
Serm. Series: The Good, The Goad, The Guide: Ten Commandments 
Sermon Text: Exodus 20:14 Love Marriage: The Seventh Commandment 
 
Because marriage is about Christ’s relationship with the Church, God equips us to promote faithful 
marriages. 
 
1) Marriage is about Christ’s relationship with the Church (Eph. 5:31-32). 

a) Eph. 5:31-32 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to 
Christ and the church.  

b) Isa. 62:5b “As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” 
c) Application: 

i) This is foundational for the definition of marriage. 
ii) This is foundational for the exclusivity of marriage. 
iii) This is foundational for the loyalty of marriage. 
iv) This is foundational for the love of marriage. 
v) This is foundational for the fruitfulness of marriage. 

2) God equips us to promote faithful marriages. 
a) God’s own faithfulness to us (Eph. 5:1-2; 22-30) 

i) Eph. 5:1 “be imitators of God”  
ii) Eph. 5:2 “walk in love, as Christ loved us” 
iii) Eph. 5:24 “as the Church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to 

their husbands” 
iv) Eph. 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for 

her” 
v) Eph. 5:29 “nourishes and cherishes [her], just as Christ does the Church” 
vi) Isa. 62:2-5 “The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you 

shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of 
beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You shall no 
more be named Forsaken, and your land shall no more be named Desolate, but you shall be 
called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your 
land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry 
you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.”  

vii) Application: God’s covenant faithfulness is not only our example, but also our firm ground 
on which to plant our feet for faithfulness in marriage.  

b) God’s warnings (Eph. 5:3-7) 
i) Eph. 5:5 “For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 

who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.” 
ii) Eph. 5:6 “for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 

disobedience.” 
iii) Eph. 5:3 “must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints” 
iv) Application: “Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee, roused thee from thy fatal 

ease.” Hymn 80 Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee.  
c) God’s Divine Light (Christ) (Eph. 5:8-17) 

i) Eph. 5:8 “now you are light in the Lord” 
ii) Eph. 5:14 “Christ will shine on you” 
iii) Eph. 5:15 “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise” 
iv) Eph. 5:17 “understand what the will of the Lord is” 



v) Application: Only by union with Christ who is light do we become light. Only by communion 
with Christ (v. 8) do we produce the fruit of light (v. 9).  

d) God’s Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18) 
i) Eph. 5:18 “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the 

Spirit” 
(1) Present—continuous need  
(2) Imperative—responsibility to seek/receive 
(3) Passive—God’s gift/work 
(4) Fill—controlling influence 

ii) Application: The Holy Spirit produces the fruit of His own character in us (Gal. 5:22-23). We 
are to ask for His work and depend on His presence.  

e) God’s Church (Eph. 5:19, 21) 
i) Eph. 5:19 “addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” 
ii) Eph. 5:21 “submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ” 
iii) Eph. 4:15-16 “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him 

who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so 
that it builds itself up in love.” 

iv) Titus 2:3-5 “Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to 
much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their 
husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to 
their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.” 

v) Application: The church family works to strengthen the covenant home.  
f) God’s ear (Eph. 5:20) 

i) Eph. 5:20 “giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1) Thanksgiving tames a complaining spirit. 
(2) Thanksgiving honors God. 
(3) Thanksgiving helps one abide in Christ. 

ii) Eph. 6:18 “praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication” 
(1) Praying habitually. 
(2) Praying continuously. 
(3) Praying with the help of the Spirit. 
(4) Praying in earnest for God’s help, for yourself and for “all the saints” (v. 18b). 

iii) Application: Pray for your spouse.  
 
Because marriage is about Christ’s relationship with the Church, God equips us to promote faithful 
marriages. 
 
Doxology: I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according to all that the 

LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that He has granted to them 

according to His compassion, according to the abundance of His steadfast love. Isaiah 63:7 


