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Psalm 132  “A Song of Ascents: Remember David”  June 26, 2011 

Psalm 130-133 

Acts 13 

 

Since I have already preached on Psalm 131,  

 I will only note here that Psalm 131 reminds us of the necessity of humility. 

 

The central picture in the Psalm is the picture of a weaned child. 

Jesus said in Matthew 18 that  

whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

There is a conundrum for you! 

If you want to be great, humble yourself! 

So if your goal is to be great and exalted, high and lifted up, 

then you need to pretend to be humble! 

 

Right? 

 

No - Psalm 131 reminds us that there is no substitute for true humility. 

Unless you turn and become like children, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

We are called to become like children– 

indeed, like a weaned child, 

who has learned the secret of contentment in his mother’s arms. 

 

Because the secret of contentment is humility. 

 

 As long as you are proud – as long as you are seeking great things – 

  then you will not be content, because you are not humble! 

 

Where does pride linger in your heart? 

Where do you think more highly of yourself than you ought? 

 

Sing Psalms 130, 131, 133 

Read Acts 13:13-52 

 

“The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” (v52) 

 This is exactly what Psalm 132 is all about! 

 

 When God dwells with his people – when God takes up his abode in his holy temple – 

  then the saints shout for joy, 

  the enemies of the cross are put to shame, 

  and the disciples are filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

 

When was the last time you “shouted for joy”? 

 It’s not an everyday occurrence. 
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 A joyful shout arises when a victorious army comes marching back from war 

  (modern culture has applied this to sports teams – 

   when your team “scores” against the enemy, 

    you shout for joy!). 

 Psalm 132 suggests that there is a liturgical “shout for joy” 

  when the priests are clothed with righteousness and salvation. 

  In other words, when the priests have finished their atoning work, 

  and God has triumphed over sin through the blood of the sacrifice, 

  then we ought to “shout for joy.” 

 

 That’s why after the declaration of pardon we sang “Sing, Choirs of New Jerusalem” 

  with its “songs of holy joy!” 

 We lift up the shout of joy when we see Jesus, our great high priest, 

  clothed in righteousness and salvation through his atoning sacrifice! 

 

 We lift up the shout of joy when we see Jesus, the King of Kings, 

  sitting at the right hand of the Father – 

  because he has filled us with the Holy Spirit – and with joy – 

   as his joy has come to us. 

 

But Psalm 132 begins in a very different place. 

 Psalm 132 begins with David’s house in trouble. 

 

1. LORD, Remember David and His Vow (v1-9) 

Psalm 132 should be seen as a response to Psalm 89. 

 As you go through the psalms, 

Psalm 89 is the last psalm to mention David. 

 And Psalm 89 sets up the problem that Psalm 132 addresses. 

 

Psalm 89 works through the whole story of David, 

 the establishment of the Davidic covenant, 

  the rebellion of David’s sons, 

  and how God has cast off David’s anointed son, 

Psalm 89 ends: 

  “Lord, where is your steadfast love of old, 

   which by your faithfulness you swore to David? 

  Remember, O Lord, how your servants are mocked, 

   and how I bear in my heart the insults of all the many nations.”  

 

 There are many verbal parallels between Psalms 89 and 132. 

  I will only mention seven: 

 

  Psalm 89 begins with God’s oath – his covenant with David. 

   Psalm 132 ends with God’s oath/covenant with David. 
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  Psalm 89:24 says that God will exalt the horn of David. 

   Psalm 132 ends with God promising to make a horn sprout for David. 

 

  But Psalm 89:38 says that God has rejected his anointed. 

   Psalm 132:17 replies that God has prepared a lamp for his anointed. 

 

  Psalm 89:39 says that God has defiled David’s crown in the dust. 

   Psalm 132:18 replies that “on him his crown will shine.” 

 

  Psalm 89:42 says that God has made all David’s enemies rejoice. 

   Psalm 132:16 replies that all Zion’s saints will shout for joy. 

 

  Psalm 89:44 says that God has cast David’s throne to the ground. 

   Psalm 132:12 says that David’s sons will sit on his throne forever. 

 

  Psalm 89:45 says that God has covered his anointed with shame. 

