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I'm tired just listening. 

Let's pray. 

Heavenly Father, thank you so much not just for the incredible musical ability that we 
just heard but, God, the fact that the lines of those songs, Lord, came straight from 
Scripture. Lord, you've made us a promise that the day is coming that the trump is going 
to sound, that you're going to shout with the voice of the archangel and that which is 
corruptible will put on incorruption, that is mortal will put on immortality and, Lord, you
promised us that you would place upon us that robe and those crowns. God, today as we 
study your word, Lord, may we be prepared for, may we be instructed by your Holy 
Spirit for that day when you come for us. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Tonight, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of Matthew 4, but I 
also want to encourage you to turn to chapter 24 as well. For those of you that may be 
new to us on Sunday evenings, whether here in person or online, we are continuing what 
is probably going to be a very lengthy study through the gospel of Matthew, but let me 
remind you why we're doing this. It's not just simply to walk through one of the 
respective gospels, I am convinced, and hopefully you will be as we continue this study,  
that the more that you learn about the gospel of Matthew, the more you actually learn 
about the totality of scripture. The book of Matthew is very strategically placed not just 
as the first book of the New Testament, but one of the things that we're going to see 
tonight in particular is it makes so many connections drawing from the. Old Testament 
showing us that Jesus Christ is the King that the Israelites and the Jewish people had been
anticipating, had been waiting, had been praying for, for not just years or centuries, but 
literally millennia. And so tonight, as we come to chapter 4 of the book of Matthew, we 
actually are beginning the ministry of the King. Up until this point we have had the 
prophecies of his coming, we've had the famous Christmas story from the perspective of 
Matthew, we've had the magi etc, but beginning in verse 12 of chapter 4, it is the actual 
beginning of his earthly ministry according to the gospel of Matthew. Next week when 
we gather, we will go into chapter 5, which begins probably the most famous sermon that
Jesus ever preached, what we know as the Sermon on the Mount. 
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But tonight, beginning in verse 12 of Matthew 4, it says,

12 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed 
into Galilee; 13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14
That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the 
sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16 The people which sat in 
darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow 
of death light is sprung up. 17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and 
to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 18 And Jesus, 
walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 19 
And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 
20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 21 And going 
on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; 
and he called them. 22 And they immediately left the ship and their father,
and followed him. 23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 24 And 
his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick 
people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which 
were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that 
had the palsy; and he healed them. 25 And there followed him great 
multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 
Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 

Here at the end of what we know as chapter 4 of the gospel of Matthew is those 
beginning days of what we know as the earthly ministry. Of Jesus Christ, and tonight 
what I want to walk through is kind of a bridge message. This is that bridge between what
we know as his temptation and his baptism, those early days of ministry, until what we 
know as that famous sermon known as the Sermon on the Mount. 

The first thing I want to address tonight, though, is very specific to the book of Matthew 
is the issue or the clarification between chronology and subject matter. What we know as 
the gospel of Matthew is presenting Jesus Christ very specifically as the King of Israel, 
the one who would come one day and rule over the people of God, and the totality of the 
creation of God. Why is this important? Because it is the gospel of Luket hat actually 
begins by saying that the purpose was to give a chronology, the purpose was to give an 
account of that which Jesus began both to do until the time in which he was caught up. In 
fact, if you'll compare what we know as Matthew 4:12 with Acts 1, you'll see the 
difference because the Lord used the same human instrument to give us the book of Acts 
as he did the gospel of Luke.
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If you want to see a very clear example of subject versus chronology, all we have to do is 
look at the temptation of Jesus Christ as we studied just a few weeks ago in chapter 4. We
know there were three very specific temptations of which the devil presented Jesus, but in
the gospel of Luke temptations two and three are actually in a different order. The gospel 
of Matthew puts it in a strategic order, but not a chronological order, and that's important 
for understanding the gospel of Matthew. At no point does the Lord communicate that 
Matthew is written in a sense to we're going to go with the first event, then the second 
event, then the third and the 4th, etc. The gospel of Luke honestly, is our best guide that 
we have for a chronology of the life and the ministry of Jesus Christ.

