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Romans 4:9-12 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 19 

 
Introduction: 
 
     The Apostle Paul in Romans 4:1-8 has show us that God’s declaration of Justification 
comes about through God’s mercy and grace by faith and faith alone. This Sovereign decree 
of justification comes without works or deeds of the Law. “But that no one is justified by the 
law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.” 12 Yet the law is not of faith, 
but “the man who does them shall live by them” (NKJV – Galatians 3:11-12). 
 
Look at the Apostle’s case thus far: 
 
 
Romans 4:1-8 

1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 

3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. 

4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. 

6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works, 

7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
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     Now Paul moves into verse 9 in showing us that this blessing is for both Jews and 
Gentiles. Not being based upon works as Paul uses the illustration of the circumcision as 
proof for works. Paul builds the case here that this imputed righteousness by faith it is not 
through circumcision, but it is dependent entirely upon the grace mercy of God. He 
proceeds to prove that uncircumcision, that is, the Gentiles, are not excluded from this 
mercy, by showing that Abraham enjoyed the gracious acceptance of God, before the rite of 
circumcision was performed.  
 
 
Romans 4:9-12 

9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? 
for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in 
circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 

12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also 
walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. 

     Up to this point with the first twelve verses of Romans chapter four we have seen two 
clearly taught doctrines that must be dealt with. 1). The doctrine of justification by faith 
alone; 2). And the doctrine of imputation; or imputed righteousness by faith.  
 
     “Paul anticipated what his Jewish readers would be thinking: If Abraham was justified by 
his faith alone, why did God command him and his descendants to be circumcised? His 
response not only answers those concerned with circumcision, but the millions who still cling 
to some other kind of religious ceremony or activity as their basis for righteousness” 
(MacArthur, NASB-The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, Page 1666). 
 
     Paul has used two Jewish figures that the Hebrew people look up to and hold in the 
greatest of respect, Abraham and David. Now Paul moves even deeper into doctrine to 
show how Abraham was justified even before any works were demonstrated as he uses the 
act of circumcision.  
 
     But in order to fully understand this passage we must understand the extreme 
importance that the Jew had that was attached to this act of circumcision. A Jewish male, 
regardless of who his parents are, without circumcision, was not considered a Jew at all.  
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     William Barclay writes concerning this: “The Jewish circumcision prayer runs: ‘Blessed is 
he who sanctified his beloved from the womb, and put his ordinance upon his flesh, and sealed 
his offspring with the sign of the holy covenant.’ The rabbinic ordinance lays it down: ‘Ye shall 
not eat of Passover unless the seal of the Abraham be in your flesh.’ If a Gentile accepted the 
Jewish faith, he could not enter fully into it without three things – baptism, sacrifice and 
circumcision” (Barclay, The Letter to the Romans; 1975, Page 65). 
 
Romans 4:9 

9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? 
for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 

     “Those who are trying for salvation often lean on two crutches – their own imagined 
goodness is the first, and some kind of religious observance is the second. Paul has just taken 
away the first of these false props and he now removes the other by showing the folly of 
depending on either the rites of religion or the rules of religion” (Phillips, Exploring Romans 
– An Expository Commentary; 2002, Page 80).  

     The Apostle Paul, formerly identified as Saul of Tarsus, was well qualified to deal with 
such matters in the error of one trusting in their very own religiousness or self-
righteousness. “And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my 
people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers” (English Standard Version 
– Galatians 1:14). 

     This is the beauty of this text, because Romans 4 is a powerful enemy of any person who 
believes he may be saved by his works. The key word that destroys a works system is the 
word logi-zom-ai (λογιζομαι), which is repeated eleven times in this chapter. It is a word 
which is translated into English by the word “imputed” or “credited” or “reckoned” or 
“counted.” 
 
Romans 4:3 – For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteousness. 
 
Romans 4:4 – Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
 
Romans 4:5 – But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness. 
 
Romans 4:6 – Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without works. 
 
Romans 4:8 – Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 
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Romans 4:9 – Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the 
uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 
 
Romans 4:10 – How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in 
uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 
 
Romans 4:11 – And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the 
faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that 
believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 
 
Romans 4:22 – And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 
 
Romans 4:23 – Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
 
Romans 4:24 – But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised 
up Jesus our Lord from the dead; 
 
     When one understands the doctrine of imputation they will know that salvation, 
justification, and righteousness do not come through and by merit or earning it. But it’s 
freely given as a gift of God through faith without works or deeds of the Law.  
 
     This free gift of God’s grace is not limited only to the Jews, but unto all who will believe 
upon the Person and the finished work of the Son of God. Now there are three aspects of 
the Doctrine of Imputation, this of course is the third. We will not be covering the first two 
because those will come later in Paul’s letter to the Romans. But here are all three of them 
so that you know them for later: 
 

1. The imputation of Adam’s sin as our Federal-head in the fall unto all mankind.  
2. The imputation of the sins of God’s elect upon Christ as He was punished for that sin. 
3. The imputation of the Righteousness of Christ upon those that believe by faith.  

 
     We will be digging much deeper into the first two later on in other lessons. But this text 
is dealing with this third aspect of imputation - The imputation of the Righteousness of 
Christ upon those who believe by faith.  
 
