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Romans 6:15-23 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 30 

Introduction: 

     The Apostle Paul continues on here in Romans 6. Now that he has dealt with the truth of 
the believer’s position in Christ, he begins to elaborate with the practical application and the 
importance of this biblical concept.  

Romans 6:15-23 
 

15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded 
your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your 
members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those 
things is death. 

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.1 

__________________________________________  
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:15-23. 
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     Paul has a way of backtracking to explain what he is trying to relay in detail. Notice the 
question at the beginning of the chapter.  Look at verse one - What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound? The question that the Apostle Paul posed in verse 
number is now explored from another angle, that is shall a Christian continue to sin because 
sin’s power over them has been broken? Paul says – God forbid!2 

 

      Paul goes on to tell us in verse eleven; ‘Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but 
alive to God in Christ Jesus.’3 ‘Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should 
obey it in the lusts thereof.’4 There is a danger in continuing in sin, and Paul is about to 
explain. There is a great addiction that plagues all of humanity, for both the Christian and the 
non-Christian. This addiction is called sin. A believer under grace is never to be a salve of sin, 
but they should indeed become a slave of righteousness. Understanding this there are three 
important reasons we are to reckon ourselves dead to sin, and not to be a salve of sin.  
 

1. A Slave unto righteousness is consistent with God’s Plan in Christ. 

Romans 6:15 
 

15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.5 

 

     In Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, Charles J. Ellicott writes concerning this 
passage; ‘The Apostle returns to a difficulty very similar to that which presented itself at the 
beginning of the chapter. The answer is couched under a slightly different metaphor. It is no 
longer death to the one, life to the other, but freedom from the one, service to the other. These 
are correlative terms. Freedom from sin implies service to God, just as freedom from God 
means service to sin. The same idea of service and freedom will be found worked out in John 
8:32-34; John 8:36, and in Galatians 5:1.’6 In this verse, we see the plan of God is that we 
never allow sin to master us.  
 
     There is a very important difference between the question in this verse and the question 
in verse 1. The difference is the tense of the verb. In verse 1 it is present tense meaning 
continuing in sin, and in verse 15 it is an aorist tense meaning a specific moment of sin. By 
using this tense we learn an important point and that is, a series of specific moments of sin 
are that which lead sin to have mastery over an individual.  
__________________________________________  
2 Note: Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? The Apostle Paul responds with ta resounding; God Forbid 
(AV) May it never be. ‘May it never be! Used 14 times in Paul’s epistles (10 times in Romans alone; 3:4, 6, 31; 6:2, 15; 
7:7, 13; 9:14; 11:1, 11), this expression is the strongest Greek idiom for repudiating a statement, and it contains a 
sense of outrage that anyone would ever think the statement was true.’ John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study 
Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1670. 
 

3 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 6:11. 
 

4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:12. 
 

5 Ibid., Romans 6:15. 
 

6 Charles John Ellicott, “Commentary on Romans” (1905). Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers. Date Accessed: 
July 1, 2017: https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/ebc/romans-6.html. 
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     Now the mood of the verb “God forbid”, or “By no means” or “may it never be” depending 
on the translation that your using, regardless the tense is Optative. This is a very rare mood 
in the Greek text.  In fact, it is only used 67 times in the entire New Testament. The optative 
mood is the mood of strong wish or desire. According to Dana and Mantey, two esteemed 
New Testament Greek grammarians; when a negative is used with this mood; it completely 
negates or demolishes the previous statement or assertion.7  In other words, in the mind of 
God that Paul is relaying here, the strong desire or wish is that the kind of thinking that 
specific moments of sin are okay needs to be demolished. The thought that someone can look 
at the grace of God and use it, as a reason to live in sin – is crazy! 
 
     It is not an insurance policy: Grace is in no way a free, licenses to sin. Because, sin will 
master us, and God’s plan for our lives is for us not to be enslaved by sin but to be enslaved 
by righteousness. The Apostle Paul emphatically rejects the notion that the freedom from sin 
and the law implies the freedom to sin.  God forbid. 
 
 

2. A Slave unto righteousness is consistent with God’s Purpose in Christ. 

Romans 6:16 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 8 

     The practical implication of this verse is that we will become a slave to whatever we are 
continually submitting ourselves to. Whatever we continually obey, that is to which we will 
become a slave. Moral decisions still matter in the life of a Christian. Giving into sin results 
in people increasingly becoming obedient slaves to sin. God’s purpose in saving us, for His 
glory is not for us to be mastered by what He saved us from.  

     This sort of activity will eventually lead to death, as the Scripture teaches. ‘If anyone sees 
his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life 
to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that 
he should make request for this. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin 
not leading to death.’9 

__________________________________________  
7 H. E.. Dana & Julius R. Mantey: A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, (New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1927), Fifteenth Printing 1967. 
 

