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THE CALL OF MATTHEW  

› Matthew 9:9–13 (2016 ESV) — 9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man 
called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And 
he rose and followed him. 10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, 
behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus 
and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But 
when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and 
not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Over the past several weeks we’ve seen Jesus demonstrating His power over all 
sorts of things: leprosy, paralysis, fever, demons, nature, men, and even the 
guilt of sin. But Jesus isn’t done. In our passage today we see Him exercising 
sovereign authority over spiritual death itself, as He calls Matthew to eternal life. 

 

TRANSITION: Here’s the summary of Matthew 9:9. Jesus is leaving the house 
where He healed the paralytic. He sees Matthew sitting at the tax booth. He does 
not invite, but commands Matthew, “follow Me.” Matthew immediately obeys 
and follows Him. 

 

JESUS CALLS MATTHEW 

 

› Matthew 9:9 (2016 ESV) — 9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man 
called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And 
he rose and followed him. 
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In order to understand what’s happening we need to clarify what it means to be 
a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 

There are some who believe that while all disciples are Christians, not all 
Christians are disciples. In other words, they view being a disciple as voluntarily 
taking on an extra level of devotion. That’s not true. 

 

Let’s talk about the words “Christian” and “disciple” as we find them in the 
Bible. 

 

CHRISTIAN 

 

The term “Christian” did not exist for several years after the completion of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

 

It is first used in Acts 11:26, 10 or 15 years after the birth of the church. Believers 
had moved out of Jerusalem because of increasing persecution, and set up base 
in Antioch. Their hunger to be like Jesus was clear to everyone, and they began 
to be insultingly called ‘Christians,’ which means ‘little Christs.’ It was not a term 
of respect or affection; it was more along the lines of “Jesus freak.” 

 

Later on Herod Agrippa uses the word “Christian” when he says to Paul, “Do you 
think a brief conversation will make me a ‘Christian’, a ‘Jesus freak’?” (Acts 
26:28). 
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Finally, Peter uses it in First Peter 4:16 when he speaks of believers being 
insulted and abused by the world: “Yet if anyone suffers as a ‘Christian’ – if they 
dismiss and abuse him as a ‘Jesus freak’ – let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in that name.” In other words, if you are insulted for being a ‘Jesus 
freak,’ don’t react negatively; use it as an opportunity to glorify Christ. 

 

DISCIPLE 

 

If “Christian” did not exist until years after Jesus’ ministry, what were believers 
called? Disciples. 

 

A disciple is one who follows a master. Their goal is not just to learn facts, but to 
learn how to think and reason and even live like the master. Lots of people and 
groups had disciples: John the Baptist did (Luke 7:18), the Pharisees did 
(Matthew 22:16), and even Saul of Tarsus did before his conversion (Acts 9:25). 

 

Ultimately, being a disciple of Jesus Christ means seeking to be like Him in every 
way. Again, that’s why the word ‘Christian’ was invented in Antioch. Disciples of 
Jesus Christ made it clear to everyone that their aim was to be like Jesus in 
every way possible. 

 

SAINTS 
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Now, if you look in the epistles – from Romans to Revelation – you won’t find the 
word “disciples” used at all, not even once. Believers in Jesus Christ became 
known as ‘saints,’ which means set apart. God the Father set apart His people 
from the world when He elected them to salvation in eternity past. God the Son 
set apart those whom the Father chose by dying in their place and giving them 
His righteousness. The Holy Spirit sets apart those whom the Father has chosen, 
and for whom the Son died, by actually regenerating them, converting them, 
causing them to be born again, and making them His home. 

 

We mainly see the word “saints” in the greetings in Paul’s letters, but even those 
brief statements tell us quit a bit about what it means to be a saint. 

 

Romans 1:7 (2016 ESV) 

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints 

 

We are not saints because of our good behavior, but because of God’s love for 
us. Called to be saints doesn’t mean that God wants us to act like saints, but 
that He called us into order to make us saints. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:2 (2016 ESV) 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

 

Saints aren’t really special Christians, super-Christians, but all those who are 
sanctified in Jesus Christ, all those who call upon the name of Jesus, regardless 
of where – or when – they live. 

 

Ephesians 1:1 (2016 ESV) 
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To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

 

Saints, by definition, are faithful in Christ Jesus; they are devoted to Him. Our 
faith is not perfect, and at times we struggle, but we remain in Christ. 

 

Philippians 1:1 (2016 ESV) 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and 
deacons: 

 

Saints are not just the pastors and elders and deacons in the church, those with 
a recognized position or ministry, but everyone who is in Christ. 

 

Colossians 1:2 2016 ESV 
To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father. 

 

No one is a saint in isolation; when we are joined with Christ, we are also joined 
with one another, and become part of a single spiritual family in Christ. 

 

Jude 3 2016 ESV 
Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, 
I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was 
once for all delivered to the saints. 

 

What we believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the whole Scripture, was not 
given to “the church” as some kind of indefinable, mysterious body, but to every 
and all Christians, in every place, and in every time. The Scriptures are given to 
YOU; the doctrines of God are given to YOU. 
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TRANSITION: So, looking at Matthew 9:9, what is Jesus calling him to? 

 

WHAT DOES JESUS CALL MATTHEW TO? 

 

He isn’t calling him to a higher level of commitment; Matthew had zero 
commitment to Jesus prior to this. We know this because when Jesus heals the 
paralytic, Matthew is sitting at his tax booth, carrying on business as usual. 
Capernaum was a small village of just a few acres. It was a smaller enough place 
that, when the crowds flooded into and around the house where Jesus was, 
where He healed the paralytic, the whole village would have known about it. 
Matthew wasn’t there in the house; he was sitting in his tax booth, conducting 
business as usual. 

