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Romans 9:24-33 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 64 

Introduction: 
 

     Romans chapter nine, we will do our very best this evening if it be the Lord’s will, to try to 
finish this chapter. We have finished in our last lesson verses number 22 and 23. However, 
in order to get a better understanding here in the chapter of what the Apostle Paul is trying 
to get across to us, in its proper context we must go back to verse number 11 and read the 
text. Because we must build the context for what we need to deal with tonight. So go to 
Romans 9, and we will begin reading at verse number 11. However, keep in mind what the 
Apostle Paul has already written up to this point and understand his target audience. Newly 
converted Christians in Rome; and the majority of these new converts came out of Judaism, 
so they probably had a good working knowledge of the Old Testament.  
 
     However, men begin to get away from the truths of the Scripture and Paul writes this 
beautiful letter to vindicate the divine Sovereign plan and purpose of God. He opens up the 
book with condemnation. Condemning all men, for that all have sinned and come short of the 
Glory of God. Then Paul moves into Justification by faith alone, then into sanctification. This 
is the section that we are presently in that deals with vindication, and later in chapter 12 we 
will move into application. The Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans is going back to the basics. 
He has a church here at Rome in which the majority of them do have a good working 
knowledge of the Old Testament. They have a good working knowledge of Hebrew and 
Jewish history. I want you to notice here, how that the Apostle Paul addresses the issue with 
the Sovereignty of God, in God’s Sovereign purpose of Election. Yet Paul is so deeply 
passionate about the salvation of his Jewish brethren, that he states that He would be willing 
to give it all up, to be accursed from Christ, if all of Israel would be saved! Wow, what a 
statement! 
 
     Then Paul moves on in the chapter and deals with God’s Sovereign purpose of election in 
the calling of Abraham. Then Paul deals with God’s Sovereign purpose of election in the 
choosing of Isaac over Ishmael in verses eight and nine.  Then Paul moves into verse ten and 
he states, ‘when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac.’1 Now Paul is 
dealing with God’s Sovereign choice between Jacob and Esau.  
__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:10b. 
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     Notice here, that up to this point everyone Paul has been dealing with here; they are Jews. 
We have the choosing of Abraham, the choosing of Isaac over Ishmael, and now we have 
Jacob over Esau. There are many preachers that will proclaim that Romans 9 is to the Jews 
only. In other words, God’s choice Israel. Amen, yes He did – because Israel is God’s chosen 
people. However, Paul tells us that we know not all that are of Israel is Israel.  Was Ishmael 
Israel? No, and was Esau Israel? No. Please understand here what the Apostle Paul is trying 
to get his initial readers to understand, he is using illustrations of nothing but Israelites, 
nothing but Hebrews, nothing but the Jews. Until he comes to section with Pharaoh, and this 
is understood because God said, ‘Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.’2 
 
     So let us understand that in the proper context; Paul is using Israel, he is using illustrations 
of Israel. Preachers will preach that but yet they fail to deal with the middle part of the 
chapter. Yes we will hear the bad news, but then we get presented the ‘good news.’  That is 
glorious plan of God’s grace, through and by God’s divine purpose of election it is not for 
Israel only. It too is for us dirty dog Gentiles also, Amen.  
 
Romans 9:11-20 
 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose 
of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 
 

12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 
 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whom I will have compassion. 
 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 
 

17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that 
I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 
 

18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
 

19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
 

20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?3 
 
     We see here a picture that Paul has condemned all of humanity. As he wrote here, that God 
told Moses; God will have mercy on whom God will have mercy. Folks that shows us a great 
need for mercy. That shows us a great need for God’s grace. We are condemned; yet men 
want to use this portion of Scripture to blame God for their rebellion and for their sin, for the 
evil and wickedness against a Holy God.  
__________________________________________ 
2 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 9:17b. 
 
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:11-20. 
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     They want so much to blame God, but oh my friends we cannot blame God. Jesus said in 
the Gospel of John chapter number three; ‘And this is the judgment: the light has come into the 
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were 
evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest 
his works should be exposed.’4 
 
     Jesus also told us in the Gospel of John chapter number five, He said, ‘Search the scriptures; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 40 And ye will 
not come to me, that ye might have life.’5 Do you know why people do not want Christ? Do you 
know why people do not want to be in Church and do not want the things of God? Because 
they love their sin more than they love God. However, they will rare back and say that they 
love God, but they no idea of the God of the Bible. Friends, we cannot blame God for that, do 
you know why? Because those people are doing exactly what they want to do, are they not? 
They are doing exactly want they want to do. So man cannot blame God. 
 
