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Open your Bibles this morning to the fifth Psalm. Psalm 5, not chapter 5, number 5, the 
fifth Psalm. A Psalm of David. It basically is a lament. It is an imprecatory prayer. We all 
know what an imprecatory prayer is, that's where you pray not for your enemies but you 
pray against your enemies. This Psalm has in it the elements of innocence, confidence 
and prayers and from the psalmist, for the protection by a sovereign God. David is 
completely assured, he is completely trusting in the sovereign work of God. 

Notice this is another clearly defined musical Psalm. You've all got your headers in your 
Bible, right? Right underneath Psalm 5 it says, "To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth, A 
Psalm of David." Now, that is given by inspiration of God the Holy Spirit. That means 
that was in the original text. Do you know how we know that? It's done in italics. The 
title has not been added in our titles, so that was in the original text. The New American 
Standard Bible translates this as this and it gives you a little better understanding of what 
some of these words mean. "For the choir director; for flute accompaniment. A Psalm of 
David." The last one last week was stringed instruments, Psalm 4. This one here, Psalm 
5, is for the flute accompaniment. So when this Psalm was to be sung, that's right, sung, it 
was to be sung and the choir director's place of worship was to get with the flute and it 
was to be sung with flute accompaniment. This title is by divine inspiration.

David's prayers here have two major concerns that can be seen in the title and I want to 
share this with you this morning as the title of this sermon in Psalm 5 is, "Give ear to my 
words." But it can be broken down into two main requests of David: "Lord, help me and 
harm them." You say, "Ooo, Brother Doug, we're Christians. We're not supposed to pray 
like that." Well, just bear with me now. I'm going somewhere with this this morning. 

King David releases his prayers for divine intervention and imprecation upon two rounds 
of contrast which differentiate a difference between those who are God's people and those 
who are not God's people. Those who are just and those who are unjust. Those who are 
righteous and those who are wicked, because I’m going to tell you something this 
morning: God makes a difference. Not only does he make the difference, but he makes a 
difference. 
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You don't have to turn there, I just want to read you this very quickly this morning in 
Exodus 11:6 and 7. Moses writes under divine inspiration, "And there shall be a great cry 
throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any 
more. But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against 
man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the 
Egyptians and Israel." God makes a difference. There is a vast contrast between those 
who are serving the Lord and those who are not serving the Lord and I’m just going to 
say it this morning: there is no middle ground. There is no middle ground. There is no 
middle ground. People say, "Now, oh now, Brother Doug." Come on now, just bear with 
me. 

Let's read our Psalm. Psalm 5:1-12.

1  Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation. 2 Hearken 
unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray. 
3 My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I 
direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 4 For thou art not a God that 
hath pleasure in wickedness [no middle ground]: neither shall evil dwell 
with thee [no middle ground]. 5 The foolish shall not stand in thy sight [no 
middle ground]: thou hatest all workers of iniquity [no middle ground]. 6 
Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing [that means lies, falsehoods; no 
middle ground]: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man [no 
middle ground]. 7 But as for me, I will come into thy house in the 
multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy 
temple. 8 Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine 
enemies; make thy way straight before my face. 9 For there is no 
faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their 
throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue. 10 Destroy thou 
them, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the 
multitude of their transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee [no 
middle ground]. 11 But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let 
them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that 
love thy name be joyful in thee. 12 For thou, LORD, wilt bless the 
righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.

That is our text this morning. It's just sort of two rounds. David gives the first round 
dealing with intervention and he deals with the second round, dealing with imprecation. 
This message, though, has four points. Even though it's two rounds, it has four points. If 
you want to write these down, you may. Point 1 is the intervention expressed, verses 1 
through 3. Point 2 will be the intervention explained because David is intervening, verses 
4 through 8. Then we move into round two which is the imprecation expressed, verses 9 
through 10. Then the imprecation explained, verses 11 and 12.

Let's go right into our text. We've got quite a bit to cover. I want to just go right into it. 
Verses 1, 2, 3, point 1: the intervention expressed because David is intervening. He's 
calling out to the God in whom he has put his trust in. I'm going to tell you something 
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this morning: David believed with all of his heart. He was a man after God's own heart 
and the apple of God's eye. No, David was not perfect. Yes, David stumbled and made 
mistakes and he faltered and he failed many, many times, but his heart, his desire was to 
serve God and it was to please God. Even after that terrible sin with Bathsheba and that 
murder against Uriah, David cried out and he said, "Against thee and against thee only, O 
Lord, have I sinned." He never sinned toward Bathsheba. He never sinned toward Uriah. 
He sinned toward God because David knew there was no middle ground.

