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Remember at the end of chapter 7 Jesus had just finished teaching in the temple 

and telling the people that He who believes in Me as the Scripture has said, out of 

his heart will flow rivers of living water. In other words, it was through belief in 

Christ that one would have everlasting life. 

 

 

Because of this saying the crowd that had gathered in the temple were divided 

about who He was and if He truly was the Messiah, the Christ. Some said that He 

was and they believed in Him. Others said that He was not because He came out 

of Galilee and the scripture said He would come out of Bethlehem so there was a 

division of the people as to who Christ is. No different than today. 

 

 

The Pharisees and chief priests had sent the temple police to take Jesus because 

of what He had been saying and the claims He was making about being equal 

with the Father and the only way to heaven. 

 

 

Well, the temple police came back to the Pharisees and chief priests without Jesus 

and they say to them ‘why have you not brought Him’? They said ‘never a man 

spoke like this Man’ and that angered these hypocritical religious leaders. 

 

 

So the Pharisees criticized the crowd of new believers, they criticized the temple 

police and they criticize one of their own leaders, Nicodemus. And after their 

display of ignorance, anger and hatred for most everyone, everyone leaves to 

their own homes while Jesus, Chapter 8 Verse 1 says, goes up to the Mount of 

Olives.  

 



Since the temple police won’t do anything, these Pharisees decide to take matters 

into their own hands and that is where we pick it up starting in Chapter 8 verse 

two and it is now the next morning. 

 

 

Verse Two: Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all 

the people came to Him, and He sat down and taught them. 
 

 

This scene opens up with Jesus coming again to the temple and all the people 

coming to Him to hear Him teach them. 

 

 

Many of the people who were in the crowd at the temple the day before were 

probably very much like the temple police in saying ‘never a man spoke like this 

Man’ and they came back because they wanted to hear more.  

 

 

He has all these people coming to Him because they want to hear more of what 

He has to say. He is speaking the truth with authority and power and the people, 

much like those of Matthew 7: 28 – 29 when Jesus finished the sermon on the 

mount said they were astonished at His teaching for He taught them as one 

having authority and not as the scribes.   
 

 

So it says all the people came to Him. You know what Jesus didn’t have to do. 

He didn’t have to put signs out saying ‘famous rabbi will be here today’, He 

didn’t have to promote His teaching to anyone. He went to the place of teaching 

and trusted God to bring those who needed or wanted to hear, whatever their 

motive may be. 

 

 

So Jesus, it says, sat down and taught them. This is the typical posture of a 

teaching rabbi and all the people gathered around to hear Him. Then something 

happens to seemingly interfere or interrupt with His teaching and it comes at the 

hands of the scribes and Pharisees; the ones who wanted to kill Him anyway.  



You see, they hated Jesus, they wanted Him dead and it seemed like He was 

gaining more popularity and more people were believing Him and even the 

temple police wouldn’t take Him and even one of their own Pharisees was saying 

‘hey wait, don’t judge Him until we know what He is saying and doing’.  

 

 

In addition to all of that, Jesus had publically shamed them, He had embarrassed 

them and showed everyone how ignorant they were, so they were going to take 

matters into their own hands and try to discredit Jesus in the eyes of the people. 

 

 

They were going to try to show the people that Jesus doesn’t follow the law of 

God, and they were going to do this, Verse 6 says, that they might have 

something of which to accuse Him. If they could find some reason to accuse 

Him, to trap Him, to make Him condemn Himself by His own words, then they 

could arrest Him and then carry out their plan to kill Him. So let’s see what 

happens starting in Verses 4 – 5. 

 

 

Verses 3 – 4: then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught 

in adultery and when they had set her in the midst they said to Him, teacher 

this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act.  

 

The scribes and Pharisees bring this woman caught in adultery, in the very act, it 

says, to Jesus to see what He will say, to test Him, that they may have something 

to accuse Him. And, of course, adultery is the immoral sex act between people 

who are married but not to each other, or one of the two parties is married. Sexual 

immorality or fornication is the sexual act between two people who are not 

married.   

 

 

So they bring this woman to Jesus and set her in the midst of Him and the 

people to make sure everyone can see and hear what is about to take place. And 

they call Him teacher. Earlier they were calling Him a ‘deceiver’ ‘demon 

possessed’ ‘a blasphemer’ and now ‘teacher’; what hypocrisy.  Look at Matthew 

23: 25 – 28  full of extortion and self-indulgence, full of …uncleanness. 



In Verse Four it says this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. How 

they were able to find this out is not known or where the male part of this 

adulterous relationship was, is not known either.  