8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:16. 
 
9 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013),  
I John 5:16-17. 
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     This is not implying that a genuine believer can actually lose their salvation, but it places 
them on dangerous grounds of death, and being moved away from the full joy of the faith. It 
is not consistent with God’s purpose for the saved believer to continue to be mastered and 
enslaved by salve. It brings God no glory.  

     The Apostle Paul explains this in greater detail to the Church at Corinth. ‘For we are God’s 
fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 10 According to the grace of God 
which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another 
builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can 
anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will 
become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will 
test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, 
he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through fire.’10 Paul would go on to give them a stern warning for those 
living and practicing in habitual sin. ‘Do you not know that you are God's temple and that 
God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. 
For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.’11 

 

Lastly: 

3. A Slave unto righteousness is consistent with the true Believer’s Position in 
Christ. 

 

Romans 6:17-18 
 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.12 
 
 
________________________________________  
10 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), 1 Corinthians 3:9-15. 
 
11English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17. 
 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:17-18. 
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Sub-point A - What God has done. 
 
     The knowledge and practical application of this truth will move a believer to 
righteousness. Because of what God has done. Notice verse 18 - Being then made free from 
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
 

     Being then made and  ye became – these are both passive tense verbs. Meaning the object 
being acted upon, had nothing to do with it.  Romans 9:16, ‘So then it depends not on 
human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.13 Look at how the Authorized 
Version translates it, ‘So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that sheweth mercy.’14 
 

John 1:12-13 
 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.15 

     These passages clearly vindicate the Sovereign work of God in the salvation of sinners. In 
that, the lost man being the object is passive and he is being acted upon by a supernatural 
sovereign power which is the will of God. Paul indicates this again in verse 18, when he says 
the passive object acted upon as ‘being made free from sin.’ God has caused us by His grace 
to be made free from sin and now He has made us servants or the slaves of Righteousness. 
This action, this work will be evident in the life of a true believer, because “Salvation is of the 
LORD.” 
 
 

Sub-point B - What we once was. 
 

Romans 6:19-21 
 

19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded 
your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your 
members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those 
things is death. 

________________________________________  
13 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 9:16. 
 

14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:16. 
 

15 Ibid., John 1:12-13. 
 

16 Ibid., Romans 6:19-21. 
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       Paul acknowledges that the illustration from slavery is imperfect, it nonetheless stresses 
the importance of giving oneself wholly to God rather than to sin. Remember what you once 
was? At one time, you were totally held captive to the yoke of sin, you were in bondage to it.  
You could not break the chains, but God’s Grace set you free.  
 
     You want to run a test of the reality of your faith in Christ? Look at verse 21 – Paul is 
speaking of what you once was. What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed? for the end of those things is death.17 Do the old things break your heart, are you 
ashamed of what you once was?  What is the fruit of it all, nothing but shame, guilt and power 
over you because of who you once was.  
 
     Paul tells us of our condition prior to regeneration in Ephesians 2. ‘And you hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;).18 This is who we were prior to 
God’s grace, we were in total bondage to our own sin and fallen nature. 
 
Sub-point C - What we are now. 
 
     Paul teaches the new believers what they are now by the grace of God. He writes, ‘But now 
that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads 
to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’19  

 

     A true believer in Christ has a new status, they have a new destiny. They will have the fruit 
unto holiness to show it.  The knowledge of these truths will answer Paul’s question from the 
beginning of the chapter. What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?20  Look at 
what God has done, where you once was, and where you are now. A true believer is made to 
know this.  

 
 
 
________________________________________  
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:21. 
 

18 Ibid., Ephesians 2:1-5. 
 

19 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 6:22-23. 
 

20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:1-2. 



7 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 
 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

 
Dana H. E. & Julius R. Mantey. A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament. New 

York: The Macmillan Company, 1927, Fifteenth Printing 1967. 
 
Ellicott, Charles John. Commentary on Romans (1905). Ellicott’s Commentary for 

English Readers. Date Accessed: July 1, 2017: 
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/ebc/romans-6.html. 

 
English Standard Version. ESV Reformation Study Bible. Orlando: Reformation Trust  

of Ligonier Ministries, 2015. 
 

Holy Bible. King James Version, Scofield Study Bible. New York: Oxford University  
Press, 2000. 

 
MacArthur, John. The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. La Habra, CA: The Lockman 

Foundation, 2006. 
 

New American Standard Version. NASB Study Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson  
Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013. 

 
New King James Version. New King James Version Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson  

Publishing - Harper Collins, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/ebc/romans-6.html


8 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 

 

NOTES LESSON-30 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROMANS 6:15-23 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


