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The first chapter of 2nd Thessalonians contained a wonderful greeting to 

the church and some powerful words of encouragement for them as they 

endured persecution for the name of Jesus Christ.  There was also a 

warning to the wicked who caused the church to suffer – a warning that 

they would suffer vengeance in flaming fire because they knew not God 

and obeyed not the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

This series of encouragements and warnings spoke of events that would 

occur in the day of the LORD.  Now, in this 2nd chapter, the apostle Paul 

shows the church clearly that they were not then in the day of the Christ 

and showed them definite indicators which would tell them when that day 

should arrive. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (KJV) Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 

unto him, 

This verse refers to the 2nd coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

gathering of the saints unto him.  We recall that the apostle spoke 

of the manner of the LORD’s coming and the resurrection of the 

dead saints in chapter 4, verses 13-18 of the first letter to the 

Thessalonians.  From these words it appears that some among the 

Thessalonians may have been mistaken in the apostle's meaning, in 

what he had written in his former epistle about the coming of 

Christ, by thinking that it was near at hand,--that Christ was just 
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ready to appear and come to judgment.  Therefore, this lead verse 

sets the subject for what is to follow. 

It is most certain that the Lord Jesus Christ will come to judge the 

world, that he will come in all the pomp and power of heaven in the 

day of his coming, to execute judgment upon all. In whatever we 

are uncertain, or whatever mistakes may arise in our minds about 

the time of his coming, his coming itself is certain. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:2 (KJV) That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or 

be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from 

us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled neither 

by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us –  Paul 

earnestly desired that this young church be not soon shaken in 

mind.  We cannot be sure what all they may have been thinking.  

Paul would have them spared from being troubled by any means.  

Seducing spirits were about as they well knew.  What was the 

danger of their being troubled and shaken?  It was this: 

As that the day of Christ is at hand. -- Errors in the mind tend 

greatly to weaken our faith and cause us trouble; and such as are 

weak in faith and of troubled minds are oftentimes apt to be 

deceived, and fall a prey to seducers. Some deceivers will pretend 

they have received new revelations.  Others will misinterpret or 

grossly wrest the scripture.  Some will blatantly lie about it all.   

They should not be deceived about the time of Christ's coming, and so be 

shaken in mind, or be troubled.  We all know there have been many who 

have published that Christ would come at such and such a time – all of 

which is a blatant lie, for no man knows the day nor hour of His coming – 

not even the angels in heaven, nor the son – but the Father only.   
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2 Thessalonians 2:3 (KJV) Let no man deceive you by any means: 

for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 

and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

Let no man deceive you by any means: -- Let no man!  It is our 

duty to not be deceived by any means.  Let us remember that “if it 

were possible, even the very elect will be deceived.”  Thanks be to 

God that we have the Holy Spirit as our teacher who will teach us 

according to the word of God and not by some “new revelation” for 

there is no such thing.  All that is going to be said about the work of 

God has been given to us completely in “that which is perfect.”  Our 

Bible is complete.  We have a complete revelation.   

For that day shall not come, except there come a falling 

away first, -- Attention!  This is how you will know that the day of 

Christ is near.  A falling away will come first.  The Greek word for “a 

falling away” is apostasia from which we get the English word 

Apostasy.  The Greek word αποστασια apostasia appears twice in the 

New Testament.  Here is the other time the word appears: 

Acts 21:21 (KJV) And they are informed of thee, that thou 

teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to 

forsake <646> Moses, saying that they ought not to 

circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs. 