Romans 9:21-22 
 

21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, 
and another unto dishonour? 
 

22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much 
longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:6 
 
     My friend the Apostle Paul is dealing here with vessels. However he wants you to 
understand that there are a group of people out there that are chosen vessels of God’s grace. 
Oh, but friend understand this, everyone on the planet (reprobate or redeemed), it doesn’t 
matter, everyone is an object of God’s mercy. Everyone, they all get the same sunshine do 
they not? They get the rain, they get to live! They get one more day before they see judgment. 
They are an object of God’s mercy. There is a great difference though between being an object 
of His mercy and a vessel of His mercy. A vessel, not an object; but a vessel can hold 
something, it can contain something. God has said that He has vessels of mercy, yet all men 
are objects of His mercy.  
 
     God is staying, withholding His hand of wrath for those that willfully rebel against Him to 
fit themselves to destruction, then God will judge. This is for all of Israel and my friend it is 
indeed, for all mankind. Now look at verse number 23.  
 

Romans 9:23 
 

23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory, 7 
 

__________________________________________                                    
4 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 3:19-20. 
 
5 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
John 5:39-40. 
 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:21-22. 
 
7 Ibid., Romans 9:23. 
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     I am a vessel; I am not an object, Amen! A vessel can hold something; an object just gets 
mercy poured out on it and a vessel gets mercy poured in it. Once God has made you to know 
that you are a vessel, you have mercy, you can hold mercy, and you can carry mercy around 
with you. Once you have mercy, you will give mercy – likewise with grace. ‘that he might 
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto 
glory.’8 We know from the Scripture that God has Sovereignly purposed this from the 
foundation of the world,9 and He has chosen10 those vessels of mercy.11 Paul tells us here, 
that God has declared, I will be merciful unto whom I will be merciful. This is what Paul is 
trying to get them to understand. 
 
     Now look at verse number 24,  
 

Romans 9:24 
 

24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?12 
 

     So ask yourself, what does that mean? What does not only of the Jews, but also of the 
Gentiles, just what does all that mean? Well, I will tell you, all that stuff about election, all that 
about God having mercy on whom He will have mercy, and God hardening whom He wills. It 
not only applies to the Jews, but the Gentiles also.  
 
     You see my friend, God has a remnant; He has a remnant – ‘out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation;’13  upon the earth, Amen; and salvation is of the Lord. God initiates it, 
God gets it started; and God is not going to get you started and then leave you to yourself. Do 
you understand that? God will not get you started and then leave you to yourself. He said I’ll 
never leave you and I’ll never forsake you; and this Jews is not just to the Jews, but to the 
Gentiles also. 
__________________________________________                                     
8 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 9:23. 
 

9 NOTE: God’s Purpose of Grace in Christ, from the foundation of the world. ‘Who hath saved us, and called us with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the world began,’ Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 1:9.  
 

10 NOTE: God has chosen made the choice; ‘But we should and are [morally] obligated [as debtors] always to give 
thanks to God for you, believers beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation 
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit [that sets you apart for God’s purpose] and by your faith in the truth [of 
God’s word that leads you to spiritual maturity]. 14 It was to this end that He called you through our gospel [the good 
news of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection], so that you may obtain and share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
Amplified Bible, AMP Bible, (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, Zondervan, 2015), 2Thessalonians 2:13-14. 
 

11 NOTE: God’s choice of His vessels of mercy from the foundation of the world; ‘Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ: 4 even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blemish before him in 
love: 5 having foreordained us unto adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of the glory of his grace, which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.’ American 
Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Ephesians 1:3-6.  
 

12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:24. 
 