     “Is this blessing then pronounced upon the circumcision, or upon the uncircumcision also? 
for we say, To Abraham his faith was reckoned for righteousness” (American Standard 
Version – Romans 4:9).  
 
     After giving two arguments earlier in verses 1 through 8 of Abraham and David, one who 
lived prior to the Law and the second lived during the Law. “The argument now returns to 
Abraham to illustrate that justification is universal. Since David has spoken of the joy of the 
man under law who has been forgiven, the answer of the Jew would be that David belonged to 
the circumcision and only the circumcision could expect this joy” (McGee, Thru the Bible 
Commentary Series, Volume 42; 1991, Page 82). 
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     How can we apply that thought today? Because the Jews were saying no circumcision, no 
justification? How about this one – no baptism, no justification; no religious rites, no 
justification; or maybe no sacraments, no justification. So basically these lines of thought 
are teaching that justification and righteousness comes through the person and their 
actions and not imputed righteousness by faith from Almighty God.  
 
     Paul no doubt said; well being a former Pharisee I thought you might think that, so try 
this one on for size. Abraham our father was justified before the Law was given and even 
before he had performed the so called religious rite or act of circumcision.  
 
     “How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while 
circumcised, but while uncircumcised;”  (NASB – Romans 4:10). Paul attacks the problem 
head on here as McClain writes “Abraham was righteous; he had it by faith, not by works. But 
did circumcision have any place in it? Paul meets the issue: “How then was it reckoned?’” 
(McClain, Romans – The Gospel of God’s Grace; 1973, Page 115). 
 
    Alright now Paul, I hear what you are saying, but can you prove this? Paul doesn’t have 
to; their very own Old Testament Scripture proves this very truth. Dr. Edgar James asked 
the question concerning this. “But wait a minute. If all of this is true, then what about the rite 
of circumcision. For the Jew, this was one of the most important requirements, and it all began 
with Abraham. Was it not true that Abraham was justified because he was circumcised?” 
(James, Romans – Amazing Grace; 1971, Page 4/6). Now let us answer that question using 
Scripture.  
 

- Genesis 12:1-4 – Abram is called of God and obeys – Abraham is 75 years old. “Now 
Jehovah said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father’s house, unto the land that I will show thee: 2 and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and be thou a blessing: 3 and I 
will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I curse: and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. 4 So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken unto 
him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he 
departed out of Haran” (American Standard Version – Genesis 12:1-4). 

 
- Genesis 15:6 – Abram is counted as righteous by faith – Abraham is 75-85 years old. 

“And he believed the LORD; and he reckoned it to him as righteousness” (Revised 
Standard Version – Genesis 15:6). 

 
- Genesis 16:15-16 – Ishmael is born – Abraham is 86 years old. “And Hagar bore 

Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 
16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram” (English 
Standard Version – Genesis 16:15-16). 

 
- Genesis 17:1-5 – Abram’s named changed to Abraham – Abraham is 99 years old. 

“When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to him, saying, “I am God Almighty. 
Live in My presence and be blameless. 2 I will establish My covenant between Me and  
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you, and I will multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with 
him: 4 “As for Me, My covenant is with you: you will become the father of many nations. 
5 Your name will no longer be Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I will make 
you the father of many nations” (Holman Christian Standard Bible – Genesis 17:1-5).  

 
- Genesis 17:23-27 – Abraham and his entire house is circumcised – Abraham is 99 

years old. “And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and 
all that were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; 
and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto 
him. 24 And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the 
flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 In the selfsame day was Abraham 
circumcised, and Ishmael his son. 27 And all the men of his house, born in the house, 
and bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him” (King James 
Version – Genesis 17:23-27). 

 
      No one in their right mind who honestly believes God’s Word could read these Scripture 
texts and say that justification was a result of circumcision. Because Abraham was already 
declared justified, at least 14 years prior to ever being circumcised. God had made the 
covenant promise to Abraham and Abraham believed God many years before any sign of 
the covenantal promise had been set forth by God.  
 
     Abraham, here’s your sign! “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father 
of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed 
unto them also” (King James Version – Romans 4:11). MacArthur puts the sign like this: “the 
sign of circumcision, the physical, racial mark of identity for the Jewish people” (MacArthur, 
Romans – Grace, Truth, and Redemption; 2007, Page 25). 
 
     “Therefore Paul argued, the sign of circumcision was a seal of Abraham’s being declared 
righteous because of his faith which he had received while he was still uncircumcised. 
Circumcision, as a “sign” or “seal,” was an outward token of the justification Abraham had 
already received. God’s purpose was that Abraham be the father of all who believe and 
thereby justified. This included both the uncircumcised (Gentiles) and the circumcised (Jews)” 
(Walvoord & Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary – New Testament; 1983, Page 453).  
 
     This sign would make Abraham the father of all the Jewish people. But it was not the sign 
of circumcision that made one justified and declared one righteous before God. It is faith 
that justifies and God imputes, or “credits” or “reckons” or “counts” righteousness to one’s 
account. It is the Righteousness of His Only Son, in whom they have placed their faith. That 
being said, God’s sign to Abraham also made him the father of all who would ever believe: 
“Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham” (King 
James Version – Galatians 3:7).  
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