Considering these two instances, we are sure the meaning of the 

word apostasia is a “falling away, apostasy, defection.”  The OED 

defines apostasy as “Abandonment or renunciation of one’s 

religious faith or moral allegiance.”   It is true there has been much 

falling away since the church age began because the mystery of 

iniquity did already work in the days when the scripture was being 

completed.  There was a great falling away when the Roman 

Catholic System was instituted about 310A.D. under Constantine 

and it continued in the protestant reformation and the bringing in of 
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various cults and other false religious institutions up to this present 

time. But this falling away is a very marked one that takes place 

just prior to the manifestation of the man of sin – the son of 

perdition. A falling away from the God-given faith has been going 

on throughout this Christian age. But that is not the apostasy of 

which the apostle speaks. The complete apostasy means that the 

entire faith will be abandoned by Christendom, even as our Lord 

indicated when He said, "Nevertheless, when the Son of man 

cometh, shall He find the faith on the earth?" That this present age 

closes in apostasy is more than once mentioned by the Spirit of 

God. 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (KJV) This know also, that in the last days 

perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their 

own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural 

affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 

despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, 

highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 

Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 

from such turn away. 

Satan is surely actively at work to bring about this apostasy, and 

his ministers are transformed as the ministers of righteousness. 

2 Corinthians 11:14-15 (KJV) And no marvel; for Satan 

himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it 

is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 

ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to 

their works. 

And that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; -- 

There can no doubt that the church will see this man of sin 
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revealed. We shall see the manner of him as he declares himself 

that he is God. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:4 (KJV) Who opposeth and exalteth himself 

above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 

God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

Revelation 13:11-15 (KJV) And I beheld another beast coming 

up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he 

spake as a dragon. 12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first 

beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell 

therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 

healed. 13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire 

come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14 And 

deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those 

miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying 

to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to 

the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And 

he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the 

image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many 

as would not worship the image of the beast should be 

killed. 

So that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 

himself that he is God. – Doubtless this wicked person will make 

his headquarters in Jerusalem and will sit in the Jewish Temple, and 

not in the church as some believe. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:5 (KJV) Remember ye not, that, when I was yet 

with you, I told you these things? 

Paul and his companions, in their brief stay with the Thessalonians 

had taught them all these things.  The church was aware of this – 
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but they needed to be reminded.  We all need reminding – because 

of the pulls of the world on us. 

1 Timothy 4:6 (KJV) If thou put the brethren in 

remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister 

of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good 

doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained. 

2 Peter 1:12 (KJV) Wherefore I will not be negligent to put 

you always in remembrance of these things, though ye 

know them, and be established in the present truth. 

2 Peter 3:1 (KJV) This second epistle, beloved, I now write 

unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by 

way of remembrance: 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:6 (KJV) And now ye know what withholdeth 

that he might be revealed in his time. 

And now ye know what withholdeth – The apostle is saying the 

church at Thessalonica knew what (neuter gender) it was that 

withholdeth – that is, the things that prevented the man of sin in 

making his appearance. Paul does not say what it is, but said they 

knew. 

Almost to a man, the older commentators believe the expression 

“what withholdeth” refers both to a what (neuter gender) and an 

he (masculine gender).  This, for them is connected to the next 

verse which mentions the mystery of iniquity which did already 

work during the writing of the New Testament and clearly points to 

the spirit of anti-christ which was then working and would continue 

until the rise of the man of sin and his destruction at the coming of 

our Lord with his saints.  For these commentators, the Anti-Christ 
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came to power when the period of the Roman Empire Caesars came 

to an end.  Of course, that did not happen.  

Most commentators of the relatively modern era say this is the 

removal of the Holy Spirit when the church is caught away in the 

pre-tribulation rapture.  Frankly, I gave this whole thing a lot of 

prayerful thought and study.  Could I be wrong in my 

understanding that the church will be on the earth during the period 

of the great tribulation?  I admit that I have been wrong before and 

undoubtedly will be again.  May the LORD be pleased to help us 

understand correctly. It is absolutely true that we do not know for 

sure about this. I do like these comments on this verse. 

There is an external power with an individual at its head which 

holds back the power of Antichrist until the proper season comes. 

