
Luke 18:31-19:10 

We come today to 3 separate incidents in Luke’s gospel. 

 1.  A conversation with his disciples 
 2.  An encounter with a blind man 
 3.  The story of Zacchaeus  

They all have one thing in common:  all three encounters involve some sort of blindness. 

 1.  The good news is that Jesus came for the blind!  
 2.  Luke 4:14-19  And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him 
spread through all the surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was 
praised by all.  16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He 
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, 18 “THE SPIRIT OF 
THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.  
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO 
THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE 
YEAR OF THE LORD.” 

Jesus came to give sight to the blind and in this text we see three different types of blindness. 

 1.  The gospel blindness of the disciples 
 2.  The physical blindness of a blind man 
 3.  The spiritual blindness of a short man 

READ 

We see three different types of blindness. 

1.  Gospel Blindness v31-34 

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things 
which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be 
handed over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, 33 and after they have 
scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.” 34 But the disciples understood 
none of these things, and the meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and they did not 
comprehend the things that were said.  

How could the disciples miss this? 

 1.  They have had the prophets all their lives!  And Jesus makes it clear, the gospel is foretold by  
      the prophets…some sources say more than 350 prophecies about Jesus in the OT. 

 2.  Furthermore, Jesus had tried to lay the foundation of the gospel in the hearts and minds of his  
      disciples already. 

  a.  Mark 8:31  And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 

  b.  Mark 9:30-31  From there they went out and began to go through Galilee, and He did 
not want anyone to know about it. 31 For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, “The Son of 



Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will 
rise three days later.” 

 3.  How could they miss the gospel when it was right in their face? 

Luke tells us:  “the meaning of the statement was hidden from them and they did not comprehend it.” 

 1.  They were gospel blind 

 2.  We are all now, or have been, gospel blind as well.  It takes a miracle for us to have our sight! 

 3.  Acts 26:16-18  But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to 
appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in 
which I will appear to you; 17 rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am 
sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of 
Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been 
sanctified by faith in Me.’  

 4.  1 Peter 2:9  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light 

Until the Light of the World opens your gospel blind eyes you will not be able to see your sinful state and 
the glorious hope of the gospel. 

2.  Physical Blindness v35-43 

35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road begging. 36 Now hearing a 
crowd going by, he began to inquire what this was. 37 They told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing 
by. 38 And he called out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 Those who led the way 
were sternly telling him to be quiet; but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 40 And Jesus stopped and commanded that he be brought to Him; and when he came near, He 
questioned him, 41 “What do you want Me to do for you?” And he said, “Lord, I want to regain my 
sight!” 42 And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43 Immediately he 
regained his sight and began following Him, glorifying God; and when all the people saw it, they gave 
praise to God. 

It seems quite normal for Jesus to heal the blind to us. 

 1.  We miss something however because we don’t realize some of the nuances of this culture. 

 2.  In the minds of the Jews, if you're blind and you're a beggar, it's because you're sinful and God 
      is judging you.  

  a.  It is no wonder the crowds are trying to shut him up. 
  b.  Blind beggars were assumed to be sinful and under the discipline of God and therefore  
         they were treated as outcasts. 

 3.  Yet, Jesus stops for this man…he commands them to bring him forward…and he heals him 



Jesus was known for healing the blind! 

 1.  John 10:19-21  A division occurred again among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of 
them were saying, “He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?” 21 Others were saying, 
“These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes of the blind, can he?” 

 2.  Is it any wonder that those in John 10 would recognize him as a healer of blindness? 

 3.  John 9 

3.  Spiritual Blindness v1-10 

He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he 
was a chief tax collector and he was rich. 

No wonder he was rich! 

 1.  He was rich partly because he had a job and Rome compensated him for it 

 2.  But also rich on an illegitimate basis because he extorted and robbed in every way that he  
      could to get whatever money he wanted out of people 

Zaccheus may have ben rich, but he was not popular. 

 1.  Zaccheus had purchased a Roman tax franchise that is aiding and abetting the occupying,  
      idolatrous, pagan enemy and extorted money from his own people.  He is a traitor of all  
      traitors.   

