
The Honor That Is Due Christ (pt 3) - John 8-48-59 7-11-21
When we talk to someone about gospel-defining truth and they oppose what we say, do 

we either try to meet on some neutral ground, or do we agree to disagree without any ultimatum 
of sorts or warning, or do we back away not wanting to get into any conversation that may 
potentially get heated? Are the defining claims of the Christian faith up for negotiation or are 
they really not up for debate, but are just to be truthfully presented to someone? Earlier this week 
I was talking to a man up in Pottsville and he was coming at me, quite forcefully, with all his 
rejections of Jesus and Christianity saying that he believed this and he believed that. And he went 
on and on. Though they are different in ways, evangelism and apologetics go hand in hand. You 
should be familiar with what evangelism is, but you may not be familiar with what apologetics 
is. Apologetics is to give a defense, to defend something by way of reasoned argument. And this 
is where we need to see how connected these two are. Anyone who is not a true believer is a 
believer of something. Everyone is religious and has religious views, even if they are an atheist. 
So what happens fundamentally in evangelism is that one opposing belief clashes with Christian 
belief. That’s part of what happens when someone comes to be saved. Their old life with their 
old beliefs come to an end and get destroyed. So within evangelism you have to give a defense 
for how the truth claims of Christianity are true. So a fundamental starting point here is 
defending that God does exist, not that He might exist, defending that Jesus is fully God and 
fully man, not that He might be, defending that salvation is all of God’s grace and none of your 
doing, not that all of that is a maybe. So our defense of God’s truth must rest upon and come 
from God’s truth first. That’s where the reasoned argument of defense must start from. 

God does exist and everyone knows it, yet in our unrighteousness we suppress the truth 
about God and trade the truth for a lie. We, in our denial of God, we worship the creature rather 
than the Creator and we do so by living in a way that uses God’s truth and resources while we, at 
the same time, deny the Giver of that truth and resources, because we worship self. This comes 
out in either living our own way or believing our own claims. So defending the Christian faith is 
laying out the truth of God before those who oppose it, not so that they can make an educated 
decision based on the evidence provided, but so that they can hear truth that’s really not up for 
debate, that’s really not up for the person to go, “Eh, let me weigh the evidence and judge what is 
true.” The claims of Christianity are true, period, whether people like them or not. That’s where 
the defense, the apologetics, connects with evangelism. Evangelism is proclaiming the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. It is to tell someone certain statements of fact, statements of fact that will be 
naturally opposed to whatever someone believes that is not the true gospel of Jesus Christ. So 
evangelism is to be serving them the gospel on a plate whether they initially want that meal or 
not. It’s God’s work whether they then eat it or not, but the presentation goes out and must go 
out. This is how Jesus interacts all the time. He says, “This is true, this is true, and this is true 
whether you like it or agree with it or not.” He did this over and over again, especially when He 
says, “Truly, truly, I say to you.” We should follow His methods.  

Even this method of approach with people brings God honor, because you are making it 
known that He does exist, not that it is a maybe. Even when we say things like, “You will find 
out. You will stand before God one day.” This brings honor to God, because there is no question 
about it. That will happen. Everyone will stand before God one day. Above all, the claims of 
Christ are crazy to the world. We see more examples of it here. Jesus claims to know God, to 
keep His word, and to exist before Abraham was. And in this God brings honor to Jesus through 



Jesus Himself. And the religious elites respond by saying, “How dare you claim that! Who do 
you think you are? Who do you make yourself out to be?”

So as we go through this passage one last time before we move to chapter 9, let us ask the 
question here, how does God bring honor to Jesus through Jesus Himself and the claims He 
makes about Himself? We will see this in 1) Jesus’ claim of knowing God, 2) Jesus’ claim of 
keeping God’s word, and 3) Jesus’ claim of being God. 