What that power is is not revealed; but God can use any power for 

this purpose, until the divinely appointed time shall come for the 

revelation and overthrow of Antichrist. [Preacher’s Homiletic 

Commentary] 

“Might be revealed in his time; literally, in his season; in his 

proper time, the time appointed by God. Events were not yet ripe 

for his appearance. Just as there was a "fulness of time" when 

Christ should appear, [Ga 4:4] so there was a "fulness of time" 

when the man of sin should be revealed; there was a series of 

events going on which would culminate in his revelation. The 

nature of this restraining or withholding influence will afterwards 

be considered; whatever it was, the Thessalonians were formerly 

explicitly informed.” [Pulpit Commentary] 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (KJV) For the mystery of iniquity doth already 

work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the 

way. 

swordsearcher://bible/Ga4.4
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For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: -- The mystery 

of iniquity was already at work in New Testament times in 

preparation for the man of sin.  The way to the Anti-Christ is being 

prepared before he shall actually be revealed.  This is by the 

working of the mystery of iniquity. A mystery is something in 

general which is purposely hidden or disguised in doctrine, and in 

practice.  While there are, in the Holy Scriptures mysteries of 

godliness, and mysteries of iniquity; mysteries of the kingdom of 

God, and of the devil's kingdom. The mystery ushering in the man 

of sin is a mystery of iniquity. It is not open sin and wickedness, 

but hypocritical godliness and misleading errors.  It is wickedness 

with a form of godliness cunningly managed and always set forth as 

the real truth.  It is a wicked system which always guards its real 

agenda. 

Only he who now letteth (prevents) will let, until he be 

taken out of the way – As is said in verse 6, “Now ye know what 

withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.”  That thing or 

one which restrains and keeps the appearing of the man of sin from 

becoming a reality shall be taken out of the way so that the Anti-

Christ can manifest himself. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 (KJV) And then shall that Wicked be revealed, 

whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 

shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

And then (after the thing or person what withholds is taken out of 

the way) shall that Wicked be revealed – The anti-Christ will be 

manifested to the waiting world.  This wicked person shall the LORD 

consume with the spirit of his mouth and shall destroy with the 

brightness of his coming.  Do we have a record of this destruction?  

We do. 
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Revelation 19:11-21 (KJV) And I saw heaven opened, and 

behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called 

Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 

make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his 

head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no 

man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed with a 

vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of 

God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him 

upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 

should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of 

iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and 

wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on his vesture and on 

his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 

LORDS. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he 

cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the 

midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto 

the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat the flesh of 

kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, 

and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the 

flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19 

And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 

armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat 

on the horse, and against his army. 20 And the beast was 

taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 

before him, with which he deceived them that had received 

the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. 

These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 

brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of 

him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of 

his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:9 (KJV) Even him, whose coming is after the 

working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

This verse continues to describe the Wicked one.  He, whose 

coming is after the working of Satan – is truly Satan in a human 

body.  He and the false prophet shall manifest all power and signs 

and lying wonders before a world which shall be sent strong 

delusion of the LORD that they might believe a lie and be damned 

because they loved not the truth.  The unbelieving world will 

believe the Anti-Christ and his false Prophet because of these signs 

and lying wonders.  The world has already been primed for that by 

the Roman Catholic System and all of the protestant false churches 

that followed. 

Revelation 13:11-15 (KJV)   And I beheld another beast 

coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a 

lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 12  And he exerciseth all the 

power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth 

and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, 

whose deadly wound was healed. 13  And he doeth great 

wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 

heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 14  And 

deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 

those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of 

the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that 

they should make an image to the beast, which had the 

wound by a sword, and did live. 15  And he had power to 

give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the 

beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would 

not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:10 (KJV) And with all deceivableness of 
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unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not 

the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 

perish: -- Deceivableness of unrighteousness!  What a statement!  

The whole world of unbelievers are perishing in that kind of deceit. 