Here he is intervening and the intervention is expressed in verses 1 through 3, "Give ear 
to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my 
King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray. My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O 
LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up." Only Jesus 
Christ can give you that kind of peace to where you can cry out your trust is in the Lord. 
He is your rock. He is your fortress. He is your buckler. He is your shield. He is your 
high tower. He's all you need. You don't need anything else but him, bless God, and 
David says right here and he expressed his intervention. He knew God. He didn't just oiga 
or genosko God, but he had a personal intimate relationship. He had that intimacy with 
the God of heaven, the God of his creation, and yes, the God of his salvation.

Notice verse 1 says, "Give ear to my words, O LORD." How does he open up verse 2, 
"Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God." How does he open up verse 
3, "My voice shalt thou hear in the morning." David knew that his prayers were going to 
be answered. Oh, imagine the faith of that. Imagine, boy, that's what Jesus did when he 
prayed to the Father at the tomb of Lazarus. We'll cover that tonight. He went ahead and 
thanked him before he even asked him of what he was wanting. Boy, that's faith that'll 
move mountains this morning. That's the kind of faith that God wants us to have as his 
children. Just go ahead and thank him for it and then tell him what you want him to do. 
Bless God, and he'll get 'er done. He'll clear him off a piece of real estate and just get 'er 
done. This is exactly what David is asking here, "My voice shalt thou hear." 

Now, let me break it down for you in good old eastern Kentucky redneck style. People 
say, "Well, preacher, you ought not to talk like this." Do you know what King David is 
saying in eastern Kentucky layman's terms? He said, "God, you'd better hear me because 
you ain't got no choice, I'm yours." Boy, I like that. I like that. Bless God. "He has to hear 
me." Why? "For I am not my own. I've been bought with a price. I belong to him." This 
intervention expressed because, my friend, God will intervene for his own. He has no 
choice but to in order to maintain his faithfulness; in order not to violate his nature; in 
order not to violate his holiness. God will pay careful attention to those supplications of 
his suffering saints and he will not just hear with the intention of just hearing it, but God 
will hear with the intention of doing something about it.

Psalm 17:1-2 says this, keep your place in Psalm 5. I just want to share these with you. 
Psalm 17:1-2 says, "Hear the right, O LORD, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my 
prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips. Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; 
let thine eyes behold the things that are equal." Psalm 55:1-2 says this, "Give ear to my 
prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication. Attend unto me, and hear me: 
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I mourn in my complaint, and make a noise." Bless God, the psalmist knew under the 
divine inspiration of God the Holy Spirit that God will hear the prayers of his saints. He 
will intervene and let me tell you what, he will make a difference.

God will hear these prayers of the righteous but he will not just hear them just to hear 
them, but he will hear them with the intention of doing something about it and David 
knew it. Do you know what that's called? That's called assurance. Oh, that's called 
faithfulness. That's called stability. And who was his stability in? Not in himself. There 
may be a day come I may have to need something and I may have to call Brother Ted and 
Brother Ted will say, "Brother Doug, I can't make it right now. The old gout is bothering 
me or I’m down on my knees," or something, and Brother Ted might not be able to come 
to my aid and might not be able to come to help me, but let me tell you what this 
morning, it doesn't matter if Brother Ted, Brother Tom, Brother John, it doesn't matter, 
I’ve got one that I can call on 24/7 and he's always there and he's always there right on 
time and when I speak unto him, he will hear me with the intention of doing something 
about it.

Now the intervention is explained in verses 4 through 8. David said and let me tell you 
what, it just isn't anybody that can call on God like that, it isn't just anybody that can call 
on God like that. You still call on God like that and the Bible said we can approach the 
throne of grace, what? Boldly, but you had still better approach with humility and 
meekness and tenderness of heart because he is God, he isn't your buddy. He isn't your 
best friend, even though he is, but he isn't your best friend, not like you treat your best 
friend in downtown Ashland, but he's God. He is sovereign and he is holy and you need 
to approach the throne of grace boldly but you need to approach it in that holy reverential 
fear toward God.

