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[. Paul’s Exclamation Point (v11)
A. Paul’s eye disease.

Galatians 4:13 You know it was because of a
bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you
at first,

2 Corinthians 12:7 So to keep me from becoming
conceited because of the surpassing greatness of
the revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep
me from becoming conceited.

B. Common way to end a letter.

1 Corinthians 16:21 I, Paul, write this greeting
with my own hand.

Colossians 4:18 I, Paul, write this greeting with
my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be
with you.

2 Thessalonians 3:17 [, Paul, write this greeting
with my own hand. This is the sign of
genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the way
[ write.

C. Special emphasis.

2 Corinthians 1:17-20 Was I vacillating when I
wanted to do this? Do | make my plans according
to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no”
at the same time? 18 As surely as God is faithful,
our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we
proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy
and [, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always
Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes
in him. That is why it is through him that we
utter our Amen to God for his glory.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 And I, when [ came to you,
brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2

For I decided to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with
you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,
4 and my speech and my message were not in
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God.

[I. The Vanity of Outward Religion (v12 & 13)
A. Religious arrogance.

Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.

Matthew 5:20 For I tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.

Matthew 6:1 “Beware of practicing your
righteousness before other people in order to be
seen by them, for then you will have no reward
from your Father who is in heaven.

Colossians 2:8 See to it that no one takes you
captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the
elemental spirits of the world, and not according
to Christ.

Matthew 23:15 Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea
and land to make a single proselyte, and when he
becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as
much a child of hell as yourselves.

B. Inner weakness.

2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
Philippians 3:18 & 19 For many, of whom I have
often told you and now tell you even with tears,



walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their
end is destruction, their god is their belly, and
they glory in their shame, with minds set on
earthly things.

Luke 9:57-62 As they were going along the road,
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To
another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord,
let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus
said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own
dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will
follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to
those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is
fit for the kingdom of God.”

Matthew 10:38 & 39 And whoever does not take
his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it.

C. Ultimate hypocrisy.

Matthew 23:2-4 “The scribes and the Pharisees
sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so do and observe whatever
they tell you, but not the works they do. For they
preach, but do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s
shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to
move them with their finger.

[II. Boasting In the Cross (v14-16)
A. The cross.

1 Peter 1:19 & 20 but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or
spot. 20 He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest
in the last times for the sake of you

Colossians 2:9 For in him the whole fullness of
deity dwells bodily,

Hebrews 2:14 & 15 Since therefore the children
share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise
partook of the same things, that through death
he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those
who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong slavery.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

1]John 3:5 You know that he appeared in order
to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.
Colossians 1:20 and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross.

Romans 8:3 For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,

John 3:14 & 15 And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life.

John 12:32 & 33 And I, when [ am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He
said this to show by what kind of death he was
going to die.

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for
it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged
on a tree”—

1]John 2:1 & 2 My little children, I am writing
these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only
but also for the sins of the whole world.

Romans 5:6-9 For while we were still weak, at
the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would
dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall we be
saved by him from the wrath of God.

1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

B. Freedom from bondage.

1]John 5:4 & 5 For everyone who has been born
of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith.
5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?



Colossians 3:1-3 If then you have been raised
with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2
Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God.

C. What matters most.

John 3:3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”

John 3:6-8 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes,
and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.

D. The way of truth.

2 Corinthians 5:14 & 15 For the love of Christ
controls us, because we have concluded this: that
one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15
and he died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for
their sake died and was raised.

John 8:31 & 32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had
believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Galatians 3:29 And if you are Christ’s, then you
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
promise.

[V. Paul’s Marks and Remarks (v17 & 18)
A. The cost of discipleship.

Luke 9:23 & 24 And he said to all, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.
Acts 14:19 But Jews came from Antioch and
Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city,
supposing that he was dead.

B. The reward of faithfulness.

James 4:6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it
says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to
the humble.”

2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace
is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore [ will boast all
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me.

Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God,
Revelation 3:14 “And to the angel of the church
in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s
creation.

Revelation 1:17 & 18 When I saw him, I fell at his
feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on
me, saying, “Fear not, [ am the first and the last,
18 and the living one. I died, and behold [ am
alive forevermore, and [ have the keys of Death
and Hades.

2 Corinthians 1:20 For all the promises of God
find their Yes in him. That is why it is through
him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.



