
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
7/15/2018 
Mark 9:38-50 

1 

 

Psalms 73:1-28  A Psalm of Asaph. 
 

1 Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.  2  But as for me, my feet were 

almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.  3  For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the 

prosperity of the wicked.  4  For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is 

firm.  5  They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other 

men.  6  Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a 

garment.  7  Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish.  8  They 

are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily.  9  They set their 

mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth.  10  Therefore his 

people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them.  11  And they say, How doth 

God know? and is there knowledge in the most High?  12  Behold, these are the ungodly, who 

prosper in the world; they increase in riches.  13  Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and 

washed my hands in innocency.  14  For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened 

every morning.  15  If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of 

thy children.  16  When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;  17  Until I went into 

the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.  18  Surely thou didst set them in slippery 

places: thou castedst them down into destruction.  19  How are they brought into desolation, as 

in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.  20  As a dream when one awaketh; so, O 

Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image.  21  Thus my heart was grieved, and I 

was pricked in my reins.  22  So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee.   

 
23  Nevertheless I am continually with thee: / thou hast holden me by my right hand. 

24  Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, / and afterward receive me to glory. 

25  Whom have I in heaven but thee? / and there is none upon earth / that I desire beside thee. 

26  My flesh and my heart faileth: / but God is the strength of my heart,  

/ and my portion for ever. 

27  For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish:  

/ thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. 

28  But it is good for me to draw near to God: / I have put my trust in the Lord GOD,  

/ that I may declare all thy works. 
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Mark 9:38-50 
 
38a And John answered him, 
 
Jesus had just said: 
 

Mark 9:37  Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and 
whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me. 

 
The statement makes John wonder if he and the other apostles had done the right thing when 
they were on their first missionary journey. 
 

Mark 3:14-15  And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might 
send them forth to preach,  15  And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: 

 
Mark 6:7  And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and 
two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 

 
38b And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy 
name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us. 
 
John and whoever was with him at the time encountered someone using Jesus name to cast out 
evil spirits. 
 

Philippians 2:9-11  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name:  10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  11  And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
It is impossible to determine who the person was. What we do know is that he was not together 
with the twelve, the seventy, or even the larger group of disciples that followed Jesus faithfully 
from town to town. However, Jesus makes it clear: it does not matter. 
 
39  But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in 
my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:3  Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghost. 

 
The principle is that no person who is of God will every call Jesus cursed, no is a man able to 
confess Jesus as Lord without God, and no miracles could be done in Jesus name without God. 
 

Philippians 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. 

 
40  For he that is not against us is on our part. 
 

Luke 9:50  And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not against us is for us. 
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What does Jesus mean by “he that is not against us”? One who seeks the kingdom of God first in 
humility and meekness, giving all glory to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. One who 
receives and helps meek and lowly sinners. Doctrinal interpretation may differ slightly, and 
practical application may differ greatly, but if we are unified in the goal of spreading the good 
news to God’s elect and living in a way that honors God, we should be open to allow many 
variations from the same foundation. 
 
41  For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye 
belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 
 

Matthew 10:42  And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold 
water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his 
reward. 

 
“A cup of water” is equivalent to the least amount expected of a person who is being hospitable 
to another person. Whether given in Jesus’ name or in a disciple’s name, God sees the act and 
gives a reward accordingly. Those who help the kingdom of God are those who are “not against 
us”. 
 

Matthew 25:34-40  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world:  35  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I 
was a stranger, and ye took me in:  36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited 
me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  38  When saw 
we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?  39  Or when saw we thee sick, 
or in prison, and came unto thee?  40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me. 

 
42  And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is 
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into 
the sea. 
 
Offend (skandalizō): Scandalize, entrap, trip up. Figuratively stumble or entice to sin, apostasy, 
or displeasure. 
 
Jesus further defines “he that is not against us”. Those who are against the kingdom of God are 
those who “hold the truth in unrighteousness”. 
 

Romans 1:18-19  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  19  Because that 
which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 

 
Those who are against the kingdom of God are those who “put a stumblingblock…in his 
brother’s way”. 
 

Romans 14:10-13  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy 
brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  11  For it is written, As 
I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.  12  So 
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.  13  Let us not therefore judge 
one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an 
occasion to fall in his brother's way. 
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Those who are against the kingdom of God are those who by word or deed deny that “Jesus is 
the Christ” and deny “the Father and the Son”. 
 

1 John 2:18-23  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall 
come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.  19  They 
went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest 
that they were not all of us.  20  But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things.  21  I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and 
that no lie is of the truth.  22  Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He 
is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.  23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the 
same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 

 
Jesus has said that God will reward those who help those in the kingdom of God and has said 
that God will punish those who hinder the same. The method of execution described was 
terrifying, but Jesus makes it clear: the punishment for those who mislead meek and lowly 
sinners will be worse. Jesus follows with a prescription to prevent such punishment. 
 
43  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched:  44  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
 

Matthew 5:30  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for 
it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. 

 
45  And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, 
than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched:  46  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
 

Matthew 18:8  Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast 
them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two 
hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 

 
47  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the 
kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell 
fire:  48  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
 

Matthew 5:29  And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for 
it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. 

 
Jesus gives three parts of the body that are representative of the different ways in which we can 
be deceived: 1. The hands: the things that we (or others) do (to us). 2. The feet: the places that 
we (or others) go (or take us). 3. The eyes: the things that we (or others) see (or put in view). We 
must be vigilant and violent toward those, including ourselves, who would show themselves to 
be “against us”. 
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Romans 8:8-14  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  9  But ye are 
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  10  And if Christ be in you, the body 
is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  11  But if the 
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in 
you.  12  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  13  For if ye 
live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live.  14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 

 
The Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost, enables us to kill sin. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:19  Quench not the Spirit. 
 
To deny that God has enabled us to kill sin is to deny the power of God in the Holy Ghost 
working in us. The path of denial because of self or others leads to discipline and correction. 
 

Colossians 3:5-8  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry:  6  For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience:  7  In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.  8  But now ye 
also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your 
mouth. 

 
Ephesians 5:6-7  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things 
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.  7  Be not ye therefore 
partakers with them. 

 
49  For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with 
salt. 
 
Jesus is referring to the practice of salting the sacrifices under the old law. Salt is a preservative 
and a cleansing agent, but it is also painful in a wound. The sacrifice of a hand, a foot, or an eye 
is not without pain, both at the time of its cutting off and as the wound from the amputation 
heals. Nonetheless, the one who sacrifices parts of the body in that way will have his whole body 
preserved. 
 
John Gill: “…so as the sacrifices of the Jews were salted with salt, and became acceptable to God; such 
who are seasoned with the grace of God, are preserved from the corruptions of the world, are acceptable 
in the sight of God, and are kept safe to his kingdom and glory.” 
 
50a  Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? 
Have salt in yourselves, 
 

Matthew 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men. 

 
It is God’s work by the Holy Ghost that enables us to put off the old man and to put on the new 
man. Putting off the old man includes the painful process of cutting off the members (both 
internal and external) that are “against us”. The cutting, cleansing, and preserving work of God 
must continue if we are to become “the salt of the earth” revealing the kingdom to others. 
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50b  Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in 
yourselves, and have peace one with another. 
 
Jesus concludes his discourse about equality, humility, protection, and mortification by 
encouraging (us and) the apostles that is by all these things that they may be at peace with each 
other in the churches. 
 
170 Poor, Weak, And Worthless 


