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KJV – Colossians 2:8-15 

“In Christ Alone” 

Introduction:  

     Open your Bibles if you would to Colossians chapter two this morning. This is a wonderful 
Scripture that bears exhortation regularly, this is a glorious testament of our LORD and Saviour and 
what He has done for us.  

     Salvation in Christ and Christ alone, by grace through faith in Christ, plus nothing, minus nothing 
all in Him, by Him and for Him. Because honestly folks, nothing can be added to completeness, 
because Jesus and Jesus alone saves.  

     Christ plus nothing else, you add anything else to Jesus then you don’t have Jesus anymore. To 
add to Him would imply imperfection and nothing needs to be added. Because it is not a ritual or a 
religious ceremony, emotion, or works, an ordinance or an observance, Salvation is through Christ 
alone and nothing else.  

     This is what the Apostle Paul here wants to point out to the Colossians as he is battling against 
false teachings of legalism and of mysticism from vain philosophy. Once Paul had established these 
early Churches and departed he had to forward letters and return and go back to literally fight 
against such heresies to keep these early Saints of God anchored in the Truth. 

     All of these different false teachers and their teachings would come in time and time again. A 
false teaching over here, one over there. A false doctrine teaching this over here and one over there. 
Paul would have to literally battle against these, dismantling and destroying these teachings and 
exposing them for what they really were. To put the early Churches back on track to know and 
realize that Salvation is by Grace, through Faith, In Christ, alone. 

Colossians 2:8-15 

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 
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12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it. 

1. Christ is God’s Exclusive Provision for Salvation:      

Jesus Christ is God’s exclusive provision for our Salvation. The modern day modern church has 
began in spiral downfall and plunging downward in decline because over and over again leaders in 
these churches are tampering with and toying with the doctrine that Christ and Christ alone saves. 
I’m talking about reputable men of God, looked up to and respected in the fundamental Christian 
community have come out and are beginning to compromise the doctrine of Salvation, the doctrine 
of the Gospel and the doctrine that Christ and Christ alone saves.  

     Friends it does not matter what people like, it doesn’t matter what makes us popular and brings 
in the big crowds. We cannot compromise the clear cut doctrine of God’s Grace through the Gospel 
that Christ and Christ alone saves. 

     The Apostle Paul has a twofold warning here and begins his exhortation with; Beware lest any 
man spoil you. He is not making a suggestion here; this is an authoritative warning, a command! He 
said to beware in verse eight, but in verse four he warns against those using enticing words. Those 
men that should beguile you, deceive you, lead you astray; do the same to you that the Serpent did 
to Eve, to beguile you. 

     That word beguile is to delude, and the idea to delude you is to cheat you by false reasoning or by 
false reckoning. Because there will be those with enticing words, they will have persuasive 
arguments. There will be those who sound so sincere in their doctrines and in their persuasion. 
They seem so reasonable, it makes sense, and it is widely accepted and modern that it just must be 
right.  But they are wrong, and Paul says to beware because they are deluding you or beguiling you. 

     Now the Apostle Paul using two false reasoning’s that comes against the Church and they can 
come in any age or any generation. They had these issues then and we still have these issues today. 
First of all be careful adding to Jesus or to your religious conclusions anything of manmade 
philosophy. 

Colossians 2:8 

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit. 

     Now the idea of the word spoil here in this text, is to plunder; to lead away as booty; to seduce or 
steal. Like the idea of one spoiling a flock of sheep and plundering this flock. They would go in and  
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grab whatever sheep that they could gather and then they would just scatter the rest. And Paul 
takes that figure and uses this word picture here from the shepherding world of the day and he says 
that is what is happening in the Churches and for them to beware. 

     There are those that will come in and spoil and plunder the flock. They will draw away some 
after them with their false deluded reasoning and then the ones that they cannot get to follow them, 
they will just scatter them, mess them all up so that they are no longer loyal to their pastor, their 
shepherd or the local flock that they are committed to. 

