
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REVEALED ROMANS 3:21–31 JUNE 7, 2020 

 
Translation: 21 But now the righteousness of God has been revealed apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets testify to it-- 22 the righteousness of God [has been revealed] through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ 

unto all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and are lacking the glory of God, 24 being 

justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God faithfully put forward as 

a propitiation in his blood for a demonstration of his righteousness, because of the passing over of former sins 26 

in the forbearance of God, in order to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, in order that he might be 

righteous even while declaring righteous (or justifying) the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of 

our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold 

that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of 

Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since God is one-- who will justify the circumcised by faith and the 

uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we 

uphold the law. 

I. God’s Righteousness Is Now Revealed In Christ (3:21-22a; 1:16-17) 

A. Revealed Apart from the Law (3:19-21a) 

B. And Yet, Witnessed to by the Law and Prophets (3:21b) 

C. Revealed in the Faithfulness of Christ (3:22a; Phil 2:6-11) 

D. Revealed unto All who Believe (3:22b; 1:17) 

II. How God Reveals His Righteousness in Christ (3:25-26) 

A. God Put Forward Christ as a Propitiation to Demonstrate His Righteousness 

(3:25; 1 John 2:2; 4:10; Heb 2:17) 

B. God Passed Over Former Sins to Demonstrate His Righteousness at the Present Time 

(3:25b-26; 2:4-5; Acts 14:16; 17:30-31) 

C. The Result: God Demonstrates That He Is Righteous Even as He Declares Righteous the One Who 

Has Faith in Jesus (3:26b) 

III. The Implications for Us of the Revelation of God’s Righteousness (3:22b-24; 27-31) 

A. Universal Sinfulness and Lack of God’s Glory (3:22b-23) 

B. Justification by God’s Grace (3:24a, 26) 

C. Christ Redeems From Slavery Under Sin (3:24b; 6:14-23; Eph 1:7-8; Titus 2:13-14; 1 Peter 1:18-19) 

D. The Principle of Faith (3:27-28; Eph 2:8-9) 

E. One God and One Justification Through Faith (3:29-31) 



“It is the glory of the gospel of Christ that it is one of free grace.” —John Murray 

“Redemption contemplates our bondage and is the provision of grace to release us from that bondage. Propitiation 

contemplates our liability to the wrath of God and is the provision of grace whereby we may be freed from that 

wrath.” —John Murray 

“It is not the manner in which God’s righteousness is received that Paul is talking about here, but the manner in 

which it is manifested – the divine side of this ‘process’ by which people are made right with God.” —Douglas Moo 

“The chief emblem of God’s righteousness is not an impressive human figure, one who sought and achieved glory 

and honor (2:7, 10) or one who pointed to himself as an example of superiority to others (2:17-20). In fact, even 

though Christ does receive glory, honor, and incorruption, and a place above everyone else in the resurrection, 

this is still not what Paul points to here in Rom 3. Instead, the chief emblem that displays God’s righteousness is a 

lowly and off-putting, bloody death rendered in loyalty to God. . . . This revelation is only comprehensible to faith 

(1:17a; 3:22a).” —Marcus Mininger 

“Among all the realities of the invisible world, mediated to us by the disclosures and promises of God, and to 

which our faith responds, there is none that more strongly calls into action this faculty for grasping the unseen 

than the divine pronouncement through the Gospel, that, though sinners, we are righteous in the judgment of 

God. That is not only the invisible, it seems the impossible; it is the paradox of all paradoxes; it requires a unique 

energy of believing; it is the supreme victory of faith over the apparent reality of things; it credits God with calling 

the things that are not as though they were; it penetrates more deeply into the deity of God than any other act of 

faith.” —Geerhardus Vos, Grace and Glory 

 

Reflection and Application Questions (for personal reflection and family conversation): 

1. How does noticing Paul’s emphasis on the revelation of the righteousness of God help you to understand his 

main point in this passage? 

2. How does God demonstrate his righteousness in Christ? 

3. What has Christ accomplished for us on the cross? 

4. How do we receive the free gift of justification? Although this is a free gift for us, what did it cost God? 


