harder 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

When the church is assembled for worship, and it is time for one person to speak, teaching the 

Word of God to those present, let the woman not teach, or think she should teach; let the 

woman learn in quietness; let the woman learn in silence. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer - Dillon 

Psalm 8 

Trinity 1  “All People That On Earth Do Dwell” (Psalm 100) 

Scripture Reading - Jeff 

Deuteronomy 5:1-31 

Trinity 699  “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 

Sermon:  “Learn in Silence”  1 Timothy 2:11-12 

Trinity 500  “He Leadeth Me” 

Congregational Prayer - Jeremiah 

Benediction:  Deuteronomy 5:32-33 

 

 

 

 

For Bible Study Class:  Trinity 107  (Psalm 8) 

 

Next week:  Willie Hebrews 2:1-18 

 

 


