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Romans 10:18-21 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 69 

Introduction: 
 

     The last lesson we covered in Romans, we dealt with Romans 10:10-17 of the Apostle 
Paul’s letter to the Romans. Paul gave us an inverted order or the chronological process from 
a human perspective as to how God saves men.  
 
Romans 10:10-17 
 
10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. 
 

11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him. 
 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
 

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.1 

 

     May we review this chronological process from the human perspective, to see the great 
importance of the gospel and our command to fulfill the great commission?  
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:10-17. 
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     In verse 11, Paul is quoting from the Old Testament book of Isaiah. The various 
translations are as follows:  
 

1. Romans 10:13-14a - God saves through faith – For “whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? 2 
 
Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in the Person of Christ alone. One call 
unto Christ in faith and repentance. Therefore, such a call will be a call of trust in the 
person they are calling upon. People will call on Jesus to save them only if they believe 
He can do so.  Therefore, this call must be a call of faith and trust in the Christ. 

 
2. Romans 10:14b - God saves through hearing the good news message - and how shall 

they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 3 
 

The Gospel message of God’s grace is not a secret to be hoarded on to. It is a message 
of power that must be heard. It is that glorious good news to be heralded.  
 

3. Romans 10:14c - God saves through a preacher - and how shall they hear without a 
preacher? 4 
 
Paul is speaking of preacher that is sent by God. The word “sent” is one from which 
we get our word “apostle.” The word carries with it the idea of some official or 
authoritative person dispatching or sending someone out for service.5 God is the one 
who officially and authoritatively calls a preacher and dispatches him or sends him 
some specific place to preach. 

 
     There are some clear distinct characteristics of a true gospel preacher.  
 

- A true preacher of the gospel preaches Christ. (Romans 10:14) ‘How then will they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching?’6 
 

__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:10-17. 
 
2 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 10:13-14a. 
 
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:14b. 
 
4 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 10:14c. 
 
5 G. Abbott-Smith, Abbott-Smith’s Manuel Greek Lexicon of the New Testament, (New York, NY: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons Publishing, 1922), 54. 
 
6 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 10:14. 
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- A true preacher of the gospel is sent by God. (Romans 10:15a) ‘And how shall they 
preach, except they be sent?’7 

 
- A true preacher of the gospel is beautiful to God and to the hearers that believe. 

(Romans 10:15b) ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 
Who bring glad tidings of good things!’8 

 

- A true preacher of the gospel is unpopular with most. (Especially with the natural, 
unregenerate man). (Romans 10:16) ‘But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?’9 

 

     Paul closes this section with a powerful verse to show us the importance of the gospel as 
he writes, ‘So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.’10 Therefore, God 
saves by grace through faith, and justification is by faith alone; and such saving faith comes 
through and by the hearing of the Word of God, why are so many churches promoting 
manmade ideas to get people interested to believe.  
 
     What is it church that produces faith in salvation? It is the Word of God. So what should 
our church continued to do to get people to believe? 
 

• Maybe we should try a newer approach to reach people to generate faith to believe. 
 

• Maybe we can try some sort of fantastic gimmicks to draw their attention to Jesus to 
generate faith to believe. 

 

• Maybe we should find a famous athlete, movie star or celebrity and can influence the 
people because of their name and popularity to generate faith to believe. 

 

• Maybe we can try the psychological approach to reach the emotions of the fallen man. 
 

• Maybe entertainment, music or programs can cause to generate faith to believe. 
 

     You see the circumstances and times may change, but there is one thing that will stand 
true forever – faith comes through hearing of God’s Word. So the greatest thing that this 
church, or any church for that matter can do to ensure the saving faith is generated for people 
to believe and be saved is to always make sure that God’s Word is clearly, carefully, and 
accurately preached.  
 

     Because when people come to church and hear God’s Word accurately proclaimed; faith 
is being produced. Yet these things occurred within Israel and they still failed to believe. This 
is being done today, abroad and men still fail to believe. This is where Paul builds the case 
for their condemnation. 
__________________________________________ 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:15. 
 
8 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 10:15b. 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:16. 
 
10 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 10:17. 
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Romans 10:18-21 
 
18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world. 
 

19 But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that 
are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. 
 

20 But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made 
manifest unto them that asked not after me. 
 

21 But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and 
gainsaying people.11 
 
     The Apostle Paul, closes this chapter with how unbelievers respond to the message of 
truth. Because as seen from our closing text, that there are three main responses of the 
unbeliever. 
 
Response – 1 - They respond by hearing:  
 
Romans 10:18 
 
18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world.12 
 
     However, a man does not have to necessarily hear and then reject to be guilty before God. 
In fact, he can live his entire life, never hear the gospel and still die in unbelief and be guilty 
before God.  
 

