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This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of Acts 11. As 
you turn to Acts 11, you may be a guest or visitor with us this morning, I want to 
welcome you as we as a family of faith are taking a journey through the book of Acts not 
just to see the chronology of the early church, not just to see a biography of those early 
believers who are so significant to our faith today, but the purpose in walking through the
book of Acts, particularly today in chapter 11, is to center it all upon one statement that's 
made in chapter 17, verse 6. It says there that the early church who was lacking in 
resources, who was greatly outnumbered by the culture, that that early church, it says 
these are they who have turned the world upside down, and in a world that you and I 
walk in every day that is in increasingly more contrary to the things of God, increasingly 
spiritually becoming more and more dark, how do we become individuals, families, how 
do we become a church, how do we become a family of faith who sees the world turned 
upside down much like it did in the book of Acts

One of the issues and struggles we have with the book of Acts is saying, well, that was 
just how God moved back then, it's not how he moves today. One of the things that we've
noticed walking through the book of Acts is everything we've addressed, every passage 
we've been in, is just as applicable to today in our world as it was in theirs thousands of 
years ago. Today in chapter 11, the gospel has been put forth to the Gentiles in the 
previous chapter, to the uttermost parts of the earth is about to come to fruition, no longer
is the gospel relegated just in Judea, no longer is it simply just among the people who we 
know as Jewish, now the Gentiles, now the pagans, now the heathens have heard and they
have responded. In chapter 11, we, the people of God, we, the children of God, find 
ourselves on the world's radar. For a season we were just those over there, but now all of 
a sudden the faith of the Gentiles has taken such storm of the culture that it's been noticed
by those who are outside of the faith and here in chapter 11 you and I are going to receive
a designation, not one that we give to ourselves, one the world gives to us, and I would 
daresay as we're going to see today, this designation is more rare than you might even 
realize in the Bible. We're about to see how peculiar we're really called to be.

In Acts 11, beginning in verse 19 it says, 
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19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose 
about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, 
preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. 20 And some of them 
were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch,
spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the 
Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the 
Lord. 22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church 
which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as
far as Antioch. 23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 25 Then 
departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 26 And when he had found 
him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And 
the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 27 And in these days 
came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 

As you see, kind of the focus geographically has moved from Jerusalem unto Antioch 
and what we see is how peculiar you and I have truly been called to be. We're going to 
focus all of our attention today on verse 26, that they assembled themselves and there 
they were first called Christians.

Now I want to approach this passage really in two streams. I want to walk through it 
asking some very simple yet strategic questions about the events that took place 
historically in the book of Acts, the who, the what, the where, and the how. And then I 
want to take a step back and say, "Okay, that's who was involved, that's what took place, 
but how does that impact our lives today?" So we're actually going to walk through these 
questions twice for two separate purposes.

Let's deal with the story that took place in the book of Acts. Who is critical to this story? 
Obviously we have Barnabas and we have Saul. We know those figures, but the who that 
I want to focus on are those who give us the designation of Christian. This was not a self-
imposed title. In fact, if you go back to the book of Acts 9, when Saul was on the road to 
Damascus, he labeled us people of the Way, and yet today we would say that the term 
Christian is probably the most prolific identifier of those who believe in Jesus Christ and 
here's what's critical: we didn't come up with it. We didn't call ourselves this, the world 
saw our belief, saw our actions, heard our speech, and declared that we would be called a 
follower of Christ, a Christian.

Let me share with you the what. This is so critical to understanding for our own lives 
today. Here is the what. This was not a term of endearment. This was not a compliment. 
This was not an accolade, in fact, much the contrary. As I mentioned, this term is only 
used a few times in your New Testament but we need to go back into the Old Testament 
to realize how peculiar it really is.
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The book of Exodus 19. The Israelites have come out of Egypt. They've crossed the Red 
Sea. What we know as the 10 Commandments are about to be formally presented. 
Remember what the Lord said? He said, "You are to be a holy people unto me. You are 
to be peculiar." We know about the wandering in the wilderness, then Deuteronomy 14 
comes to be, the Israelites are about to go into the Promised Land finally after a 
generation dying out, and again here's what the Lord says, "You are to be a holy people. 
You are to be peculiar unto me." What do we see among the mannerisms of the Jewish 
people of the Old Testament? Very very peculiar, in fact, just recently I was going back 
into that book of Deuteronomy and I was reading all those dietary laws. Do you know 
what's interesting when you read those passages? It's not that the Lord was saying that 
one animal was inherently good and the other was inherently bad, there's a very important
phrase about when he says you shall not eat that animal, he said you as my people will 
not eat this. In other words, the Lord said from the very beginning that his people were to 
be distinct, his people were to be different, and can we all just agree there's probably not 
been a people on this planet more hated, more persecuted and more vilely offended than 
who we know as the Jewish people. That difference, that behavior, that speech.