Now, this intervention is explained, verse 4 through 8, "For thou art not a God that hath 
pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee. The foolish shall not stand in 
thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity. Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: 
the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. But as for me, I will come into thy 
house in the multitude of thy mercy," the multitude of mercy, bless God. That's what 
we've got this morning. It'll never run out even. 

"There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;
And every sinner plunged beneath that fount is cleansed from all their guilty stains."

Bless God, we've been plunged into his mercy through and by his grace. Grace is us not 
getting of us getting what we don't deserve and God's mercy is us not getting what we do 
deserve and God has a multitude of mercies for his saints this morning and it'll never run 
dry. It'll never run out and he's always faithful.

"I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship 
toward thy holy temple. Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine 
enemies; make thy way straight before my face." Now, I want to take just a moment and 
camp out here just a little bit in this section because this is the intervention explained. 
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This is what the Lord God through divine inspiration of the Lord God, the Holy Spirit, is 
having King David to write and he's explaining some things here about the holiness of 
God's nature; about the justice of God's nature. Like I told you all 4011, 4012, 4014 
times, we want to preach grace, love and mercy, but we want to negate or neglect or not 
talk about the holiness of God. 

Well, listen to what God says about it. Look at subpoint 1 under point 2: "For thou art not 
a God that hath pleasure in wickedness." Do you honestly think that Almighty God takes 
pleasure in sin? Do you think God looks down upon you and smiles and snickers and 
says, "Oh, look at that poor dummy. They don't know any better." Do you think God 
thinks you're cute this morning because you want to live the kind of life that you want to 
live and you just don't want to do any old thing and forget about the holiness of God? Do 
you think he takes pleasure in that? No sir. When he separated himself from his only 
begotten Son, when he hath made him who knew no sin to become sin for us so that we 
might be made the righteousness of God, let me tell you what, this morning if you say 
you're saved and you're living an habitual lifestyle of sin, then you're a liar and the truth 
is not in you because there is no middle ground and God will not take pleasure in 
wickedness or in sin.

Number 2, what did he say here? "Neither shall evil dwell with thee." David is speaking 
this of God. He said, "God, for thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness. 
Neither shall evil dwell with thee." No, evil with God. Do you realize that? Not only in 
his nature, not only in what he chooses to do, not only in what he purposes to do, but 
bless God, if you're evil this morning, you will not dwell with him. 

This affirmation states clearly that no evil shall dwell with the Lord God, not even an evil 
thought. Not even an evil thought. Let me tell you what, you tell me this morning that 
you can't overcome it? Well, the Bible says that when you're saved, you're filled with the 
Holy Spirit of God. You're indwelt and greater is he that is in you than he that is in the 
world. If you have a problem this morning overcoming sin, then the problem is deeper 
than what you think it is. The problem is regeneration has never occurred. You have yet 
to be born again.

Number 2: the foolish. "The foolish shall not stand in thy sight." God says, "The fool hath 
said in his heart, there is no God." Now, there are people that are foolish today and still 
claiming that there's a God. You say, "I don't get it, Brother Doug." Well, you know, I 
didn't either until about six o'clock yesterday afternoon when I was working on this and 
the Lord just kind of showed me a little something. If you are living a lifestyle of sin but 
yet you claim to know God or you claim that there is a God, well, let me tell you what: 
you really don't know God, not in the sense of knowing him. So until you know him in 
that intimate relationship, you are a fool because you have said in your heart, "There is no 
God." Because when you know him, when you know him, you will not only believe in 
him but you will serve him. 

"The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God." What did Jeremiah 6:16 say? "Thus 
saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the 
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good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will 
not walk therein." Psalm 24:3-5 says, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or 
who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart," listen to 
this. You want to get to heaven? Here's how you've got to get to heaven this morning, 
"He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness 
from the God of his salvation." That right there tells me those are the only people that are 
going to be able to ascend, but bless God this morning, I know I can't meet that criteria. 
That's why "he hath made him who knew no sin to become sin for us so that we might be 
made the righteousness of God through him," and now he gives me the righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and when I am made to know that, I’m changed. I'm different. I'm a 
new creature, a new creation in Christ Jesus. "Behold, all the former things have passed 
away. Behold, all things become new." Now I know him. I love him. I worship him and I 
serve him. Am I always going to be perfect? Never. Not until I put off this old flesh. Oh, 
but bless God, I know my heart is right and now that I know my heart is right, my 
eternity is right.

