
“Foolish Thinking”  

Romans 1:21-25 

(Preached at Trinity, April 29, 2007) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. In Verses 18-20 we saw that although all men have a knowledge of God they suppress it, 

they deny the truth about God. They will not have God. They despise Him. They hate His 

sovereignty, His Law, His holiness – Especially His Son. 

2. Starting with Verse 21 Paul begins to give some characteristics and consequences of this 

universal denial of God.  

 They are characteristics because they mark the condition of the depraved heart 
given over to corruption and death. 

 They are consequences because they mark the sad condition of human beings 

given over to their own wickedness. 

 Romans 1:21 – “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened. 
A. Although they all know God they refuse to bow before Him and worship Him as 

the one true God. They refuse to bring Him glory with their lives 

B. They rob God of the thanksgiving that all men owe to God.   

3. Last time we looked at another characteristic and consequence of man’s rejection of God. 

 “but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.”  
A. Paul says the heart of the lost man has become darkened.  

B. As we saw last time, this can be applied two ways. 

1. The Bible often uses the metaphors of darkness and light to describe good 

as opposed to evil, purity as opposed to corruption. 

1 John 1:5 – “This then is the message which we have heard of 
him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all.” 
The lost man is filled with all manner of corruption. Sin is a part of his 

very nature. 

2. Darkness also describes spiritual blindness – the complete inability to 

comprehend God on a spiritual level. 

4. This morning I want to direct your attention to yet another characteristic and consequence 

of the human rejection of God. 

 In Verse 21 we read, “but became vain in their imaginations” 
 In Verse 22 we read, “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,” 
5. In Verse 21 the word for “Imaginations” refers to our reasoning or thought 
 The word for vain means empty or futile or worthless.  

We became vain or worthless in our reasoning in our ability to think.   

6. Verse 22 points to the pride of the lost man. He boasts of his great knowledge and 

understanding but is actually a fool.  The Greek word is mwrai,nw – you can hear the 

word moron in it.   
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7. These words describe further the nature of the darkened heart. The lost man is void of 

true wisdom and understanding.  

Void of the wisdom of God they are left with their own foolish wisdom 

8. We are not talking about natural understanding 

 1. The natural mind is capable of gaining much knowledge 

-- the computer operating system that has literally changed the world was 

developed by a man that does not profess Christ 

-- men have risen to occupy the highest office in our land without knowing Christ 

--  we continually trust our lives to surgeons, pilots, even architects who do not 

know Christ 

-- all of us have even sat under teachers in school who do not know Christ 

2. The lost man even has the capability of learning much about the Bible.  He can 

learn all the facts, dates, and theological principles 

** But the lost man has no ability to properly process his knowledge spiritually 

   He lacks spiritual understanding 

1 Corinthians 2:14 – “But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

9. The lost man is void of any true knowledge of God.  In the darkness of his heart he 

suppresses what knowledge he has.  

Ephesians 4:17-18 – “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,  18 Having 
the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:” 

10. We were created with Divine knowledge—that is, a knowledge of God. As human beings 

our knowledge is our excellency.  Knowledge is one of the things that divides us from the 

beasts.  

A. Thomas Manton – “Divine knowledge is better than all other knowledge; to know 

God’s nature and will, to know how God will be pleased, and how we may come 

to enjoy him; all other knowledge doth but please the fancy, this doth us good to 

the heart.” 

B. The tragedy is sin has so corrupted the human being that we have lost this 

knowledge of God. Without heavenly knowledge man is little better than an 

animal.  

11. The lost man has become a fool. This is most clearly seen in how he relates to God. He 

denies the one true God. 

Romans 1:21 – “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful” 
Romans 1:23 – “And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping 
things.” 
Romans 1:25 – “Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.” 

12. This morning I want to spend a few moments looking at this foolishness of man. It is the 

ultimate problem of humanity. It is the root cause of all other problems.  
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I. In his foolishness the lost man denies God 

 A. Jesus condemned the Jews of this sin. 

 Matthew 16:1-4 – “The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and 
tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.  2 He 
answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair 
weather: for the sky is red.  3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to 
day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the 
face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?  4 A wicked 
and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and 
departed.” 

  1. They understood the workings of creation – they had scientific knowledge. 

  2. But they denied Christ. They were wicked and adulterous.  

Could it be you falter in your own relationship with Christ because of your 

unfaithfulness?   

 B. The lost man denies the existence of God and they deny His rule 

  1. This was the heart of Pharaoh 

Exodus 5:2 – “And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should 
obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I 
let Israel go.” 

  2. The lost man lives as if God does not exist 

   a. Even the religious man denies God’s sovereign rule 

   b. If there is no God then there is no law that applies to me 

  3. If there is no ultimate King then there is no ultimate Law 

Judges 21:25 – “In those days there was no king in Israel: every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes.” 