   Psalm 132:18 replies that God will clothe his enemies with shame.” 

 

In other words, as Dick Belcher puts it: 

  “Psalm 132 demonstrates that the rejection of the Messiah in Psalm 89 is not final….  

Psalm 132 gives hope to God’s people  

that the promises related to the Davidic covenant will be fulfilled.  

A king will come, a horn will sprout for David.”  

(Belcher, Messiah and the Psalms, 152-53) 

 

And Psalm 132 starts where Psalm 89 ends: 

 

 
1
Remember, O LORD, in David’s favor, 

   all the hardships he endured, 
2
how he swore to the LORD 

   and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 

 

 Remember, O LORD, David’s single-minded pursuit of your glory! 

 Remember all that he did to establish a house for God’s name! 

 

Notice that Psalm 132 begins by asking God to remember. 

 Usually we think in terms of God speaking,  

  and telling us to remember something! 

 But here the Psalmist asks God to remember something. 

Lord, remember David –  

remember his hardships –  

remember David’s faithfulness to his vow! 

 

a. David’s Vow: I Will Find a Dwelling Place for the LORD (v3-5) 

And you hear David’s vow in verses 3-5. 
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3
"I will not enter my house 

   or get into my bed, 
4
I will not give sleep to my eyes 

   or slumber to my eyelids, 
5
until I find a place for the LORD, 

   a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob." 

 

This is a traditional Hebrew oath formula, 

 In Hebrew, it reads, “If I enter my house, or get into my bed, 

  if I give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, 

  until I find a place for the LORD, 

a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob…” 

 

 but there is no “then” clause. 

 

But the “if” implies a “then”! 

 If I fail to do what I vow, then may all sorts of bad things happen to me! 

 

But the lack of a “then” also suggests 

 that the person making the oath is so confident that he will do what he says, 

  that there is no need to state the curse! 

 

But David vows that he will not rest, 

 until he finds a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob. 

 

The word for “dwelling place” is the same word used a hundred times by Moses 

 to refer to the tabernacle. 

 

David vows that he will not rest until he finds a tabernacle for the LORD. 

 Remember that in Samuel’s youth 

  the ark of the covenant had been captured by the Philistines. 

 And ever since its return, 

  it had not been in the old Mosaic tabernacle. 

 (By that time the Mosaic tabernacle would have been 200-400 years old – 

  and few things made of cloth have that sort of lifespan – 

  especially when they are constantly exposed to the elements, 

  and carted around from place to place). 

 

So David vows that he will establish a place for the LORD to dwell. 

 

 

b. Hearing in Ephrathah of the LORD’s Dwelling Place (v6-7) 

And in verses 6-7 the Psalmist comments on the success of David’s vow: 
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6
Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; 

   we found it in the fields of Jaar. 
7
"Let us go to his dwelling place; 

   let us worship at his footstool!" 

 

We heard of “it”; we found “it” – what is the “it”? 

 In Hebrew pronouns have ‘gender’ – and the “it” here is feminine. 

 But there are no feminine nouns in verses 5-7! 

 

 In English it sounds like the “it” is the dwelling place (tabernacle) – 

  but dwelling place is a masculine noun! 

 

 It would better to translate this: 

  “we heard something in Ephrathah; 

  we found something in the fields of Jaar. 

   ‘Let us go to his dwelling place; 

   let us worship at his footstool.’” 

 

What did we find? 

Well, we find out in verse 8: 

 

c. The LORD’s Resting Place – with Priests Clothed with Righteousness and 

Saints Shouting for Joy (v8-9) 

 
8
 Arise, O LORD, and go to your resting place, 

   you and the ark of your might. 
9
Let your priests be clothed with righteousness, 

   and let your saints shout for joy. 

 

Finally in verse 8 we have a feminine noun: the ark! 

 What did we hear of in Ephrathah – what did we find in the fields of Jaar? 

 

 We heard of the ark – we found the ark of God’s might. 

 

 This is the only reference to the ark in the whole Psalter! 

 And here it is referred to as the “ark of your might” [or power]. 

  This reminds us of how the ark was taken into battle  

as a sign of God’s powerful presence – 

 

  Israel took the ark into battle, believing that God would go with them, 

   if only they had the ark of his might! 