13 Ibid., Revelation 5:9e 
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     It is not of works, and it is not him that willeth, nor of him and runneth, but it is God that 
showeth mercy. Why? According to His divine purpose of Election. So man cannot blame God, 
for his own sin, he cannot; not when he is doing exactly what he wants to do. Now look at 
verse number 25; that’s bad news isn’t it? I mean all the way up to verse 22, I mean that is 
pretty tough news to swallow. That men are condemned, that it is only God that gives mercy, 
and it is only God that gives grace. However, my friend, once you understand God’s purpose, 
that will be good news to you.  
 
     When you understand the Gospel and what Christ has accomplished; and know that 
salvation is offered not just to the Jews only, but to us Gentiles also. However, we must be 
brought to the point where we lay our religion aside, and realize that we are sinners and that 
we do indeed, need a Saviour. Oh, we need Christ; we do not need religion, people do not 
need revival what they need is regeneration. God must give us life first, and salvation is of 
the Lord. This plan, this glorious doctrine, this glorious provision is not just offered to the 
Jews, but it is offered to us Gentiles also.  
 
     We know that salvation is of the Lord, by His grace and mercy and justification is by faith 
alone, in the Person of Christ alone. You let God do the work of regeneration and then one 
can get into the weeds of the more complex doctrines, get the foundation laid first, and that 
is salvation. What must one do to be saved? Believe on Him (the Lord Jesus Christ) and what 
He has accomplished. He will save you, He will change you, because He is the One that 
quickens you.  
 
Romans 9:25 
 
25 As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her beloved, 
which was not beloved. 14 
    
     No one in here is a natural born Jew. None of you can trace your ancestry back to Abraham, 
yet God said that He would call you His people, which were not my people. God brought you 
in, we are like wild branches and we have been grafted in. I hope that you can see and 
understand what the Apostle Paul is trying to develop here. He has been using Israel as the 
illustration up to this point to get us to understand election. How that God chose, how that 
God hardens, how that God deals with man, how that God saves men, and then Paul makes 
the statement that it is not just for the Jews only. However, it is for all those that will cry out, 
‘Oh Son of David, have mercy on me!’ God said ‘“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my 
people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” 15 

 

 
 
 
__________________________________________  
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:25. 
 

15 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 9:25. 
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Romans 9:26 
 
26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; 
there shall they be called the children of the living God. 16 

 

     You think of that, by His Sovereign Grace we can proclaim, ‘I am a child of the living God, I 
am a son of the King.’ That makes me a prince for I have found favor with God. I have been 
brought into the family by His Grace. I am a vessel of His mercy ‘which he afore prepared unto 
glory.’ 17 I am a Gentile, I was not of Jewish seed of Abraham, but I have been brought in by 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby now I can cry Abba’, daddy. 
 

Romans 9:27 
 
27 Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the children of Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, The remnant will be saved. 18 
 
     A remnant, just a remnant folks, for not all of Israel is Israel. 25 verses, or 26 verses for 
this, the Apostle Paul said I’d give it all up if they all could be saved. He was lying, because 
he wrote that under divine inspiration of God the Holy Spirit. He meant what he said.  
 
Romans 9:27-28 
 
27 Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the 
sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: 
 
28 For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the 
Lord make upon the earth. 19 
 
     You need to understand something, what God doing here. He has left off with primarily 
dealing with Israel. Now I do not want to get too deep into Eschatology, or I will not be able 
to finish this all, but you need to understand what God is doing right now. He has left off 
primarily dealing with Israel and He is primarily dealing with which group of people right 
now? Primarily dealing with, Oh not of Israel only, but the Scripture saith of the Gentiles also, 
Amen! He is dealing with us, God said that He will cut in short, He has left off in dealing with 
Israel primarily for a season. He is dealing with us, anyone who hear, anyone who harken, 
anyone who will heed, anyone who will look to Christ. Jew or Gentile! Anyone who will 
believe on the finished work of what His Son accomplished.   
 

 

__________________________________________                                     
16 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 9:26. 
 
17 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 9:23b. 
 
18 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 9:27. 
 
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:27-28. 
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Romans 9:29-30 
 

29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had been as 
Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha. 
 