When we get to the New Testament, that word peculiar shows up again in Titus 2, 1 Peter
2. It says that we are to be peculiar people, we are to be a holy nation. Let's talk about the 
word Christian. Here it says that the lost world in Antioch first declared us as Christians. 
Do you know the next time it shows up in the book of Acts? It's Acts 26. Whom we know
as the Apostle Paul is presenting himself again before one of the great leaders of his day, 
shares his testimony, shares the truth of Jesus Christ and do you know what that leader 
says? You have almost persuaded me to be a Christian. Why would that term be used 
there? Because even he recognized there is a peculiarity that comes with that, there's a 
distinctiveness that comes with that, there is a difference that comes with that 
designation.

Now where did this take place? Over and over here we see that it is in Antioch and that 
may not seem overly significant to you but allow me to remind you that Antioch was not 
the ancient Bible Belt. That was Jerusalem. Jerusalem is where the temple was. Jerusalem
is where Peter was. Jerusalem is where what we might call the stalwarts of the faith were.
Antioch was not the Bible Belt of its day, in fact, it was the third largest city in the 
Roman Empire at the time, it was known for its sophistication, its education and its 
cultural relevance. Why is that important? Because oftentimes when we talk about being 
distinct and being different, we talk about the world that is out there, we talk about all the
temptations, all the struggles and stuff. Understand, Antioch 2,000 years ago looked a 
whole lot like our culture today.

The last question is the how. How did this go for them? I mean, after all, they brought 
Saul in, they've gathered together for a year, the lost world says there's just something 
different about these folks. I want you to look in chapter 12, beginning in verse 1. It says, 
"Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the 
church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword." The very first apostle to
lose his life does so in the very next chapter. Why is that critical? Because if you and I 
are to live a life like they did in Antioch, we're not going to win awards of those whom 
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the world loves, in fact, much the opposite. How did they get to Antioch? You don't 
remember verse 19? Because of the persecution that came from Stephen. What happened 
after a year of being in Antioch? At that point, the leaders decided to raise the bar and see
if we start knocking these guys off, maybe something will happen. And yet you and I 
today have fallen for this falsity that somehow as a believer in Jesus Christ, as a 
"Christian," we can just somehow become a chameleon to the culture. 

You know, this week I was listening to somebody, another pastor preach and he made 
this great statement. He said modern-day Christians are nothing but a bunch of soft-
boiled eggs. Now let that soak in for just a moment. In other words, our resilience, our 
fortitude, our standing up in the fact of difficulties. Now when we talk about persecution, 
most if not all of us have it pretty easy, right? We're faced with decisions each and every 
day, what do I do in this situation, how do I respond in that? Can I give you the Jeff 
litmus test? This is just what I do. When faced to compromise to fear, when faced to give 
in to temptation, here's what I have to do in my mind, I imagine myself standing before 
the throne of God not alone but with a fellow believer who arrives at the same time that I 
have. This believer is from what we call the 10/40 window, a place where the gospel is 
scarce at best, where the public admission of one's belief in Jesus Christ will not only put 
you on the proverbial radar but in this case he loses his life. And I think about what those 
Christians endure and I think about the persecution that they face every day from the 
moment they get up until the moment they go to bed, and I think to myself how dare I 
cave to this world when this guy is willing to lose his life and all I'm worried about is a 
few dollars or a few this or a few that.

