The Canons of Dort (1619)

Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine
(The Corruption of Man, His Conversion to God,
and the Manner Thereof)

LORD’S DAY #28

Article 10

Leader: But that others who are called by the gospel obey the call and are converted is not to be ascribed to the
proper exercise of free will, whereby one distinguishes himself above others equally furnished with grace
sufficient for faith and conversion (as the proud heresy of Pelagius maintains); but it must be wholly ascribed to
God, who, as He has chosen His own from eternity in Christ, so He calls them effectually in time, confers upon
them faith and repentance, rescues them from the power of darkness, and translates them into the kingdom of His
own Son;

People: That they may show forth the praises of Him who has called them out of darkness into His
marvelous light, and may glory not in themselves but in the Lord, according to the testimony of the
apostles in various places.

Article 11

Leader: But when God accomplishes His good pleasure in the elect, or works in them true conversion, He not
only causes the gospel to be externally preached to them, and powerfully illuminates their minds by His Holy
Spirit, that they may rightly understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God; but by the efficacy of the
same regenerating Spirit He pervades the inmost recesses of man;

People: He opens the closed and softens the hardened heart, and circumcises that which was
uncircumcised; infuses new qualities into the will, which, though heretofore dead, He quickens; from
being evil, disobedient, and refractory, He renders it good, obedient, and pliable; actuates and strengthens
it, that like a good tree, it may bring forth the fruits of good actions.



