
8 
 

Present Suffering / Future Glory 

Rom. 8.18 

We are coming to a doubly difficult topic – that of suffering. It is 

difficult because it is not a welcomed topic. Who wants to hear a 

message on hurting, pain, affliction, toils and harships, or persecution? 

We like to hear the good over the evil and the right over the wrong. 

And then it is doubly difficult because we in affluent America see 

little in the way of suffering for Jesus. Have any here had the police 

stop at your home and disturb your Bible reading? Any here 

imprisoned for refusing to give up the gospel this week? Maybe we 

are being persecuted today in not being permitted to sing, when others 

in our state are not forbidden to shout and sing at protests. 

Those listening in other countries to this message might be confused 

because they see more suffering for Christ first-hand. 

So what do we do? Do we deny a place of suffering as a part of the 

Christian walk? Some do. Or do we go out of our way to find some 

suffering? You will search the Scriptures in vain to look for that! 

The Bible offers a better way to follow a Christ who suffered and has 

now entered into glory.  

What is this co-suffering with Jesus all about, in 8:17? What are its 

contours or dimensions? Let’s understand what is being said. 

There is a difference between suffering in Christ and suffering in the 

world. Suffering on its own is not redemptive. It is not just suffering 

that is rewarded with glory and blessing, but suffering united with the 

Lord Jesus. 
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There are many who suffer and are poor who are the most sour and 

bitter souls to walk the earth! It is not automatic that all suffering is 

blessed of God. 

Suffering as an evil-doer is never smiled upon in the Bible! Paul said, 

“If I give my body to be burned but have not love, it profits me 

nothing!” Big Zero! 

In fact, all suffering outside of Christ is the opposite to the beginnings 

of heaven. We should say rather they are the beginnings of hell! At the 

very best, it is the Lord seeking to get your attention!  

As all pleasures and profits to an enemy of God in this world are 

meant to lead to repentance and not a pat on the back; so sufferings of 

unbelievers are meant for their repentance too! 

So this brings us to a very clear picture for us, even if unbelievers are 

blind to what is front of their noses. 

Suffering “in Christ” is the all-important point of the matter. That is, 

suffering as a Christian, in a way of godliness, for the gospel, for the 

truth of the Word, for Jesus. 

Suffering is not some strange, unexplainable mystery. Not at all. 

Co-suffering with Jesus in 17 is the launch pad for what he writes in 

18-25. 

Even the whole of creation is groaning with birthpangs for what is not 

yet here but is on its way! 
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The perfection of salvation has been declared in 1-17 – no 

condemnation in Christ, a new life in Christ, a new mind, a new Spirit, 

a new fight in Christ – and the peak of it all, adopted children of God. 

From the perfection of salvation, we have ahead of us the future of 

salvation, followed by the present of salvation. 

See how suffering is to be put into a broader and bigger context. It is 

in Christ. You are a Christian in Christ! You died in Christ; you are 

raised in Christ. 

All that you do is in Him! Not just suffering! Your self-denial is in 

Christ. Your obedience is in Him. Your worship and rejoicing and 

thanksgiving – all in Him, of Him, through Him!  

It is not just suffering that brings glory to God. Luther said, “I sleep to 

the glory of God!” That is good for some of you who I see nodding off 

just about now! 

Your work, your play, your day-to-day routine, are in Christ; and 

whether you eat or drink or whatsoever you do, you do all to the glory 

of God! 

But why is suffering affliction so singled out in the Word of God? 

Why is it important? Consider five answers: 

ONE: Because Christ is attached to his suffering people. We co-suffer 

with him! Not only are we persecuted in him, he is persecuted in us! 

The writer of this book once heard these words from heaven, “Saul, 

Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  

We have Christ above, already glorified, entered into his rest, and we 

with him; but there is a “not yet.: And in our “not yet,” he unites 
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himself to us in our weakest and neediest. Blessed are those who are 

persecuted! Peter says: If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you 

are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. (1Pe 

4:14)  

TWO: Because suffering for Christ is an mark of those who trust his 

cross. Jesus said take up your cross! How can you be a Christian and 

not bear a cross?  

There is a paradox here.  

Christians possess more peace and comfort, more stability in their 

lives and homes, as they walk closely with the Lord. This translates 

into a multitude of good things that follow us all our days. 

But you also have struggles the unbeliever never has. You have to 

resist the old world and its ways, and to mortify the flesh, battling 

indwelling sin. You must put on armor against the old master, the 

devil! The world loves its own. 

