
1 Peter Chapter 1F 

 

When I was visiting an elderly shut in years ago I noticed on her coffee table an 

unbelievable number of prescription drugs. Without exaggeration, there were dozens of 

medications lined up across the table. 

Since my visit was just before supper, I sat and watched as this elderly saint took a total 

of 16 different medication while she ate. 

 With each bottle that she opened she explained to me what the medication was for 

and how long she had been taking it. 

 Picking up the last 5 meds, she openly admitted that she had no idea what they were. 

 

This past week I was reminded of that particular visit as I was contemplating the 

manifold work of Christ in securing an eternal salvation for His beloved people. 

 You see the work of Christ has brought great healing to my sin ravaged soul. 

 In a similar way that the healing of my “Shut in Friend” required a multi-faceted plan 

of medication so also God’s plan of salvation required the multi-faceted work of God 

in Christ Jesus. 

 

Because we were separated from God, alienated from Him by our sin – The Work of 

Christ must provide Reconciliation. 

Because we were guilty of sin, condemned before the Sovereign Judge; the work of 

Christ had to provide justification; it gave us a right standing with God. 

Because we were condemned under the Wrath of Almighty God, the Work of Christ must 

provide propitiation.  

 On the cross Jesus drank the cup of God’s wrath poured out for US! 

Because the fall of man cast the whole of humanity into the Slavery of sin, the work of 

Christ must provide redemption. He paid the ransom that liberated us from captivity.   

 Jesus Christ accomplished all of this for His Chosen people. 

 

Now, I want you to know that every good theological study of the work of Christ at some 

point uncovers the filthiness of our sin and it has been my experience that many people, 

even believers tend to avoid such a study. After all, no one really wants to be confronted 

with his or her filth.   

 We are much more comfortable with today’s watered down version of the Gospel: 

“God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.” 

 As a matter of fact our society as a whole is uncomfortable confronting the issue of 

sin. We would rather say we made a mistake, we slipped up. Or oops I did it again! 

 

 

People tend look at their sinful condition in the same way that they view their dirty 

clothes piling up in the hamper. (Especially when it is full of smelly gym clothes)  



 That hamper is something that we certainly don’t want to dig through. I would rather 

go bare foot for a day than dig a pair of socks out of that hamper. 

 Many people feel the same way about theology, because it uncovers the filthiness of 

our sin we would rather not dig through it. 

 BUT that is truly sad because digging through it uncovers the vast riches of God’s 

abundant glory.  

 

Well this morning we are going to dig deeply into the redeeming work of Christ 

Puritan Thomas Watson wrote that “Redemption was God’s greatest work.” He said, 

“Great was the work of creation but greater the work of redemption; it cost more to 

redeem us than to make us; in the one there was the speaking of a Word, in the other the 

shedding of blood. The creation was the work of God’s fingers (Luke 1:51) redemption is 

the work of His Arm.” (Psalm 8:3)     (Body of Divinity) 

 

Redemption deals specifically with the cost of salvation and the means by which God 

received the payment for our liberation. 

 Because all people are held in captivity to sin; because we are all under the 

condemnation of the Law, if we are to be liberated, set free from captivity, someone, 

somewhere, somehow has to pay our ransom. 

 

Peter exalts the work of Christ, liberating us from the slave market of sin showing: 

1. The CONTEXT OF OUR REDEMPTION  

2. The COST OF OUR REDEMPTION 

3. The CHARACTER and COMMISSION OF OUR REDEEMER 

 

1 The Context of our redemption (What was our condition before His ransom?) 

1Peter 1: 18  knowing (recognizing) that you were ransomed (redeemed with a price)  

from the futile (Vain, empty) ways (way of life, that we) inherited from our forefathers, 

 This empty, useless, idolatrous way of life was handed down to us from our 

ancestors.  

 What Peter is describing here is the fallen state of sinful man that was passed down to 

every generation from Adam.     Paul describes it this way: 

 

Ephesians 4: 17  Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as 

the Gentiles do, in the futility (Vanity, emptiness) of their minds. 18 They are darkened in 

their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 

them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given 

themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 

 Before Christ redeemed us: Our thinking was futile, our understanding was darkened, 

our hearts were hardened and we gave ourselves to the satisfying of the lusts of the 

flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 



 King Solomon, the son of David spoke honestly from his own experience about the 

emptiness of a life spent chasing after the lusts of the flesh. 

 

While He possessed greater wisdom, more wealth, and obtained more wives and lovers 

than any man could ever imagine he sadly described his life as empty. 

Eccl. 12: 8  Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; all is vanity. 

 I suppose then that power, wealth and sex aren’t really the most important things. 

 Solomon viewed all of his financial accomplishments as worthless and vain. 

Eccl. 5: 10  He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 

wealth with his income; this also is vanity.  

 All of the pleasures he was able to enjoy proved to be hollow and empty. 

Eccl. 2:1  I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy yourself." 

But behold, this also was vanity. 