Jesus claims to know God. This is nothing new. This is not something they haven’t heard 
before. Jesus has made this claim over and over again. He has done so, because this strikes at the 
core of their contention with Him. They claim to know God, but Jesus says they actually don’t 
know Him. Jesus knows Him and they don’t know Jesus, therefore they don’t know God the 
Father. This brings honor to Jesus, because it reveals, for one, that Jesus is one in nature with 
God. They are one in essence, because they co-exist together within the Godhead as persons of 
the Trinity with the Holy Spirit as well. So whenever Jesus claims to know God, He is claiming 
to be God in nature, while at the same time being separate from God in person and role. This is 
the infinite mystery of the 3 in 1. So God the Father and Jesus are one in being, but are distinct 
from one another, therefore they co-exist in a relational way where they intimately know each 
other. And what ought to magnify this in its majesty is that, by nature each are perfect in every 
way. Every attribute that you can bring up about the one must be attributed to the other and to the 
same fullest extent. So as that connects together in a relational way their relationship with each 
other is perfectly holy between themselves, perfectly loving between themselves, perfectly good, 
perfectly wise, perfectly patient, and so on. This is how we ought to scratch the surface on who 
Father and Son are and what their relationship is like with each other. But, man, how can we do 
justice in trying to describe these facets of who God is in the 3 in 1? I just get to a point where I 
just stop, because what more can you say in trying to describe the most beautiful, perfect, and 
exalted One that is so infinite? Nothing and no one compares to Him, so descriptions don’t seem 
to suffice. That’s the framework in which doxologies exist in reflecting and describing the things 
of God in who He is, what He does, and how He does it that just leave you in a state of awe. 

In furthering this concept of honor from the connection of intimacy by nature and in 
relationship this continues on in the fact that no one knows God in this way. No one else can 
make this claim, but the son of God who is fully God and fully man. Jesus is the name above 
every name. Jesus is highly exalted in His position of royalty. No one comes close to the eternal 
and perfect love He has for His Father. Jesus is the perfect realization of what it is to know 
someone in their fullness, as He knows His Father. And this is one thing that gets these religious 
leaders so aggravated with Him. They want to claim this knowing God for themselves. They 
claim they know God better. They think they hold that position of royalty and exaltation. This is 
their claim that centers on knowing, but Jesus says that they are deceived about it and dead 
wrong. And, again, as we think about the relationship between God and Jesus we must think of 
the deepest, fullest, and most perfect love between two persons that could ever be. And they 
think that’s ultimately what they have for God except in reality as Jesus truly sees, they reject 
Him. And this is one place where we can really see that the truth is not up for debate. Jesus tells 
them the truth whether they want to hear it or not, whether they receive it or not. 

What points even more to His eternal existence is how Jesus’ response is structured 
compared with what He said earlier in verse 51. What he says at the end of verse 55 basically 
mirrors verse 51 and it does so by highlighting His divine nature. When He said that those who 



keep His word never see death, we can line that up with, “but I do know Him and I keep His 
word.” Within this knowing God is the fact that Jesus has never and will never see death. 
Knowing God in the fullest extent in this way, that is by nature where He never sees death, 
shows His deity. And what comes out of that is grace given to sinners where we can know God 
without seeing death. We don’t experience this, because we are gods or something like that, but 
we experience this in a different way being created beings, which Jesus is not. Plus having the 
ability to have a relationship with the Trinity like a sinner does in salvation only in and through 
Jesus is, because God is a gracious God. He desires to have that intimacy that is only perfect, 
because Jesus is perfect and it exists in Him. But perfect isn’t a characteristic we can have any 
claim to, hence the meaning of grace, God’s unmerited favor on us and power within us. That’s 
what brings us closer and closer into a Trinitarian fellowship. And that relationship expands more 
when there are trials and hardships for us to go through this side of heaven. Great Puritan Samuel 
Rutherford once said, “There is no sweeter fellowship with Christ than to bring our wounds and 
our sores to Him.” Through acknowledging our utter dependence upon God and living in His 
grace we come to see that relationship grows when God is exalted and we are not. We face death, 
but the One who does not face death works within us to cause us to hold fast to Him by knowing 
Him. Much of that is through hardships. All this connects back to the honor that is brought to 
Jesus through Him knowing His Father. 