How did it work out? James lost his life. Now let's walk through these questions again 
not just looking at the story as presented in the Bible but how the story lives out in our 
own life. Let's talk about the who here. Who are these Christians? I want you to notice 
something very important in verse 26. It says, "And it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves together with the church." Now some of you think I'm about 
to get into semantics. My goal here is just to be as biblically accurate as possible. Nobody
in your Bible ever becomes a Christian. Now before you throw the heresy flag up, work 
with me for just a moment. The moment you realize that you've got a sin condition, the 
moment you realize that Jesus Christ is the only answer to your sin problem, the moment 
you call on the name of the Lord to be saved, do you know what the Bible says? You 
were saved. You were born again. You were redeemed. You were reconciled unto God. 
Do you hear those "Bible" words coming out? Can I tell you what the term Christian is 
reserved for? Christian is not a designation for somebody who is "saved going to heaven 
one day." Christian is the term the Bible uses for someone who actually lives it out. And 
yet today we've got Christian this and Christian that. We've made it an adjective for 
somebody who won't do you wrong or somebody who lives in the South. There are 
people on the other side of the planet who believe that just because you live in America, 
you must be a Christian. Again, biblically speaking the term Christian is not used as a 
synonym for conversion, it's not used as a synonym for when one is saved and calls on 
the name of Jesus. They had been saved, listen, at least one year. They had been 
redeemed at least one year and then they were called a Christian.
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So what is it that led to this term? I mean, obviously they were already a child of God, 
obviously they were already believers in Jesus Christ. We're not given explicit details 
here of the what but can you allow me to interject two things that probably cover 98-99%
of the what? Their speech and their actions. You notice that when we speak different or 
don't speak as others, it sets us apart. When we do that which others don't or don't do that 
which they do, it sets us apart.

Now on a personal note and you may or may not experience this in your life with your 
respective profession but because I speak a lot publicly and we're not just in this 
geographical location but because of radio and tv and the internet and such, occasionally 
more frequently than occasionally, this occurs in my life. I find myself to quote 
somebody else in non-pastor clothes, meaning I'm casually dressed oftentimes with a 
baseball hat on. I'll be at a store in town, I'll be at a restaurant, ball game, whatever it may
be, and they've been in the vicinity of me for 20, maybe 30 minutes, and whatever is 
happening around us requires an audible response. I will voice whatever needs to be 
responded and somebody will turn and go, "I thought I recognized that voice." Did you 
know most of the time it's not somebody who's a part of this family of faith? Most of the 
time the conversation goes to, "I watch First Baptist on tv, or I listen to you on the radio."
Recognize the voice. Let me ask you a question: at your respective places of work and 
home and school and whatever it may be, is your voice so distinguishable because of the 
choice of vocabulary you do or do not use? The jokes you do or do not tell? And do I 
dare go there, the posts on social media that you do or do not put out there for 
everybody? You see, a lot of times we say, well, I'm not a gossip at the workplace but 
sometimes when you get behind that firewall of the computer, how easy it is just to throw
darts at people. 

Our words should distinguish us from the world out there and our actions as well, that the
places we go, the places we don't go, the things we're willing to do, the things we're not 
willing to do, between our words and our actions, those two things alone, that is the 
"what" of what it means to be a Christian in simplistic response. Just think about Jesus 
Christ. Everywhere he went, when he opened his mouth to teach, do you remember what 
they said? This man speaks with a completely different doctrine. Something's different 
when his mouth opens up. And how about the actions? How about Zacchaeus, the one 
who was stealing from all those around him? Jesus said, "Do you know what? Tonight 
instead of going to a restaurant, we're going to go to your house." How about the woman 
that was thrown at his feet? Instead of picking up the stone and throwing it at her, he said,
"How about those of you who have not sinned cast the first stone?"

We could go on and on of all the interactions, all the people that Jesus Christ interacted 
with. His speech was different. His actions were different. In fact, the Pharisees and 
Sadducees tried to trap him 100 times and they could not do so. You see, the term 
Christian is not a synonym with our salvation moment, it is an adjective for the life we 
live after we're saved. Which bears the next question: where? Where did this story take 
place? Antioch. In fact, one of the reasons that I continued to verse 27 is I wanted you to 
see even from Jerusalem they came unto Antioch. You say why is that so important to the
story? Because in the town of Antioch, unlike Ephesus and unlike Smyrna and unlike 
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Philippi and unlike Thessalonica, there was no church building. There was no physical 
structure. There was no geographical place to say, "That's the building they meet in." The
church at Antioch that made such a difference to where they would say these folks act 
different, they talk different, it wasn't – hear me clearly – what took place on Sunday 
morning that they noticed, it's what took place on Tuesday afternoon. If there is one thing
that I could communicate about the concept of "being a biblical Christian," it is that what 
you sing, what you profess, and what you aim in in this place on Sunday ought to also be 
duplicated wherever you find yourself anytime else, anywhere else. But how many times 
do we say, "Oh, we're in church. I don't think I'll tell that story." Then don't tell it 
somewhere else either. Or, "I don't want to go there with them. Those are some church 
folks." Then don't go with the other folks either. The where of this passage is just like 
Matthew 28 where it says wherever you go. The church of Jesus Christ is wherever you 
find yourself as a believer no matter where you are geographically. It's not confined to a 
"church building." 