 

So, what does Jesus call Matthew to? Look at how Matthew frames the story: 

 

› Matthew 9:9 (2016 ESV) — 9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man 
called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And 
he rose and followed him. 

 

That final phrase might sound familiar; if not, look at Matthew 9:6-7: 

 

› Matthew 9:6–7 (2016 ESV) — 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, 
pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went home. 
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Jesus commanded the paralytic, “Rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” We 
would say that was an effectual command. Jesus did not merely speak with 
authority; He acted with authority. Jesus did not wait for this man to ask for 
physical healing, and the man was not given the opportunity to refuse his 
healing. The paralytic was healed in that moment, and his healing was evident 
to all; he rose and went home. 

 

Jesus commanded Matthew, “Follow Me.” This was an equally effectual 
command. Jesus did not merely speak with authority; He acted with authority. 
Jesus did not wait for Matthew to ask for eternal life, and Matthew was not given 
the opportunity to refuse eternal life. Matthew was spiritually converted in that 
moment, and his conversion was evident to all; he rose and followed Jesus. 

 

So the call of Matthew is a picture of conversion, of rebirth, of regeneration. The 
moment Jesus spoke, Matthew was born again, just as surely as the moment 
Jesus spoke, the paralytic was physically healed. 

 

Jesus’ command was an effectual command; it produced a real, measurable 
result. In that moment Matthew’s heart was softened; he received the gift of 
saving faith; his sins were taken away in Christ; his sinful flesh was put to death; 
he received the life of the Lord within him; he repented of his sins, literally 
leaving his old life behind; and, he became obedient to the Lord, following Him. 

 

P A S T O R A L    E X H O R T A T I O N. This is what it means to be born again. 

 

The Father chose those who are in Christ before creation; He sealed their names 
in the Lamb’s book of life (Revelation 13:8, 17:8). 

 

At a moment of human history the Son died on the cross to redeem those 
chosen by the Father. 
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At various moments of human history the Holy Spirit effectually brings us out of 
the world, regenerating us. In that moment of time our hard hearts are softened, 
our unbelief is replaced by saving faith, our sins are utterly forgiven in Christ, 
our sinful flesh is crucified with Jesus, and we are raised with Jesus to new life. 
The first thing we know about any of this is when we believe in Jesus, but the 
work has already begun at that point. Our first cry of faith is for salvation, and 
our first act of faith is to turn away from sin, and toward the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the obedience of new life. 

 

Salvation is not a matter of joining a church. It is not a matter of doing certain 
good works. It is a powerful work of God that causes sinners to be eternally 
reconciled to Him. 

 

Does this happen against our will? Well, that’s a tricky question. 

 

There is a sense in which salvation IS against our will. That’s because we are 
dead in our sins. Being dead in sin doesn’t mean we can’t respond to God at all; 
it means we can’t respond RIGHTLY to God. We can only respond to Him with 
rebellion and sin and unbelief. We can’t respond to God in faith and hope when 
we are spiritually dead. If God did not save sinners against their will, no one 
would never be saved, period. 
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At the same time, the first thing that the Lord does is give us new, softened, 
willing hearts. He wakes us from death in order to give us life. From that 
moment on we long, with every fiber of our being, to be made right with Him. 
The faith that He gives us cries out to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. He 
forgives our sin. He gives us His righteousness. He puts our sinful flesh to death. 
He fills us with life. He gives us the gift of repentance, and we turn away from 
our sins and toward Him. All this happens in an instant, faster than the blink of 
an eye. That’s why some assume that, when faith appeared within them, it was 
their faith, and He responded to them by saving them. The truth is far lovelier; 
the Lord granted them all things pertaining to life and godliness, from the very 
first. 

 

BRINGING IT HOME 

 

None of us remember being physically born. That’s understandable; it was a 
long time ago, and we were awfully young, after all. But it still happened, 
obviously. Your mother went through labor, whether long or short. It might have 
been quick and relatively smooth, or you might have been born by C-section, 
with a lot of trauma. Some were perfectly healthy at the moment of birth; others 
had issues that needed immediate attention. But, obvious as it is, and as dumb 
as it sounds, every living person was physically born. 

 

In a similar way, everyone in Christ was spiritually born again. Some of us do 
remember when it happened; others don’t. But if your faith is in Jesus, if He is 
your hope, if your devotion is first given to Him, then you have obviously been 
born again. Some had a relatively straightforward, quick conversion. Others 
experienced pain and trauma in the process. But, as before, as obvious as it is, 
everyone in Christ has been born again. 
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And, just as with physical birth, we ourselves had little to do with it. We weren’t 
invited to be physically born, and given the opportunity to say yes or no. Neither 
are we invited to be born again. A natural process was carried out in our 
physical births; a spiritual process was carried out in our conversions. 

 

If you are not in Christ, then He has not yet called you into eternal life. But, His 
command to repent of your sins and believe the Gospel remains. If you find 
yourself realizing that you need to repent, and believing that Jesus is your only 
hope, then He is at work in you this very moment. If not – if you think that what 
I’m saying is nonsense – then we who know the Lord can only ask Him to show 
you His grace and mercy. You do not have the power to change your own nature, 
your own heart. 

 

If you are in Christ, then you are in Him because He called you, effectually, into 
eternal life. He did that for the sake of His love. Now that you have been born 
again, you will not be abandoned by Him. He will not let you go. He will preserve 
you according to the will of the Father. All things must now work together for 
your salvation. The Lord who called you will keep you. 

 

 

 

 

 