     Now philosophy here means that so called wisdom that comes from man. Once again it is 
teaching that seems rational, it seems logical, it seems like it is the right way to go but at the end of 
the day when you really take a close look at it, it is man centered and not Christ centered. It is not 
that which came down from God that is recorded in the Scripture but it is that which came out of 
the earth which is natural.  

     Paul amplifies this type of philosophy by calling it vain deceit, in other words it is a deception 
that has no substances to it because it is empty, and it is vain! You may have heard the old 
expression that – “A philosopher is a blind man in a dark room trying to find a black cat that is not 
there.” That is this vain deceit through philosophy that comes from the natural man.  

     And Paul says here, Beware! Don’t let them do this to you don’t let them use their enticing words 
to beguile you, to spoil you and to plunder the flock! 

     So here is what I want to challenge you with. When you are thinking of your faith in Christ, when 
you are thinking of your devotion and your commitment to Christ do not let yourself wonder into 
the notion of adding to Christ. Anything from this modern pop culture, tradition or philosophy of 
this present age. Because your Salvation is in Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ alone!  

     You are in Him, you walk in Him, you trust in Him, it is in Him who you honor and talk in His 
doctrine and not the philosophy of men. Paul said that there will be those who will come in and say: 
“oh yes you can be a Christian, you can be devoted to Christ but you have to keep this, and do this and 
make sure you do this and this and don’t forget this.” They have added to the doctrines of Christ in 
making to trust also in their add-on’s through vain deceit, through their philosophy by their 
enticing words because it seems right and it sounds good. 

     Paul says, Beware! See to it, that that does not happen! 

     Paul extends this a little further and adds on another one the reasons of manmade religion and 
this is in the last part of verse eight; after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ. 

     Because the traditions of men and the rudiments or the elementary principles of the world have 
the idea that man from time in the beginning in his fallen nature finds it necessary to come up with 
religious works, religious rituals that man can perform or do and thereby finding placement with 
God. It is just so natural for man to think this way.       
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    And we think of worldliness as the person who sins and fulfills the lust of flesh and the trivial 
things alone with the gimmicks of the day and gives into worldly desires and pleasures. Well that is 
true, that is worldliness and there is too much of that coming into the Church.  

     The greatest form of worldliness is works religion. That is the most common thinking of man that 
he can get right with God. He says show me what I must do? Is not that what the rich young ruler 
asked the LORD Jesus? Is that not what Nicodemus had in mind when he came to Christ? Man wants 
to know what must I do; show me works, show me ritual, show me how I can earn this, or how that 
I can put some stuff on in the form of religious works so that I might feel right and I might feel good 
before God.  

     Every religion known to man is filled with some type of outward expression, some ritual or 
ceremony that they put some means of confidence in, but none of that will bring a man to God. Since 
the beginning of time man has done this, why because it is in his nature. 

     Able brings a sacrifice unto God. A substitutionary atonement showing his faith in another 
provision other than himself. While his older brother Cain brings an offering of his own works and 
his effort before God, and God rejects it.  

     And friends it has been that way ever since. Because man wants some religion, but the truth is 
friends; in Christ you have all that you need. He is Salvation, He is complete and He is perfection and 
you cannot improve on perfection. This is why everything with philosophy and everything dealing 
with rituals and the practices of religion are manmade. Salvation is by Grace, through Faith, In 
Christ alone! Amen! 

     Now there are things that we do because we have been made a new creature in Christ Jesus, but 
these are not things we do to find Christ.  

     Paul closes out verse eight of chapter two, in giving this warning beginning with Beware! Paul 
says as he concludes this statement on the reasoning we must not look to, the philosophy or 
religion and he says, and not after Christ. 

     What he is saying here is in other words; the moment that you put some trust, confidence or faith 
in manmade philosophy, religion or the traditions of men you have forsaken Christ. Paul is saying 
here it’s either all or none, one of the other. Your either Christ alone, or philosophy, religion and 
traditions. One of the two because you cannot combine them together because they are in 
opposition. You do not add religion to Christ, you do not add philosophy to Christ you trust in Him 
and Him alone for your Salvation. 

