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The title for today is “Elect for Goodness Sake”. There is a double meaning, a double entendre there: elect for 
goodness sake, in other words for your good and also that you will be good. The text is Amos 9:11-15. It is a 
glorious ending which was clearly foreshadowed, if you are paying attention when you read through the Book of 
Amos you realize that something good is going to come, but it is still surprising because as you more through the 
Book of Amos and you let the full message weigh on you, you realize this is a people so corrupted, so hardened 
against God that you would doubt that anything good could come from the Lord, but it does.  
 
In Amos 3:2 he gave this little insight. He said, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth…” That 
[assertion] is one of the reasons I wanted us to look back at Deuteronomy 7 for the Invocation to Worship this 
morning. To understand that God out of the greatness of His love chose this people not for their qualities but 
simply for His own purposes. He called them to be His own. But of course in Amos 3:2 the conclusion of that 
statement is in line with the rest of the book of Amos. What he says is, “…therefore I will punish you for all your 
iniquities.” If you recall, that is exactly what was said in Deuteronomy 7, that God calls, loves, but then if those in 
the midst stand up and in hatred reject, God punishes.  
 
To be chosen by God is to be chosen to dwell with God through eternity. Consequently to be chosen by God is 
necessarily to be chosen for perfect holiness. One of the comments made by one or the other of the prophets is that 
God is so pure that He cannot look upon sin or impurity. He cannot look upon it, so He needs to be shielded. 
That by the way is what we were celebrating this morning: that our moral shortcomings, our moral rebellions are 
shielded from our holy Father by the blood of Christ, and we are washed clean, it is a process over time. So we are 
chosen by God to dwell with Him through eternity. We are chosen by God to become perfect in holiness. And 
there is only one path by which we can reach that holiness, and that is [the path of] discipline. We would like it to 
be otherwise and we often say that it is. We say, “No, no, no; we are cleansed by grace!” That is true.  But it is the 
grace of God that works in us to transform us and change us into the image of Christ. That is a process over time 
by which we gradually assume the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the last [ultimate] of which is self-control. This is a 
calling as deeply serious as it is gloriously joyful. That is lesson which Israel simply never really or fully grasped.  
 
Judgment is the emphasis again in chapter 7:8, when for the first time the Lord has Amos refer to Israel as “my 
people”. “Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people.” My people whom I have chosen, my people 
whom I have loved, my people whom I have drawn apart from the world and made them into my own: now in the 
midst of them I am going to have a plumb line and the plumb line is going to measure them. Then Amos concludes 
by saying, “…I will never pass by them again.” [He will] never pass over them again. He will never overlook their 
sins. The time has come: “I will drop the plumb line, I will measure them, and those who do not meet the measure 
will feel the fullness of my wrath.” Again in 7:15 and 8:2 he says “my people”, and then in Amos 9:10 God says, 
“All the sinners of my people will die who say, ‘Disaster will not overtake us.’”  
 
The emphasis here is that of judgment. But underneath that emphasis we sense that there is something else, 
something else that keeps the Lord repeating, “My people.” So we come to 9:14, and all of a sudden God says, “I 
will restore, I will restore.” The point is that God is not abandoning His people. He didn’t abandon them then; He 
doesn’t abandon them now, and He never will.  
 
This is the passage:  

’In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its breaches, and raise up its ruins 
and rebuild it as in the days of old, (9:12) that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations 
who are called by name,’ declares the Lord who does this. (9:13) ‘Behold, the days are coming,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘when the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; the 
mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. (9:14) I will restore the fortunes of my 
people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink 
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their wine, and they shall make gardens and eat their fruit. (9:15) I will plant them on their land, and they 
shall never again be uprooted out of the land that I have given them,’ says the Lord your God.” 