 

 

But we do know that the Old Testament law, which they were living under at the 

time of this incident, looked at the sin of adultery very seriously. The 7
th

 of the 10 

commandments in Exodus 20: 14 said you shall not commit adultery. And the 

law required that both the man and woman could have been punished with death 

by stoning. 

 

 

Leviticus 20: 10 said the man who commits adultery with another mans’ 

wife, he who commits adultery with his neighbors wife, the adultery and the 

adulteress shall surely be put to death. 

 

 

Deuteronomy 22: 22 says similarly if a man is found lying with a woman 

married to a husband, then both of them shall die the man that lay with the 

woman and the woman so you shall put away evil from Israel.  

 

 

When you get into the New Testament, Jesus upholds God’s righteous standard 

of not committing adultery. He said in Matthew 5: 27 you have heard it said to 

those of old ‘you shall not commit adultery’. He quotes the Old Testament 

passage and then He raises the standard even higher by continuing to say in 

Verse 28 but I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart. Also Matthew 19: 9 Jesus 

talks about adultery when someone divorces and marries another.  

 

 

The Rabbis used to say ‘every Jew must die before he would commit idolatry, 

murder or adultery’. As a matter of fact, one form of punishment against a man 

committing adultery, according to the Jewish Talmud, is by strangulation. 

Explain: in manure up to knees, soft towel strangled.  

 



So they bring this woman to Jesus and look what they say in Verses 5 and the 

beginning of Verse 6. 

 

 

Verses 5 – 6a: Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be 

stoned but what do You say? This they said, testing Him, that they might 

have something of which to accuse Him.. 
 

 

Here is the crux of the passage and the test for which they think they will trap 

Jesus so they can accuse Him and eventually kill Him. They could care less about 

this woman and what should happen to her, they are just using her to get to Jesus 

and this is the perfect scenario for them to do it.  

 

 

They say to Jesus ‘this woman was caught in the very act of adultery and the 

law’, the law of God, the Old Testament passages we saw earlier, command us 

to stone her to death, but what do You say? They ask this question testing 

Him verse 6 says so that they might have something of which to accuse Him. 

That is the whole purpose of the question; to test and accuse Him. 

 

 

They were always trying to trap Him and test Him and accuse Him. In Matthew 

12: 10 it says there was a man with a withered hand and they asked Him 

saying is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath…that they may Accuse Him. 

 

 

In Matthew 19: 3 it says the Pharisees also came to Him, Testing Him, and 

saying to Him, is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason? 

 

 

Matthew 22: 34 but when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the 

Sadducees, they gathered together. Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a 

question, Testing Him … 

 

 



Luke 11: 53 – 54 the scribes and Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently 

and to cross-examine Him about many things, lying in wait for Him, and 

seeking to catch Him in something He might say, that they might Accuse 

Him.  

 

 

That is what they are doing here. They could care less that she violated the 7
th

 

commandment of adultery. They could care less that God’s law was broken by 

this woman. They are phonies and they are there using her sin to trap Jesus, to 

test and accuse Jesus. They are using this woman and what she has done for their 

own ends. 

 

 

So the question becomes ‘Moses in the law says she should be stoned’ Jesus, 

‘but what do you say should happen to her’. By the way, it looks like according 

to Verse 7 that everyone around has a stone in their hand ready to throw at her. 

So you see the seriousness of this and their pressing Him in hopes that He will  

make a hasty decision about her.  

 

 

This issue is this; if Jesus objected to the stoning He would be guilty of opposing 

Moses and the Law of God. The people revered Moses and for Jesus to go against 

the law of Moses would be saying that He is not the Messiah because He doesn’t 

abide by Moses’ law, the law of God. You say you came from God and are going 

back to God, but it can’t be the same God of Moses because God told him that 

someone caught in adultery should be stoned to death.  

 

 

And if Jesus does agree with the accusers that this woman should be stoned to 

death, His reputation as a man of compassion and mercy towards sinners in His 

offer of forgiveness would be unbelievable. 

 

 

Jesus was the one who was a friend of and eating with tax collectors and 

sinners Matthew 9: 11 and Luke 7: 34 said. Jesus even told them in John 3: 17 

that He did not come into the world to condemn the world.. 



Not only that, but according to John 18: 31 and the current Roman law, the Jews 

were not allowed to execute anyone without Roman authority. So you can 

imagine if Jesus said ‘go ahead and stone her’ they would have done it so quickly 

and when it got to the ears of the Roman officials what do you think the 

Pharisee’s would have said? ‘Jesus, the Rabbi, the Teacher told us to do it’.  

 

 

So that is the dilemma Jesus is in. Either go against the law of Moses and not 

stone her or go against His love for the lost and the Roman law and authorize her 

stoning.  

 

 

Which, really brings up another issue here, how to you harmonize God’s 

judgment and justice with God’s mercy and grace? If God is a God of 

righteousness and if God is a God of judgment and justice by His holy nature, this 

woman should die. If God is a God of love and kindness and grace and mercy and 

forgiveness she should live.  

 

 

You see the righteous and holy law of God demands punishment for those who 

have fallen short of that standard. Ezekiel 18: 20 says the soul that sins shall 

surely die and Romans 6: 23 says the wages of sin is … death. The law of God 

exposes sin and makes us guilty before God and knows nothing of forgiveness 

(Romans 3: 20, 8: 3, James 2: 10). 

 

 

So this woman is an example of someone who has sinned before a holy God; how 

then does God forgive sinners without violating His own holy standard of 

perfection as stated in 1
st
 Peter 1: 15 – 16?. If He says ‘I forgive you’ then God’s 

justice is eliminated. If He says stone her, then His grace and mercy are never 

displayed. 

 

The only way to reconcile His justice and judgment with His grace and mercy is 

through Jesus Christ. God says ‘you have sinned and you must be punished’ for 

the wages of sin is death. So Jesus died on the cross and what did He do, He took 

our punishment right? Isaiah 53 said He was wounded for our transgressions.. 



God gave His only Son all of His wrath and judgment and justice and in return 

God gave us, through Jesus Christ, all of His righteousness, love, grace and 

mercy. That is the only way that justice and mercy can be harmonized, through 

Jesus Christ. He bore our sins and we have forgiveness and mercy in exchange. 

Was grace helpless before the law? Not in Jesus! 

 

 

Little did the Pharisee’s know that the question they were asking would have 

such a profound effect, not only in that day but in our day as well. And there sole 

purpose was to trap Jesus in what appears to be a lose, lose situation no matter 

how He answers it. But Jesus can’t be accused, He can’t be trapped, He can’t be 

outwitted or outsmarted.  

 

 

As they are waiting for Him to answer one way or the other, to discredit Him and 

accuse Him, look what He does at the end of Verse 6b but Jesus stooped down 

and wrote on the ground with His finger as though He did not hear. 

 

 

Can you imagine that? The question has been asked and they are all waiting with 

anticipation for what He will say. They are thinking ‘go ahead, say to stone her 

and we will immediately’. Go ahead ‘tells us not to stone her and you will have 

lost your credibility before everyone here’. There are waiting with great 

anticipation for Him to answer and He just stooped down and wrote on the 

ground with His finger… 

 

Jesus is just as calm as can be and not affected by anything these Pharisee’s were 

trying to force Him into; and by the way Jesus never gets pushed into a corner by 

anyone. They are anxious, He is calmly indifferent as if not even listening to 

them. 

 

 

They would have liked nothing more than for them to affirm the law of Moses 

and have her stoned and they would have done it immediately and He would have 

been turned over to the Roman soldiers and face certain death at their hands. 

Then look at Verse 7 



Verse 7: so when they continued asking Him… 

 

 

They continued to press Him for an answer because they think they have Him in 

an impossible situation to get out of. Give us an answer, they say. They were 

revealing the hatred in their hearts by their incessant demand for an answer and I 

think the crowd could see that. So with all eyes and ears on Him it goes on to say 

at the end of Verse 7 and Verse 8: He raised Himself up and said to them ‘He 

who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first’ and again 

He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

 

 

What an incredible answer! With one answer He devastates them. He doesn’t 

minimize her sin, He doesn’t violate the law of Moses and He doesn’t violate the 

Roman law. He is able to bypass all of that with one simple answer that 

immediately turns the tables on the Pharisees.  

 

 

By the way, the law in the Old Testament in Deuteronomy 13: 9 and 

Deuteronomy 17: 7 says but you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first 

against him to put him to death and afterward the hand of all the people… 
 

 

The Old Testament called for the victim and then the witnesses and then all the 

people to be involved in the stoning of someone who violated the law of God 

deserving of death.  

 

 

But Jesus says, in essence, to these Pharisees, ‘do you think you are worthy to 

judge her? Who do you think you are being her judge and executioner? He says 

the standard in which to judge is he who is without sin. That is one word in the 

Greek, an-harmartaos, and it means one who is sinless. 

 

 

 



Not sinless in the sense of being without any sin because none of us is that, but 

what it means is that he who is or has not committed this same type of sin, or 

currently involved in any time of ongoing sin, let him cast the first stone. Most 

writers believe that the context and language demand that this be the specific sin 

of adultery that Jesus is talking about. Let him who has never committed this sin 

of adultery cast the first stone. 