So what is the subject matter? What is that other than him being the King of Israel that is 
most presented? Look in verse 14 of Matthew 4, "that it might be fulfilled." That is the 
statement that just resonates through the gospel of Matthew. In fact, if you want to know 
the quantity, 68 times in 28 chapters we have the phrase "that it might be fulfilled." What 
are we doing or what are we seeing here? This is the Old Testament prophecies. These 
are the the ancient words that are being fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, 
and so when we approach the gospel of Matthew, it really serves that strategic position, 
not only as the first book of the New Testament, but really bridging the totality of the Old
Testament into the New Testament, so thus by studying the book of Matthew, what 
actually happens is we learn the totality of scripture by simply walking through this very 
specific book. Sixty-eight references in 28 chapters to the Old Testament being fulfilled 
as far as the quality is concerned, you will notice here in this passage that Jesus Christ 
makes or makes it very clear beginning in verse 14, that there was a specific prophecy as 
spoken by the prophet, and you go back and you discover that's actually a statement from 
Isaiah 42, as well as chapter 9. So therefore every time we see this phrase, every time we 
see it mentioned, we're able to actually go back in the Old Testament and see what the 
prophets of old were proclaiming and how Jesus Christ was fulfilling. 

Now those are just introductory matters. The three main concepts of the passage that we 
read tonight is the message of the King, the disciples of the King, and the impact that he 
would have. Let's begin with his message. Notice verse 17. It says from that time Jesus 
began to preach and to say, "Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Now I'm 
going to take just a moment to pause on that which we've learned in weeks previous. The 
Bible is very clear that it speaks of a kingdom of heaven, and it speaks of a kingdom of 
God. Outside of Matthew 6:33, what we know as the gospel of Matthew specifically  
addresses what we know as the kingdom of heaven. The other gospels talk about the 
kingdom of God and I think unfortunately we fall into this trap of taking these concepts 
or these phrases that use different words, and we put them together and try to make them 
synonymous when they're actually very different concepts and aspects. If you do not 
believe me, wait till we get to chapter 13. What we know as the kingdom of God, Jesus 
said in Matthew 633, "Seek the kingdom of God and all these things will be added unto 
you." God according to John 4:24 is spirit, we worship him in spirit and truth. The 
kingdom of God is a description of our relationship with the Lord, the kingdom of heaven
is the one day reign of the Lord on the earth. It's very important, according to 2 Timothy 
2 that we rightly divide these concepts because if we mix them up, then we send a very 
mixed message, either A) about salvation or B) about the reign of Christ. In the book of 
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Matthew, Jesus Christ very specifically says that he has come to preach the kingdom of 
heaven. In fact, I want you to fast forward to verse 23, it says, "And Jesus went about all 
of Galilee teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom." Now 
in context here, what is the gospel of the kingdom? It's the kingdom of heaven. The word 
"gospel" simply means "good news." You take these two phrases together and basically 
what Jesus Christ is saying is, "Here's the good news, that one day I'm going to reign over
all of creation." 

Now let's pull back for just a moment, the gospel of Mark begins with, "The beginning of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham." The word "gospel"  
simply just means "good news." It has to be qualified by that which follows it according 
to to the context and to the syntax of the statement. Why is that so critical? Jesus Christ 
said, "I have come to preach the kingdom of heaven," in the gospel. Matthew; it is 
referred to as the gospel of the kingdom. I want you to fast forward over to chapter 24 for
just a moment. I want to share with you one of the most misused, misunderstood, and 
misapplied verses in all of your Bible. Matthew 24 and when we get to this section of the 
gospel of Matthew, we will be there for quite some time and it's one of the definitive 
passages in the field of study known as eschatology or end time studies. When we think 
of the book of Revelation, we can't study revelation without Matthew 24. And there Jesus
Christ on the Mount of Olives, Peter, James, John and. Andrew is asked to answer two 
very strategic questions: when shall these things be, the temple being torn down? What 
shall be the sign of your coming? There in Matthew 24, he begins to warn them there will
be false prophets, there will be those that rise up, they speak evil, they will be famines 
and wars, etc. I want you to look in verse 14 and I want you to hear what Jesus Christ 
says, "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations, and then the end shall come." 

