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Introduction – Last week we looked at Jesus on mission and now we see the 
disciples of Jesus on mission. Jesus is not only our example of gospel ministry, as 
in 9:35, He is also our Leader for gospel ministry. He gathers disciples, equips 
disciples, and sends disciples to further the reach and expand of the gospel.  
 
V1 He calls to Him His twelve disciples. At this point in Jesus’ ministry, there are 4 
groups of people that gather around Jesus. There are those who are seeking an 
occasion to accuse Jesus, there are the crowds, there are His followers, and then 
there are the twelve disciples – those whom Jesus has called to prepare to lead 
others and begin the formation of the church when Jesus returns to heaven. Here 
we see the Old Covenant era of the twelve tribes of Israel begins to give way to 
the New Covenant era with the twelve disciples. 
 
Then Jesus equips the twelve for ministry – He gives them authority to carry out 
and expand His own ministry. Note that the disciples of Jesus conduct their 
ministry on the authority given to them. Our authority to live the gospel, share 
and spread the gospel, proclaim the truth comes from the Lord. We go forward in 
His name and in His power and strength. We go forward in gospel ministry with 
confidence and assurance knowing that the authority to accomplish the mission 
comes from the Lord! We don’t change anyone, we don’t save anyone, we don’t 
build any church, but the Lord does, through His people! 
 
V5 – He sends them out. So now instead of Jesus’ ministry being found in one city 
or village at a time, it is now being spread over the entire region. This is how the 
church grows. This is how the gospel extends to the ends of the earth. This is how 
the ministry of Jesus envelopes the entire globe. He gathers, He equips, and He 
sends. In other words, God has given us as the disciples of Christ, the glorious 
privilege of sharing in His great work to save sinners and establish His church 
among every tribe, people, and tongue. Whether in our own homes and own 
communities or around the world, as we live on mission for Christ, with the 
authority of Christ, the gospel goes forward – saving souls and changing lives! 
 
 



I. A Focused Ministry (vv5-6) 
a. Now there is coming a time when Jesus will instruct His disciples to 

go into all the world – that’s Matthew 28 – that’s the Great 
Commission. But for now, Jesus instructs them to focus their ministry 
on the people of Israel.  

b. In fact, throughout the OT, the focus was primarily toward the 
Israelites, even though Gentiles were brought into the faith from 
time to time. Jesus’ ministry primarily focuses on the people of Israel, 
even though from time to time Gentiles and Samaritans are also 
brought to faith. 

c. The reason is that this is God’s plan to reach the world. Beginning 
with Abraham, God created a new people group, the Israelites. God 
promised Abraham that through him every family on earth would be 
blessed. But the blessing to all peoples would come through this new 
people that God formed from Abraham. 

d. The Law was given to Israel, the promises were made to Israel, the 
prophets were sent to Israel, the Messiah would be born from the 
line of Judah. God’s Son would be born a Jewish man. So the gospel 
would first be proclaimed and the first fruits of the gospel would 
come in Israel, and from there, would then spread to the ends of the 
earth. 

e. Romans 1:16 
f. We now live in the era of taking the gospel to the world. We live 

under the Great Commission. But even under our calling to take the 
gospel to the world, we have to focus our ministry in order to 
accomplish the ministry. 

g. Individually – I’m called to take the gospel to the world. But I can’t 
take the gospel to the world, however, I can take the gospel to one in 
the world. And if every believer would take the gospel to one in the 
world, we would in effect take the gospel to the world. 

i. Ill. Who’s Your One? 
h.  Corporately, as a church body, we can’t reach every unreached 

people group in the world, but we can focus our energy and 
resources and prayer and reach one unreached people group in the 
world. If every local church did that, we would in effect take the 
gospel to the world. 

i. Ill. Adopting an unreached people group 



II. A Pattern for Ministry (vv7-8) 
a. Notice that Jesus sends His disciples out to follow His example of 

ministry. 
b. They are to proclaim the gospel – the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Cf 4:17. In other words, the promises of God are being fulfilled right 
now. The Son of God has come. Forgiveness of sin and new life and 
eternal life are found in Christ. Repent and believe. 

i. Turn from your life of sin, turn from the empty promises of this 
world, turn from trying to save yourself, turn from making up 
your own ideas about God and salvation, repent. 

ii. Trust in the One who has come to live and die and live again on 
your behalf. Embrace Christ as your life, as your salvation, as 
your treasure, as your hope. Rest in who He is and what He has 
done. Believe. 

iii. The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
c. They are to touch the people with the love of Christ and meet needs. 

The miracles of Jesus were signs. They proved that Jesus is God. The 
miracles of the twelve disciples were also signs. They affirmed the 
message of the disciples. When the disciples would perform miracles, 
they would then point people to faith in Christ. 

d. Today, God still performs miracles through prayer and gracious 
divine intervention. But the gift of miracle-working is no longer 
present in our day. However, when we meet the needs of others, we 
can then point them to the One who is able to meet their greatest 
need. 

e. Jesus sends us today to proclaim the gospel and love people. Love 
our neighbors. Love our enemies. Give. Share. Help. Assist.  

i. Ill. Disaster Relief, Samaritan’s Purse, neighbor 
f. Gospel ministry is caring for and loving the whole person – meeting 

temporary needs and proclaiming the answer to the greatest need.  
 

III. A Mindset for Ministry (vv9-10) 
a. Practically speaking – these disciples didn’t need to pack extra 

supplies because this was a short-term assignment. 
b. Theologically speaking – this was a lesson. Jesus was teaching His 

disciples to trust God for their needs. Where God guides, He supplies. 



c. The main means of God’s provision for His people is through His 
people. 

i. Ill. Mission boards 
 

IV. Ministry Involves Reception and Rejection (vv11-15) 
a. In vv11-15 Jesus informs His disciples that they can anticipate the 

same response that Jesus Himself has received. Some will receive the 
gospel with joy, and some will reject the gospel. 

b. 11-13 – find out who is worthy in it – who rejoices and welcomes 
you. 

i. More than a saying – a prayer – Romans 1:1 
c. 14 – friends will reject you. Friends will unfriend you. Family will 

ignore you. People will cut you off. Close the door. As we carry the 
greatest news ever heard to the ones who need to hear, sadly, 
tragically, some will reject the message and therefore, they will reject 
you. 

i. We need to be reminded and be prepared for rejection. Even 
though we ourselves once rejected the gospel message, now 
having known the joy of knowing Christ, it’s hard to fathom 
why anyone would not run to Jesus! But the sad truth is that 
many run from Jesus! 

ii. Shake the dust off your feet is symbolic. Often when Israelites 
would travel through Gentile or pagan territories, they would 
shake the dust off their feet before entering into Israel. To 
keep the unclean from entering the clean. 

iii. What Jesus is saying here is that to reject the gospel, to reject 
the Lord, that is what makes one unclean. Shake the dust off 
your feet. 

iv. The implication of shaking the dust off your feet means to not 
allow rejection to stop your mission. Keep going. Don’t let fear 
of rejection keep us from sharing the gospel of life and don’t 
let the reality of rejection hinder the mission. For there are still 
those out there who will receive and rejoice if someone will 
just tell them the good news. 

v. 15 – the more light someone is given, the more responsibility 
they bear. So why go if sharing the truth might result in greater 
judgment? Because judgment is judgment. Not matter the 



severity, judgment is eternal separation from God. Because it’s 
only the truth that will set them free! 