Now think about that. If we were doing this correctly, I would start at Amos 1:1 and read right straight through 
down to this point. Then all of us would say, “You have got to be kidding! Here is a people who continually spit 
in God’s eye; here is a people who continually misuse all of the gifts that He has given to them; this is a people who 
turn away from Him and worship idols; this is a people who corrupt the worship that God Himself gave them in 
order that they would worship Him correctly; this is a people well worth falling under the most horrific kind of 
judgment – in fact often times the prophets say that the people of Israel did greater wickedness than the nations 
that were there before Israel came. But in the end God says, “I will restore.” Perhaps today when under the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit as I believe I suggested that you let the Spirit remind you of places where you 
yourself have fallen short, perhaps some of us feel like, hmm? But don’t ever let your mind our your heart forget 
that God has chosen to love you, and though in His judgment He may very well deal harshly and you may suffer 
pain as you endure the loss that is the necessary consequence of having spurned His grace, nevertheless what He 
says in the end is, “I will restore.” In your personal life you will experience again the amazing abundance of His 
grace. For our God loves beyond our comprehension, He loves. His intent in dealing with us is that we would be 
holy and come to prize the goodness of holiness above all other blessings, that we would enjoy the company of 
God.  
 
So indeed I ask the question, how must those words have sounded in the ears of the Israelites after all the words of 
judgment coming from Amos? I wonder if they were surreal, something impossible that didn’t make any sense at all. 
I thought about this: like somebody sending a postcard to you and they are vacationing and hiking in the 
mountains and you are at home with a broken leg! “O great! What a great blessing!” Words from a different 
reality. Or perhaps those words finally did what God wanted them to do, bringing conviction so that out of the 
mid-wife of pain there came new hope: “You know what, we still have opportunity! We can still clean up our act! 
We can still redirect the course of our lives and take up the Word of God and come into submission to it. There is 
still hope; there is still opportunity!” Or perhaps these words wash over them like a soothing song seducing them to 
set aside and forget all the dark sayings of the prophet and sink again into the empty assurance of a vain confidence 
based on a cultivated misunderstanding of God. “Ha, that’s right; I remember. God loves me! It’s ok, it’s ok. The 
prophet went overboard. The guys go overboard. Remember, God loves us! We don’t need to be in a big fuss about 
this!” The fact of the matter is that there was no revival in Israel after Amos preached, but rather they persevered in 
their rebellion until judgment came.  
 
The fact of the matter is that people have an almost miraculous ability to practice selective hearing: have you 
noticed? You know how it goes: “You can watch TV after you finished your homework.” “TV!” The ability to 
hear only that part which you prefer goes right along with denial: “Who me, you must be kidding. A problem? Oh 
no, not me!” “Let me tell you…” and here is the other half of denial, the blaming of others for what you did 
wrong. It is a marvelous combination of capabilities that we build into our soul, our psyche: we only hear what we 
want to hear, we deny responsibility for what we did, and we shift the blame onto somebody else, and for heaven’s 
sake no wonder God loves me. I am guilty of nothing except being picked on by other people who are not very 
nice. I can do that lightly; I can also do it seriously, I have raised five children and been one, and on boards and 
committees. Someone mentioned to me about some person, not to be named, who is very interested in teaching 
adults, having realized they could use the same techniques on adults as they used on children. Do you know why 
that is true? You do know why that is true. What we learned in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade we learned only too well and 
that is how to avoid responsibility, how to deny responsibility, and how to shift blame and declare ourselves 
innocent. Because after all, it wasn’t our fault. 
 
So what do we gather from these words of Amos? Do these words speak to us, or are they limited in their 
application to a long dead people of a long dead kingdom? Of course anytime we are listening to the Word of God 
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we know full well it is of instant and immediate relevance to us. For what did we hear the apostle Paul write to 
Timothy except this, that the Word of God is inspired in all of its parts and that it is suitable, it is applicable to all 
of us for teaching for reproof for correction and for training in righteousness. So the ear of the heart needs to be 
open to listen to the Holy Spirit regardless of where you are in scripture.  
 