Now we're going to spend a whole lot of time on verse 14 of chapter 24 when we get 
there sometime from now, but one of the reasons that I personally struggle with that verse
so much is because in the evangelical world it has been utilized, it has been hijacked as a 
means of raising money for missions; that if we tell the gospel and we share the gospel 
more, then Jesus can come back. Well, what we just read says, "And the gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached." Matthew 4, what did Jesus say the gospel of the kingdom 
was? His reign, not our opportunity to be saved. Matthew 24:14 has nothing to do with 
people hearing the gospel, and once everybody's heard the gospel, then Jesus can part the 
skies. It's not about the opportunity to be saved, the gospel of the kingdom is the time in 
which the Lord has laid out where he will one day come and he will reign over the 
creative order. 

And so again, here at the very beginning of his ministry in the gospel of Matthew, he 
says, I'm going to lay out all the Old Testament prophecies, the fulfillment, and how they 
apply to his reign and not just our relationship with him. As far as confirmation is 
concerned, notice in verse 23 and 24, it says, "Jesus went about all of Galilee teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, healing all manner of sickness 
and all manner of disease among the people. His fame went throughout all Syria. They 
brought unto him sick people that were taken with diverse diseases and torments and 
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those which were possessed with devils and those which were lunatic and those which 
had the palsy, and he healed them." You notice that every action that Jesus took in those 
two verses was a physical action, changing a physical reality, addressing a physical need. 
Now when it comes to our salvation, when it comes to our relationship with the Lord, you
can get saved and still be sick. You can be saved and still be poor. You can be saved and 
still be hurting. You can be saved and still be broken-hearted. Jesus, in those passages, 
you understand, I'm grateful that he healed, I'm grateful that he delivered, but nothing in 
those two verses determined anybody's eternity. All it did was change their physical 
condition. Why is that critical? Why is that important? In 1 Corinthians 1:22, it speaks of 
the difference between how the Jews see Jesus and how us Gentiles primarily do. It says 
there that the Gentiles, the Greeks, they seek wisdom. "We need an explanation, 
philosophy, understanding, rationalize this for me." What does it say about the Jews? 
"They require a sign." Everywhere Jesus went, people asked him to do something to 
demonstrate his power, show beyond a shadow of a doubt that he truly was the physical 
display of the Old Testament prophecies. 

So when Jesus Christ in Matthew says he's come to preach the kingdom of heaven, he is 
declaring all these Old Testament prophecies are being fulfilled in him, that he is the 
rightful ruler and owner of the creative order, and in the gospel of Matthew more than the
other gospels, we see him physically able to alter peoples lives, whether it be sickness, 
disease, etc., as a sign to the Jewish people that he was not only the author, the sustainer, 
the fixer, and one day the ruler of the creative order. His message in the book of Matthew
will be the message of a King preparing to inherit his physical earthly kingdom. 

So what about his disciples? It's interesting here in Matthew 4 that we have the calling 
out of those ones who would follow him for 3 1/2 years, they would walk where he 
walked, they would administer where he would minister, they would speak and talk and 
and dialogue and such. I want you to notice there's two very interesting characteristics 
about the men that he called to follow him. In verse 18, it says that he "saw Simon called 
Peter and Andrew, they were casting their net into the sea, for they were fishers." I want 
to get real practical for just a moment. You never see Jesus Christ call anybody to follow 
him who's doing nothing. How many times do we just sit by the wayside of life and say, 
"I'm just waiting for God to call me"? These men were doing something. They were 
casting their nets. Little did they know that Jesus was looking for fishers of men. 

The second thing I want you to notice is in verse 21, it says, "going out from thence he 
saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John, his brother in a  ship there 
with their father Zebedee mending their nets." Now, that may not seem like much to you, 
but Jesus Christ noticed something about these men that I want you to notice and 
hopefully learn about yourself. Not only were they about doing something when Jesus 
called them, but they were preparing to do it again tomorrow. You realize you can't fish 
with a broken net. They were mending their nets, and what was Jesus able to see? He was
able to see that these men were diligent, they were dedicated and they were willing to 
spend extra time at the end of the day to make sure that they could fish successfully the 
following day. I think when we talk about the famous 12 disciples, I don't think we give 

Page 5 of 10



enough time and attention to these qualities of their life, that they were going about life, 
they were doing something and they were preparing for the next day to "do it again."

