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KJV – Genesis 21:12-21 

 

“Cast out This Bondwoman” 

      Last week we left off with verse thirteen, God spoke His words to Abraham and told him - Let it 
not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath 
said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 
 
     But God gave Abraham a Sovereign promise also concerning Ishmael, now to recap we will read 
again verses twelve and thirteen. 
 
Genesis 21:12-13 
 
12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy 
bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called. 

13 And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. 

     God gave Abraham a promise to watch over and protect Ishmael, the son of the bondwoman 
because God said that He would make a nation of him, because he was the seed of Abraham.  
 
     God also told Abraham to hearken unto the voice of his wife and be not grievous over the lad. 
Friends, there is a godly sorrow over sin. Ishmael was the son conceived of the lust of the flesh, yet 
Isaac was the son conceived of the promise.  
 
     Notice what the God of Heaven is doing here in giving Abraham comfort and encouragement. God 
is reminding him of what He had promised; He is reminding him of His Word. The one thing that 
will always bring God’s elect out of depression and distress is His precious Holy Word as the 
Psalmist writes. 
 
Psalm 119:24 
 
24 Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counselors. 
 
     Now this evening we begin our text in Genesis 21:14, the casting out of this bondwoman and the 
lad. A lesson to the Saints of God to remember the promises of God and don’t throw away your 
bottle, because the LORD will watch over you to fulfill His Sovereign will. It may be empty, but God 
is fully able to fill it back up. 
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Genesis 21:14-21 

14 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered 
in the wilderness of Beersheba. 

     Hagar’s plight as recorded in verses fourteen through sixteen tells us that she and her son are 
sent away to wander in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. All Hagar gets for her 28 years of service to 
Abraham and Sarah is some bread and a bottle of water. 

     The word bottle is identified in the Hebrew as the word skin. This skin bladder used to carry 
water was tied up and carried over ones back. Most would say that she departed with nothing, 
except the bread and this bottle of water. 

     However she had something far greater than this. She had the Sovereign Promise of Almighty 
God concerning her son.  

Genesis 21:15-16 

15 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. 

16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bow shot: for she said, 
Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 

     The text tells us that Hagar and her son are sent into the wilderness of Beersheba and the water 
was spent in the bottle.  

     Beersheba is a hot desert place and in such a type of environment as this one can become 
dehydrated very quickly, lose their strength and become very weak. Hagar is discouraged and fears 
the worst because of what has happened. She had become overwhelmed with the burden and 
forgotten the blessing promised of Ishmael by the Angel of the LORD just seventeen years earlier in 
Genesis chapter sixteen. 

Genesis 16:10-11 

10 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be 
numbered for multitude. 

11 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt 
call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. 

     So often in life we forget God’s promise, His everlasting covenant to His people as did Hagar in 
this situation when faced with what seemed like the end of the road. The water may have been 
spent, and the bottle may have been empty, but she still had God’s promise, and she still had the 
bottle. 

     Ishmael is about seventeen years of age when this happens. He was circumcised at the age of 13 
when Abraham was 99 and Isaac was born when Abraham was 100.  
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     So this would have put Ishmael at the age of 14. Now if we assume that the weaning feast for 
Isaac was around the age of three as in Jewish custom then we may assume that Ishmael is about 17 
years old. A young teen-aged boy whose father doesn’t want him and he is alone in the desert dying 
of thirst. 

     Hagar sits Ishmael down under shaded area or one of the shrubs and walks a good way off, about 
the distance of a bow shot, this at this time was estimated at about 100 to 125 yards. She left her 
son and walked off probably about the length of a football field away because she could not suffer to 
see the death of this child. 

     And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. This means her back was toward him 
as to not look upon him and she lifted up her voice and wept. No doubt young Ishmael weary and 
weak was also weeping. 

Genesis 21:17  

17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto 
her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. 

     What does the Hebrew name Ishmael mean? 

     The Angel of the LORD said to Hagar seventeen years earlier – thou art with child, and shalt bear 
a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. Ishmael literally 
means “God shall hear.” 

     And God does hear, He has made a promise and He is always faithful in fulfilling what He has said 
He would do.  

     The Angel of God, which is the LORD Jesus Christ, called to Hagar out of Heaven. What aileth thee, 
Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. Not that God needed to know, but 
that He is reminding Hagar here about her son and God’s Promise. Why? Because God shall hear 
and He is faithful.  

     The LORD gently reminds her here that do you remember seventeen years ago when I gave you 
the Promise and I provided water for you. Well Hagar, fear not because I am faithful and I will 
provide again. 

     God’s storehouse of blessings will never run dry; He doesn’t run low or even ration His Grace and 
Glory. But as the Apostle James writes and says – Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  

     God grants His grace and mercy in accordance to His own good pleasure and worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will.  

     Once God has declared a promise, He must fulfill it as He has spoken else He ceases to be God.  
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     Although these two were not part of the Covenant community of Israel, God would nevertheless 
beautifully superintend the circumstances in which Hagar found herself. God heard their collective 
weeping; He was fully aware of what ailed them but was ready and willing to come to their aid. 

     When we are at our lowest point it is so very easy to forget what God has declared. We must 
remember who has made us the promise, and that He is always faithful to care for His own. 

Genesis 21:18 

18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation. 

     No matter how bad the situation got, no matter how dismal things were for Hagar and Ishmael, 
they could always count on the fact that God would be true to His Word.  

     God would preserve and prosper Ishmael and make him a great nation.  

Genesis 21:19  

19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, 
and gave the lad drink. 

     If God had not opened her eyes to the water, both Hagar and Ishmael would have died.  

     Just as God physically did this for Hagar, so, as Dr. C. I. Scofield said, “the Holy Spirit opens the eyes 
of believing sinners and directs them to the water of life” (C. I. Scofield, New Scofield Reference Bible, 
Footnote #3, p. 31). 

     She may not have had bread and the water was now spent, yet God opened her eyes to a better 
and greater water source. 

Genesis 21:20 

20 And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer. 

     God was with Ishmael and God developed him. Ishmael grew and he dwelt in the wilderness. He 
became an archer, meaning that he was specifically skilled as a hunter and a warrior.  

Genesis 21:21 

21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. 

     Although Ishmael was not the seed of Promise, God still gave him many blessings. The LORD 
permitted Ishmael a wife for offspring to develop a great nation.  
 
     What the Arab nations must realize is that each and every blessing that Hagar and Ishmael ever 
received was due to the fact they were connected to Abraham. God had made Hagar a promise and 
He was faithful in fulfilling it.  
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     No matter how depressing your current circumstances may be, you can always find comfort and 
encouragement by drawing close to God and His Word.  
 
     Your bottle may be empty at times but you can rest assured that God will fill it back up. 
 
John 7:37 
 
37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink. 
 
Revelation 22:17 
 
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 
 
Psalm 23:1-6 

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; 
my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD for ever. 

 