Expanding upon the infinite truth of God more, on this subject, is how God brings honor 
to Jesus through Jesus’ keeping of His Father’s word. Now, notice something with me that is just 
incredible. What does it say that the true believer keeps in verse 51? They keep “my word,” 
which is Jesus’ word. But then in verse 55 Jesus says that a by-product of Him knowing His 
Father is that He keeps His Father’s word. With the difference of the believer keeping Jesus’ 
word and Jesus keeping the Father’s word this tells us that Jesus’ word and the Father’s word are 
the same, because Jesus and God the Father are the same in nature, one in nature. It is both their 
word, because they co-exist in perfect relation and being. Therefore, to keep Jesus’ word is to 
keep God’s word. This is another point in which Jesus shows them the reality of their deception. 
If they would keep God’s word like they claim to then they would also keep Jesus’ word. But 
they don’t. You see what is running through this constantly? Jesus’ claim in being and Jesus’ 
claim in doing are things that strike at the root on their religion and expose it for the false 
religion that it is. So at the same time as this Jesus is claiming and showing that He is God in the 
flesh, the second person of the Trinity and the Messiah that they are expecting. And while doing 
this He strikes at the purpose of why He came. This is yet another instance of the person and 
work of Jesus unfolded for us to see. Those who see this truth, see it by God’s gift of faith. 

So while we bring out the person of Jesus in this, we also bring out the purpose of Jesus 
in this. Do you remember what it means to keep Jesus’ word? Well, the obedience of keeping 
Jesus’ word for the believer is but a sliver compared to Jesus’ obedience in keeping His Father’s 
word. This has to do with not only His role in the plan of redemption, but also in His specific 
fulfillment of the office of Prophet, which was a facet of His role in redemption. We pull this 
office of Prophet out, because this has to do with God’s word. This all was fulfilled, because 
Jesus was fully God and fully man. Jesus loved God’s truth by living according to it. Jesus 
preserved God’s truth by proclaiming it to all people. Jesus protected God’s truth by His 
exclusive claims of salvation in Himself alone as He is the only way to reconciliation with the 
Father. Jesus also interacted with God’s truth as He stood on the all sufficient word of God and 



drew from that well in all instances for Himself, which was as a Substitute for His people. All 
this He did perfectly as THE Prophet. In the grand scheme of salvation Jesus’ perfect obedience 
was required in keeping His Father’s word in every aspect, not just in the office of Prophet. Our 
need for rescue demanded that someone be 100% obedient in every way. So while we still sin 
even when we have been redeemed, Jesus shows us how perfect obedience can be. And that’s 
what we need to see here. We were required to meet the demands of God in perfect obedience yet 
we cannot do that even in one instance before salvation to gain salvation. We still can’t do it if 
we are saved, because it takes absolute perfection. Any obedience of ours only can flow out of 
the new heart that God gives by His sovereign grace, because of Jesus’ perfect obedience. And 
His perfect obedience happens, because He is fully God. 

It was no secret to the Jews that this Jesus was claiming to be God. They were so taken 
back by the audacity of this man that the more He claimed to be God, the more they got heated. 
Their anger grew and grew. So as this man stood before these people God brought honor to Him 
as He claimed to be God. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection was according to the Scriptures, 
according to the wonderful sovereign plan of God that was testified about all through the Old 
Testament. These are the very Scriptures that many of the Jews knew like the back of their hand, 
but were ignorant as to what God had said and who He testified about in the promise of the 
coming Messiah. In seeing this there are certain highlights that come up when Jesus’ claim to be 
God becomes prominent. Verse 58 is one of those times. This has been set up as the headline for 
Jesus’ seven “I am” statements, which are all found in the Gospel of John. All seven “I am” 
statements fall under this grand claim that we listen to here as Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, 
I am.” When He says this the religious leaders knew what was happening. They were very 
familiar with Exodus 3:14 when God tells Moses to tell His covenant people that God had sent 
Moses to them. Moses said, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God 
said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’” Jesus is making a direct reference to this and they come back with a reference of 
their own, and so charge Him with blasphemy. And punishment according to God’s law when 
someone blasphemes is to be stoned. Leviticus 24:16, “Whoever blasphemes the name of the 
LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him.” And these were the 
people who earlier “believed in Jesus.” Yet in this one short claim was the voice of God 
resounding throughout all eternity. Jesus is the self-existent One who has no beginning and no 
end. Jesus is solidifying the validity of His eternal existence by using the same name as God used 
in the Old Testament. And He uses it, applying it to Himself. These Jews bring up the death of 
Abraham, but Jesus has never seen death nor will He ever, because He is who was, who is, and 
who is to come, the Alpha and Omega. 