What a horrible thought – deceived by unrighteousness!    Millions 

are religious, but know nothing of the saving grace of God in Jesus 

Christ.  Many are “churchy” but really know nothing of the true 

church of Jesus Christ, nor do they know what salvation is really all 

about.  Little do they realize that the way of God is restricted to 

Jesus Christ and his shed blood for sinners.  Gospel, for these, is a 

way to have a good life in this present evil world. 

Because they received not the love of the truth, that they 

might be saved. – Listen to this!  Deceived because they received 

not the love of the truth!  Why would not a person want to know 

the truth? It is because the truth shows the sinner that he is a 

damned soul without the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  The truth is 

that the churches which preach the truth of the gospel were never a 

part of the Roman Catholic Church, nor were they a product of the 

protestant reformation.  There has been a long line of faithful 

churches – true to Christ and his glorious gospel ever since Jesus 

Christ was on this earth – and that line of faithful churches will still 

be here when Jesus Comes.  In the main, at least in our generation, 

these churches are Baptist churches.  Does the church save our 

souls?  No, they do not.  Only the blood of Jesus Christ can save the 

soul of a sinner.  But, that sinner, once saved is bound by truth to 

be baptized at the hands of a Baptist church; then to join the 

church and walk with Christ and his brothers and sisters in that 

church until Jesus Comes back again. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:11 (KJV) And for this cause God shall send 
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them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they 

all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 

in unrighteousness 

Watch this.  Because they received not the love of the truth that 

they might be saved, God shall send them strong delusion, that 

they should believe a lie.  Because men and women will not have 

the truth, God will further delude them.  Delude means: To deceive; 

to impose on; to lead from truth or into error; to mislead the mind 

or judgment; to beguile.  Deluded to what end?   

What is the final for them?  That they all might be damned who 

believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness – living 

a continuous life of wickedness enjoying the pleasures of sin for a 

season.  We confess that there is pleasure in sin, but it is for a 

season, then comes judgment and the wages of sin which is death 

– the second death.  Because whosoever is not found written in the 

book of life shall be cast into the lake of fire which is the second 

death.  But…thanks be to God there is host of people – men, 

women, boys and girls who shall be in that multitude from every 

nation, people, language, and tongue who are not deceived and 

who love the truth.  Such was the Thessalonian Church as we see in 

these final verses. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (KJV) But we are bound to give thanks 

alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 

God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 

through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, 

brethren, beloved of the Lord, -- All those in the church at 

Thessalonica were beloved of the Lord.  His everlasting love 
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had been set on them – and the apostle was thanking God for 

these saints of God.  And why? 

Because God has from the beginning chosen you to 

salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief 

of the truth – God had, from the beginning, chosen them to 

salvation.  God had elected them.  God had written their 

names in the book of Life.  God had determined to save them.  

God sent his only begotten son, Jesus Christ, into the world to 

die on a cruel Roman cross to save His people from their sins.  

After the resurrection of Christ from the dead after three days 

and three nights, the glorious gospel was preached.  Some 

truly had ears to hear this good news that Jesus Christ had 

died for the ungodly, thus the Holy Spirit did a work in their 

heart and they heard the truth of their salvation and believed 

the truth!  Glory to God! 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:14 (KJV) Whereunto he called you by our 

gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Whereunto – Unto this salvation. God called them by the 

gospel.  What saith the gospel?  That we should believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved from our sins.  What is the 

consequence of believing the gospel of Christ.  Why, brethren, 

we obtained the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have 

eternal life – and shall never perish.  Moreover, we shall 

never be condemned – for God has promised that He will 

remember our sins and iniquities no more.  We will live 

forever.  Our mortal body is dead because of sin and must die 

or be changed.  The LORD has promised to change our vile 

body and give us a body like unto his body of glory when he 

comes!  Hallelujah! 
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2 Thessalonians 2:15 (KJV) Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and 

hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, 

or our epistle. 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:16 (KJV) Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, 

and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us 

everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 

 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:17 (KJV) Comfort your hearts, and stablish you 

in every good word and work. 