30 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. 20 
 
     May we talk on that just for a moment. Because every single one of us, we knew a little bit 
about the Law, we had conscience and we had creation, and we were condemned. Jesus said 
that you will not believe on me that you might have life, you will not come unto me.21 
 
     Jesus even tells us that men loves darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. 
There was a point in your life when you no desire for God, you had no desire for 
righteousness, but bless God something got a hold of you that was greater than you. 
Something changed you, it wasn’t your will, it wasn’t your works; it was exactly what God 
did with Abraham. It was exactly what God did with Isaac and it was exactly what God did 
with Jacob and it is not just for the Jews only, but also for us Gentiles. 
 
     Now, we have righteousness, we have even righteousness by the law which by the law of 
faith. Yes, faith; and I asked you all a few Sundays ago, does your righteousness exceed that 
of the Scribes and of the Pharisees? If you are in Christ, you better believe it does. Because 
my righteousness is not my own. My righteousness has been imputed unto me by the Father 
and it is the Righteousness of the ‘Lamb of God’ slain from the foundation of the world.22  

 

     It is His Righteousness, for He is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens; and I did not attain that righteousness as a Gentile by my 
good works or by my good deeds. I attained this righteousness by the law of faith.  Faith, a 
simple trust and belief by the grace of God. ‘have attained to righteousness, even the 
righteousness which is of faith.’23 
 

__________________________________________                                     
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:29-30. 
 
21 NOTE: Jesus told the Pharisees: ‘37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have 
neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath 
sent, him ye believe not. 39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 41 I receive not honour from men. 42 But I know 
you, that ye have not the love of God in you. 43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. 44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and 
seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one 
that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he 
wrote of me. 47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?’ 21st Century King James Version, 
King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), John 5:37-47. 
 
22 NOTE: ‘And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.’  Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2000), Revelation 13:8. 
 
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:30d. 
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Romans 9:31a 
 

31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness,24 
 
      Wait a minute, all of our legalist today, let me tell you something Church. Oh, how I believe 
in grace. Oh, how I love grace, but with some there is an extreme side to grace. Now, there is, 
just hear me out. Because there are people that preach, grace and they want to preach that 
you can do anything that you want to do.  
 
     Now, oh, how I love the Sovereignty of God. How I love that God is Sovereign and that He 
has foreordained whatsoever shall come to pass. He is in complete control of all things. 
However, with some there is even an extreme side to the Sovereignty of God. As a matter of 
fact there are even some on that side that take grace to the extreme side and they will say all 
you have to do is just believe and you are under grace and you have nothing else to worry 
about. They will then condemn those that preach the Commandments of God, they will strike 
down at those that preach the imperatives of God. (We preach these not to be saved or stay 
saved, but because we are saved, Amen!). 
 
     Yet the Apostle Peter admonishes us as he writes, ‘be ye holy, for as I am holy,’ speaking 
of the Lord. It is not legalism, it is not the justification by the Law. Because man is not justified 
by deeds of the Law but by faith, Amen! Therefore, if he is justified by faith he will walk in 
God’s statutes and he will keep God’s Commandments, why because God said so! May we not 
go to either extreme. There is a fine line right in the middle. Am I under grace? Amen, I am 
under grace! But do I still have a responsibility? Amen, I still have a responsibility. Is God 
Sovereign and in complete control? Yes He is, and does that elevate me of my responsibility? 
No it does not. Am I justified by the Law? No I am not justified by the Law, because the Law 
was nailed to His cross. He took it out of the way, He separated it as far as the east is from 
the west. He fulfilled it, He has poured out upon a vessel, not an object. A vessel of mercy, His 
grace, His love, His changing power through His Spirit. Now I have a desire to walk in the law 
of righteousness because I am saved, not to be saved. 
 
     In other words, I am not trusting, and I hope that you are not either; I am not trusting in 
what I can do. My good deeds. My family, you know I come from pretty good stock. My daddy 
has been a preacher longer than I have been alive. However, that doesn’t matter, that doesn’t 
mean a thing. All of my good works and all of my good deeds, it is not my righteousness. It’s 
that righteousness by faith, and it is not even really my faith, but it is the object of my faith. 
‘Which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness.’25 
 
     Like many today, Israel still sought after this. They sought after this righteousness by the 
law and not through faith. They wanted it through deeds and works and law and not by faith. 
They are saying we are going to do, do, do and it will be done. No my friend I’m going to do, 
do, do because it has already been done.  

__________________________________________                                     
24 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:31a. 
 