So sufferings serve to identify you with the great Sufferer Himself, the 

Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 

How do you know your faith is real? There is something unique about 

suffering – the testing of your faith is precious. If we are found 

following Jesus only when the wind is at our back, then are we true 

and solid believers? 

THREE: Sufferings refine us. This is part of the fire that removes the 

dross but cannot harm the gold.  

Old Charles Hodge reminds us that Christian suffering is not so as to 

satisfy justice, but to prepare for glory. OUR SUFFERINGS ARE 
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NEVER, NEVER, NEVER put next to those of Jesus! They contribute 

nothing to the cost of our salvation, which is paid in FULL!  

But our sufferings, in a different sense, are a necessary part of the 

Christian’s refining process and sanctification and not part of your 

justification or keeping of you saved.  

Those vines grow the best grapes that struggle; sure, too much 

pruning, too severe can harm them; but so can too little leave them 

lazy and poorer.  

Look at your own life – have you not found suffering times praying 

times, trusting times, teaching times, and growing times? 

“Suffering can often produce great depths of character, mature 

understanding, warm compassion and rich spirituality.” D. Watson 

FOUR: Because suffering brings out the communion of the saints in 

Christ. We need to see that the whole visible body of Christ on earth, 

is a suffering church even if individual members have less of it.  

There is something to be said for a believer’s readiness to suffer if 

called on to do so! But there is more to be said for the our identifying 

with fellow-sufferers in the world!  

Hebrews 13:3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, 

and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the 

body. (Heb 13:3) 

We do not run from the church in her need, but run towards her all the 

more! 

FIFTH: Because suffering is a testimony to how worthy the gospel is! 
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What?! Why do you run to this fire? Why are you willing to suffer? 

What do you have that explains such behavior? 

Your sufferings mark you out as a believer, but you are also a 

testimony to the world that there is something worth living for, and 

worth dying for! Our world needs to see that. That is a way they see 

Jesus in us. 

People will die for lesser things! Family, for freedom, for fortune. Are 

you not willing to give up comfort and status for what counts to 

eternity? 

I hope you can hold these to your heart. You are co-suffers with Jesus, 

and He makes it all worthwhile since there is a purpose. 

Now let us consider four things to encourage you to stand, to suffer, to 

be faithful to the end. 

1. No suffering in life can be compared to what your sins deserve. 

This world is a suffering world – a river of tears has flowed since 

Eden was lost. We should not be surprised by evil as much as by 

good in a world like ours! The suffering your sins deserve are 

nothing short of hell! And for God to take all the sting, all the 

penalties out of our afflictions, and call them all loving chastenings 

of a father’s hand of love!? That is marvelous!  

2. No suffering in this life can be compared to the sufferings Jesus 

underwent. His sufferings paid for sins; yours can never do that! 

Jesus can rightly challenge: “All you who pass by, is there any 

suffering like mine?” At any and every point of what you suffer, 

you can say: ‘My Jesus endured more, much more for me!’ 
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3. No suffering in this life can be compared to what is enjoyed 

hereafter. Rom. 8.18. What is coming to us must minimize 

everything else in this lower world – good and evil! Not worthy to 

be compared! So outweigh! We cannot and dare not say that these 

sufferings earn us heaven or cause glory! Says Octavius Winslow, 

“One second of glory will extinguish a lifetime of suffering”. 

4. And yet, without taking away what was just said, these sufferings in 

Christ work for you an exceedingly great reward. How can this be? 

How can there be no comparison and yet they work for us great 

glory? The answer: Magic? NOOOOO! Grace!!! The God who 

never fails to reward even a cup of cold water in a disciple’s name, 

so generously, graciously rewards all efforts, desires, services and 

sacrifices in the precious name of his Son! Elsewhere Paul expands: 

17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 

weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at 

the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for 

the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not 

seen are eternal. (2Co 4:17-18) 

Well, may such things as these move you to look upon what matters 

most in your little life; for there are no littles in our life before such a 

big God! You are to walk by faith and not by sight; to see him who is 

invisible leading you to the glories of a world without suffering or 

tears. 

Can you sing these words of Isaac Watts? And answer in the 

affirmative? 

Am I a soldier of the cross, a follow'r of the Lamb? 

And shall I fear to own His cause, or blush to speak His name? 
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Must I be carried to the skies on flow'ry beds of ease, 

While others fought to win the prize, and sailed through bloody 

seas? 

 

Are there no foes for me to face? Must I not stem the flood? 

Is this vile world a friend to grace, to help me on to God? 

 

There’s another argument for you to endure; think of what others have 

stood against! 