Jesus called first those who were about their business and were wanting to do it as good if
not better the next day, because you think about the journey, you think about all the 
negativity that was expressed, the questions that were offered, the persecution both verbal
and physical, that these men would endure. Jesus Christ needed those men around him 
that were going to stick it out. Now we know that when we get to the crucifixion week, 
things went sideways but up until that point these men were casting and mending nets for 
3 1/2 years. 

They, interestingly, had something in common. What we see here, at least in the gospel 
of Matthew, is the calling of the first disciples, that Simon, Peter and Andrew, they were 
brothers, that James and John of Zebedee, they were brothers, and then there was Phillip 
and Nathaniel. They're not specifically mentioned here in Matthew, but I wanted to 
reference them per the gospel of John 1, because as you do a study of these two men and 
where they lived in Bethsaida, it was a fishing town. And just like we know that Andrew 
came and got Simon, Peter,  etc, we see the same happen with Phillip and Nathaniel as 
well. We discover that more likely than not these two men though not related like the 
Zebedee brothers or Andrew and Simon Peter, that they were fishing buddies, most likely
could have worked for the same company or maybe at least within the same profession. 
They knew each other on that level. Not only did Jesus call men who were casting their 
nets and mending their nets, he called those that were willing to call others to come 
alongside. They didn't come solo, so to speak. We see a record of them coming alongside 
of somebody who they were either related to and/or worked with or lived life alongside 
of. 

And then finally, there's their calling. It's a simple phrase, we've heard it 1,000 times if 
you've been in church services, Jesus said, "Come, follow me." Has it ever struck you 
odd that two men who essentially with their dad owned their own fishing business, just 
dropped at that statement? That Matthew, whom we know as the tax collector who made 
a pretty good sum of money doing what he was doing, when Jesus said, "Come, follow 
me," dropped everything and went. In fact, every person that we see Jesus call as one of 
his disciples, that inner group, so to speak, the only thing he told them was, "Come,  
follow me." 

Now, that phrase is important and I want to unpack it tonight because that's what he used 
here. In Jewish days, particularly in Jesus' day, these young men would grow up in an 
environment very different than ours today, in fact, we're familiar with what a bar 
mitzvah is. It's a celebration that took place the last day of a young man's,12th year, 
essentially the night before they turned 13 years of age, and one aspect of the bar mitzvah
was the pledge-ship or the betrothing to one's future wife, that's another message for 
another time, but the other part of the equation was it was at one's bar mitzvah that one 
was called out and selected for their future profession. What we know as formalized 
education came to an end at a bar mitzvah, and so therefore, if you had been selected to 
or summonsed to go into the plumbing industry, it would be at the bar mitzvah that a 
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local plumber or company would come and basically make you a job offer that you 
would begin the next day as an apprentice who would learn the trade and eventually be 
able to be a plumber on one's own. Plumbing, accounting, it didn't matter what the field 
was, by the time somebody turned 13 they basically had the road paved for a specific 
occupation, trade and/or skill. You say, "What does that have to do with this?" Because 
every young man 2,000 years ago, every one of them wanted to be a rabbi. Why? 
Number one, they're Jewish. That is the epitome of the Jewish faith, and that is the 
individual who represents the Jewish people, who prays on behalf of the people of God 
and represents the presence of God in their presence. That's a spiritual perspective. Can 
we talk about from an earthly perspective? The rabbis, think the Pharisees. They had a 
pretty good life. Their income was pretty well-known. Their reputations were stellar 
within the community. They had a network of influencers around them. Basically being 
an apprentice to a rabbi was a means or a pathway to one day earthly physical success. 
The rabbis of Jesus' day had a statement that they would use at a bar mitzvah. They 
would come to a young man and say, "Come, follow me." That was the statement. It 
literally means to walk in the dust of another. You think about it for a moment, whether 
you're an apprentice to a plumber or an accountant, sure there are skills and such to learn,
but how do you learn being a rabbi? You just simply have to be there. You have to 
observe. You have to watch. You have to be a part of things. So they didn't say, Come 
and be my apprentice." They didn't say, "Come, learn from me." They said, "Come, 
follow me." 

