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INTRODUCTION 
- In our day we have unparalleled access to the Bible, study tools, preaching (live and recorded), and good Christian literature, 

unlike perhaps any other place and any other time 
- With all this information, one would assume that we as American Christians should be the most loving, self-denying, cross-

bearing, Christ-exalting, sacrificial, God-centered, sin resisting and joyful people anywhere from any time 
- Yet, which of us have not at some point felt regret and disappointment that our lives have not born more fruit of Christian 

graces? 
- One of the reasons can certainly be the lack of preparation of sound an applicable sermons delivered by men who are lacking 

the empowerment and filling of the Holy Spirit 
- There is another reason, and unlike the other, is something that we as hearers have responsibility for and can do something 

about – the preparation of our heart to be effective hearers of the Word of God 
- My goal this morning is to look at a parable and exhortation from our Lord Jesus related to this problem, particularly relating 

and applying it to preaching – my hopeful out come in your and my applying it is that we all may bear more fruit of Christian 
graces for the glory of God  

 
- READ TEXT - Some primary things that we need to understand in order to properly interpret the text: what is the “seed” and 

what is the “soils.” 
o v.11 - The seed is the Word of God – the Truth of God, particularly found in Scriptures.   
o vv.11, 15 - The Word is going is to the heart.  So the soils are conditions of the heart. 
o In all four cases the Word of God is sown and received.  The distinction that Jesus is making is not in the quality of the 

seed, but the condition of the soils (i.e. the hearts) 
o The heart biblically includes the mind, the spirit, the soul9and means the inner person. 
o The exhortation – v.8 “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” and its connection to v.18 “Therefore, take heed how 

you hear.” 
- Often this text is used to speak about the initial preaching of the Gospel, and a person’s initial response to that preaching  
- This is a part of the meaning of the text, but I suggest that there is also a long term view intended by our Lord, in that the 

condition of the seed and the soil takes time, more than a week or a day 
- The extended nature of crops producing fruit suggest that this is an ongoing relationship with the Word 
- I believe we can use these four soils as a paradigm for us to think about how we hear the Word week by week (the principles 

can be applied also in other forms of Bible intake) 
- Remember that in that day, the Scriptures and books in general were not as widely available as in our own day.  The primary 

way of hearing the Word of God read and explained was to go to the synagogue, go to hear a rabbi or teacher, or later to go 
to the gathering of the church where the scrolls of the Prophets and Apostles were read 

 
- We will be taking a look at each of the soils, and applying them to how we hear the Word 
 
The Hard Soil – A Hard Heart 
- v.5 This soil is called the “wayside”, indicating it is a place that people would walk between the fields.  Because of this, it 

would not be plowed, and would be very compacted dirt in which seed could not easily grown.   
- We are also told that birds come and eat the seed, so it never has an opportunity to begin to grow. 
- Over a week ago I planted to grass seed in our yard, and after trying break up the dirt in one area and doing it properly, out of 

weariness and a bit of curiosity I simply watered another area and threw seed on it.  Not surprisingly, the grass is growing well 
in the one, but not the other. 

- v.12 This soil represents our heart when we come to hear the Word, it is thrown on it, but does not really get in.  Because the 
heart has not already been prepared, coming into worship hastily, without prayer, with a bad conscience because of sin, the 
sermon is heard but there are no lasting effects. 

- This is also the heart in which the devil comes and snatches the Word out, robbing it ultimately of faith in it and salvation.  As 
it relates to a true believer, we are robbed by the devil’s activity of the Word doing any good.  One of his favorite places of 
activity is in the church as the Word is being preached and hearts are hard. 

 
The Shallow Soil – A Shallow Heart 
- v.6 Jesus describes this soil as “the rock.”  I suggest he doesn’t merely mean a rock because of how He describes it in.  The 

seed initially springs up, but it cannot put down roots.  There may be dirt on top, but before it gets deep it hits rock, with no soil 
and no water. 

- v.13 This heart is in a person who, at the initial preaching of the Word receives it with joy.  They feel renewed and 
reinvigorated with the preaching.  They have come in, without much preparation or anticipation, and God seems to meet with 
them.   

- However, after leaving and being tested, because their heart is so shallow, the Word bears no fruit because there is no depth.  
Week after week they come and hear the Word with initial excitement, but then they are perplexed because as they are not 
bearing any increased fruit in their life. 

- Their walk with God, their prayer life, their reading of the Scripture, their spirituality in general is shallow and lacks real depth.   
 
The Weedy Soil – A Weedy Heart 
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- v.7 The problem with this soil, though it seems to have been plowed and have some depth, is that together with the seed 
there are also thorns.  This is a kind of plant that is a prickly weed or thistle.  This things are dominated, and will steal the 
water, sun, and nutrients from another less hearty plant.  It needs no cultivation.  It grows naturally, and it grows aggressively.  
Unless it is pulled (and keeps pulling9before modern chemical weed killers), it will come and take over. 

