
Ps. 19:12-14 (LD 44, Q113)  “Acquit Me of the Hidden”

For the Children: The 10th commandment is about whether we want to obey God or disobey Him.  It is very 
easy for us to disobey.  Sometimes we do so deliberately, sometimes we have hidden, sinful reasons for our 
actions.  For example, you tell your friends about something bad another person has done.  You say it is so you 
can all help that person.  But it might really be because you want everyone to get angry with this person.  Even 
when we do good things, it is not always for the right reason.  Perhaps we sometimes go to church, but sit there 
thinking that it would be nice if we didn’t have to be there.  Much of our sin has to do with our thoughts and 
wishes – that’s what the 10th commandment teaches us.  If, however, we are to have godly desires, we need the 
Lord’s help.  Questions: What does the 10th commandment have to do with the other commandments?  How 
does the Lord deal with our sinful desires?  What can we do to help put aside sinful desires?

Introduction:

First Point: An Internal Matter
1) Hidden Faults: Both “errors” and “hidden faults” refer here to unintentional sins.  See Lev. 4:2,22,27; 

5:15-18.  These include sins of ignorance, and inner motives that we hide from ourselves and others.  
This demonstrates that there is a big internal element in sin.

2) Presumptuous Sins: In the case of presumptuous sins (v. 13), we do know that we are doing wrong.  
There is therefore a greater degree of contempt of the Lord involved.  Even these sins involve inner 
attitudes as well as outer actions.  We know the inner desire to do evil is wrong, because the 10th 
commandment forbids coveting.  The Fall in Gen. 3 shows all these elements.  If 2 perfect people can 
sin by coveting, how more do we face this problem today?

3) Meditations of the Heart: As Q113 points out, the positive side of the 10th commandment is hating sin 
and loving God’s will – matters of our internal desire and heart.  David prays for such an attitude by 
asking the Lord to make his words and inner meditations acceptable in His sight.

Second Point: A Comprehensive Matter
1) A Comprehensive Capstone: The 10th commandment is a “capstone” over all the other commandments, 

because it deals with our desires in all the areas covered by God’s law.  It deals also with the whole 
person, from inward desire to outward action.  The starting-point for disobeying all of the 
commandments is generally a sinful desire for what is forbidden.  This comes out in many of the 
Heidelberg’s explanations of the 10 commandments.

2) Exposing Our Sin: The 10th commandment is therefore useful for exposing sin – as Jesus did with the 
Rich Young Ruler (Lk. 18:18f).  This also explains Jam. 2:10.  If we start coveting in one area, it will not 
stop with just the one commandment; it shows that we cannot and do not control our desires properly.  
This shows us how pervasive sin is in our lives, and how out of our control.

Third Point: A Matter That Shows Our Need of Grace
1) Grace to Cover the Hidden: The fact that many of our sinful desires are hidden, reminds us that we need

God’s grace – for we cannot even see all that needs to be remedied, let alone deal with it..

2) The Grace of Acquittal: Vss. 12,13 show that we need the grace of acquittal if we are to be set free from 
the guilt and judgement we deserve.  We are acquitted because the penalty for our sins has been paid 
by the Lord Jesus, and His perfect obedience counted as ours.  He is our Rock and Redeemer (v. 14), 
the only One who could pay the ransom-price to free us.

3) The Response of Gratitude: David desires to be “blameless.”  This does not mean that he expects to be 
“perfect” in this life.  It means that he wishes to be acquitted despite his sins, for Christ’s sake.  But it 
also means he desires the Lord’s help to live in a godly way, so that he can be free of charges in the 
courts of the church.  He desires sanctifying grace, that he may show that he has truly received justifying
grace.  The two are inseparable.

Conclusion:


