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Romans 9:22-23 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 63 

Introduction: 
 

     We have begun to look deep into the divine Sovereign plan and purpose of God, here in 
Paul’s letter to the Romans. This has brought us to Romans 9:22, which has turned into a 
three-week study, however this alone cannot do the text justice. There has been volumes 
written concerning this chapter and even this specific verse and most of it leave men 
standing in awe with even more questions.  
 
     However we know that God is right and holy in all that He does and ‘Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do what is just?’1  Isaiah the prophet tells us, ‘I am the LORD, and there is no one 
else; There is no God except Me.’2 The fact that people would even dare to question God as 
Thomas Schreiner states, ‘their resistance is manifested in their arguing with Him, for that 
constitutes opposition to what He has commanded.’3 They are not necessarily resisting His 
will, because no man can thwart the will and work of Almighty God.4 However, they are in 
opposition to God because of their refusal to obey His commands. 

     John Piper states, ‘that in our trials, in our tribulations, in our distress; when we succumb to 
fear and failure, trying to fix all our own issues. When all of this is happening, or something is 
being said or thought, God responds, “I AM God!” The point is; in our weakness we act like we 
don’t know what it means for Him to be God!’ 5 May we never be shaken by the fears of the life 
in comparison to our great God, for He shall do all His pleasure. As Jesus taught us to pray, 
may we have bold confidence in, ‘Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth.’ 6 Because God’s will shall always 
be accomplished, for this is His Sovereign purpose for His honor and glory.  

__________________________________________                                    
1 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Genesis 18:25e. 
 
2 Amplified Bible, AMP Bible, (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, Zondervan, 2015), Isaiah 45:5a-b. 
 
3 Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament – Volume 6, (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Publishing Group, 1998), 514. 
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     We have already looked in-depth at verse 22, with God’s willingness to display His wrath.  
‘What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:’7 Yet people will still see this as unfair, 
or unjust; forgetting the very nature and character of Almighty God. Furthermore forgetting 
the verse that proceeded verse 22, where the Apostle Paul asks that rhetorical question from 
verse 21; ‘Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel 
for honor and another for dishonor?8  

 

     Paul is dealing with two truths here that both go together to bring about the purpose and 
plan of God for His own glory; and these two truths are divine redemption and divine 
reprobation. One vessel of honor and another unto dishonor. In other words, one was a 
prized masterpiece in the hands of the potter, yet the other use just for common use, yet in 
it the potter still exercised His power and authority.  
 
Romans 9:22 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:9 
 

Two different words for the long suffering of God has been used here:  
 

- Romans 9:22 – God is willing to show His wrath upon the dishonored vessels, 
continuing to ‘fit themselves to destruction.’ And His is longsuffering to allow this 
purpose to be accomplished according to His Sovereign will. 

 

- 2 Peter 3:9 – God is not willing to show His wrath, in fact He is not willing that any 
should perish because that is how His wrath is ultimately displayed. Yet His 
longsuffering here is to ‘usward.’  

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
4 NOTE: ‘Yea, before the day was, I am He, and there is none that can deliver out of My hand; I will work, and who 
shall turn it back?’ 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James 
Bible Publishers), Isaiah 43:13. 
 
5 John Piper, Desiring God, The Sovereignty of God: ‘My Counsel Shall Stand, and I Will Accomplish All My Purpose.” 
(April 10, 2018, John Piper, Desiring God), https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-sovereignty-of-god-my-
counsel-shall-stand-and-i-will-accomplish-all-my-purpose. 
 
6 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Matthew 6:9b-10. 
 

7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22. 
 
8 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 9:21. 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22. 
 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-sovereignty-of-god-my-counsel-shall-stand-and-i-will-accomplish-all-my-purpose
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     In 2 Peter that God’s long suffering is toward His elect, not willing that any of them should 
perish but that all should some to repentance. This word long-suffering is the Greek word 
3114 ‘μακροθυμέω’ – makrothumeó. As the Strong’s defines it as ‘I suffer long, have patience, 
I am forbearing, perseverance, refusing to retaliate with anger, because of human reasoning 
or response.’10 God is long suffering to all His elect, awaiting the salvation of each and every 
one of them that He has given to the Son in accordance to His divine purpose.  
 

- Jesus said, - ‘All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last 
day.’11 

 
     The syntax in Romans 9 shows us that God’s long-suffering is actually enduring the vessels 
to which God is willing to show His wrath and power. He is just waiting while they fit 
themselves to destruction, in accordance with His divine plan.  This word long-suffering used 
in Romans 9 is the Greek word 3115 ‘μακροθυμία, ας, ἡ - makrothumia. It is in fact a different 
Greek word as used in 2 Peter chapter 3 for God’s Elect. As the Strong’s defines it as ‘patience, 
forbearance properly, long-passion, i.e. waiting sufficient time before expressing anger. This 
avoids the premature use of force (retribution) that rises out of improper anger.’12 
 
     So when properly understanding the original usage in the Greek text, we can clearly see 
that we have two different words used here for the long-suffering of God. Further 
understanding the purpose of the Glory of God we will see that even in His wrath, God is 
glorified. God created His creation in which both His holy wrath and gracious mercy would 
be displayed; even in eternity. ‘Indeed, His mercy shines against the backdrop of His just 
wrath, showing thereby that the salvation of any person is due to the marvelous grace and 
love of God. If this is difficult to understand, it is because people mistakenly think that God 
owes them salvation.’13  
 
Romans 9:22 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:14 

 
 
__________________________________________ 
10 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 3114 
‘μακροθυμέω - makrothumeó’ – long suffering. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 6:37-39. 
 
12 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 3115 
‘μακροθυμία, ας, ἡ - makrothumia – long suffering. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
13 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2173. 
 
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22. 
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     Now we must deal with this complex question, which will leave you even more puzzled. Is 
it God fitting these vessels to destruction of the same lump? On the other hand, are they 
fitting themselves? We must let Scripture answer and not presume to assume.  
 

Jude 1:4 
 
4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.15 
 
     This verse does not make God the Author sin. The word used here for condemnation in 
the Greek is ‘2917 - ‘krima’ - κρίμα, ατος, τό which simply means the final judgment, or an 
adverse verdict.’16 These vessels were condemned already because they believed not on the 
Only Begotten Son of God, however by their actions they continued to fit themselves to a 
greater punishment of damnation.   
 
     Then people will say, well see, God predestinated them to hell! No, we all came out of the 
same fallen, corrupt lump of humanity. God chose some for vessels of honor and passed the 
rest over. Those that He chose He predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son. 
Those whom He passed over, He left them to their own devices to fit themselves unto 
destruction.  
 
     Turn to 2 Peter chapter 2, may we see such vessels reserved for judgment, as Peter writes 
about how they continue to fit themselves.  
 

‘The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve 
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 10 But chiefly them that 
walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. 
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 
11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord.  

 
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil 
of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own 
corruption; 13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that 
count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting 
themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you; 14 Having eyes 
full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an 
heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 15 Which 
have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam 
the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 

 
__________________________________________ 
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Jude 1:4. 
 
16 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
2917 - ‘krima’ - κρίμα, ατος; (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
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16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice 
forbad the madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells without water, clouds that 
are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the 
lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from 
them who live in error.’17 

 
     Dr. Thomas Constable writes, ‘because that God has left them to their own fallen will, 
without His merciful restraining grace they continue to prepare themselves for destruction 
in their own wantonness to pursue sin.’18  
 
     You may ask, ‘now what are you saying preacher, you mean God choses some for salvation 
and just passes others over and allows them to fit themselves to destruction?’ Exactly, ‘Even 
as it is written, Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’19 Now I am not saying that God just turns them 
lose and allows them to do whatever their sinful nature desires, because God does still yet 
does indeed have power even over the wicked, and He does in fact restrain them in 
accordance with His Sovereign purpose.  
 
Romans 9:22 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:20 

 
     Yes, they have been ordained to condemnation and judgment, because they have been 
passed over by the grace of God. Therefore, by their sinful actions in rebellion against God, 
they fit themselves to destruction. They are adding to their own condemnation. 
 
     The Amplified Bible in Proverbs 16 reads, ‘The LORD has made everything for its own 
purpose, Even the wicked [according to their role] for the day of evil. Everyone who is proud 
and arrogant in heart is disgusting and exceedingly offensive to the LORD; Be assured he will 
not go unpunished.’21 These two verses show both the Sovereignty of God, yet man fitting 
himself in his rejection to obedience unto God by his own proud, arrogant heart.  
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Peter 2:9-18. 
 
18 Thomas Constable, DD., Commentary on Romans 9, Expository Notes of Dr. Thomas Constable, 2012. Date Access: 
April 14, 2018. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/romans-9.html. 
 
19 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 9:13. 
 
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22. 
 

21 Amplified Bible, AMP Bible, (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, Zondervan, 2015), Proverbs 16:4-5.  
 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/romans-9.html
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     Next I want us to see the impartiality of God, In both salvation and among those that fit 
themselves to destruction; from Romans 2, and I will read from the NASB. 
 

     ‘1 Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for 
in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge 
practice the same things. 2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls 
upon those who practice such things.3 But do you suppose this, O man, when 
you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, 
that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you think lightly of the 
riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the 
kindness of God leads you to repentance?  
 
     5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing 
up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, 6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 7 to 
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor 
and immortality, eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 9 There 
will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the 
Jew first and also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone 
who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no 
partiality with God.’22 

 
     Did you see what Paul wrote there in verse number five and six? ‘But after thy hardness 
and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 6 Who will render to every man according to 
his deeds:’23 This is their own fitting, because of their own willful rebellion and sin. 

Romans 9:22 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:24 
 
     People read Romans 9:22 and still in ignorance they proclaim that it is not God’s will that 
anyone should perish, but that all come to repentance. My friend God’s will is always 
accomplished, and if that verse from 2 Peter 3:9 means all mankind, everywhere, from all 
time; then all men would be saved.  

 
 
__________________________________________ 
22 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 2:1-11.  
 
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 2:5-6. 
 
24 Ibid., Romans 9:22. 
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     However, we know that all men will not be saved. Yet we know also from proper context, 
that it is not God’s will that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance; 
because God is long-suffering to us ward. All of those vessels of mercy that He has prepared 
unto glory.  

     In the improper interpretation of ‘it is not God’s will that any should perish.’ There would 
be no need for hell. There would be no need for the preaching of the gospel, in fact, there 
would be no need for the Cross. Nevertheless, my friend, His will for none to perish are for 
His elect. His masterpiece, those vessels of honor which He hath afore prepared unto glory.  

     His purpose is His glory, and God desires to show His wrath, to make His power known to 
vindicate His holiness. Therefore, He endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath 
fitted for destruction.25 We may not understand this, we may not be able to harmonize or 
reconcile this, and I know down deep our fallen, finite and feeble flesh really doesn’t like this. 
However, this is who God is; and yes, the potter does have all power over the clay. In His 
purpose of redemption, God receives honor and glory, and yes, even in His purpose of 
reprobation God receives honor and glory.  

     May I add, God’s will is always accomplished, and He is willing to show His wrath in perfect 
justice to make His power known. Turn to Isaiah chapter 66 and verse number 22-24. 
 

22 ‘For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain 
before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. 

 
23 And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one 
sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. 

 
24 And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have 
transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire 
be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.’26 

 
     God is willing to show His wrath to make His power known, and He will do so for all 
eternity and we, the Saints of God shall praise Him, honor, glorify and worship Him for 
vindicating His holiness in the punishment of sin against Him. Because then and forever, we 
will understand that out of that same lump, we were shown mercy and grace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
25 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 9:22d. 
 
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (NY: Oxford University Press, 2000), Isaiah 66:22-24. 
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Romans 9:22-23 
 
22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 
 

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory,’27 
 
     ‘Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?’28 Praise God for 
His Grace, Church! I came out of the same lump as you did. Jeffery Dahmer, Adolf Hitler, 
Saddam Hussein, and Bin Laden, we all came out of the same lump. But thanks to Calvary, I 
don’t live here anymore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
27 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (NY: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:22-23. 
 
28 Ibid., Romans 9:24. 
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