 

 

Remember what Jesus had said to them earlier in His ministry in Matthew 5: 27 

– 28 you have heard it said by them of old ‘you shall not commit adultery’ 

but I say to you ‘whoever looks at a women to lust after her has committed 

adultery with her already in his heart’. That pretty much eliminates every one 

of those Pharisees who, if they weren’t committing the actual act, were definitely 

lusting in their hearts.  

 

 

They are denounced for this in Romans 2: 19 - 24 where Paul says Read. Earlier 

in Romans 2: 1 Paul said therefore you are inexcusable O man, whoever you 

are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for 

you who judge practice the same things. And they may have been, if not 

physically, in their hearts for sure. He says ‘there is no place for hypocritical 

judgment. 

 

 

Not only that but these hypocritical Pharisees are saying ‘she committed adultery 

and deserves judgment’ while they are thinking to themselves ‘we want to kill 

Jesus’. And they had already done that according to Matthew 5: 21 – 22 where it 

says you have heard it said by them of old that you shall not commit murder 

but I say to you whoever is angry with his brother is guilty of murder 

already.  

 

 

So the question really isn’t ‘shall the law of Moses be upheld’ but ‘whether your 

sinful heart puts you in a position to be anyone’s judge.’ They bring this woman 

to be judged and condemned and you know what happens, they are the ones who 

are judged and condemned. 



You know these Pharisees, and not so unlike some people today, are really a 

fulfillment of what Jesus said in Matthew 7: 1 – 5. Read 

 

 

Jesus says ‘you are quick to find fault with others when your own heart is full of 

extortion and excess.’ Wow! Now who is in control of this situation? Jesus is! He 

is the master. Then Verse 8 says He stooped back down and wrote on the ground 

again. He said all that He was going to say and it was enough. Look at the 

reaction in Verse 9. 

 

Verse 9: then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went 

out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. 

 

 

After they heard what Jesus said they were convicted by their conscience 

because of the sin in their hearts. The sin of lying, the sin of lusting, the sin of 

adultery and the sin of murder all exposed in one simple statement that left them 

powerless to do anything but leave, when they should have stayed and cried out 

for forgiveness from Jesus. The conviction of a conscience will either bring you 

to Christ or drive you away to continue in your sin.  

 

 

They left one by one beginning with the oldest to the youngest. They came 

proudly, defiantly, hypocritically to put Jesus to shame and accuse Him and they 

leave guilt ridden in their conscience because of their own sin. The oldest left 

first because they probably had more sin to remember than the younger ones. 

 

 

In any event, the end of Verse 9 says that Jesus was left alone and the woman 

standing in the midst. All her accusers had left but probably not everyone in the 

crowd or His disciples. Then in Verse 10 

 

 

Verses 10 - 11: when Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the 

woman, He said to her, woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no 

one condemned you? She said no one Lord… 



 Jesus said to her woman, the same title He used for His own mother on several 

occasions and He certainly could have said ‘adulteress’ ‘harlot’ but He in His 

grace and mercy calls her woman giving her back some of her dignity.  

 

 

He says where are your accusers, has no one condemned you and she said no 

one Lord. So Jesus says neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more. Jesus 

gave this woman something that the law could never give and that is divine 

forgiveness. All the law could do was show her, her sin but it could never forgive 

her of her sin, just like no man could forgive her of her sin. 

 

 

Only God through Christ Jesus can forgive anyone of their sin and He can do so 

because His justice has been satisfied on the cross where Jesus died and His 

mercy can be extended to her. So Jesus says neither do I condemn you. 

 

 

There was nothing that she said or did that deserved His forgiveness, it was His 

sovereign grace and mercy extended to her to forgive her, in spite of herself. Isn’t 

that the same way with you and me, we were saved by grace through faith and 

not of ourselves… 

 

 

She received the gift of God’s forgiveness but in that forgiveness she is still 

accountable to abandon that kind of lifestyle that she has been forgiven for. Jesus 

says to her go and sin no more. God’s grace in forgiveness does not give us 

license to sin, isn’t that what Romans 5: 20 – 6: 2 says. 

 

 

That is really the Christian life; one on side you are forgiven on the other side you 

live like it out of love and gratitude for that forgiveness. True belief and faith 

does not take advantage of God’s love and mercy and forgiveness.  

 

 

 



That is the same forgiveness that was extended to you and me. On April 19
th

, 

1981 when I came to Christ, Jesus said ‘neither do I condemn you’ like Romans 

8: 1 says there is therefore now no condemnation to those who… and then I 

am told through His word, ‘go and sin no more’. And when I do sin, 1
st
 John 2: 1 

says that I have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  

 

Closing Prayer 
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