 C. This is why this world is a place of lawless rebellion 

  1. It is the chief cause of all sin 

  2. Why do men and women cheat on their mates? 

Why do women abort their babies and doctors perform the murderous act? 

   Why do politicians lie and practice all manner of dishonesty and deceit? 

   Why do we see so much crime that our jails are overflowing? 

   Why do people hate authority, hate the government and break its laws? 

   Why do people practice so much jealousy, envy, bitterness, and hatred? 

  3. Paul describes the problem 

Romans 1:28-31 – “And even as they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not convenient;  

29
 Being filled with all 

unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 
whisperers,  30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,  31 Without 
understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, unmerciful:” 

4. They deny the person of God and then live as if there is no God. 

 D. This denial of God is why our world is filled with wars and violence 

  1. If there is no God then men feel free to set themselves up as God 

2. Men have often fought over the possession of land – expansionism – 

setting up puny kingdoms. (Hitler, Japan, Saddam Hussein & Kuwait) 



 4 

3. Men have often fought over religious superiority – trying to put their false 

gods into power – much of the Middle East conflict is religious  

4. There are thousands of nuclear warheads because men have denied God 

5. Can you see the foolishness of the human heart? 

 Romans 1:22 – “Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools” 

 

II. Sinful man fills his life with other Gods.  One of the greatest problems of humanity is 

idolatry – placing other loves before God, the chief love being ourselves. Worshipping 

that which is created rather than worshipping the Creator. 

Romans 1:25 – “Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.” 

 A. God is full of all majesty and glory 

  1. He is worthy of all praise and worship 

Psalm 99:1 – “The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he 
sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved.” 
Psalm 99:9 - 100:1 – “Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his 
holy hill; for the LORD our God is holy.”   

  2. God demands that all men worship Him and Him alone 

   Exodus 20:3 – “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
Exodus 34:14 – “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the 
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:” 
Matthew 4:10 – “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve.” 

B. Lost humanity cannot see His excellence 

 1. We are bound by the physical world – led by visible objects 

The natural man is governed only by his five physical senses – he seeks 

material things 

2. Even as believers we have to be on constant guard against this sin 

   The Bible calls covetousness or greed idolatry 

Colossians 3:5 – “Mortify therefore your members which are upon 
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:” 
a. In our generation we have a craving for pleasure and excitement 

more than at any time in the history of our nation – few cultures in 

the history of the world can match us.  And we will go to any 

expense 

b. Many Christians have an unhealthy desire for physical things. 

  3. Can you see the foolish folly of worshipping other gods? 

Romans 1:22 – “Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools” 
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Conclusion: 
1. Most people deny the reality of God. Professing themselves to be wise, they’ve become 

fools.  

A. They may profess to believe in Him but they live as if He doesn’t exist. 

  1. People go to church, tithe, carry their Bibles, talk religious talk 

2. But they seldom pray, seldom study their Bibles, care little for others 

3. They’ll stay home from worship to watch TV as if God doesn’t see 

4. It is possible to fool men our entire life – particularly during times when 

God's standard is ignored or replaced by the standard of men.  But God is 

never fooled. 

 B. Few people seriously contemplate coming into the presence of God 

 All men will stand before Him – It will be a fearful time for many 

Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.” 

2. Our generation is plagued by the foolishness of men. 

 A. Few recognize the almighty power of God in creating His world. 

Science almost universally denies God and the Creator. Evolution is the fools 

effort to explain existence without God. 

Do you see the foolishness? 

Psalm 14:1 – “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth 
good.” 
Romans 1:22 – “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools” 

 B. Few recognize His almighty power in ruling over Creation 

Look at the Global Warming frenzy going on – that human life on the earth is 

dependent upon our wisdom and power 
  Do you see the foolishness? 

  Romans 1:22 – “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools” 
 C. Few recognize God authority to order His creation. 

You see this in the animal rights movement where they give more value to animal 

life than to human life. God gave animals to serve us.  

Do you see the foolishness as they tell us it is wrong to eat animals or to hunt. 

Romans 1:22 – “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools” 
3. Listen to Paul’s words to the Corinthians 

1 Corinthians 3:19-20 – “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 
For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.  20 And again, The 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.” 

4. The wise man seeks to live by the Word of God 

 The fool seeks to live by his own wisdom and natural reason 

5. The wise man understands he has no wisdom apart from God’s wisdom.  

John Newton – “The natural man can neither receive nor discern the things of God: and if 

any one would be wise, the apostle’s first advice to him is, Let him become a fool, that he 

may be wise; for the wisdom of the world is foolishness with God.” 

6. May we hear the words of King Solomon: 

Proverbs 1:7 – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction” 


