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Psalm 24 is a psalm of David.  Psalm 24 is the final psalm of a threefold chronology of Psalms 

which reveal the entire spectrum of Christ’s work.  Psalm 22 is the psalm of the   cross   work of 

Jesus Christ.  Psalm 23 is the psalm of the   crook   work of Jesus Christ.  Psalm 24 is the psalm 

of the   crown   work of Jesus Christ.  Psalm 22 paints the picture of Christ   suffering   for His 

sheep.  Psalm 23 paints the picture of Christ   caring   for His sheep.  Psalm 24 paints the picture 

of Christ   coming   for His sheep.  John Phillips called this psalm “The King Comes Home.” 

 

Now this psalm breaks down into three main strophes: 

 

STROPHE #1 – The LORD is the Sovereign   Creator  .  24:1-2 

 

There is no doubt about the fact that David had an awesome view of God’s sovereign majesty.  

When David was near death and prayed his great prayer, it is clear that His view of God’s 

sovereignty was majestic–I Chronicles 29:11-16. 

 

These two verses that begin this psalm develop in this way of thinking.  David says in verse 1 

that the earth is the LORD’S and so is everything that is in it, including the people.   

 

The “for” of verse 2 explains why it is the LORD’S; specifically, He is the One who designed it 

and sovereignly created it. 

 

Now the noun for God, “LORD,” is YHWH or Jehovah.  This is the word that means God is the 

self-existing, covenant-keeping Sovereign God who can do whatever He wants to do in and of 

Himself.   

 

The point of these verses is that God owns everything.  He made everything–both animals and 

humans.  In fact, He made the earth in which they live.  Had He not designed earth, no animal  

or human could exist. 

 

How utterly foolish for a sinful, finite man to think he is master of the universe.  There is only 

one master of the universe and it is the God of the Bible.  He made the universe, He made all 

living things in the universe and everything is accountable to Him. 

 

Everything in this universe has been created by God.  Every human, regardless of race or color, 

has been created by God.  God claims sovereign ownership over everything in creation–

including planets, mountains, seas, rivers, lakes, trees and plants.  He claims sovereign 

ownership over every animal and over every human.  God is sovereign over everything and even 

though right now very few actually acknowledge this reality, there will come a day in which all 

will admit it. 

 

Now we know by comparing N.T. passages that Jesus Christ was the creator of all things.  That 

point is stated in multiple passages–John 1:1-3.  In Colossians 1:16-17, it is stated that Jesus 

Christ planned, designed and created all things and that He holds all things together. 
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Since the emphasis of Psalm 24:1-2 is on the fact that Jehovah is the owner and creator, we must 

come to the conclusion that Jesus Christ is Jehovah, that is He is part of the Godhead that was 

involved in this sovereign creation. 

 

STROPHE #2 – The LORD has   fellowship   with people.  24:3-6 

 

Carefully observe that in order to have fellowship with God, one must   ascend  .  To have 

fellowship with God, one must go up.  This has to do with what one must do physically, but also 

what one must do spiritually. It is an uphill climb to scale this mountain of having fellowship 

with the Holy God.  The ascension that makes our ascension possible starts with Jesus Christ 

(John 3:13). 

 

The idea in verse 3 of ascending up into the “hill of the LORD,” and the idea of being able 

“stand in His holy place,” was the idea of going up to Mt. Zion in Jerusalem to the tabernacle or 

eventually the temple, which was the place where God’s presence was known to be (Psalm 2:6).   

 

Serious students of Scripture realize that God has specifically singled out one geographical spot 

in the world from which He will one day reign and that spot is Jerusalem, and He will 

specifically reign from a spot known as the Temple mount.   

 

This spot in Jerusalem is not owned by Arabs, it is not owned by Muslims and it is not owned by 

the PLO.  This spot is a sacred spot and it is owned by God and one day Jesus Christ will 

physically return to this spot, and from here God’s great King will reign.  

 

So the question of who may ascend is really a question of who is it that may go up to this place 

where God is worshipped and God’s Word is taught and may have true fellowship with God.  

Who wants to ascend to a lofty place in his relationship with God?   

 

In this dispensation of the church, we could ask the question this way–“Who can expect to come 

to church and not only have God accept the worship, but actually will have fellowship with God, 

which will be honored in eternity?” 

 

God will only fellowship with certain people.  Many people may try and fellowship with the 

holy, Sovereign God, but God will only fellowship with those who meet His prerequisites. 

