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od set out to save Nineveh from the beginning of this book; but that 

work on 

saving Jonah from a rotten heart. In chapter 4 we have a chance to see 

Jonah's merciless heart more clearly than in the rest of the book. Our 

subject in this chapter is Jonah's Anger; first we'll consider the cause of 

Jonah's anger, second Jonah's solution to his anger, and third God's 

solution to Jonah's anger. 

THE CAUSE OF JONAH’S ANGER  

The text tells us Jonah is angry because Nineveh is saved. God threatened 

terrible judgment on Nineveh but upon their repentance God repented. 

Jonah was hoping for fire and brimstone, cataclysmic flood or foreign 

invasion; what Nineveh got was divine mercy and Jonah is furious. 

And Jonah knew this was coming. This is why he fled to Tarshish in the 

first place. Jonah knew full well about God's faithful love for sinners; he 

knew the potential for God to show mercy to the hated Ninevites. And so 

we can say Jonah's anger is caused by God's mercy and faithful love. Jonah 

is angry because God is gracious. 

Now this seems ridiculous. Why should anyone not rejoice that God is 

gracious and merciful? Actually, that's the mistake of many people, 

judging from the times Jesus had to deal with this subject. Remember the 

story Jesus tells about the laborers in the vineyard? Some work all day and 

some work only one hour? But everyone gets the same pay and this 

angers the guys who worked all day. After all, why should the slackers get 

paid the same as the guys who bore the heat of the day? What is Jesus' 
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response? The master in the story asks the angered workers, "Are you 

envious because I am generous? Have I not the right to do what I wish 

with my own things?" The angry workers didn't want the slackers to get 

grace. 

Or how about the story of the prodigal son. Jesus told that story because 

the Jewish leaders complained that Jesus welcomed sinners into his 

ministry. At the end of the prodigal son story the elder brother is angry 

that the father has welcomed back the prodigal. His attitude is rotten, his 

heart is rotten. The father tries to get his older son to see the truth: The 

prodigal was dead in sin and wickedness but now he is alive! It's right to 

rejoice when notorious sinners return to God. 

The fact with Jonah, and the Pharisees, and us, is that we get a little 

complacent in our salvation. We start to forget that first joy and wonder 

we had when our sins were washed away by the utterly free grace of God. 

We start to even subtly think that God is awfully lucky to have folks like 

us around. After all, we're not muslims, we hate planned parenthood, and 

we would have died rather than vote for Hillary. God must be glad were 

on his side.  

And as we succumb to this complacence and spiritual forgetfulness, it 

becomes very natural to look at the aforementioned villains with simple 

hatred. We long for them to get their due. How would we feel if ISIS had 

a major revival and turned to the Lord? Then the very hands which have 

shed so much Christian blood would have the Cup and the Bread put into 

them; they would feed freely at the master's table, right next to us? Would 

this be okay?  

Now I happen to know that in this church, as much animosity as there 

might be against evil men like ISIS, I believe we would rejoice that such 

notorious sinners had come to Christ. And I thank God that I am 

confident that is our heart in this church. 

But you see how easily we could go the next step. I can get to the place 

where if it were up to me to either see Hillary roast in the fires of hell or 
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be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, I'd choose hell. At that point my 

hatred has overwhelmed my grasp on the Gospel, and I am in serious sin 

against the Lord. That's where poor old Jonah finds himself in chapter 4. 

Jonah's anger is caused by the faithful love of God toward sinners. 

JONAH’S SOLUTION TO HIS ANGER  

So Jonah is angry. And what solution does he offer in his anger? Jonah 

asks God to kill him. Jonah would rather go to the grave than live in a 

world where Nineveh receives the faithful love of God.  

And that's not all. In his anger Jonah doesn't leave back to Israel, but sets 

up camp just outside Nineveh to see what will become of the city. Now 

what does this mean? Jonah already knows the mercy of God has been 

shown to Nineveh, so the threatened destruction is not going to happen. 

What is Jonah waiting for? It would seem Jonah might be hoping that 

Nineveh will somehow turn from their repentance, once more anger God, 

and after all be punished by God! Jonah is hoping these people won't stick 

to their repentance so that judgment will come and he will have front 

row seats when it does! 

Ladies and Gentlemen; please look deeply and long into the heart of 

Jonah. And hear me: It is your own heart. It is my heart. It is the heart we 

inherited from our sinful first father. You see we were all born with 

congenital heart defects. But the problem is not a murmur, or a physical 

weakness, but wildly hateful selfishness! Hateful selfishness directed 

against God; hateful selfishness directed against man. Jonah longs to see 

Nineveh go up in smoke! He wants the streets to run red with the blood 

of men, women and children! And folks, Jonah is a believer!!! 

So Jonah's solution to his anger is to ask for death for himself, and to wait 

and hope for death for Nineveh. Maybe Jonah's been a little lax on 

personal devotions lately, wouldn't you say? 