 Although we Know these things, there is a part of our flesh that is continually allured 

by the trappings, the passions and pleasures of this present world. 

 We need to be reminded on a regular basis that there is a day coming when we will 

stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give an account of our lives.  

 Remember Peter’s words from last week: 

 

1 Peter 1: 17  And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each 

one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 

 The knowledge of God’s impending judgment should serve to purify us and draw us 

close to the Cross of Christ. Peter goes on to say: 

 

“you were ransomed (redeemed)  from the futile (Vain, empty) ways (Of living that we) 

inherited from our forefathers, 

 Let’s look at an example of this empty inheritance, from the Gospels. 

 The Pharisees of Jesus’ day observed the religious traditions of the Fathers more 

diligently than they did the Word that came from the mouth of God.  

o Their Sabbath observances promoted an empty legalistic ritual that held the 

people in bondage.  Jesus rebuked them saying: 

 

Matthew 15:7  You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 

8  "’This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 

9  in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’"  

 But this isn’t uniquely a Jewish Problem it is a Human problem. I have spoken with a 

number of Roman Catholics who followed the traditions and performed the same 

rituals as their parents and grandparents, but they could not give a reasonable 

explanation as to WHY they were doing them. 

I have watched impoverished Hindu people lay their necessary sustenance, their daily 

provision of fruit and vegetables before a statue of Buddha. Some of it was eaten by the 

Monks but most of it just wasted away in the intense heat of the sun. 



 Generation after generation these poor people continue in the futile ways that they 

inherited from their forefathers. 

 They live under a strong delusion and desperately need someone to tell them of the 

great redemption that is in Jesus Christ. 

 

My Son in-law was born and raised in Laos, early in his life, his mother strongly urged 

him to become a Buddhist Monk. 

 The monks lived a life of luxury compared to the rest of the population. 

 But God had other plans for this young man’s life. 

 He was rescued from a refugee camp and transported to Texas at the age of 15. 

 When he heard the Gospel, he repented of his sin and believed on the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 Generations of idolatry came to an abrupt end by the grace of God through the 

proclamation of the Gospel. NOW His children are being raised in the fear and 

admonition of the Lord. 

 

When we consider the context of our redemption, ALL of us were living in the emptiness 

of idolatry, handed down to us by our Fathers when Christ ransomed us from the slave 

market of sin.  

 When you hear the word ransom, you immediately know that there is a cost involved. 

 Well our redemption involved a cost. Let’s see what that was:  

 

2 The Cost of our Redemption 

1 Peter 1:18  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19  but with the precious 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

 Those who have received God’s gracious gift of repentance and trusted in Christ for 

their salvation KNOW that no amount of silver or gold could possibly ransom them 

from the slavery of sin. As the Psalmist said: 

 

Psalm 49: 7 Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, 8 for 

the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice, 

 Sinful Man simply does not possess the resources necessary to redeem himself. 

 

IN Peter’s time, slaves were bought and sold on the open market. Political prisoners were 

exchanged for silver and gold.  

 The Roman Empire was made up of about 50% Slave and 50% free men. 

 In Israel, if the Master of the house loved his servant and wanted to set him free from 

slavery, he would take that servant to the auction block and pay the price of his 

redemption, liberating him from the bondage of slavery. 

 Still when it comes to the bondage of our sin, there was no amount of silver, no 

measure of gold that could be paid to God that was able liberate us. 



 Listen to the words of Isaiah:  

 

Isaiah 52: 3  For thus says the LORD: "You were sold for nothing, and you shall be 

redeemed without money." 

 Having acknowledged the impossibility of our redemption by means of financial 

payment Peter now describes the priceless sacrifice that Christ Paid for our 

redemption.  

 

19  but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

 It was not with silver or gold that Christ purchased our redemption but with his own 

precious blood. 

 When Peter speaks of “Blood,” he is referring to the DEATH of Christ. After all God 

is the one who said, “The life is in the blood,” So when we speak of the blood of 

Christ, we are referring to the Death of Christ.  

 

God himself set the price of man’s redemption when he told Adam. 

Ge 2:17  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 

that you eat of it you shall surely die." 

 Redemption through the death of a sacrifice is seen throughout the Bible in ever 

increasing clarity: 

 

Redemption by substitutionary sacrifice began all the way back in the Garden of Eden 

when God himself sacrificed an animal to make a covering of skins for Adam and Eve 

after they had fallen into sin. 

Abraham throughout his wandering often built altars on which he offered sacrifices to the 

Lord. 

In the book of Exodus we see the Passover through which God provided a clear picture of 

redemption from slavery through the Sacrifice of an innocent lamb. 

 

The Prophet Isaiah provides the clearest picture of redemption through God’s perfect 

sacrifice.  Isaiah 53: 4  Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 

esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5  But he was pierced for our 

transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 

 

6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and 

the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7  He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 

sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8  By oppression and 

judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut 

off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9  And they 

made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done 

no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 



 The sacrifice of Jesus Christ was the reality to which all of the shadows of the O.T. 

pointed. 

