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Living For the Line 

Treasure Principle Series 

 

I need a volunteer to come up and help me. -- Now I want you to stand here and close your eyes.  (as I Start 

unraveling the ball and let out about 40’of string explaining that “this” [ball] represents life on earth in terms of 

time.  And “this” [string] represents a fraction of life in heaven.  To the volunteer: “Take this [ball] hold it in 

front of one of your eyes about 1-2 inches away and then open that eye.  What do you see?” 

 

What else do you see? “nothing much.”  You see a little out of the periphery but not much else right?  Ok, now 

let me hold the ball you start backing away from me.  Now what do you see?  “the ball and the string”.  Thanks 

you can be seated.   

 

Friends this ball represents life on this earth including the present time.  And for most people in this world, 

including many of us believers, all we can see is the ball.  Its all we think about.  But I’ll have you know it can 

make a world of difference both in your life today and throughout all eternity if you live in the present but live 

for the line.  That’s what Jesus tries to emphasize in this passage that I’d like to read to you.  Turn in your bibles 

to Matthew 6:19.  Today we are considering what it means to “Live for the Line.”   

 

 Matthew 6:19-21 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

(NIV)   
 

Do you believe that how you live today affects your experience in heaven after you die?  Are you aware that it 

is within your power to make heaven better for yourself and even for others?  Do you understand that choices 

you make every single day have eternal ramifications for you and others? 

 

Many a Christian has heard this passage many of times.  Sometimes it causes a believer get their eyes on the 

line for awhile and off the ball.  But what usually happens?  Pretty soon we’re back with the ball in front of our 

eyes and that’s pretty much all we see.  We use our money, our time and our talent to improve our ball for the 

most part.  And here is why I think that is.  I think that we have bought into some mythical beliefs about earthly 

life and eternal life.  Here’s just a few: 

 

Myth #1: Heaven (life on the line) is the same for every believer.   

Myth #2: I can’t improve what heaven is going to be like for me. 

Myth #3: The best Earthly life (life on the ball) is secured through earthly treasures. 

 

And whoever truly holds to those myths come to the conclusion that since life on the line doesn’t change I need 

to put all my effort into improving life on the ball.  And when Christians operate this way they will still serve 

and obey Christ to some degree but more out of a sense of obligation and gratitude for what Christ has done 

than with the confidence that their life today can changer eternity forever.  

 

Listen friend.  I have such good news to share with you today.  It is within our power to change eternity forever 

for ourself and even for others, If we are willing to live for the line.  But your worldview must hold the 

following perspectives.. 

 

Faith perspective #1: Heaven, not earth is my home. 
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Turn in your bibles to John 14:1-3.  Jesus is about to head home and He is preparing his disciples for that.  They 

are soon to be in an oven of controversy without his physical presence.  They are about to enter a lifetime of 

tremendous opportunity to affect eternity.  Here is what he says. 

 

John 14:1-3 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father's house are many 

rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. (NIV)   

 

Jesus among other things wants his disciples to know that this life is not all there is to live for.  He’s saying, 

“Step back gentleman from the present and let me broaden your horizon a bit.  Let me tell you about a home 

I’m building for you.”   A future day is coming for followers of Jesus Christ when they will come to their true 

home on the new heaven and earth that Revelations talks about. This is not just a promise of life after death, it is 

a statement of where your home is.   

 

Other NT writers have been more direct.  The writer of Hebrews, speaking of Abraham’s descendants in a 

passage well known as memorial to people have lived for the line by faith:   

 

Hebrews 11:13-16 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 

promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and 

strangers on earth. 14People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. . . they 

were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 

has prepared a city for them. (NIV) 

 

The apostle Paul wrote the Philippian church of those outside the kingdom of God and said, “Their destiny is 

destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. (the 

live for the ball)  20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, Philip. 3:17-20  (Side Note:This is why you sometimes feel you don’t fit in: work circles, school, break 

room) 

 

Suppose your home was in France and you’re working in the U.S. for three months living in a rented apartment.  

You’re told that you can’t bring anything back on your flight home.  But you can earn money and mail deposits 

to your bank in France.    

 

How would you furnish your apartment?  Would you buy a car or rent one?  Which would be your perspective?   

 Send as much to France as you can and live on as little here as you can?   

 Or Spend as much as you can here and send ahead whatever you got left over?  

 

Your answer to these questions is determined by which ever place you truly perceive as your home. 

 

In order to truly live for the line you have to embrace the faith perspective that your home really is heaven.  

Then the motivation goes way up to live for the line.  It even becomes common sense. 

 

And here is how we will know whether or not we embrace this “heaven is your home” perspective.  By whether 

or not we are spending as much as possible (of what time, treasure and talent we possess) on the line.  If we are 

spending as little as we can get by with on the line then we don’t get it.  We need a paradigm shift in our 

thinking.  Friends Heaven, not earth is your home.  So live for the line.   

 

Now, here’s another faith perspective that spins off of the first one.  And this one takes an interesting twist. 
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Faith Perspective #2: Heavens rewards are determined by your earthly service 

 

This is where it either gets exciting or demoralizing, depending upon your take of where home is.  Earlier I 

posed this idea as a myth many Christians have swallowed.   

 

Myth #1: Heaven (life on the line) is the same for every believer.  It can’t be improved on. 

 

We evangelicals believe that you can’t work your way to heaven.  And this is true.  Our place in heaven is 

secured by our faith in Jesus Christ.  “We were made for a person and a place.  Jesus is the person and heaven is 

the place.” (Randy Alcorn)  But many Christians have the mistaken idea that heaven will be the same for all of 

heavens citizens.  This is absolutely not true. 

 

Heaven is going to be a place of great reward and what will be rewarded is how we spend our lives here on 

earth.  This is why Jesus says “store up treasures in heaven.” Because heavens rewards depend upon your 

earthly service. 