 

But the Philistines captured the ark of the covenant during the priesthood of Eli. 

  The Philistines defeated Israel that day, 

   and slaughtered the sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, 

   and took the ark captive. 
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  When the news reached Eli, he fell over dead. 

  And when his daughter-in-law heard that the ark had been captured, 

   she too died (in childbirth),  

   and named her son “Ichabod” – which means, no glory – 

    because the glory had departed from Israel. 

 

 And yet, when the ark of the covenant was taken captive, 

  God would not let the Philistines think that they were stronger than he! 

 The ark of the covenant went into the very temple of Dagon, 

  the god of the Philistines, 

  and Dagon fell on his face before the ark of the LORD. 

 

 The God of Israel himself went and did battle against the Philistines. 

 

 A generation later, David swore that he would not rest  

until he found a dwelling place for the LORD. 

 And so in verse 8, we hear of the coming of the ark of the covenant to the Holy Place. 

 

In the dedication of the temple, these words were used by Solomon, 

 as he concluded his prayer. 

 

Solomon had assembled all the people for the feast of tabernacles in the 7
th

 month. 

 They offered burnt offerings and the fat of peace offerings, 

  coming into the presence of God through the sacrifices. 

 Then Solomon proclaimed the Word of God – 

  that God had been faithful to his promises to David 

   by establishing his son on his throne – 

   and by allowing his son to build this temple. 

 Then Solomon prayed that God would continue to do what he had promised, 

  and in the conclusion of his prayer  

  in 2 Chronicles 6:41-42, Solomon said: 

 

 41 “And now arise, O Lord God, and go to your resting place, 

you and the ark of your might. 

Let your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, 

and let your saints rejoice in your goodness. 

42 O Lord God, do not turn away the face of your anointed one! 

Remember your steadfast love for David your servant.” 

 

And immediately, fire came down from heaven, 

and the glory of the LORD filled the Most Holy Place. 

 

Every time Israel sang Psalm 132, 

 they would be reminded of that day: 
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the day that the glory of the LORD came and filled his temple – 

the day that fire came from heaven! 

 

Every time we sing this Psalm, 

 we should remember that day! 

  

 the day that the glory of the LORD came and filled the temple – 

 the day that fire came from heaven! 

 

Because in Acts 2, that’s what Jesus does! 

 Jesus had just offered himself as the atoning sacrifice for sin. 

 And when Jesus arose from the dead and ascended to his resting place – 

  to the right hand of the Father – 

 

  then truly the Lord’s priest was clothed with righteousness – 

   with salvation! 

   

  then truly the saints shout for joy because of God’s goodness! 

 

  then truly God remembered his steadfast love for David, 

   as he poured out the Holy Spirit with fire upon his holy temple! 

 

2. LORD, Remember Your Messiah for the Sake of David (v10-18) 
10

For the sake of your servant David, 

    do not turn away the face of your anointed one. 

 

In verse 10, the focus shifts. 

 In verses 1-9 the focus was on David’s faithfulness to his vow. 

 Now in verses 10-18, the focus shifts to God’s faithfulness to his vow! 

 

David did what he vowed. 

David fulfilled his oath. 

 

And whenever Psalm 132 was written, 

 Psalm 132 was sung in a context where God had not yet fulfilled his oath. 

 

The content of that oath is found in verses 11-12: 

 

a. The LORD’s Oath: I Will Bless the Heir of the Covenant (v11-12) 

 
11

 The LORD swore to David a sure oath 

    from which he will not turn back: 

"One of the sons of your body 

   I will set on your throne. 
12

If your sons keep my covenant 

   and my testimonies that I shall teach them, 
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their sons also forever 

   shall sit on your throne." 

 

God’s promise to David was both unconditional and conditional! 

 Verse 11 sets forth the unconditional aspect: 

  “One of the sons of your body I will set on your throne.” 

 But which one?! 

 Verse 12 reminds us that God’s oath still requires obedience: 

  “If your sons keep my covenant…their sons also forever shall sit on your throne.” 

 

 Psalm 89 had emphasized this condition as well – 

  which led the Psalmist to a rather gloomy conclusion! 