 

There are four prerequisites necessary for having intimate fellowship with God: 

 

Prerequisite #1 - One must have   clean     hands  .  24:4a 

 

Clean hands were washed hands (Ex. 30:19-20).  Oft times the hand was used as a metaphorical 

imagery for work (Ps. 95:5; Eccl. 9:10/Col. 3:23).  I understand this to mean that in order for 

God to fellowship with a person, that person must be pursuing clean work.  Clean hands are 

hands clean from acts of sin.  These kinds of acts and works line up with God’s Word. 
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This would include work on the job, in the church and in life.  God loves to fellowship with 

people who are living their lives in a clean, consistent conformity to His Word.  Clean hands 

refer to that which is outward. 

 

Prerequisite #2 - One must have a   pure     heart  .  24:4b 

 

A true relationship with God is a relationship of the heart.  It is possible to have a clean cup out-

side, but be filthy on the inside.  But if one is to fellowship with God, the heart must be clean. 

 

Just because one goes through external motions of going to church to worship God, does not 

mean God will accept the worship.  I Samuel 16:7 was something David learned very early in 

life, namely most people look upon the external, but God looks at the internal.  An appearance  

of holiness is not enough for God.  If one is to have fellowship with Him, one must have a pure 

heart. 

 

Dr. J. Vernon McGee made an interesting observation.  If God demands clean works and pure 

heart to come into His presence, Dr. McGee said, “I guess I won’t be there.”  The fact is, in and 

of ourselves, we do not have this cleanness and purity.  It comes through righteousness found in 

Jesus Christ.  When we believe on Him, He gives us, by His grace, His righteousness that 

enables Him to fellowship with us.  Once we have believed, we need to pursue a life that is clean 

and a heart that is pure.  Pure heart refers to that which is inward. 

 

Prerequisite #3 - One must not have lifted up his soul in   falsehood  .  24:4c 

 

Just before Jesus Christ comes back to reign on earth, the world will be steeped in a demonic 

idolatry (i.e. Rev. 9:20-21).  During the reign of the Antichrist, religious idolatry will reach its 

ultimate level.  Those who have not given into this idolatry will have the privilege of entering the 

Temple to worship and fellowship with Jesus Christ.   

 

God will not fellowship with proud, arrogant people who try and lift up their own soul.  God will 

not accept the worship of any who lifts up something over Him.  One who exalts and worships 

worthless things will never have close, intimate fellowship with God. 

 

Prerequisite #4 - One must not have been   deceitful  .  24:4d 

 

God demands open honesty in any relationship with Him.  Hiding and covering will get a person 

nowhere in his walk and relationship with God.  Deceitful swearing is the idea of pledging 

yourself to something other than God; secretly committing self to some other god or idol.  Such a 

person will never have fellowship with Him. 

 

God will fellowship with people of their word.  He will fellowship with those who are 

trustworthy and dependable.   
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Now those who strive to meet these prerequisites may expect two things: 

 

(Expectation #1) - Those who meet these prerequisites may expect God’s   blessings  .  24:5a 

 

God promises blessings to those who have close fellowship with Him. 

 

(Expectation #2) - Those who meet these prerequisites may expect God’s   vindication  .  24:5b 

 

God will give a righteous vindication for those who are in fellowship with Him. 

 

Any who will purpose to meet these prerequisites will discover God will bless and will 

fellowship with that person, whether Jew or Gentile.   

 

According to verse 6, the specific group or generation of people who will receive these benefits 

are those who seek God and His face.  When David brings out Jacob, he is referring to Israel.  So 

it is not all of Israel who will receive these benefits, but those who seek God and seek fellowship 

with God will receive these benefits. 

 

“Selah”–pause and think about this. 

 

STROPHE #3 – The LORD is a   coming     King  .  24:7-10 

 

Five times in these verses, Jesus Christ is identified not just as a King, but as the King of glory.  

There are three observations we may make concerning the coming of the King: 

 

(Observation #1) - When the LORD returns, the ancient   temple   will be in existence.  24:7 

 

The ancient temple doors will be in existence.  There is typically a place that is necessary to have 

fellowship with God. 

 

(Observation #2) - When the LORD returns, a mighty   battle   will have been fought.  24:8 

 

Fellowship with God requires a fight.  It is a battle. 

 

(Observation #3) - When the LORD returns, He will enter the   city   and the Temple.  24:9 

 

Jesus is going to a specific geographical spot.  Fellowship with God requires fellowship with the 

King. 

 

Now the question arises–who is this LORD?  Who is this King of glory?  It is none other than 

Jesus Christ.   

 

According to verse 10, Jesus Christ is the King of glory.  Jesus Christ is the LORD of hosts.  

Jesus Christ is the Almighty God.  Jesus Christ is the Sovereign, self-existing I AM.   
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Jesus Christ is going to return to Israel and He will reign.  He will have fellowship with people 

who meet these prerequisites.  If you will purpose to meet them, then Jesus Christ, the King of 

glory will have fellowship with you. 

 

“Selah” – Stop and think about it. 

 

 