25 Ibid., Romans 9:31b-c. 
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Romans 9:32 
 
32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith,26 
 
     How were they seeking it? They were seeking it exactly the same way Adam and Eve were 
seeking it and they were seeking it exactly like Cain was seeking it. They were all seeking it 
by the works of their own hands. They thought those garments of fig leaves sewn together 
was going to hide their nakedness. Then Cain sought it by the works of his own hands also, 
he brought his own works. No my friend, what God demands, God provides.  
 
     Seems like everyone wants to seek righteousness by something that they can do. 
Something that they can attain and measure. Because to the fallen man it makes perfect 
sense. We can see it, we can feel it, we can touch it, and we can experience it. People do not 
want righteousness by faith because one cannot see faith. ‘Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.’27 
 
Romans 9:32a-c 
 
32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.28 
 
     Now preacher, you’ve got to do, do, do! I’ve heard that until I’m blue, blue, blue, in the face. 
I do not have to do, do, do, but I want to do, do, do. Can you understand that, and there is a 
big difference. You say, now Brother Doug it really doesn’t matter. Yes it does my friend. You 
may ask why that is so important, because if you say and are believing that you have to do, 
do, do. Then what are you really trusting in?  
 
     If you are still trusting and clinging to your works, how can you be fully trusting in the 
finished work of Christ? That is why it matters! Therefore, let us not seek it by what we can 
do, but let us seek it by God’s grace through faith.  
 
Romans 9:32 
 
32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For 
they stumbled at that stumblingstone;29 
 
     The Apostle Paul is about to close the beautiful chapter on divine Sovereignty, and he is 
speaking about a stumbling stone. Paul is saying that our God has purposed all of this and 
God gives mercy and grace unto whom He wills and He hardens whom He wills. Also know 
this that it is not just for Israel only but it is for the Gentiles also. Furthermore, please do not 
try to attain this by the righteousness kept by the law but it is by the Law of Faith. For it is by 
the imputed Righteousness of who, of stumbling stone. 
__________________________________________                                     
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:32a-b. 
 
27 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Hebrews 11:1. 
 
28 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:32a-c. 
 
29 Ibid., Romans 9:32. 
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     Who is this stumbling stone? Jesus, He is a rock of offense; and not just for the Jews but for 
a lot of Gentiles also. Because what He wants is not what they want. He will and purpose is 
not what the lost man wants, this is why there is a necessity of a radical change, a new birth, 
a new creation in Christ. Once we are made a new, this stumbling stone and the rock of 
offence becomes our fortress, our shield, our haven of rest. 
 
Romans 9:33 
 
33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.30 
 
     Now in Christ, I’ve been made alive, I’m a lively stone.  
 
1 Peter 2:3-6 
 
3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 
 

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious, 
 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
 

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.31 
 
     Do you see what Peter is saying here? He that believes on Him shall not be confounded. 
Paul has closed Romans 9, with Who so ever believes on Him shall not be ashamed.  
 
     The Apostle Peter goes on to say in chapter two, ‘Unto you therefore which believe he is 
precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same 
is made the head of the corner,’32 
 
     Metaphorically speaking now, the Jews had a pile of stones. They was about to lay the 
corner stone of their temple for their religion. They picked that stone up which was Christ, 
the disallowed Him. They said we do not want that one and threw Him off to side. Then they 
picked another one up and they laid their cornerstone and begin to build their temple.  
 
     Then in time along came Jesus, He brings in His disciples and He brings in that stone 
(which is Himself) which the Jews rejected. Jesus pointing to that Rock (Himself, the Chief 
Cornerstone) says upon this Rock, I will build my Church and the gates of Hell will not prevail 
against it. What the Jews rejected, what the Jews disallowed become the Cornerstone (Christ) 
of the Church of the Living God.  
__________________________________________                                     
30 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:33. 
 
31 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), 1 Peter 2:3-6. 
 
32 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Peter 2:7. 
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1 Peter 2:8-10 
 
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light; 
 

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy.33 
 
     My friend it all boils down to the Sovereignty of God, ‘For he saith to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 
16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy.’34 

 
     Do you see my friend the great need for grace? Do you see the great need for a Saviour? 
Because my friend we are great sinners. 
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