 He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; by His blood, we have 

been redeemed.  Listen again to the Apostle Paul: 

 

Romans 3: 23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24  and are justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25  whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

 And in the book of Ephesians: 

Ephesians 1:7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 

 

The cost of our redemption wonderfully displays the passion and greatness of God’s 

Love for us, while we were still lost in our sin, powerless to save ourselves, God sent his 

one and only son to pay the ransom and liberate us from the cruel bondage of sin. 

 

Now that we understand the “Cost” of our redemption, let’s move on to our final point 

for today and consider the Character and Commission of our Redeemer vs 20. 

 

3 The Character and Commission of our Redeemer 

1 Peter 1:20  He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made 

manifest in the last times for the sake of you 

 He, Christ, was foreknown before the foundation of the world. 

 When we speak of Christ, himself as being “Foreknown” we are actually saying two 

things: 

o FIRST that Christ existed eternally in a love relationship with the Father and 

The Spirit before the foundation of the world. In this he was both known and 

loved. 

o SECOND, the redemption that is through His Blood was preplanned, 

foreordained in the counsel of heaven before the creation of the world. 

Friends, there is no way that we can possibly comprehend the depth, and breath and 

height of the Father’s love for the Son or the Son’s love for the Father but God has 

provides us with precious insight into this union through His Word. 

John 1: 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.  2  He was in the beginning with God. 

 Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity is called “The Word” He was in the 

beginning (before all creation) with God the Father.  

 That phrase indicates that the Father and Son existed eternally in a “Face to Face” 

love relationship throughout all of eternity. 

 



When Peter says that Christ was foreknown he is not merely speaking of the Father’s 

cognitive awareness of Christ’s person but He is describing of the love that they shared 

before the world began. Listen to the Prayer of Jesus: 

 

John 17:24  Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me 

where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world. 

 

Secondly, The fact that Christ would serve as the Lamb of God, and give his life as a 

sacrifice for the sins of men was foreknown and fore-ordained before the foundation of 

the world. 

Revelation 13: 8 (KJV)  And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, (the Beast) 

whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of 

the world. 

 The Apostle Peter expresses this divine foreknowledge in his preaching on the day of 

Pentecost as recorded for us in the book of Acts. 

 

Acts 2: 22  "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, 

as you yourselves know  23  this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 

 

Friends when we consider the tremendous Cost that Christ paid for our redemption, when 

we ponder the depth to which He humbled himself and suffered in order to rescue us 

from the cruel task-master of sin and the fiery wrath of a just and holy God, I have to ask: 

HOW then should we respond: 

 Should we not freely give Him every ounce of our love and devotion? Should we not 

give ourselves whole-heartedly to worship and Praise? 

 Should we not SERVE the Lord with Gladness and come before his presence with 

singing. 

 Should we not shout from a rooftop the glorious Gospel so that others be saved. 

How unbelievably callous would it be, after receiving the revelation of Christ’s priceless 

sacrifice to go on living our lives, chasing after the empty pleasures of this corrupt world. 

How foolish it would be for us to RETURN to the VAIN and FUTILE way of life that 

was handed down to us from our forefathers after receiving the knowledge of the truth. 

 

Remember the words of Peter when he said:  1:17, conduct yourselves with fear 

throughout the time of your exile, (then he told us WHY we should conduct ourselves in 

this manner.) 18  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 

your forefathers, 

 

The more precious the price that is paid to rescue one from bondage, the more horrible, 

the more fearful it would be to abuse or misuse the freedom that was purchased,  



 

Let’s finish with this illustration form John Piper: 

That would be like a girl who is kidnapped from her wealthy father. The kidnappers 

demand a HUGE ransom and the father liquidates all of his assets, selling his house and 

all of his possessions all the way down to his wife’s precious wedding ring. 

Finally after gathering all of his wealth, expending all of that effort, He transports his 

riches to the appointed place and sets the ransom down in a field and walks away.  

Soon after the Father has laid it all down the daughter appears coming out of the woods. 

She walks out to the middle of the field and picks up the ransom and takes it back to the 

kidnappers. 

As the Father awaits a grand reunion with his daughter she wraps her arms around the 

kidnapper and while the two of them carry away the Father’s riches she turns and looks at 

her father and says, “Sucker!” 

 

She took the Father’s riches, thumbed her nose at Him and went on to spend his great 

wealth on foolish pleasure. 

 HAVE YOU taken the riches of your heavenly Father, the Blessings of his Grace and 

went on to live your life in the indulgences of your fleshly pleasures like the heathen. 

 

IF YOU HAVE: remember the Prodigal Son. WHO took his Father’s rich inheritance and 

spent it all on foolish living. 

 There was a day when HE came to his senses, a day when he had his face in the 

feeding trough of pigs. 

 He turned around and went home.  Is today your day to come home? 

 

Lu 15:20  And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 

 