Number 4: "Thou hatest all workers of iniquity." He said, "You hate all workers of 
iniquity." "Now, wait a minute. You mean, Brother Doug, God hates?" Oh yeah, God 
hates. It is here. We have the Bible saying that God hates something and then everybody 
love, love, love. Oh, God is love but God is more than just love, God is holy; God is 
merciful; God is gracious; God is justice; God is sovereign. But let me tell you what it 
said here, "That thou hatest all workers of iniquity." Iniquity, what is iniquity? Iniquity is 
getting off the path and doing your own thing. What is sin? Sin is missing the mark. 
You've shot the arrow at the target, harmatia, but the arrow fell short. It missed the mark 
and Paul tells us that "all have sinned and come short of the glory of God."

What does the fifth one say here of this section? "Thou shalt destroy them that speak 
leasing," or falsehood or lies. God is saying that he will vindicate us. He will vindicate 
your prayers. He will vindicate your situation. He will vindicate against those people who 
have spoken badly against you and cast lies and falsehoods against you. Why? Because 
you are his. You've been bought with a price. You're not your own and you don't take 
matters into your own hands, bless God. You let the Lord take care of it and God will 
vindicate you even against those liars. Even against those people who lie against you.

You say, "I don't believe that, Brother Doug." Revelation 21:8-9 says, "But the fearful, 
and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death. And there came unto me one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, 
Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife." Oh, the Lamb's wife is secure. 
Bless God, she's been selected. She's been sanctified. She's been sealed because she's 
been saved, bless God, through and by the power of God and God will hear her prayers.

Sixthly, "the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man." God reveals his perfect 
standard of justice here, not only in these verses in principle but, bless God, in practice 
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too. And David said, "Lord, destroy my enemies. Take care of work for me, Lord. Make 
it happen, captain." Bless God, God will get 'er done too and don't take matters into your 
own hand, the Lord will take care of it for you. Who knows, you may lead your enemy to 
the Lord before this thing is all over. Bless God. Yeah, your enemy might get saved and 
then your enemies make you a brother through and by the grace of God. You say, "I don't 
know about that." Hey, hey, he did it for you didn't he? Were you worthy? Did you 
deserve it? Bless God. Where this is much forgiven, much grace must be given and the 
more you've got, bless God, the more you can give. 

Now let's keep on moving. The imprecation expressed, verses 9 and 10, "For there is no 
faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open 
sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue. Destroy thou them, O God." David said, 
"Destroy them, let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their 
transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee." Now, this might be a little comical to 
some of you older folks. You might know what I’m talking about. Have y'all ever heard 
of that hoof and mouth disease that cattle used to get? It used to be called a disease that 
went around and they got what was called hoof and mouth disease, but this is what David 
is talking about here in this text. I want you to notice what he says. This is his 
imprecatory prayer expressed and verse 9 speaks of the hoof problem but it also speaks of 
the mouth problem because that is man's main problem, it's his mouth, alright? It isn't his 
feet. Your walk or your talk will control your walk, not the other way around. Your talk 
will control your walk. What comes out of your mouth, bless God, that's part of your 
witness. That's part of your life. 

That's part of your testimony so just bear with me while I cover this. "For there is no 
faithfulness in their mouth." That's what the psalmist said.  "Their inward part is very 
wickedness." That's what the psalmist said. He also said, "their throat is an open 
sepulchre." Do you know what a sepulchre is? It's a grave with a dead, rotting corpse in 
it. 

"Their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue." This is called hoof and 
mouth disease. That's what it's called right there. That's what David is teaching here, the 
mouth and mouth disease because your talk will control your walk. Jesus even spoke and 
he said these words in Luke 6:45, "A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh." 
You want to know what's in somebody's heart, just listen to them talk long enough and if 
you can't figure it out, then you need to do an examination with the heart doctor yourself. 
"But those things which proceed of a mouth come forth from the heart and they defile the 
man," Matthew 15?18. "The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, 
who can know it?" Jeremiah 17:9. David says the problem with their walk is their talk. 
Your mouth will direct your hoof, the hoof and mouth disease.

