
Revelation – The Book To The Churches 

Chapter 2  
(June 15, 2017) 

 
The Instruction:    Revelation 1:11   Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, 

What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto 
Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto 
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

The Blessing:   Revelation 1:3   Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 

prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

Four Applications of “The Messages to The Seven Churches”: 
1.) It is for each of the seven churches that existed in John's time. 

2.)  The message in the book is for all of the churches of all time to know. 

3.)  The message is to each individual identified with one of the seven churches. 

4.)  The message is prophetic in the order they were given about the condition of 
the Church through time. (Church Ages) 

Seven Sections of the Messages to the Churches: 
1.  Greetings for each of the seven churches 
2.  Descriptive title for Jesus, who is dictating the letters to the seven churches 
3.  Insights into the life of the seven churches 
4.  Credits and criticisms as necessary for individual churches (Smyrna & Philadelphia not criticized) 

 Note: Before the criticism that is necessary,   Jesus also gives credit where it is due -- the 
criticism will be more likely to be accepted. 

5.  Warnings and instructions to each of the seven churches 
6.  Final exhortations 
7. Promises and assurances 

To Ephesus: (First Century Church)   (Parenthesis added) 
Revelation 2:1-7   (Greeting) Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; (Descriptive of Jesus) 

These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of 

the seven golden candlesticks;  (Insight) 2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and 

how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are 

apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:  (Credit) 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and 

for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.  (Criticism) 4 Nevertheless I have 

somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.  (Warning & instruction) 5 

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will 

come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 

(Final exhortation) 6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate.  (Promise & assurance) 7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 

paradise of God. 



● What was the first love:    Acts 19:2-7   He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether 
there be any Holy Ghost.  3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And 
they said, Unto John's baptism.  4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after 
him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.  6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; 
and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.  7 And all the men were about twelve. 
Ephesians 5:18   And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

● Nicolaitans:    Nikos is defined as "a conquest, victory, triumph, the conquered and by 

implication, those who are dominate over the defeated."   Nikos-laos.' This means one who is 

"victorious over the people," 

● Questions arise about “Overcometh”:    (1) Are these warnings against the loss of 
salvation as some have advocated?   (2) Is “overcomer” a title for all believers because of initial 
faith in Christ? In other words, does 1 John 5:5 define the overcomers of Revelation 2 and 3? 
(3) Or is the overcomer equivalent to a special name for genuine believers because of the 
ultimate triumph of their faith?   (4) Is this a warning against false profession or is it a 
challenge and motivation to all believers to faithfulness for rewards? 

● Seven warning signs of church or individual “hast left thy first love”: 
1. Christ is no longer the central focus in your life. 

2. You neglect your relationship and spend less time in prayer, worship and the Word. 
3. Family, friends, job & your own desires to come between your relationship with God. 

4. There is a loss of intimacy in your relationship with God. 

5. You are caught in a cycle of dead works 

6. You are more tolerant of sin 

7. You will no longer have a burning passion for the lost 

To Smyrna:   (The persecuted church)  (Second & Third Centuries)  (Parenthesis added)  
Revelation 2:8-11   (Greeting) And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write;  (Descriptive of 
Jesus) These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;  (Insight) 9 I know thy 
works, and tribulation, and poverty, (Credit) (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them 
which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.  (Warning & instruction) 10 
Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into 
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: (final exhortation) be thou 
faithful unto death, and (Promise & assurance) I will give thee a crown of life.  11 He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of 
the second death. 

● Thou art rich:    James 2:5   Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of 
this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love 
him?  

● Say they are Jews:    John 8:31-47 – Jesus describes/defines the seed of Abraham and the 
seed of satin 

● Those things which thou shalt suffer:    1 Peter 4:16   Yet if any man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.  

To Pergamos:    (False doctrine of worldliness)   (Constantine to 500AD)  (Parenthesis added) 



Revelation 2:12-17   (Greeting) And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; (Descriptive of 
Jesus) These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;  (Insight) 13 I know thy 
works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and (Credit) thou holdest fast my 
name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, 
who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.  (Criticism) 14 But I have a few things against 
thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a 
stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit 
fornication.  15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I 
hate.  (Warning & instruction) 16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth.  (Final exhortation) 17 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; (Promise & assurance) To him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name 
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