So in Amos 9:11, we understand that God is speaking through Amos, and in that verse there are two essential 
understandings that will come to us if we take the time to reflect upon them and let them actually speak. In that 
day, God says through His servant, I will lift up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its breaches, and raise 
up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old. What are we hearing from God in that particular verse? First is that 
what is promised at this point is total recovery. The house of David, He says, will be raised. The breeches in the 
walls of Jerusalem will be repaired. The ruins of the city will be raised up and rebuilt as in the days of old. If you 
were an Israelite in the days of Amos, what would come to your mind as you heard those words of promise? I 
suspect that what would come to your mind were the glorious days of David and Solomon, when Jerusalem was the 
crowning jewel of the entire Mediterranean world. We are told that there was gold everywhere and silver was 
considered almost worthless. What a marvelous image of prosperity would come to their minds! We are told that 
Solomon had pools and gardens and forests and the city was magnificent and so was the land. So they would reach 
back to that wonderful promise coming from the golden age of their past.  
 
But there might have been just a slight double-edge, because of course the people listening to Amos and perhaps 
drinking in these marvelous, positive words might be conscious of the fact that although at this point Israel, the 
northern ten tribes, was far more wealthy than Judah the southern two, nevertheless they are in a kingdom that is in 
rebellion against the house of David. The glory of Jerusalem is not the same as the glory of Samaria and that what 
they have achieved in heaping up their very wealthy cities indeed does not stand in a straight line with the blessings 
they are being reminded of and promised for the house of David.  
 
There is a second, another understanding that comes from Amos 9:11. It is God and God alone who is going to 
make all this happen. This is a very powerful statement. Notice it again: “In that day I will raise up the booth of 
David that has fallen and repair its breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old…” This is 
sovereign grace. No one in Israel could have any illusions if they paid any attention to what he had to say, or if they 
read the word of God in any kind of consistency that they deserved the promises that were now being handed out 
to them. It is sovereign grace just as it was in the beginning recorded for us in Deuteronomy. They were a small 
people, they had no standing before God – you know that Abraham was an idolater before God called him; but 
God called him. So this is sovereign grace, God acting out of the abundance of His own power to bring about what 
He has determined for the blessing of His people and the glory of His own name.  
 
Amos does not attempt to explain how God was going to accomplish all this. I suspect that Amos didn’t know how 
God was going to accomplish all this. On the other hand I am sure that Amos did know how God had saved Israel 
out of Egypt. I am sure that he knew that. He knew that God was capable of remarkable things, of sending a man 
back to a kingdom where he was under condemnation. I suspect that Amos also was aware of the way in which 
Joshua had conquered the city of Jericho and then the entirety of the Promised  Land. I am sure that Amos knew 
that.  You and I both know that the thread has not been broken. What thread? It is this thread; it is the thread of 
God’s active presence in the lives of His people for doing good to them and accomplishing His will. How do we 
know this? That is what we celebrated today! The greatest act of God’s intervention into the affairs of human lives 
is the act of Jesus dying on the cross. That act, the power of what He did on the cross continues to reach into every 
believing heart to day. So if you are cleansed from your sin, if your guilt is taken away, if you experience the 
liberation of those who now know the grace of God, it is because the act of God though His Son Jesus Christ some 
two thousand years ago in taking upon Himself our punishment and giving to us His life: that act continues to 
flow out as a river of life and hope and renewal into the hearts and minds of every person who believes. In the end, 
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that river will overwhelm all other things and the entirety of God’s creation will be renewed in that day. Great 
indeed will be that day.  
 
The fact of the matter is that that greatest of all acts was entirely hidden from Amos, although it is the prelude to 
what Amos is promising. The restoration of the kingdom will not come until after the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Furthermore the redemptive work of Jesus is the prelude to lifting up the fallen booth of David. Jesus 
is indeed the Son of David, the promised king.  
 