Psalm 5:10, what does David say? He says, "Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by 
their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; for they have 
rebelled against thee." Here David's imprecatory prayer is expressed to the very next 
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level. He's not wishing to take matters into his own hands but he's saying, "God, there's 
my enemy. I'm not trusting in any man and I’m not fearing them, but I’m placing them in 
your hands. Take care of them, Lord. I've done all I can. I've prayed for them and prayed 
for them and I’ve witnessed to them and now I’m turning them over to you, Lord."

"Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the 
multitude of their transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee." People says, "Well, 
how in the world can a sane person pray like that? That just ain't right. That's just wrong." 
Revelation 6:9, 10, 11, write these down, "And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 
And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled." Let me tell you what, it's better to pray 
like David, it's better to pray like these saints here in Revelation, it's better to pray an 
imprecatory prayer and turn them over to God than it is to take matters into your own 
hands because when you do, you have violated God's sovereign purpose and his 
sovereign will because God has clearly said, "Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord."

David prays for just ends of the wicked according to God's revealed standard, according 
to his holy justice that is clearly outlined in God's law. In the book of Deuteronomy, what 
does it say? "If there be a contrast between men and they come unto judgment and that 
the judges may judge them, then they shall justify the righteous and condemn the 
wicked," Deuteronomy 21:1. God has a holy, moral standard that he will use to judge.

Last point, you ought to say, "Praise the Lord." Here we are, last point: the imprecation 
explained. Oh, this is my favorite part right here and that doesn't mean because we're 
almost done. Oh, this is where I can apply all this to my day-to-day life and I can walk in 
the strength and the power and the might and the spirit of Almighty God, resting in full 
assurance in him and not in myself.

The imprecation explained, verses 11 and 12, "But let all those that put their trust in thee 
rejoice." When was the last time you had a good rejoicing spell, huh? When is the last 
time you had a good old rejoicing spell? "But let all those that put their trust in thee 
rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them." Oh, the Lord is my 
defender. "Let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee." Do you love him this 
morning? Then be joyful in him. If you're in him, then that means he's in you and you've 
got a reason to be joyous, you've got a reason to shout for evermore. "For thou, LORD, 
wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield." Oh, I like 
that, let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice. 

What did Paul say in Philippians 4:4-8? He said, "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I 
say, Rejoice. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful 
for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 
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understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things." 

You say, "How can I apply that to my life?" Don't worry about getting even with 
somebody who turned up who harmed you, just turn them over to the Lord and rejoice 
always. I say again rejoice. Think on these things. Don't think on getting payback. Don't 
think on getting vengeance. Why? God doesn't get any honor and glory out of that. 
You're violating his will. He said, "Vengeance is mine." He said, "Give them to me. I'll 
take care of them."

"But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because 
thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee." What did David 
say in the last verse here, "For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous." He will bless you 
this morning, bless God. Do you believe that? Do you have that full assurance? Do you 
believe he will answer your prayer? Do you believe he's standing there waiting on you to 
call on him? The Bible said, "The effectual fervent prayers of a righteous man availeth 
much." James also said, "You have not because you ask not."

"For thou wilt bless the righteous with favor, wilt thou compass him as with a shield." 
What did he tell old Abram, "And after these things the word of the Lord came unto 
Abram saying, Fear not, Abram, I am thy shield and thy exceedingly great reward." 

What does verse 12 show us? Verse 12 shows us that God will hear the prayers of his 
people. Verse 12 tells me that God does put a difference. Just like he did down in Egypt, 
bless God, he'll do it right here in America. Trust in him. God will put the difference. 
Amen.

What else does it show me? It shows me the faithfulness of the God that I’m serving. I 
don't have to trust in anybody else. I don't have to trust in anything. From what type of 
government agency could you get that kind of promise? From what type of bank or 
financial institution could you get those kind of dividends or that kind of reward? From 
what kind of church organization or religious denomination could you get that kind of 
promise and assurance? None, my friend, but oh, we've got it from Christ this morning. 
We've got it from Jesus and he said right here, he said, "For thou, LORD, will bless the 
righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield." Bless God, he saved you. 
He has called you. He has sealed you. He has chosen you for his sovereign purpose to be 
holy as he is holy.