Incredibly in this moment when these false believers try to stone Jesus God brings honor 
to Jesus. How? This is a fulfillment of the Scriptures. This is a revealing of the true nature of 
these Pharisees in their ignorance of the Messiah who has come. This is also a revealing of the 
true nature of Jesus where no one else could make this claim and truly back it up. This solidifies 
the path of Jesus to the cross even more as these religious leaders zero in on wanting to kill Him 
even more. This showcases the sovereign timing of God when Jesus hides Himself from this 
threat of stoning so as to exalt Himself as the center of human history and that all things are in 
orchestration according to Him and God’s timing. 



What a tremendous testimony this is about the Lord Jesus Christ where God brings honor 
to Him in such extraordinary ways. His wondrous works are mighty indeed. And they magnify as 
we magnify the detail of Scripture by taking time with God’s word. There’s no doubt that a lot of 
this has been significant for us, but let us see a few applications as we finish out this chapter. 

The first is to bring together various points from earlier, so we can be in awe of God’s 
grace in Christ. Jesus knew God perfectly and kept His word perfectly, but these are also 
characteristics of true believers though their “perfectly” is covered in the substitutionary work of 
their Savior. God’s grace allows us to partake in the knowing of God and the keeping of His 
word. This is something of which we do not deserve. Now, when we see this result of grace in 
the life of the believer alongside the perfect work of Christ then we should go deeper into a life 
of gratitude. We should see the perfection of this knowing God and keeping His word only in the 
context of how Jesus exchanges with us His righteousness for our sin. We stand in perfection, 
because of Him, if you are in Christ. That doesn’t mean that our knowing God and our keeping 
His word is perfect like His is. Ours is according to the process and progress of sanctification. In 
that is seeing unmerited mercy more magnified that can touch everyday life. This can simply be 
done by recognizing that following Christ is knowing God and keeping His word and knowing 
that the Holy Spirit causes that to grow and brings it to completion.  

Another application is that when you stand in Christ and live in Christ as you follow 
Him, then many people will seek to cast stones at you. Everyone is religious with a system of 
belief that they have come to be the authority in, so whenever a Christian speaks against their 
system then they charge them with blasphemy. They worship their own god of their own making 
and when a follower of Christ stands on the truth claims of Christ and His gospel then they 
believe that we are speaking lies and slandering their god. When this false charge happens then 
we are in good company, because Jesus was falsely charged for blasphemy here. When the truth 
is told, when sin is confronted, when the offensive gospel of Jesus is broadcast, and when all 
people are commanded to keep Jesus’ word then those who are lost will not like it. They will 
slander us thinking we are the blasphemers. They’ll do this in their whispers and in their 
boasting. But through this obedience of the Great Commission we trust in the God behind that 
warfare knowing that this is exactly what He uses to change lives. This is the way of life for 
followers of Christ, because eternity drives them. We know what we are up against. Every 
evangelistic effort involves defending the truth of God in all its gospel components. This is 
modeled here by the greatest evangelist and greatest apologist, Jesus. 

Living in this way according to the will of the Lord results in a life of service. The 
greatest service we could give anyone is serving them the gospel of Christ and Him crucified. All 
our other actions can and should be accessories that enhance the gospel, but if there is no action 
of vocalizing God’s message about salvation in His Son alone then we have failed as 
ambassadors for Christ, which is the role of every believer. An ambassador is an authorized 
messenger sent by the higher authority to go and be a representative for that authority figure. So 
fundamental to this role is serving the gospel with our voice. If we are to love our neighbor the 
way we are supposed to be, this is at the root. As God honors Jesus through Jesus Himself, He 
does this the same as the people of God are faithful to what God’s gospel says as it exalts Jesus 
the way He is supposed to be exalted. God sent out His word through Jesus, which brought honor 
to Jesus through Jesus Himself. God sends out His word through His people, which brings honor 
to Jesus through the truth found in Jesus Himself. With a gospel focus in life in living on the 



gospel and proclaiming the gospel then the honor that is due Jesus is given to Jesus. This should 
be our deep desire. 