Acts 4:12 

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved. 

     Paul is trying to warning these readers here, to not to become entangled in the rituals, customs 
and the traditions of manmade religion for their Salvation but in Christ, and Christ alone. Religion 
may give mankind an earthly comfort of hope, yet it is a false hope. I challenge you today, where 
does your confidence lie? In what is your trust and confidence in?  
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     There should be a settled rest and resolve within your soul that says this; My hope built on 
nothing less, save Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

     In other words friends, your faith rests in Him. Your total trust and confidence is in Christ Jesus 
and His finished work for you on the Cross, alone! Yes you do want to do good works, your do want 
to fellowship with God’s people; you do want to bring tithes and offerings. You do want to help 
support missions, you do want to love your brothers and sisters, you do want to help spread the 
Gospel and you do want to live morally and upright but not to find God. But because God has found 
you, called you, saved you, and has made you a new creature in Christ Jesus.  

     Beware, Beware, lest any man spoil you; by trying to add to our LORD Jesus! 

Colossians 2:9 

9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

     I like how the New American Standard Bible reads: For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in 
bodily form. What this means is simple friends; Jesus just wasn’t above man, but lower than God, 
Jesus is God. Paul says here, not to be taken be this kind of teaching, philosophy and vain deceit 
because in Him all the fullness of the Godhead dwelleth bodily; all the fullness of Deity. 

     Isn’t it amazing that after nearly 2,000 years after Paul wrote this letter, the same kind of false 
doctrines still keep coming into the Church, and there are millions that follow after it? Paul says to 
Beware! That you are not taken in by that because in Christ dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.  All the fullness, friends; that means He lacks nothing. Co-equal with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit with all the fullness of Deity bodily.  

     He lacks nothing; and therefore if you think for Salvation you must have Christ and also all these 
other things, customs, traditions, rituals, philosophy and religion then you are implying that He is 
not the fullness of the Godhead and He is not the completion.  You are implying that more needs to 
be added because more is needed to His finished work for Salvation. 

     Friends if Jesus is God and God has saved you, then what more can you add to that? Because all 
that is needed is there, because He is complete, He is all the fullness of the Godhead. You do not 
need some type of process, you do not need at three point prayer or a rite or a ritual, you need to be 
made alive by the new birth and place you faith in the finished work of Christ.  

     I hope that if are a member here, or just sit under the preached word here; that years to come 
you can honestly say that my Pastor preached and taught me that my trust lies in Jesus Christ and 
Him alone for my Salvation. My goal is to strip you bear of every hope but Him! Everything but Him! 
My prayer is to leave you shipwrecked on God, stranded on the isle of His omniscients.  

     Because there is nothing you can look to other than Him. My hope built on nothing less, save Jesus’ 
blood and righteousness. 

     Each and every time that you get a notion in your mind; “We’ll I’m doing good! I didn’t miss a 
service this month, I gave generously this month. I feel good.” I hope there is that still small voice that 
rises up inside of you to tell you that all that is filthy rags in the eyes of God. And that it was because  
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of His Grace, His love, His sacrifice; His work in you because in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the 
Godhead. He is all you need and that is where your trust must be. In Him is where your faith must 
lie to be made a partaker of the life that He offers. And you serve Him because of that work He has 
wrought in you. Now you are in Him and you are just grateful, glad and humbled that He saved you. 

1. Christ is God’s Exclusive Provision for Salvation:    
2. Christ is God’s Effectual Perfection for the Saints: 

Colossians 2:10-13 

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

     Verse ten tells me that He is God’s effectual perfection for the Saints, because in Him we are 
complete. If your faith is in Him, in that He died for your sins, He took God’s wrath toward sin for 
you. That He was raised up by the Spirit of God for your Justification and now sits in Heaven making 
intersession for you. If your faith, trust, hope and confidence is in Him then you are complete.  

     Friends, complete means you lack nothing, whole, complete, perfect; why because of Him, your 
faith in Him and His finished work for you. Because He is head over all rule and authority; you are 
complete in Him because He is in charge of all principality and powers.  