"Come ye out from among them and be ye a separated people. Thus saith the Lord, touch 
not the unclean thing." Why? Because there is no middle ground. I'm just going to tell 
you: either you're saved or you're lost. There is no straddling the fence. There is no, "I'm 
saved on Sunday." Well, do you know what? If you're saved on Sunday, you'll be saved 
midnight Saturday night before that next Sunday rolls around, bless God? When you're 
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saved, you're saved, bless God. And if you are saved and you know you're saved and 
you're really saved, you'll act like you're saved.

There is no other hope in any other promise that man can give outside of the grace of 
God. That is it. None but in Christ and Christ alone. Only in him can you have that 
promise. Only in him can you have that promise that he's going to take you all the way to 
the other side.

In closing, I want to share these with you. I didn't write the text down, I’m sorry, I just 
wrote the verse down. Christ told Moses, what did he tell Moses? He said this, "Be strong 
and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that 
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." That's what Jesus told Moses. 
What did Jesus tell Joshua? "There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee." Do you get the picture this morning? What did he tell Isaiah? "When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 
the flame kindle upon thee."

Oh, let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice. Let him shout forevermore. Knowing 
this, we should rejoice. We've got something to rejoice about. But here's for you this 
morning in closing, this is what he told us. I told you what he told Moses. I told you what 
he told Abram. He said, "Abram, fear not. And after these things the word of the Lord 
came unto Abram saying, Fear not. I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward." He 
told Moses. He told Joshua. He told Isaiah. He said, "I'll be with you. I won't fail you. 
And I will not forsake you." The writer under divine inspiration that wrote the book of 
Hebrews, whoever it was, he quoted those verses and said, "Jesus Christ will never leave 
you. He'll never forsake you. But he'll go with always even unto the end of the world," 
and bless God, he's not going to get mad at you and change his mind because Hebrews 
also said, "He's the same yesterday, today and forevermore." He said in Malachi 3:6, "For 
I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." 

But what has he told you if he's in you and you're in him this morning? Romans 8:31, 
"What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God 
that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." David 
knew what was coming, that's why David could say, "Lord, give ear to my words. Lord, 
hear my prayer." Why? Redneck eastern Kentucky term, "You ain't got no choice 
because I’m yours. You bought and paid for me, now you've got to take care of me. As a 
matter of fact, you adopted me too." Bless God. I'm in the family now. I'm sitting at the 
table where all the saints are fed with the honey bread of heaven. 

He makes intercession for us, verse 35, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
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As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. Nay, in all these things," listen to this this morning. This is what God has 
told you. "Nay, in all things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us." 
Why? Because he said, "I am the good shepherd and the good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep." No man took his life. He said, "I have power to lay it down and I have power 
to take it up again. He made him who knew no sin to become sin for me." 

I don't know about you, but I know mine was there that day at Calvary, bless God. I was 
bought and paid for. Everything that stood in offense toward me was nailed to his cross 
and through and by the birth of God from above, the Holy Spirit, the regenerating work 
of God, I have been made to know that. I have been born again. I have been changed and 
now I love him because he first loved me and I know that I’m more than conquerors 
through him. Through him.

"Who shall separate us from that love?" Oh, nobody. Nobody. Verse 38, Paul said, "I am 
convinced." Paul said, "I'm 100% persuaded." He said, "I am totally convinced." "For I 
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in," who? Princess Chapel? No. The 
Baptist faith? No. The way you were brought up, what you were taught? No. "In Christ 
Jesus our Lord." It didn't say Savior, did it? It said Lord. Do you know why? Because 
when you've been made to know all of this, there will be no middle ground because he 
will be your Lord. You will serve him. You will worship him. You will praise him. Will 
you always be perfect? No you won't, but that desire will be to serve him.

The Bible said that Lot was a just man and the Bible said that just man down in Sodom 
vexed his righteous soul. Do you know what the word "vexed" means? Look it up, do a 
study on it one time over there in Peter where it talked about "vexed his righteous soul 
with their filthy living." Do you know what that means? That means it tore Lot up to be 
living in Sodom. Why? He was not his own. The Bible said he was just, he was righteous 
and it vexed his righteous soul to be there. Let me tell you what, if you're sinning and 
you're not torn up from the floor up about it, then you're not his. That's the bottom line, 
you're still lost. You have not yet been born of God. If you can do these things and not 
have any remorse, not have any conviction, not have any chastisement with the power 
and the Spirit of God upon you, then you are still lost. You might have a dose of religion, 
but you don't have a relationship that stems from salvation.

Let's bow our heads.
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