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SUBJECT. —In the former psalm the past wonders which God had 
wrought were recounted to his honour, and in the present psalm he is 
entreated to glorify himself again, because the heathen were presuming 
upon the absence of miracles, were altogether denying the miracles of 
former ages, and insulting the people of God with the question, “Where is 
now their God?” It grieved the heart of the godly that Jehovah should be 
thus dishonoured, and treating their own condition of reproach as 
unworthy of notice, they beseech the Lord at least to vindicate his own 
name. The Psalmist is evidently indignant that the worshippers of foolish 
idols should be able to put such a taunting question to the people who 
worshipped the only living and true God; and having spent his indignation 
in sarcasm upon the images and their makers, he proceeds to exhort the 
house of Israel to trust in God and bless his name. As those who were dead 
and gone could no longer sing psalms unto the Lord among the sons of 
men, he exhorts the faithful who were then living to take care that God is 
not robbed of his praise, and then he closes with an exulting Hallelujah. 
Should not living men extol the living God? 

DIVISION. —For the better expounding of it, the psalm may be divided 
into an entreaty of God to vindicate his own honour, verses 1, 2; a 
contemptuous description of the false gods and their worshippers, 3-8; an 
exhortation to the faithful to trust in God and to expect great blessings from 
him, 9-15; an explanation of God’s relationship to their present condition of 
things, verse 16; and a reminder, that, not the dead, but the living, must 
continually praise God here below, 17, 18. 
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This is a psalm of praise, wherein the glory of God, as opposed to idols, 

and the idolatry and self-confidence of the human heart, is strikingly set 
forth. 
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This psalm is by the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, Arabic, and 
Ethiopic versions, joined to the former, and makes one psalm with it: and 
Kimchi says, that in some books the psalm does not begin here; but in the 
best and correct copies of the Hebrew, and in the Targum, it stands a 
distinct psalm; and the different subject matter or argument shows it to be 
so. It is ascribed to various persons; by some to Moses and the Israelites, 
when pursued by Pharaoh: by others to the three companions of Daniel, 
cast into the fiery furnace: by others to Mordecai and Esther, when Haman 
distressed the Jews: by others to the heroes at the times of Antiochus and 
the Maccabees; so Theodoret: by some to Jehoshaphat, when a numerous 
army came against him; and by others to David, which is more probable; 
though on what occasion is not easy to say: some have thought it was 
written by him, when insulted by the Jebusites, 2 Samuel 5:6. The occasion 
of it seems to be some distress the church of God was in from the Heathens; 
and the design of it is to encourage trust and confidence in the Lord; and to 
excite the saints to give him the glory of all their mercies, and to expose the 
vanity of idols. 
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Many ancient translations join this psalm to that which goes next before 
it, the Septuagint particularly, and the vulgar Latin; but it is, in the Hebrew, 
a distinct psalm. In it we are taught to give glory, I. To God, and not to 
ourselves, ver. 1. II. To God, and not to idols, ver. 2-8. We must give glory 
to God, 1. By trusting in him, and in his promise and blessing, ver. 9-15. 2. 
By blessing him, ver. 6-18. Some think this psalm was penned upon 
occasion of some great distress and trouble that the church of God was in, 
when the enemies were in insolent and threatening, in which case the 
church does not so much pour out her complaint to God as place her 
confidence in God, and triumph in doing so; and with such a holy triumph 
we ought to sing this psalm. 
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1. May the blessed truth of Your Word minister to us as we pray. 

2. May our prayers begin sounding like those prayed in Scripture because 
You’re conforming our lives to Christ. 

3. May our focus in prayer be upon You, and not for the ears of man. 

4. Pour out Your Spirit upon Christ’s church, and upon the world. 

5. Purify Your children, and unite us to worship You in Christ, with one 
heart, one mind and one accord. 

6. Raise up godly ministers unto Your harvest, and bless those who are 
already laboring in Your field. 

7. Be merciful unto us by bringing saving faith to our unsaved family, 
friends, neighbors, the village of Ninilchik, and all the residents of the 
Kenai Peninsula. 

8. Remove from us all pride, haughtiness and arrogance, and make us ever 
watchful against the flesh and every temptation from the enemy. 

9. Humble us as we commune with You in prayer, and keep us from lip-
service, from deedless word religion and heartless works religion. 

10. Teach us to abide in Christ each time we pray; that our hearts may be 
knit to His so we may glorify You. 
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