You might think that to go so far forward [in time] as I just have would be a sort of speculative over-stretch of the 
imagination, considerably beyond what we find in the text. But that impression should be corrected when we follow 
in Amos 9:12. Notice what he says. “’In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its 
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old, that they may possess the remnant of Edom and 
all the nations that are called by My name,’ declares the Lord who does this.” We have again the affirmation of 
God of God’s sovereign grace. It is God who makes these things happen. In the 16th century the Reformers and all 
Protestant churches right through the 19th century understood what was called the providence of God. God orders 
the lives of men. This is providence. It is powerfully illustrated in the words of God to Jeremiah when He calls him 
to be a prophet. If you look at Jeremiah 1:4-5 and 9-10, listen to what he says. 

“Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 
you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’ ‘Then the Lord put out his 
hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, ‘Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. See, I 
have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant.’”  

Who does that? It is God who does that. Sometimes we have a debate: did God plant the United States of 
America? In one sense I would say, no. But in a more profound sense I would say, yes, of course. Because every 
nation upon the face of the earth is equally accountable to God and God arranges the rising and falling of all the 
nations upon the earth. There is no people, no place, no time when we are not in direct accountability to the Living 
God for all that we are, all that we do, all that we say. God has His purposes which may be hidden from our eyes 
but are never hidden from His. Nations and peoples of the world have largely lost sight of providence. Much of the 
church has lost sight of it as well. So we consider ourselves to be operating on our own, but it is never true. We 
operate under His directing hand.  
 
Being fully convinced of the reality of God’s active presence and rule in the world, Amos would have entertained no 
hesitations or doubt that God would in the course of time bring about everything that He promises, and that 
indeed He would bring the nations of the world to Himself. And I suspect that Amos knew when that promise was 
first given, and so do we. It was given by God to Abraham at the beginning of the story of salvation. You can read 
it if you go back to Genesis 12:3, “I will bless those who bless you and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” It has always been the intention of God to finally restore all 
humanity and the entire world to the place of blessing from which it fell in Adam’s sin. That is a profound thing 
for us to remember. God never changes His mind; He never alters His course; He perseveres to accomplish what 
He sets out to do. The Lord’s blessings in restoring the kingdom reaches to every nation in the world. All the 
families will be blessed through Abraham. So Salvation is also for the Gentiles.  
 
But it goes beyond that. It is remarkable that in this passage he specifies Edom. We have not ever done a full study 
of the relationship between Edom, which is Esau, the “unchosen brother” of Jacob, [and Jacob or Israel]. But when 
Israel was returning to the Promised Land from their slavery in Egypt, you might recall that Edom refused them 
passage. We are also told elsewhere that when Jerusalem fell under the hand of her enemies, the Edomites rejoiced. 
Edom was the people not chosen. How many of us know people who are “not chosen”, or at least that is what we 
think. Edom was considered to be the quintessence of those who hated the people of God and were delighted to see 
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them suffer. But you notice that here it is not just that Edom is going to be conquered. What we are told is that 
Edom will be called by God’s name. Beloved, this is of critical importance. What is being spoken of here is not 
subjugation but integration. This comes to our understanding if we understand where the term “called by my 
name” is used in scripture. If you were to look at Isaiah 4:1 you would see the same terminology in reference to 
marriage. “Will be called by my name”: My wife is called by my name. She is not in subjection to me; our lives are 
integrated with one another. We are equals in that relationship. It is not just used of marriage. It is also used in 
Genesis 48:16 and in 1 Kings 8:43 for adoption. Those who are adopted become an integral and inseparable part 
of the family. You and I are by the way adopted into the family of God. How long will be in the family of God? It 
is forever; it is never broken. [We are] integrated into the marvelous life of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit forever! “Called by my name”: the temple in Jerusalem was to be called by God’s name. Why was it was to be 
called by God’s name? It was because the Spirit of God dwelt there. Lastly the cross reference into the New 
Testament is to Ephesians 2:11-13 and 19-21. Notice what Paul says about the integrating of Gentile and Jew: 

“Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh called ‘the uncircumcision’ by what is 
called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ…So then you are no long strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God…”  

You don’t have to knock at the front door, you can walk in. You are family! So the bonds of trust have been woven 
so that there is no now fear or hesitation. The welcome is rich and strong and enduring and enfolding. That is why 
we saw earlier when we were anticipating sharing in the Lord’s Supper, do we rightly understand the body of 
believers united in Christ? One time or another I have made this comment: how many people do you know that you 
would entrust to take care of all of your accounts and assets in the event that you could not? We should be able to 
turn to anyone in this congregation and say, “I you let you take care of things.” Can we do that today? No. Can we 
do it tomorrow? Step by step. Sometimes people wonder why isn’t it enough just to come and worship on Sunday 
morning and be blessed? It is because you remain strangers! If you want to activate the gifts of the Holy Spirit, you 
must be woven together in the bonds of love to the point where you know each other well enough to trust one 
another with the things that are important about life. So if we remain separated, if we remain apart, guess what: we 
are separated and apart! Brilliant observation: horrible observation!  
 
What did Jesus say? You are to love one another as I have loved you. How much did Jesus love His men? [He 
loved them] enough to die for them.  
 
Amos goes on to say, “Behold the days are coming, says the Lord, when the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and 
the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; the mountains shall drip sweet wine and all the hills shall flow with it. 
I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel. They shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them, they shall 
plant vineyards and drink the wine, they shall plant gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant them on their land and 
they shall never again be uprooted.” God knows our desire for abundance. He knows it, and He agrees with it. I 
had a conversation with a lovely person, a brilliantly intelligent person who agrees with me that gardening is the 
thing you ought to do! But those of us who love to garden face a dilemma don’t we: the drought in California is so 
severe that it is imprudent and ungracious to use water on expendable things. But God knows our delight in 
abundance. God knows that it gives the heart gladness, it causes us to sing; it makes the spirit smile: of course! But 
God knows us well enough to know that the price of abundance is obedience. For those who cannot submit to God 
and be obedient will be corrupted by abundance, and God’s purpose, what He wanted for Israel and He wants for 
us is that we would be holy so we can dwell with Him forever. 
 
Please pray with me: Father, how can we comprehend Israel? Well, by letting Your Spirit turn the light of Your 
truth on our own lives. How often you have had to pull us back. Thank You for doing so. Father may we learn to 
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turn around before we have gone so far, may we learn to alter the things we love so that we love the things that You 
love, and learn, our Father, the joy of Your Spirit’s companion ship over all other things. We thank You for the 
supper today; we thank You for one another. But Father beyond all things we thank You for Your grace. It is in 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
Questions for Understanding and Application: 
1. If someone were to ask you, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” how would you answer them?   
 
 
2. Would you say you are a steadfast person and if so what has helped to make you one?   
 
 
3. What qualities do you most admire in Jesus? Do you consciously look to Jesus as a model?   
 
 
4. In your experience what is most daunting about living the Christian life? What have you found to be most 

fruitful in your Christian walk?   
 
 
5. What is your preferred way of serving others?   
 
 
6. Who are the wisest people in your life and how have they influenced you?   
 
 
7. What sort of  values shift has come about in your life since you became a believer, or, how do your values as a 

Christian differ from those of the “average person on the street”?   
 
 
8. In what ways does our consumer culture work against developing steadfastness of character?   
 
 
9. In your experience what makes it hard to “wait upon the Lord” and how does such waiting relate to the issue 

of wisdom?   
 
 
10. What is your description of a double-minded person? In what parts of your life are you tempted to be double-

minded? 
 
 
11. As you see it, why is steadfastness a valuable quality both for one’s spiritual life and secular living? 16 
 