So what do we see? We see folks who have come to an understanding they've got a sin 
condition and they've called upon Jesus. It's been a year. Their mannerisms, their speech, 
their behaviors, where they go versus where they don't go and a multitude of other things 
are so contrary to the world that is out there, they've said, "You guys are different. You're
peculiar. You're just like that Jesus of Nazareth guy." It wasn't just in a worship service, it
was at the workplace, it was at school, it was at the ball field, it was wherever they found 
themselves. Which leads to the last question: how did they do it? How did they do it so 
that we can see how it can be a reality in our lives as well?

Back to verse 26. I want you to see just three very simple concepts under the "how" here?
It says, "And when he had found him," that's Saul, he brought him unto Antioch. And it 
came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves." Being a biblical Christian 
takes time. It takes faithfulness. It takes fidelity. For an entire year, I can promise you 
because they're just as human as we are, they had their ups and they had their downs, they
had their struggles and they had their "successes," but what did they do? They kept doing 
what Ephesians 2 says, they "walked with the Lord." You know, one of the things that if I
could encourage you this morning when it comes to who you are with the Lord and your 
walk with the Lord, it's just get up each and every day and take a step. Just "make 
progress." It's been said about baby steps, you take enough of them and you'll get to 
where you're going. For an entire year.

So that moment that we get saved, that moment we call on Jesus to save us, we may be 
seated in the heavenlies but we're not a finished product yet. In fact, he told Nicodemus, 
"You must be born again." You would never expect a physical baby in its first week of 
life to feed itself, dress itself, or to take care of itself. What happens with us spiritually? 
When we are born again spiritually, it's a process. It takes time. It's not just a once every 
seven days or 14 days when we come to church thing. Can you imagine physically how 
your health would look if you only ate once or twice a month. Same thing applies 
spiritually. There must be a daily regular diet.
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The second thing, it says this, for a whole year they assembled themselves, here's a very 
important phrase here, with the church. Not with the world, with the church. Why is that 
critical to the story? Because the church, the body of Christ, has been designed by the 
Lord for two very simple but yet important functions. 1. To encourage and edify one 
another. Can I tell you why I love seeing y'all walk up the front steps on Sunday 
morning? Because that's just evidence that I'm not the only crazy one in town. I'm 
serious. It's edification. It's encouragement that you're a believer, I'm a believer, we're all 
struggling, we're all walking through this, and we're going to do it together. 

They gathered with the church to encourage and they also did so to hold each other 
accountable. Do you not remember Galatians 2? The Apostle Paul pulls Peter aside and 
says, "Peter, I know you're trying to do a work among the Jews but you can't do that 
while eating barbecue at the same time. It's not gonna work." There was an accountability
and when we, the body of Christ, do not interact with each other, we can't edify and we 
can't hold each other accountable.

But there's one last thing. It says a whole year they assembled with the church, notice this
next phrase, and they taught much people. If there's nothing you take away from this 
message, take away this Meyersism: Christianity (is not your salvation experience, it's 
your maturing in Christ). Christianity is not caught, it's taught. In other words, you don't 
just show up to church, go to Sunday school and all of a sudden, "Oh, I'm living more 
like the Lord." What does it say they did for a year? They taught them. Who did Barnabas
go and get? He went and got Saul. He said, "We need somebody to come teach us. We 
need somebody to instruct us." That's why in 2 Timothy 4 the Apostle Paul in his very 
last will and testimony says, "I want to warn you. In the last days," which I could 
probably give evidence that we may be in today, "there will be those that will seek out 
teachers who itch their ears." We must if we desire to be a biblical Christian, we must be 
faithful day in and day out, we must encourage one another, we must hold each other 
accountable, and we must come under the teaching and the preaching of the word of God 
on a regular basis. It is taught. It is not caught. It didn't just say it happened, it said they 
taught them.

The term Christian today is used prolifically with great abundance. According to our 
culture, there are millions of Christians. According to our culture, we live in a 
geographical place that is the hot seat of Christianity. But according to what we just read, 
the number of Christians may actually be a whole lot less than we give it credit.
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