Why is that important to these individuals? I want you think about James and John and 
Andrew and Simon, Peter and Nathaniel and all these men as we learn about them in the 
gospels, the dedication that they showed, the passion that they showed. I know they 
struggled at times but these were the young men that dreamed of having somebody say, 
"Come, follow me," and they never heard it. You know, one of the movies that my wife 
and I appreciate, and forgive me for appreciating it, there's a movie made years ago called
"The Replacements." It's a movie about football. It's a movie about these wealthy, spoiled
athletes who decide to go on strike and the replacement players come and fill their spot 
for four weeks. It's just a movie my wife and I have loved for years, the humor and such, 
but there's a line at the end of that movie that resonates with every single one of us in 
your respective interests: every athlete dreams of a second chance. Now, whatever your 
hobby is, whatever your interest is, if the days have gone by where you could be active in
it, don't you wish for a second chance? Wouldn't you hope at some level? That's why we 
have these athletic events where all these Hall of Fame players come back and try to play 
ball, because they wish they could get on the field again. 

Now do you understand why these guys dropped everything they had? Somebody finally 
made the statement to them that they wish had been made 20 years before, "Come, follow
me." Sure. He was a rogue rabbi from Nazareth, but nonetheless, he had the position, he 
had the persona of that which they had always wanted to hear and never had. Do you find
it interesting that there's no record in the gospels that Mr. Zebedee got upset? Why? 
Because that's what he wanted for his boys all along. There's no record any of their 
family got upset with what happened because this is what they had hoped for. This is 
what they had dreamed. You have these men who are casting, mending their nets, all 
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connected to each other, all being summonsed to walk in the dust of Jesus Christ. Little 
did they know what would befall them. 

And finally, here in this passage we have the impact of the King. It says here, "And there 
followed him a great multitude." Now beginning in chapter 5, we're going to be at the 
Sermon on the Mount, and from this point on, rarely, if ever, are the crowds going to be 
small. And it's interesting here in just a few verses at the end of chapter 4, we have this 
rogue rabbi from Nazareth who spent 40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness being 
tempted, who's baptized by John in the Jordan River, he's got a small group of men 
around him, and by the time you get to chapter 5, the multitudes are there. According to 
the Bible, it says there were great multitudes. We don't have all the specific numbers, but 
did you know that the only miracle that is in all four gospels is the miracle of the feeding 
of the 5,000? And last time I checked, it wasn't just 5,000, that was just the number of 
men according to scripture; those men had wives and they had children, they might have 
had extended family that were with them, in fact, by best guesstimate there were easily 
15 to 20,000 people that would have been there when Jesus, in fact, it says there that he 
sat them by companies in order to distribute the food. By the time we get to chapter 5, the
numbers of those that will be observing, hearing, watching will be massive in number. 
Gone are the days of just a small conversation at night with Nicodemus on the rooftop. 

It says specifically here in verse 25 that he ministered in Decapolis. It may not seem 
significant to you, except for the fact that the decapolis means 10 cities. That's a large 
region, that's an area, so to speak. In fact, one of the most famous individuals from the 
Decapolis region was the lunatic, the demoniac of Mark 5. Remember the man that when 
Jesus delivers him, all the demons go into the pigs and they die in the water? And he 
begged Jesus, he said, "Please, Jesus, let me go with you." Remember what Jesus said? 
"Nope. Go back home and tell them what happened." His home was Decapolis, 10 cities. 
The next time that Jesus comes through Decapolis after Mark 5, guess who shows up? 
That man with almost everybody from 10 towns. 

