
Giving Occasion to Blaspheme
Sunday, May 31, 2020

Mike Miller
Straight Paths Bible Church

2 Samuel 12:1-14  And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said
unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had
exceeding many flocks and herds: But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb,
which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his
children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was
unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take
of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him;
but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. And David's
anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the
man that hath done this thing shall surely die: And he shall restore the lamb fourfold,
because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. And Nathan said to David, Thou art
the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered
thee out of the hand of Saul; And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into
thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I
would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. Wherefore hast thou despised
the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with
the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the
children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because
thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith
the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy
wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in
the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and
before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan
said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because
by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the
child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.

I. God etched in stone forever, in graphic detail, the sins of one of his greatest servants.

A. Why would God do that?
B. Because God is completely honest and truthful.
C. He knows we must know the absolute truth about people, especially those who are

held in such high regard by God and men.
D. The sins of lesser characters usually remain more concealed than David’s did, but

God has made sure that David’s sins are well known forever. (v. 12)

For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.

E. God is not afraid of the truth, whether it reveals good or evil – it makes men free.
F. The fact that it causes his enemies to blaspheme Him is not enough reason for

God to conceal the sin of his servants – they will blaspheme God anyway.

II. Those who blaspheme God because of the sins of his servants identify themselves as the
enemies of God.

A. Therefore, it is not wise for men to conceal and cover the sins of others because
they fear the damage it would cause.
1. The revealing of the sins of God’s servants will only separate and identify

those who believe God and those who do not.



2. The enemies of God will blaspheme.
3. The friends of God will be humbled and hurt for God’s sake and for the

work of God that has been so maligned and weakened.
B. The sins of God servants have the opposite effect on people who love and trust

God.
C. They abhor the sin and are driven to a closer walk with God, and to walk more

circumspectly in this world.
D. They do not fault God for any man’s sin.
E. They stand in awe and fear of how such a catastrophe can happen in the life of

one who knows better and has lived for God for so many years.
F. They take heed lest they also fall.

III. The servants of God should give occasion to the enemies of God to acknowledge God
and to fear Him and be thankful to Him.

A. By their faithfulness to God and his cause.
B. By their good works toward men.
C. By their regard for the commandments of God.
D. The great accusation God brought against David through Nathan the prophet was

that he had despised the commandment of the Lord.

2 Samuel 12:9  Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in
his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy
wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

DESPISE, To contemn; to scorn; to disdain; to have the lowest opinion of. To abhor.
E. This is the malignity of sin, that it is making light of the divine law and the law-

giver; as if it, and Him, mattered not, as if it were a trifling thing, and as if the
threats of punishment were nothing to be concerned about.
1. This is exactly what God laid to David’s charge in this matter.

F. Despising the commandments of God is really the basic sin.
1. Selfishness is the root and despising the commandments is the sprout.

G. No one had written more honorably about the law of God than David, and yet he
despised it in this matter, just as an enemy of God would do.

H. God not only charged David with despising his commandments, but with
despising the Lord himself.

2 Samuel 12:10  Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou
hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.

I. You cannot despise the law without despising the law-giver.
J. Although it is hard for most people to understand, this is what pricked David’s

heart the most – that he had despised the One who had been so good and faithful
to him and the One whom he had loved for so long.

K. Thus, the first words of repentance from David’s lips were:

2 Samuel 12:13  And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD.

1. And just as fast as David said it came the reply from the prophet:

And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.

L. David knew he had sinned against Uriah, Eliam, Ahithopel, Bathsheba, not to
mention Joab, the soldiers that died with Uriah, and all the other people who were
already involved in this.
1. The faces of these people were what was before David’s mind and

conscience.



2. But he evidently had not considered what he had done to God.
M. So before he could be brought to repentance his view of his own sin had to be

expanded and magnified – not diminished or presented to him as something
separate from himself.
1. The load had to be made much heavier, rather than soothed with promises

of peace and forgiveness.
2. Those who preach the Gospel should mark this very important truth and

go and do likewise.
N. This is godly sorrow that worketh repentance, not sorrow that the world gives.

2 Corinthians 7:10  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

1. Sorrow for how we have despised God and his commandments, which is
far more sinful that what we have done to other people.

O. Like the prodigal, David came to himself here, and after months of being away
from God’s presence and fellowship, we see the David we knew before come
home again.

Psalm 51:1-4  To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto
him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy
lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my
transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I
acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have
I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest,
and be clear when thou judgest.

P. God has just pronounced a lifetime of woe upon David and his house because of
this sin, but David accepts the reality and owns his sin and its consequences.
1. He does not fault God, or blame God, or expect anything from God, and

only hopes in his mercy.
Q. Knowing and understanding what took place right here will make the rest of

David’s life much more clear to us.
R. David was truly a broken man from here on out.
S. He was forever humbled and realized he deserved nothing and that all he hd or

ever would have was simply by the mercy and grace of God.