Now we'll see God deal with Jonah in a moment, but just notice that 

when God asks Jonah whether Jonah thinks his anger is good, Jonah 
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responds with a fierce affirmation of his own anger! Jonah is raging 

against the revival of Nineveh and he is fully committed to his rage; even 

the rebuke of God himself seems to mean nothing to him. 

Folks, do you see what madness we are liable to if we will not walk 

carefully in God's ways? What kind of lunatic hears God speak from 

heaven and argues back?! And don't get confused; Jonah doesn't come 

from the Israeli insane asylum; he's not lacking in intelligence and he isn't 

unclear on what Scripture says. We aren't dealing with a crazy unbeliever 

here, but one of God's own people, and a prophet at that! And yet if we 

will let sin have its way in our hearts; if we will not stand vigilant over our 

souls and carefully carry out God's commands there is no telling what 

cliff sin will drag us to, and we have no guarantee that we won't be 

dashed to pieces at the bottom. So, Jonah's solution to his anger is to ask 

for death for himself and hope for death for the 120,000 people in 

Nineveh. 

GOD’S SOLUTION TO JONAH’S ANGER  

I told you before that God was interested in more than the salvation of 

Nineveh. Nineveh needed to be saved from judgment from the outside; 

Jonah needed to be saved from rottenness on the inside. So now we see 

God's solution to Jonah's anger problem. 

First, God simply confronts Jonah by questioning his anger. "Is it right for 

you to be angry?" You can be confident that when God asks you this sort 

of question the answer is no. If you're moving along through your day 

and suddenly have a powerful impression that some part of your attitude 

or behavior is highly questionable, many times its because you are in the 

wrong. That's what I take the "leading of the Spirit" to be in Romans 8. 

God's Spirit is not interested in what kind of toothpaste you choose at the 

store; you go ahead and decide on that one. He is very interested in 

leading you out of sinful motives and habits. You should fully expect to 

experience direct leadings and impressions in many of the moral issues of 

your life.  
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Now Jonah is impervious to God's question, so God takes it a step further. 

Jonah builds himself a little shack to keep out of the heat, which in that 

region can easily climb to between 110 and 130 F. God proceeds to cause a 

special plant to grow up quickly, large enough to provide more shade for 

Jonah, and Jonah is thrilled about the plant! 

But the next morning God sends a worm to destroy the plant, and the 

plant is ruined. Then God kicks up a scorching wind and makes Jonah 

miserable to the point of again desiring death. Now comes the lesson. 

It would appear Jonah developed a fondness for this plant, even beyond 

its obvious usefulness to him. When the plant was ruined Jonah even felt 

compassion for it, leading to still more anger. God questions Jonah on 

this anger and Jonah sticks to it. So here's the point: 

Jonah has compassion on a worthless plant, a thing of yesterday which is 

gone tomorrow, but Jonah doesn't think God should have compassion on 

a city with 120,000 people in spiritual darkness. Jonah's wrongness is 

almost comical.  

And God seems to imply even more. Jonah did nothing in the creation 

and sustaining of the plant and yet he pities it. Is God alluding to the fact 

that He himself is the maker and sustainer of Nineveh? And should not 

this also open Jonah's eyes to the propriety of God's compassion on 

Nineveh? What is a plant to 120,000 people in spiritual need? God's 

compassion goes still further; he is even concerned about the wellbeing of 

animals in Nineveh. And why not? After all, they too are his creation and 

Scripture says it is Him who gives to them daily food.  

The whole lesson here at the end of the book serves to paint in striking 

contrast God's own heart, filled with faithful love for sinners, and the 

heart of Jonah, rotten with hatred and apathy toward those in spiritual 

darkness. Notice the book ends without any response from Jonah; it's as 

if the writer leaves God's question unanswered so that we will be forced 

to answer it.  
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So what's our verdict? Was God right or wrong to have compassion on 

Nineveh, even though they were a dangerous enemy of his own people? 

Should we desire God's love even for those who hate us, who would kill 

us if they got the chance?  

God saved the sailors from shipwreck and they worshiped him. God saved 

Jonah from drowning and he worshiped God. God saved Nineveh after 

seeing their repentance. But our book ends on a cliffhanger; will Jonah's 

heart be purified from its evil hatred and disregard of his enemies? This is 

the deepest and most crucial salvation in the book: Will Jonah be 

delivered from himself?  

Will you? God calls us to walk in faithful love toward outsiders, toward 

those who do not know their right hand from their left. You need not go 

far to find folks in spiritual darkness; they are all around us. Are we 

hampered by a hatred of those we'd rather see in hell? More to the point, 

do we even care? Or has apathy dulled our fervency to see lost souls 

brought into the faithful love of God? The church that won't evangelize, 

dies. So does the Christian. That's a maxim of spirituality. So let's turn 

our gaze outward and begin by praying for those in our community who 

are without Christ. Lets come up with good and simple plans for 

increasing the knowledge of God in our community. As we do this we can 

be certain Jesus is with us, even to the end of the age. 

 