- Psalm 19:1-3 – ‘The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth His 
handiwork. 2 Day upon day uttereth speech, and night upon night showeth knowledge. 
3 There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard.’13 
 

- Romans 1:18-20 – ‘For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that 
which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 
20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that 
they are without excuse.’14 

__________________________________________ 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:18-
21. 
 
12 Ibid., Romans 10:18. 
 
13 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Psalm 19:1-3. 
 
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:18-
20. 
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     Unbelievers do come and listen, but the problem for the unbeliever is not hearing. Paul 
spoke of God’s general revelation from Romans 1, and David wrote of such revelation from 
Psalm 19. Therefore, the problem is not in the hearing.  
 
 
Response – 2 - They respond by knowing: 
 
     The Jews knew of God’s plan and program for salvation. Even then and now today, the 
unbelieving Gentile have knowledge of God.  
 
Romans 10:19-20 
 

19 But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that 
are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. 
 

20 But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made 
manifest unto them that asked not after me.15 
 
     Israel had no excuse because they did in fact have complete knowledge of God’s plan.  
Paul explained the knowledge that the Jew had from Romans 9:4 as he writes, ‘Who are 
Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 16 
 

     Israel had all these blessings and the complete knowledge of them: 
 

• Blessing 1 – Israel had the Adoption:  
• Blessing 2 – Israel had the Glory:  
• Blessing 3 – Israel was given the Covenants:  
• Blessing 4 – Israel was given the Law:  
• Blessing 5 – Israel had the service of God:  
• Blessing 6 – Israel had the Promises:   
• Blessing 7 – Israel had the fathers.   
• Blessing 8 – Israel had the Christ / the Messiah:   

 

     Israel also knew of God plan for the Gentiles as Paul tells us from Romans 10:19-20.  
 
     In verse 19, Paul is quoting Moses – ‘They have moved Me to jealousy with that which is 
not God; they have provoked Me to anger with their vanities. And I will move them to 
jealousy with those who are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish 
nation.’17 
 

     Then in verse 20 of Romans 10, Paul is quoting Isaiah – ‘“I was sought by those who did 
not ask for Me; I was found by those who did not seek Me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’ To a 
nation that was not called by My name.”’18 
__________________________________________ 
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:19-
20. 
 
16 Ibid., Romans 9:4. 
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     The Jews had full knowledge of God’s plan and even the prophecy for His dealings with 
the Gentiles; a people know by the Jews as not a people. Israel had the knowledge, yet as John 
MacArthur writes, ‘Israel was ignorant of the salvation truth contained in her own Scriptures, 
including the promise that the gospel would reach even the Gentiles as promised.’19 They 
had the knowledge, therefore, the problem for the Jews is not with their lack of knowledge. 
What about the Gentiles, they did not have all the blessings and knowledge from the start 
that the Gentiles had?  
 
Romans 2:14-15 
 
14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 
 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another.20 
 
     As we see here even with the Gentiles, they had knowledge. They knew of God and His law, 
therefore the lack of knowledge is not the problem. 
 
Response – 3 - They respond in Rebellion: 
 
     The problem is not they man does not hear, or that man does not have knowledge.  
 

Romans 10:21 
 

21 But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and 
gainsaying people.21 

 

     The problem of the response is man’s own foolish rebellion in his unbelief. Once again 
Paul is quoting Isaiah. This prophecy of Isaiah has been and is being fulfilled; in that the 
Gentiles who did not seek after God have now experienced God’s saving promises.22 In fact, 
both Israel and the Gentile people are a disobedient and gainsaying people, yet God has 
stretched forth His hands with general revelation to all mankind and they have rebelled. 
 
     God has sent special revelation through the preaching of the gospel and His Word to many 
and called through the gospel and they have rebelled. So the problem is not hearing, or 
knowing; but the issue is in the rebellion of the wicked unbelieving heart of the fallen man.  
__________________________________________ 
17 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Deuteronomy 32:21. 
 
18 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Isaiah 65:1. 
 
19 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1681. 
 

20 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 2:14-15. 
 
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:21. 
 
22 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2175.  
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     Christ told us ‘For many are called, but few are chosen.’23 Within the context of that 
parable, they all received the same general call. However, it was the ones that heeded the call 
that entered into the marriage supper for the Son. 
 
     Simply hearing will not save, and only a general knowledge of God will not save. For it is 
faith of the Person of Christ through the message of the Gospel.  For as Paul writes ‘For not 
the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.’24 
 
     The call goes out, man hear the call, they know and understand the message and the 
command to believe and repent. Yet, they mock and laugh at the good news because they do 
not believe they need saving. They continue in their unbelief and the sin does rage. The 
problem is their rebellion. 
 
Psalm 2:1-12 
 
1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
 

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, 
and against his anointed, saying, 
 

3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 
 

4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision. 
 

5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. 
 

6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 
 

7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten 
thee. 
 

8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession. 
 

9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 
 

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 
 

11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
 

12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.25 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
23 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Matthew 22:14. 
 

24 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 2:13. 
 
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Psalm 2:1-12. 
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