● Antipas:   Physician killed by cohorts for promoting Jesus – put in copper bull & heated  
● Doctrine of Balaam:    Introduced in Numbers 25 promoted sexual immorality & false 

gods.  God’s punishment is found in Numbers 31 – children and men of this sin were killed. 
● Balac:    Only mentioned here and must have been the mouthpiece in the church 
● Nicolaitans:    Discussed in church at Ephesus – Revelation 2:6 
● Hidden mana:    Maybe alluding to the manna in the Ark of the Covenant 
● White stone:    Mystery – many views 
● New name:    Perhaps our name of adoption to evidence sonship & inheritance 

To Thyatira: (False prophet)  (Dark Ages to 16th century)  (Parenthesis added)  
Revelation 2:18-29   (Greeting) And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; (Descriptive of 
Jesus) These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet 
are like fine brass;  (Insight) 19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy 
patience, and thy works; and (Credit) the last to be more than the first.  (Criticism) 20 
Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, 
and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.  21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and 
she repented not.  (Warning & instruction) 22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.  23 And I will 
kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the 
reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.  (Final 
exhortation) 24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, 
and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other 
burden.  25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.  (Assurance & promise) 26 And he 
that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 
27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I received of my Father.  28 And I will give him the morning star.  29 He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

● Last to be more than the first:    The church was continually growing 
● Woman of Jezebel:    Could be a real person or reference to the Jezebel of 1 & 2 Kings 
● Morning Star:    Jesus is the “bright and morning star” – Revelation 22:16 

 

 
Seven churches, described and identified 



 Ephesus  
2:1-7 

Smyrna  
2:8-11 

Pergamum  
2:12-17 

Thyatira  
2:18-29 

Sardis  
3:1-6 

Philadelphia  
3:7-13 

Laodicea  
3:14-22 

Period 
described 

The early 
church, to AD 
100 

The church 
under pagan 
persecution, 
to 313  

Paganism 
enters the 
church, to 
500s 

Papal 
supremacy of 
Dark Ages, to 
mid 1500s 

Protestant 
reformation 
and 
fossilization, to 
late 1700s 

Awakening, 
Bibles printed 
and studied, to 
mid 1800s 

The end-time 
church, 
content but 
sinful, to End. 

  
Description 
of Christ 

Holds 7 
stars, walks 
among 7 
lampstands 

First and 
Last, Died 
and came to 
life 

The One with 
two-edged 
sword 

Eyes of fire, 
feet like brass; 
searches 
minds 

Holds 7 spirits 
and 7 stars 

Holy, true, 
holds keys, 
opens and 
shuts 

Amen, true 
witness, 
Beginning of 
creation 

What Christ 
knows 

Works, labor 
patience 

Works, trials, 
poverty; 
blasphemy of 
false Jews 

Works, living 
where 
Satan's 
throne is 

More works, 
love, service, 
faith, patience 

Works, (and 
see "What you 
have") 

Works Works: neither 
cold nor hot 

Credit Tested false 
prophets, 
perseverance 

Rich in spite 
of poverty 

Held to My 
name & faith 
even in time 
of martyr 

(above) Have a few 
names 
undefiled 

Kept 
command to 
persevere 

– 

Criticism Left first love – Ones with 
doctrine of 
Balaam 

Jezebel with 
immorality 
permitted 

Works 
imperfect 

– Lukewarm, 
wretched, blind, 
naked 

Instruction Remember, 
repent, do 
first works 

Do not fear 
suffering 

Repent Hold fast till I 
come 

Watch, 
strengthen 
remainder 

Hold fast, 
preserve 
crown 

Buy gold, 
clothes, eye 
ointment 

Warning Lampstand 
will be 
removed 

– Will fight with 
sword of 
mouth 

Jezebel into 
sickbed, 
children killed 

I will come as 
thief if you do 
not watch 

– I will spit you 
out; rebuke and 
punishment 

Exhortation My hatred for 
Nicolaitans 

Tribulation 
coming 

Also have 
ones with 
Nicolaitans 
doctrine 

Rest do not 
have false 
doctrine, not 
Satanic depths 

A name as 
alive, but dead 
(and see 
above) 

A little 
strength, My 
word and 
name 

Not what you 
think you have 

Reward for 
overcomers 

Eat from tree 
of life 

Not hurt by 
second death 

Hidden 
manna, white 
stone 

Power over 
nations; 
morning star 

Clothed in 
white, name in 
book, 
confessed 

Made pillar, 
inscribed with 
new name 

Sit on my throne 

Other 
promises 

– Eternal life to 
ones faithful 
to death 

– Rest are given 
no other 
burden 

Undefiled ones 
will walk in 
white 

Submission of 
false Jews; 
Kept from 
hour of trial 

Eat with those 
who open door 

 