So not only do you have large groups of people, you have massive areas in Jesus' day that
are beginning to hear and observe that which he is proclaiming and preaching. And notice
here in this passage in verse 25, it speaks about the fact that he is in Galilee, Decapolis 
Jerusalem, Judea. I find it intriguing that if you lay that out geographically, Galilee was to
the North, Jerusalem to the South, Jordan to the East, and Judea to the West. It wasn't just
one specific region. It wasn't just one specific group. It says that they came from 
everywhere. 

I want to close tonight with a statement that is made in verse 24. It says "and his fame 
went throughout all of Syria." That's an interesting statement because up to this point, the 
only thing chronologically that Jesus Christ has done in his earthly ministry is he's turned 
water into wine at a wedding, he's overturned some tables in Jerusalem, he's been 
baptized of John in the Jordan, and called 12 men to follow him. That's pretty much it. 
Now don't get me wrong, turning water into wine, that's pretty significant. Overturning 
the tables and living to tell about it, it's pretty significant. But these 12 men weren't real 
significant characters. They weren't well-known like the Pharisees were. 
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But his fame went through all the area. I find it fascinating that it says that from the North
and from the South and from the East and from the West, everybody was coming before 
he ever preached the Sermon on the Mount. Everybody was coming before he ever 
walked on water. Everybody was coming before he multiplied the food. Why did they 
come? Well, the only thing we have here in chapter 4 is because he preached the 
kingdom of heaven. I believe the "why" is this: deep down inside, no matter how much 
we learn, no matter how much innovation we're exposed to, no matter how much 
technology we can get our hands on, no matter how much progress we feel as if we make,
every single one of us knows that this place is broken and so are we. And what do we do 
consistently, doesn't matter what culture we're from, it doesn't matter what our 
background is? We always invest our time and our energy in those who promise that they
can fix things. That is why humanity in every culture is fascinated with those that are in 
power and in politics, because they promise they can take what is broken and they can fix
it. When Jesus Christ said "the kingdom of heaven is at hand," he was saying that he 
could fix this broken creation, and if you want proof, those that were sick of diseases, he 
healed them. According to this passage, those that were lunatic, he straightened them. 
Those that were struggling were delivered. 

The reason his fame went all throughout is because for the first time, and can I state the 
only time in human history, the one who spoke in the creative order, the one who can fix 
the creative order, was actually walking among his creation. His fame went out because 
of a message that declared that this broken world he was qualified to fix. In our world 
today, tens and hundreds of thousands of people show up to hear people who promise to 
fix our problems, do they not? Leaders become tyrants because they proclaim they can 
fix our problems. They came from the North, the South, the East and the West, because 
Jesus claimed he could fix their problems. The difference was that Jesus actually made 
good on his promise.

Let's pray with their heads about our eyes close. Tonight as we prepare for our time of 
response, you and I live in a broken world, you and I live in a world that has been filled 
with empty promises by powerful and not so powerful people. Tonight, we have the 
opportunity to respond to the one who's the only one qualified to fix it. Now, according to
scripture, he is able to save our soul, he's able to heal our soul, he's able to forgive our 
sin, but the Bible also says that we're to go boldly before his throne of grace. Maybe 
tonight is that night where, as we were challenged this morning, we look at the things 
which are impossible that he can make possible, the things which are immovable that he 
is able to move, maybe tonight's that night where you call on the name of the word, 
maybe tonight's that night where you ask him to save  you, but maybe tonight's the night 
that as a child of God, a son of God, a daughter of God, tonight's the night that as we 
enter this time a response we realize the one who spoke into creation, who sustains  
creation that one day will reign over the creation, that he is fully capable of addressing 
every struggle, issue and problem. He proclaimed it, he healed, he delivered, and he can 
do the same in our lives as well tonight.
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Lord Jesus, as we come to this time of response, Lord, we confess that we're real quick to
claim that there's nothing you cannot do, we're quick to announce that you can do and  
accomplish everything but, God, we confess there are moments, quiet moments in our life
that we're frustrated and we wonder if you hear our prayers and we question if you have 
the ability to fix that which we cannot do. God, tonight, help our unbelief. We've trusted 
you with our soul now may we trust you with the rest of our life. It is in the name of Jesus
Christ, we pray. Amen.
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