
THE LIFE OF JOSEPH – SERMON 22 
 

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF JACOB 
 

Genesis 49:1-28 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Sooner or later, our past will catch up with us, and we will have to give an account of our actions.  
 
But our past sins do not have to define us. 
 
This chapter marks a transition in the historical narrative as the focus shifts from individual patriarchs to the 
twelve tribes that comprise the nation of Israel. 
 
Jacob’s deathbed scene continues here from Genesis 48 
 
Here in chapter 49, all of Jacob’s sons are called before him to receive their blessing before his departure.   
 
As Jacob addresses each of his sons, he recalls their deeds done in their lives, both the good and the bad, 
and rewards them accordingly.   
 
As we consider this judgment seat of Jacob, it reminds us of the judgment that every believer must soon 
face – the judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15) 
 
Some will receive rewards, some will suffer loss 
 
Jacob’s pronouncements are judgments for their past, but they are also prophecies for their future (Genesis 
49:1) 
 
These words to his sons were not just for them, but for the generations that would proceed after them for 
thousands of years to come. 
 
The scope of the prophecy extends even into the millennial age as some of these prophecies remain to be 
fulfilled. 
 
Generally, the character of one’s parents will be carried on to the next generation – but it is not always the 
case. 
 
Your family will shape you but it does not make you. 
 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die…” (Ezekiel 18:20) 
 
I. REUBEN (3-4) 
 

A. He began in excellency 
 

1. Rueben had all the privileges of strength and power as the first born 
 

2. Reuben should have been the chief of Israel’s sons, and the chief of the tribes. 
 

B. He lost his birthright (1 Chronicles 5:1-2) 
 

1. He was governed by his passions and appetites, not by truth and duty 
 

C. He is likened to unstable water (cf. James 1:8 
 

1. Water is reactive not proactive 



 
2. Unstable water can have far reaching influence 

 
3. Water evaporates when exposed to heat (Hosea 6:4; cf. Job 23:10). 

 
4. Water flows down quickly to the lowest place, and takes the path of least resistance 

 
5. Water quickly conforms its temperature to its surroundings (Romans 12:2) 

 
6. Water is easily moved 

 
D. His one recorded sin is indicative of his character 

 
1. Those who operate according to their feelings will be unstable and will not amount to 

anything in life 
 

2. Reuben chose east of Jordan, far from Jerusalem, the centre of worship 
 

3. It was one of the first tribes to fall captive to Assyria 
 

4. No Ruebenite excelled in history 
 
II. SIMEON & LEVI (5-7) 
 

A. Jacob denotes them as “brethren” 
 

1. They were close companions 
 

2. They stirred each other up to sin 
 

B. They are denounced over the massacre of the Shechemites (Genesis 34) 
 

1. They deceived (34:13) 
 

2. They were cruel in their vengeance 
 

3. Their anger was carnal 
 

C. Jacob cursed their anger 
 

1. He refused to be associated with their anger (Proverbs 22:24-25) 
 

2. The Bible repeatedly warns against anger (Proverbs 29:22; Romans 12:19; James 1:19) 
 

D. They were divided in Israel 
 

1. Simeon’s inheritance was a small portion within the borders of Judah, and was the weakest 
of all the tribes, having the smallest population (Joshua 19:1) 

 
2. Eventually, Simeon became absorbed into the tribe of Judah 

 
3. A chief man in the tribe of Simeon was at the forefront of the sin with the Midianites 

(Numbers 25:14) 
 

4. Levi on the other hand pictures the grace of God 
 

5. The tribe was scattered throughout Israel, and did not have its own territory, but was given 
48 towns scattered throughout Israel 

 
6. Yet became perhaps the most privileged tribe of all – the priestly tribe 

 



7. Their zeal for personal vengeance was turned to zeal for God (Exodus 32:26-28) 
 
III. JUDAH (8-12) 
 

A. Judah is exalted to the place of leadership over his brethren 
 

1. His name means praise 
 

2. While Joseph received the birthright, “Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came 
the chief ruler” (1 Chronicles 5:1-2) 

 
B. Judah’s sin is not mentioned 

 
1. He clearly repented of his sinful ways (Genesis 38:26; 44:33) 

 
2. His character was transformed (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 
C. From Judah the Messiah would come 

 
1. Judah became the strongest tribe militarily, and would lead the nation into battle 

 
2. Judah became the kingly tribe and is likened to the king of beasts, the lion (Revelation 5:5). 

 
3. Shiloh – the One who brings peace – the Messiah 

 
4. The gathering of the people unto him looks to the gathering of people to Christ through the 

Gospel, and we are a part of that gathering 
 

5. Jacob foresaw the abundant blessings and prosperity of Christ’s future kingdom (v.11-12) 
 
IV. ZEBULON (13) 
 

A. This tribe dwelt between the Mediterranean Sea and the Sea of Galilee 
 

1. They were a brave people whose warriors had excellent reputations (1 Chronicles 12:33)  
 

2. However, they failed to drive out the Canaanites and realise their full potential (Judges 1:30) 
 
V. ISSACHAR (14-15) 
 

A. They were an agricultural people who had success on the land 
 

1. Issachar mean “hire” 
 

2. They possessed land in the region of Galilee 
 

3. They preferred to stay on their land and let others go to war 
 
VI. DAN (16-17) 
 

A. Dan shall judge his people 
 

1. This was realised during Samson’s judgeship (Judges 13-16) 
 

B. Dan was like a serpent 
 

1. They fell into idolatry early and led others into it (see Judges 18; Genesis 3:1) 
 

2. Jeroboam set up a golden calf in Dan (1 Chronicles 2-12) 
 

3. The tribe of Dan is omitted from Israel’s later genealogies (in I Chronicles 2-12) 



 
4. It is also omitted from the 144,000 witnesses from the twelve tribes in Revelation 7 

 
VII. GAD (19) 
 

A. Gad would ultimately overcome their enemies 
 

1. Their portion was east of Jordan, exposed to enemy raids 
 

2. Yet they did not surrender or quit, but continued fighting until they overcame (Psalm 37:23-
24) 

 
VIII. ASHER (20) 
 

A. Asher would be successful in agriculture 
 

1. Their portion in Israel was in the far north and possessed fertile agricultural land, producing 
the finest corn and oil in Israel 

 
2. Anna the prophetess was of Asher (Luke 2:36) 

 
3. Christ spent much time in the land of Asher 

 
IX. NAPHTALI (21) 
 

A. They were like a “hind let loose”  
 

1. The Naphtalites were swift in battle (Judges 4:6) 
 

B. He giveth goodly words 
 

1. All of Christ’s disciples except Judas Iscariot came from Naphtali 
 

2. Through them the good news of the Gospel spread through the world 
 
X. BENJAMIN (27) 
 

A. Benjamin is as a ravening wolf 
 

1. They were small, yet ferocious 
 

2. Ehud, Saul, Jonathan, Abner, Sheba,  Shimei, Esther, Mordecai, and Paul all came from 
Benjamin 

 
3. Yet they defended sodomy in in Judges 19-20, starting a civil war with the other tribes, and 

were almost annihilated  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. Our actions don’t just affect us.   
 
2. They affect our children and their children, either for good or for evil.   
 
3. “For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.” (Romans 14:7) 
 
4. Character determines destiny 
 
5. Look at a man’s character and you can predict the course of his life, and even his ancestors 
 
6. What inheritance will you leave to the next generation? 