 2.  He is not welcome in the synagogue, he can't interact with his countrymen. He can't go into  
      the home of a self-respecting Jew.  No self-respecting Jew would ever enter into his house.  

 3.  Below the beggars and below the blind were the tax collectors.  

3 Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in 
stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about 
to pass through that way. 

 1.  Zaccheus probably thought maybe he could get up there and kind of hide and look between the  
      branches and not be seen.  

 2.  As Adam and Eve hid themselves in the bushes and covered their nakedness and  
      shame with fig leaves, Zacchaeus hid himself as well. 
   
 3. And just like he did with Adam and Eve, Jess comes looking for him in his hiding. 

5 When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for 
today I must stay at your house.”  

 1.  Zacchaeus had never met Jesus as far as we know!  He’s wanting to catch a first glimpse of  
      him now. 

 2.  And Jesus knew where he was at, made eye contact with him, and called him by name! 

 3.  Then he invited himself into, of all places, Zaccheus’ house!  He said, ‘Hurry and come down,  



      for today I must stay at your house.’ 

 4.  It was as if he came to Jericho just for Zacchaeus…you are the man and this is your day.   

6 And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly. 7 When they saw it, they all began to grumble, 
saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, 
“Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 
I will give back four times as much.” 

 1.  Wow, something dramatic has just happened.  

 2.  You’ve got a man who spent his whole life taking who now wants to give.   

 3.  What has happened?  Jesus tells us! 

9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 

 1.  Salvation has come!  Did Zaccheus find salvation by paying reparations to those individual he  
      he had personally defrauded?  Absolutely not! 

 2. But his sudden shift in his view of money gave evidence that something dramatic had occurred.  
   
 3.  Remember, “It is not a shift in spending that changes your eternity. It is a shift in  
      eternity that changes your spending.” 

 4.  Jesus knows when salvation has come!  And Zaccheus is making it evident to all. 

Conclusion:  Blind men get lost…Well…Jesus has come to seek and to save the lost. 

v10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

 1.  Maybe you are gospel blind this morning like the disciples and you need a touch from Jesus. 
   
  a.  You have never seen or understood the gospel 
  b.  You have heard the gospel message over and over and over and yet you just don’t get  
       it? 
  c.  Maybe you have understood it to an extent, tried to respond in some way, and even  
       had a measure of an experience with Christ…but you know something is missing. 

   1.  This could be the case with a lot of church people. They have been given a  
        measure of sight, but have yet to really, fully see! 

   2.  Mark 8:22-26  And they came to Bethsaida. And they brought a blind man to 
Jesus and implored Him to touch him. 23 Taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him out of the 
village; and after spitting on his eyes and laying His hands on him, He asked him, “Do you see 
anything?” 24 And he looked up and said, “I see men, for I see them like trees, walking around.” 25 Then 
again He laid His hands on his eyes; and he looked intently and was restored, and began to see 
everything clearly. 26 And He sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.”  

   3.  Is your vision cloudy?  You see men like trees?  Oh that God would give you  
        your sight fully today! 

If you need a touch from Jesus this morning…or even a second touch…He heals gospel blindness. 



 2.  Maybe you are physically blind…and you wonder why has Jesus not healed me physically? 

  a.  Jesus doesn’t always heal blindness…sometimes he causes it. 

   1.  Paul went from 20/20 vision to blind to poor eyesight…but the things of this  
         world were what went dim…not His face!  Jesus’ face had been burned into  
        his mind’s eye! 

   2.  Sometimes it is blindness that brings about true sight. 

   3.  If I had a choice, I would still choose to remain blind…for when I die, the first 
face I will ever see will be the face of my blessed Savior.  Fanny Crosby. 

  b.  Could it be that he wants His fact to be the first you see? 
  c.  Could it be that he has positioned you in a place where the things of this earth are truly  
          dim in the light of his glory and grace? 

 3.  Maybe you are spiritually blind…a Zaccheus sitting in the trees here today and you're curious  
     enough to be here and you're looking through the leaves at Jesus…maybe you have been hiding  
     your sin and your shame. 

  a.  I pray that you have caught a glimpse of him 
  b.  I pray that He looks your way, calls your name, and brings salvation to your house  
       today. 

Invite to respond. 