 Because David’s sons were rather bad at keeping covenant! 

 

 Israel had failed – but had rebelled against the LORD. 

 Now David’s house has failed – rebelling against the LORD. 

 

Do we have a future? 

 

b. Chosen Zion as the LORD’s Dwelling Place (v13) 

Verse 13 gives a resounding, yes! 

  

 
13

For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

   he has desired it for his dwelling place: 

 

And whereas verses 6-9 gave the Psalmist’s own commentary on David’s oath, 

 verses 13-18 give the LORD’s commentary on his oath! 

 

c. The LORD’s Resting Place – with Priests Clothed with Salvation and Saints 

Shouting for Joy (v14-16) 

The same language as verses 8-9 now echo in verses 14-16 – 

 but this time as the LORD’s response to his people. 

 

We usually think that God speaks first, 

 and then his people respond. 

 

But in Psalm 132, the people speak first, 

 and now the LORD responds. 

 

If you think about how Psalm 132 is replying to Psalm 89, it makes sense. 

 Okay, Lord, you put us here! 

 LORD, please remember David! 

  Remember your steadfast love – remember your covenant faithfulness. 

 How long?! 
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We, who live between the already and the not yet – 

 between the resurrection of Jesus and his glorious return – 

  also ask “will your remember David?” 

 

And the LORD’s answer comes to you today! 

 Because in Christ, you are the dwelling place of God! 

 You are the holy temple where God’s Spirit dwells. 

 
14

"This is my resting place forever; 

   here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 
15

I will abundantly bless her provisions; 

   I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
16

Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 

   and her saints will shout for joy. 

 

 The OT temple was a dim shadow of the church. 

 Here I will dwell, for I have desired it! 

 

 We cannot skip over verse 15: 

 

 I will feed my people – I will abundantly bless her provisions – 

  I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

 

 Think of what our Lord Jesus did in feeding the multitudes. 

 But think all the more of how he interpreted that in John 6 – 

  that Jesus himself is the bread of heaven – 

  the lifegiving bread that gives life to the world! 

 

What does this mean? 

Should we think of spiritual bread or physical bread? 

 

Both! 

 You cannot spiritualize the bread so that there is nothing left to eat! 

 But neither can you just start a food pantry and hand out biscuits. 

 

The point is that when God himself dwells with his people, 

 then he blesses her provisions – and satisfies her poor with bread. 

 

And so in the book of Acts, 

 when the Holy Spirit comes and fills his temple, 

  the people of God take care of each other’s physical needs 

(at whatever cost to themselves!). 
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d. Conclusion: David’s Sprouting Horn (v17-18) 
17

There I will make a horn to sprout for David; 

   I have prepared a lamp for my anointed. 
18

His enemies I will clothe with shame, 

   but on him his crown will shine." 

 

Verses 17-18 then shift perspective. 

 In verses 14-16, the LORD said “here” I will dwell. 

 Here – in Zion – with my people. 

 

But now in verse 17, the LORD says there I will make a horn to sprout for David. 

  

Verses 17-18 move from the near perspective of God’s present blessing on Israel 

 (in spite of the lack of a Davidic king on the throne), 

 to the far perspective of “There and then” I will fulfill all that I have promised. 

 

Psalm 132 ends with a resounding affirmation that God will do all that he has promised. 

 And in Acts 13 Paul says that this is what God has done in Jesus. 

  Of David’s “offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior,  

   Jesus, as he promised.” (13:23) 

  “For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, 

   fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption, 

   but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. 

  Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man  

forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,  

and by him everyone who believes is freed [justified]  

from everything from which you could not be freed [justified]  

by the law of Moses.” (13:36-39) 

  

 God has raised Jesus from the dead. 

 Therefore, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved! 

  

Joy has come, this day, to you. 

 Think of how you feel when your team wins the Championship. 

 Better yet, think of how you feel when your candidate wins the presidency. 

 Better yet, think of how you feel when your friends fight off the invading army! 

  (well, that hasn’t happened for a while around here!) 

 

 Well, something far better has happened! 

 

 Jesus has triumphed over sin and death! 

 The devil has been cast down – and the power of the grave has been broken! 

 

Therefore, let us raise the shout of joy! 


