
The Literary Structure of Zechariah:  Overview 
1. Introduction—A call to repentance (1:1-6):  Don’t be like your fathers and ignore prophets 

The Present:  Build the temple, for a great reversal is at hand, and I will send my King, the crowned High Priest! 
2. The Seven Night Visions (1:7-6:8):  A great reversal—Jerusalem will be restored and blessed  
     3. The High Priest to be Crowned (6:9-15):  The King, the BRANCH, shall come and reign! 
4. Fasting to become feasting (7-8): A great reversal—Jerusalem will be restored and blessed 

The Future:  Israel surrounded, nations judged (by “sons of Greece,” Rome, & all nations?), the King comes 
5. Israel’s enemies will be punished and the Lord will defend Zion (9-11:3):  The KING Comes! 
     6. The Good Shepherd to be rejected (11:4-17):  The Good Shepherd vs. the foolish shepherds  
7. Israel’s enemies will be punished and the Lord will defend Zion (12-14):  The KING Dies! 
 

(This pattern is called CHIASM or CHIASMUS and often emphasizes the TURNING POINT) 
 

The Literary Structure of Zechariah:  Detailed 
1. Introduction—A call to repentance (1:1-6):  Don’t be like your fathers and ignore prophets 

The Present:  Build the temple, for a great reversal is at hand, and I will send you my King, the crowned High Priest. 

2. The 7 Night Visions (1:7-6:8):  A great reversal—Jerusalem will be restored and blessed  
a. Four horsemen, horns, smiths (1:7-21):  The nations are at rest, I am going to overturn the order 
  b. The man & measuring line (2):  Those taken to Babylon should return to Jerusalem 
    c. Joshua the High Priest (3):  The High Priest is cleansed of sin, he shall judge my house. 
      d. The Lampstand & Olive Trees (4):  The Temple shall be built by my two anointed ones 
    c'. The Flying Scroll (5:1-5):  The sinner is cursed, the curse will pull down his house. 
  b'. The woman & basket (5:5-11):  The sin of Jerusalem taken to Babylon to have a new house. 
a'. Four chariots walk to and fro (6:1-8):  God’s Spirit sent out, the nations are at rest. 

3. The High Priest to be Crowned (6:9-15):  The King, “the BRANCH,” shall come and reign! 

4. Fasting to become feasting (7-8): A great reversal—Jerusalem will be restored and blessed 
a. Question Asked (7:1-3):  Should we continue fasting over Jerusalem’s fall? 
  b. Do justly, show mercy (7:4-14):  Did you fast for me or for yourselves?  
    c. Jerusalem will be blessed (8:1-8):  The Lord will return and bless Jerusalem. 
      d. Let your hands be strong and build (8:9):  That the temple be built for the Lord of Hosts! 
    c'. Jerusalem will be blessed (8:10-15):  Jerusalem will be blessed and be a blessing. 
  b'. Do justly, show mercy (8:16-17):  These are the things you shall do for others. 
a'. Question Answered (8:18-23):  Feast, don’t fast, for all nations will now come to Jerusalem. 

The Future:  Israel repeatedly surrounded, nations judged (“sons of Greece,” Rome, & all nations?); the King comes 

5. Israel’s enemies will be punished and the Lord will defend Zion (9-11:3):  The King Comes! 
a. Judgment on Israel’s enemies, Jerusalem delivered (9:1-7):  Fire devours.  Nations overthrown. 
  b. The King comes to save the people (9:8-17):  And he will reign to the ends of the earth! 
a'. Judgment on Israel’s enemies, Jerusalem delivered (10-11:3):  Nations overthrown.  Fire devours. 

6. The Good Shepherd to be rejected (11:4-17):  The Good Shepherd vs. the foolish shepherds 
a. The Lord replaces the foolish, evil shepherds (11:4-8a):  The sheep are fed, especially the poor. 
  b. He breaks the [covenant] staff of Favor (11:8b-11):  For they hate the Good Shepherd. 
    c. The Shepherd is rejected (11:12-13):  Dismissed for 30 pieces of silver, thrown to potter! 
  b'. He breaks the [brotherhood] staff of Bonds (11:14):  The unity of Judah & Israel is broken. 
a'. The Lord returns foolish, evil shepherds to them (11:15-17):  The sheep die, especially the poor. 

7. Israel’s enemies will be punished and the Lord will defend Zion (12-14):  The King Dies! 
a. The Lord will defend Jerusalem (12:1-9):  All nations will be gathered against Zion. 
  b. The people of the land will repent (12:10-13:6):  Fountain for sin & uncleanness opened. 
    c. The Shepherd is struck and the sheep are scattered (13:7):  My hand turned against the land! 
  b'. The people of the land will be refined (13:8-9):  Most perish, a remnant will serve the Lord. 
a'. The Lord will defend Jerusalem (14):  Defeated, all nations will be gathered to Zion. 
 


