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Matthew 6:7-9 “And when you pray, do not heap
up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they
think that they will be heard for their many
words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him. 9 Pray
then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed
be your name.

Luke 18:1 And he told them a parable to the
effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.

Romans 8:26 & 27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in
our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And
he who searches hearts knows what is the mind
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God.

. An Urgent Plea (v1)
A. God Who hears and answers.

Exodus 3:7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely
seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt
and have heard their cry because of their
taskmasters. | know their sufferings,

Psalm 116:1 I love the Lord, because he has
heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.

2 Chronicles 7:13 & 14 When I shut up the
heavens so that there is no rain, or command the
locust to devour the land, or send pestilence
among my people, 14 if my people who are called
by my name humble themselves, and pray and
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then [ will hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and heal their land.

Jeremiah 33:3 Call to me and I will answer you,
and will tell you great and hidden things that you
have not known.

[saiah 49:8 Thus says the Lord: “In a time of
favor | have answered you; in a day of salvation I

have helped you; I will keep you and give you as
a covenant to the people, to establish the land, to
apportion the desolate heritages,

Matthew 6:7 & 8 “And when you pray, do not
heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for
they think that they will be heard for their many
words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.
Isaiah 59:1 & 2 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull,
that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities have
made a separation between you and your God,
and your sins have hidden his face from you so
that he does not hear.

1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, husbands, live with your
wives in an understanding way, showing honor
to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they
are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that
your prayers may not be hindered.

B. God of my righteouness.

1 Corinthians 1:30 & 31 And because of him you
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom
from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

Isaiah 64:6 We have all become like one who is
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Psalm 17:15 As for me, I shall behold your face in
righteousness; when I awake, [ shall be satisfied
with your likeness.

C. God of all grace.



1 Peter 5:10 & 11 And after you have suffered a
little while, the God of all grace, who has called
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
11 To him be the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

James 4:8-10 Draw near to God, and he will
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let
your laughter be turned to mourning and your
joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the
Lord, and he will exalt you.

2 Corinthians 12:8 & 9 Three times I pleaded
with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.
9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore [ will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.

[I. A Moving Argument (v2-5)
A. Torment from enemies.

1 Peter 4:12-14 Beloved, do not be surprised at
the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were
happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you
share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14
If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God
rests upon you.

Luke 6:27-31 “But I say to you who hear, Love
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28
bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who
takes away your cloak do not withhold your
tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from
you, and from one who takes away your goods
do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish
that others would do to you, do so to them.

B. The difference between the godly and ungodly.

Luke 6:35 & 36 But love your enemies, and do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of
the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful

and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father
is merciful.

2 Timothy 3:12 & 13 Indeed, all who desire to
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
13 while evil people and impostors will go on
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
Matthew 7:15-20 “Beware of false prophets,
who come to you in sheep’s clothing but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will
recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?
17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but
the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased
tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their
fruits.

C. A call to repent.

James 1:19-21 Know this, my beloved brothers:
let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak,
slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not
produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore
put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness
and receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is able to save your souls.

Ephesians 4:26 & 27 Be angry and do not sin; do
not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and
give no opportunity to the devil.

2 Timothy 3:16 & 17 All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 2:25 & 26 correcting his opponents
with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth,
26 and they may come to their senses and escape
from the snare of the devil, after being captured
by him to do his will.

Romans 12:19-21 Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it
is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says
the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



Romans 8:35-37 Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we
are being killed all the day long; we are regarded
as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us.

D. A call to faith.

Romans 10:11-13 For the Scripture says,
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

[II. An Expression of Confidence (v6-8)
A. God’s word counters the words of men.

Numbers 6:22-27 The Lord spoke to Moses,
saying, 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,
Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you
shall say to them, 24 The Lord bless you and
keep you; 25 the Lord make his face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the Lord lift
up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
27 “So shall they put my name upon the people
of Israel, and I will bless them.”

Daniel 9:17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to
the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for
mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make your
face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is
desolate.

B. Joy is greater than pleasure.

Nehemiah 8:10 Then he said to them, “Go your
way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for
this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be
grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Psalm 16:11 You make known to me the path of
life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at
your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

[saiah 12:3 With joy you will draw water from
the wells of salvation.

Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again
[ will say, rejoice.

C. Peace is the bottom line.

Philippians 4:6 & 7 do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Psalm 119:165 Great peace have those who love
your law; nothing can make them stumble.
I[saiah 48:17 & 18 Thus says the Lord, your
Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord
your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads
you in the way you should go. 18 Oh that you had
paid attention to my commandments! Then your
peace would have been like a river, and your
righteousness like the waves of the sea;

John 16:33 I have said these things to you, that in
me you may have peace. In the world you will
have tribulation. But take heart; [ have overcome
the world.”

Hebrews 12:14 Strive for peace with everyone,
and for the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord.