     If you are in Him, and your faith is in Him and everything is under Him, then why would you need 
anything but Him to be saved because He is head over all? What ruler, authority, principality or 
power is going to challenge Him? Nothing! 

     Listen to what Paul says in his Romans letter of chapter eight: 

Romans 8:31-33 

 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things? 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

     The Apostle Paul just keeps laying on the grand precepts of truth here in both Romans and 
Colossians. He tells us that it is God that justifies, in other words you’re saved by God, your 
redeemed by God, you’re bought by God, and you are complete in Him. 
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     Here are some things that Christ has done for your completeness, because He is God’s effectual 
perfection for the Saints. 

     The Word Effectual means; producing or able to produce the desired effect; meaning that He 
completes the work that He sets out to perform. 

     When the LORD Jesus Christ was assigned by the Father as part of God’s Sovereign plan to 
redeem mankind, Jesus Christ saves them effectually to the uttermost. In other words He just don’t 
kind of do it, He does it all the way. He doesn’t save fifty percent, or just seventy percent but He 
does it effectually. Jesus even says in John 17; “Of all that the Father gives me, I have kept and I lose 
not one.” 

Colossians 2:10-11 

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body 
of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

     First let’s look at a work that He does in us, saving us by removing the offense of our fallen flesh.  

     You need to understand something; you came forth from the womb in a nature of sinful 
depravity. Everything about you was offensive toward a Holy and Just God. Our fallen sinful flesh is 
offensive to God, and there is nothing you can do about that. There is nothing philosophy, religion, 
customs or even the tradition of men can do about that. But Jesus did something about it!   

     The circumcision of the flesh in Christ Jesus. There are two main reasons the Jews completed the 
rite of circumcision. One was a part of the Abrahamic Covenant from God as a sign of their Faith, 
identifying them as a child of the Covenant with God. Secondly was a statement that there was a 
defilement in our flesh before a Holy and Just God that needs removal before we can be in a right 
relationship with Him.  

     This circumcision wrought in God through Christ is made without hands, in putting off the body 
of sins, or the offensive nature of this fallen flesh toward God. This circumcision is of Christ. 

     Secondly: 

Colossians 2:12 

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

     Next, we have been buried with Him in Baptism, and this is not speaking of water baptism. But 
this is the baptism of the Spirit, the baptism of the new birth. Circumcised in Christ, offensive nature 
of the flesh toward God has been put off, the old nature has been killed and buried and we have 
been raised with Him through faith in the new birth not by the will of the flesh or the will of man 
but by the will of God. 
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Colossians 2:13 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

     Now He has made you alive in Him.  

Ephesians 2:1 

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

Ephesians 2:4-5 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

     The circumcision of the fallen offensive nature, mortified the fallen offensive flesh, buried with 
Him, arose with Him and He has made you alive with Him by the new birth, and forgiven you all 
trespasses. 

     This is God’s effectual perfection for the Saints; which means He will finish what He has started. 

II Timothy 1:12 

12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day. 

1. Christ is God’s Exclusive Provision for Salvation:    
2. Christ is God’s Effectual Perfection for the Saints: 
3. Christ is God’s Eternal Payment for Sin: 

Colossians 2:14-15 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it. 

     Jesus Christ gives victory over the curse of the Law! He is God’s eternal payment for sin. God’s 
wrath for our sin was poured out upon Him and through Christ we have that victory.  

     He has canceled out and blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against you. All the 
depravity, fallen nature, sinful state, condemnation and penalty because of sin, He has blotted it out. 
Why because it was contrary to you, it condemned you, it caused the wrath of God’s punishment for 
sin to fall upon you because it was hostile and contrary to you. 
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     But Christ, God’s Eternal payment for Sin; took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; And having 
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

     Christ is God’s eternal payment for sin, Christ and only Christ can redeem. Christ and only Christ 
can regenerate, Christ and only Christ can renew.  

     In Christ Alone! Because Salvation is by Grace, through Faith, In Christ, alone. 

My hope built on nothing less, save Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

 

 

 