- This points not only to the preparation of the soil, but also its maintenance.  Even if the preparatory work has been done, there 
must be a continued attendance to it. 

- v.14 Jesus clearly identifies what those thorns/weeds represent in the life of the hearer of the Word: cares, riches, and 
pleasures of life.   

o Cares (Gk. merimna) – A wide range of meanings from legitimate concern to paralyzing anxiety; also distractions or 
worries.  This word is often used in the context of the result of not having sufficient, and being anxious over it. 

o Riches (Gk. ploutos) – Blessings, enrichments, material prosperity.  
o Pleasures (Gk. haydonay) – The word from which we get hedonist.  In the NT this word is used with negative 

connotation.  It is put together with the phrase “of life”, which refers to livelihood or physical existence.  It is the over-
pleasure in physical indulgence of sex, food, and ease. 

- The verb here is translated “as they go out.”  It’s the vivid picture of one leaving the preaching of the Word and these things 
wrap themselves around the soul and kill the hearer and the Word that has been sown. 

- Because of the wide range (and progression) of the words, it includes potentially anybody.  From the person who is barely 
able to make ends meet to the person who has in abundance and enjoys many good things. 

- The result is that there is some initial fruit, but it is not brought to maturity.  There are some real evidences that the ground has 
been prepared, and some budding and appearance of fruit.  But there just isn’t enough life left because of these cares and 
enjoyments to bring about maturity. 

- The obvious solution to this problem is the careful cultivation and protection of the seed, the pulling up of the weeds of 
hedonism and worrisome care.   

 
The Good Soil – A Good Heart 
- v.8 This fourth is good ground, and the result is the yielding up of a 100 fold crop.  Twofold is double, threefold is triple9so 

this is 100 times what was invested.  This is a bumper crop.  This is the most one could ask for. 
- v.15 There is a four-fold description of this kind of heart. 

o Noble (Gk. kalos) – proper, fitting, honest, beautiful.  It is a heart as it should be.  It is properly prepared, wants to 
receive the Word and be corrected and instructed.   

o Good (Gk. agathos) – useful, satisfactory for its purpose, beneficial, sound, fertile, upright.  Again, it is an honest heart 
that is ready to hear from God. 

o Keep it  (Gk. katecho) – hold fast, take, posses, protect, control.  It is guarded from those things that would spoil it. 
o Bear fruit with patience – this heart, because of its condition and the seed of the Word that is in it, bears fruit not just 

for a little time, but continually, enduringly, with steadfastness.   
- The crop of this kind of heart comes in the end and the fruit it produces is magnificent.  Even in relation to what was put in, 

what comes out is even better. 
 
- This kind of soil is the opposite of the previous three.  It conveys to us what is needed in relation to our heart for the Word of 

God to flourish in it. 
 

APPLICATION 
- When Jesus tells this parable, He intends for the hearers themselves to respond to these previous three negatively, to do 

what is necessary that their own hearts to not be that way, and to desire and work for this forth kind of heart. 
- There is no sense that He intended to communicate that someone might realize that they are one of the previous three, that 

His words be met with indifference.  He is enticing them and appealing to a desire for abundant heart crops. 
- What is at stake here?  I trust no one of you who loves the Lord Jesus and has some sense of the weight of His glory and 

what He has done for you who would be for one moment satisfied for a little fruit in your life.   
- I assume that if you are a professing Christian that you are not so selfish that you are indifferent about fruit as long you can go 

to heaven some day. 
- I trust that the words of Jesus in John 15:8 cause your passions to be stirred to bear much fruit for the glory of God. 
- If you do not care, and you do not want preaching from the Word of God (not just my preaching), then you are not a Christian.  

A Christian has a desire for God’s Word and to see that Word produce fruit for God’s glory. 
- What you need is to be converted: to repent from your sins and turn to God in faith because you are separated from God. 
 
- Now assuming you do, there are these three areas in which we have word to do: there is preparatory work before the Word is 

received, while the Word is being received, and after the Word has been received.  If we fail at any one of these points, it will 
not produce in us what God intends. 

 
Before 

There should be some preparation of the heart in coming to the worship of God.  Consider who He is in whose 
Name we gather together, and surely we cannot rush together without thought.  Consider whom we profess to 
worship, and we shall not hurry into His presence as men run to a fire.  Moses, the man of God, was warned to 
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put off his shoes from his feet when God only revealed Himself in a bush.  How should we prepare ourselves 
when we come to Him who reveals Himself in Christ Jesus, His dear Son.  There should be no stumbling into 
the place of worship half asleep, no roaming here as if it were not more than going to a playhouse.  We cannot 
expect to profit much if we bring with us a swarm of idle thoughts and a heart crammed with vanity.  If we are full 
of folly, we may shut out the truth of God from our minds. (Spurgeon) 

1.) Be plowing all week.  This isn’t about a few quick prayers of repentance on Sunday morning or before the service.  God and 
deep plowing comes all week long. 