 

Turn to 1 Corinthians 3:12.  Speaking of the believer’s earthly service in the kingdom Paul says, “If any man 

builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13his work will be shown for what 

it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 

man's work. 14If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he 

himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames. 1 Cor. 3:12-15 (NIV)   

 

Imagine with me if you will at a great heavenly banquet hall with Jesus at the head table.  A great throng of us 

are there because we have placed our faith in Jesus Christ.  And Jesus is there presenting awards.  And you and 

the person sitting next to you are there together.  He calls your name and gives you reward after reward after 

reward.  From the cups of cold water in Jesus name that you gave, each and every act of generosity, each and 

every prayer of intercession they are called to attention and he rewards you.  You’re getting various kinds of 

crowns, being given cities, responsibilities and so forth that are going to be yours forever in the place he has 

made for you.  It is altogether indescribable and humbling.  It is a well-done if there ever was one.  And then 

brother next to you, there name is called.  And Jesus with love and compassion, says I am so, so glad your here 

my child.  And then moves on to the next one.  No rewards, no well-done.   

 

Then when it is time to cast the crowns we have been awarded at the feet of Jesus giving all glory to Him and to 

God because it was all made possible through the cross some will enjoy the utter blessing of that because of all 

the crowns they’ve received and some will have little or nothing to thrown down.  Their lives did not generate 

that much glory for God. 

 

That is what Paul is saying.  Some are saved but “only as one escaping through the flames.”  Their life was 

spent on wood, hay and straw.  This may sound harsh and I mean for it to shake us up.  But as I said, I have 

good news for you.  You have today, and tomorrow and as many days as the Lord lets you continue to live on 

this earth and you can spend them on the line if want to.  But if we choose to spend it on wood hay and straw, 

then its nobody’s fault but our own.  God is going to be just friends.  That’s just what he is. 

 

Now, here is quick sampling of the kind of earthly service scripture says will be rewarded.  Most pertain to 

heaven some to now and later. 

 Lovingkindness toward your enemies in response to evil perpetrated against you.  (Luke 6:27-29) 

 Giving to the poor (Matt 19:21) 

 Giving in General (Luke 6:38) 
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 Compassion towards the weak (Luke 14:12-14) 

 Use of worldly wealth for evangelism (Luke 16:9) 

 Faithful Service to Christ (Matt 25:14ff, Luke 12:44; 19:17; John 12:26) 

 Humble servant leadership of the church (1 Peter 5:1-5, 1 Thes 2:19, Phil 4:1) 

 Faith (Hebrews 11) 

 Self-denial (Matt 19:27-30) 

 Earnestly seeking God (Hebrews 11:6) 

 endurance of faith in spite of suffering, persecution (Heb 10:34-36) 

 

I could go on and on and on with the list of what Jesus says will be rewarded down the road for faithful service 

to Him while he is away.  So it is in your best interest to live for the line. 

 

Faith perspective #3: Heavens rewards are meant to motivate faithful earthly service 

 

Some people think that its wrong to give money, service and such because of the rewards that are promised.  

But why would Jesus try to motivate us that way if something were wrong with it.   

 

Guess what?  Jesus made us the way we are and we were made in such a way that incentives motivate us. 

 

Aaron and Emily have been very effectively motivated to read many books by the incentive program of the Ace 

reader program.  They don’t want to stay at school the day everybody goes on the field trip to Kalahari or 

Wiley’s woods.  The incentive of rewards for a day down the road changes their behavior today.  They read 

books they would never have chosen on their own to read.  And here is the kicker.  Now that they have been 

doing this long enough they have come to enjoy reading as a love that will not likely need much motivation 

anymore.  It helped build skills and become better readers and now reading isn’t so much work it is actually fun. 

 

And that is exactly what the school wants to see happen.  Jesus is the same way.  He motivates us with rewards 

so that we will do what would not come naturally for us to do.  Being a servant, giving generously, treasuring 

up treasures in heaven do not come natural for us.  He knows that if we respond we will discover that living for 

the line is actually a better way to live our earthly lives.  We have to learn by experience for example the joy of 

giving to prove to ourselves its better than the pleasures of greed. 

 

Listen to the words of Jesus: 

 

“Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be 

poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” Luke 6:38 

 

“He who loses his life for my sake shall find it.” (Mat 16) 

Give to the poor and you shall have treasure in heaven (Matt 19:21) 

When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  Although 

they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous” (Luke 14:12-14) 

 

Very clearly Jesus is motivating you to actions he wants you to carry out and become a lifestyle with rewards he 

will give you later.  If that isn’t enough.  We read in Heb 12:3 that Jesus himself “for the joy set before him, 

endured the cross, despised the shame.”  He went through the humiliation of the cross for the joy he would have 

in sharing heaven with sinners like you me. 
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He tells us to do the same.  “Use worldly wealth the gain friends who will welcome you into eternal dwellings.”  

Luke 16:9.   

 

Conclusion: What does it then mean to live for the line?  Embrace with faith that: 

 

Heaven, not earth, is your home. 

Faithful service to Christ determines Your heavenly rewards 

Heavens rewards are meant to motivate living for the line 

 

And guess what.  Not a single person in this room is at a disadvantage.  The poorest person in the world who 

knows Jesus Christ, can use their life, their time, their behavior to generate an incredible eternity for 

themselves.  You may be disadvantaged here in some way compared to others.   

 

Skills may lack, resources may be in short supply but through giving yourself away in the kingdom of Christ 

your line is in your hands.  For the son of man is going to come in his Fathers’ glory with his angels, and then 

he will reward each person according to what he has done. (Matt 16:27) 

 

So which are you going to live for: The ball or the line! 

 

 