2.) Make special preparation Saturday.  Think about what you are doing, how late you are staying up, what things you are 
watching, etc. and how it is going to effect your level of preparedness on Sunday morning.  Having clothes, food, Bibles, fuel 
in vehicle all ready so that it is not panic time Sunday morning. 

3.) Make special preparation Sunday morning.  Getting up early enough to have a time with the Lord.  In this time examine your 
life, ready to confess sin and get into the right frame of mind about public worship.  Know when you need to leave so as not to 
be in a rush or be late.  This creates a climate of tension and even of fighting when someone is responsible for perpetual 
tardiness.  Eat what will prepare you (and the children) to be satisfied, without overloading on sugar which will only increase 
hunger and excitement level (same for break time).   

4.) Be thinking about the special nature of the corporate meeting of the church.  This isn’t just a Bible study, but a place of the 
special presence of God and His speaking through His shepherds to His flock. 

5.) Recognize the direction connection between your spiritual condition and the desire for the Word.  If we are really hungry, even 
something that is plain but nutritious will be delighted in.  If we are sick, even the most exquisite meal will be an abhorrence to 
us. 

6.) Pray for the pastor. Listen to this description of what kind of men are needed, and I ask you pray that I (and those that stand in 
this pulpit) be such a man.   
Men mighty in Scriptures, their lives dominated by a sense of the greatness, the majesty and holiness of God, 
and their minds and hearts aglow with the great truths of the doctrines of grace.  They will be men who have 
learned what it is to die to self, to human aims and personal ambitions; men who are willing to be “fools for 
Christ’s sake”, who will bear reproach and falsehood, who will labor and suffer, and whose supreme desire will 
be, not to gain earth’s accolades, but to win the Master’s approbation when they appear before His awesome 
judgment seat.  They will be men who will preach with broken hearts and tear-filled eyes, and upon whose 
ministries God will grant an extraordinary effusion of the Holy Spirit, and who will witness ‘signs and wonders 
following’ in the transformation of multitudes of human lives. (George Whitfield) 

 
During   
1.) Take every thought captive.  Remember you are in warfare, against the law of sin in your heart, the activity of the devil, and 

the cares of the world.  Shut them out, fight, pray hard.  As much as possible, resist distractions during the preaching.  Be 
aware of being a distraction to others. 

2.) Be actively applying in the process.  Ask “what does this mean to my life?”  Be praying “speak Lord, for your servant hears.”  
While you are judging and discerning the Truth, when you know that it is then you are being judged by it.   

3.) Take notes or jot down reminders of things that significantly impact you.   
4.) Realize listening to preaching is an act of worship. 

We normally think of worship as something we do, and since preaching is done by the preacher (and not us), 
many fail to think of preaching as worship.  But listening to preaching is something you do, and it is an act of 
worship when you listen with an eager mind and responsive heart.  The reason that it is an act of worship is that 
you are listening to God speak (through His Word). (Don Whitney) 
Congregations never honor God more than by reverently listening to His Word with a full purpose of praising 
and obeying Him once they see what He has done and is doing, and what they are called to do. (J.I. Packer) 

 
After  
1.) Use the quiet time to anchor a main point/resolution of what God wants you to do from what you just heard. 
2.) Make quick application and resolutions (remember the warning of James 1:23-24).  Take time in the afternoon to get before 

the Lord and strike while the iron is hot.  Ask specific questions: what, how when?  Begin immediately.  If not, the benefit of 
the Word will be absent other than increased knowledge about what God wants us to believe and live. 

3.) Talk about what you have heard around the lunch table.  Not only its truth, but its application.  Recruit prayer partners. 
4.) Protect the Word from being choked out by cares, riches, and the pleasures of life.  Spirituality is not the reception of good 

preaching by itself, but the change that comes from it in everyday life. 
5.) Plan to review those things throughout the week, praying that God would continue to help you know how He can be glorified. 
 
- Someone may respond with the objection “but this sounds hard.”  Isn’t that just the point of the parable?   
- Hearing preaching isn’t to be done like we too often watch movies and TV, passively receiving.  Rather, we are to be taking it 

in, guarding it, thinking about it, applying it.  If it wasn’t hard work Jesus would have used another kind of parable. 
- The Word of God is not like Jack’s magical seed that grew up by itself overnight, but like the seed that needs to be cared for in 

these ways. 
 
- We should confess repent from poor hearing of His Word.  It is for these sins also that the Lord Jesus died. 
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- I have guilt of sermons full of information, but my own heart not being full of the sermon.  It is too easy to hit PRINT, throw it in 
the folder, then try to make up for the lack of the weight of what I am preaching by natural gift. 

- Let us repent together for the glory of our Savior.  He is worthy.   
- Therefore, let us take heed how we hear. 


