
An Examination of The Lord—The Names of God
Adon or Adonai—Master or Sovereign—Genesis 15:1-21

We continue our examination of the Lord by looking at the Names of God.  In this lesson we 
look at another Name of God: “Adonai”.  This Name is very significant to you and I.  No doubt, if this 
Name and what this Name means were taught, a very great many issues in our lives, the lives of the 
Lord's church(es), the world in general would be better, to say the least.  

REMINDER, REPEAT, REITERATE
We want to remind ourselves that we see how the translators/printers distinguished between 

Jehovah and Adonai.  In our text, we find that “Lord” is recorded in two different ways: “LORD” 
(ALL CAPITAL LETTERS) = “Jehovah”  (Genesis 15:1, 4, 6, 7) and “Lord”(CAPITAL “L”; 
lowercase “o-r-d” = “Adonai”(Genesis 15:2,  .  This is a different word.  And it means something 
completely different.  We have a New Name of God!  Which means, we have something new, 
something very important that the LORD is teaching us!  So we need to WAKE UP! We need to TAKE 
NOTICE! We need to APPLY IT TO OUR LIVES!  What is God revealing to __(INSERT YOUR 
NAME HERE)__?

DEFINITIONS
Genesis 15:1-21—In our text we find that both of these names are employed by the Holy Spirit 

in recording the Word of God for us.  We find that Abram uses both “Jehovah” and “Adonai” 
throughout this chapter strategically.  

We know that Jehovah (LORD or GOD (Vv.2,8,)) speaks of self-existent One, to be made 
known, and is His chief Name of redemption. We know this!  

But we see a New Name brought in.  “Adonai” = “Lord”, which means “Master”, 
“Sovereign”, “Lord”, “the one who is in charge of me.”  Abraham employs this Name differently than 
most “Sovereign Gracers” do today!  He does NOT apply  to the Lord as the One who merely saves 
whom He wills, but rather employs it over the very minute details of his life.  That God was the Master,
the owner of Abraham and all that Abraham had, ever would have, and all that pertained to Abraham.  
This is true Sovereignty! This is true Ownership! And it is all conveyed to you and I in this Name: 
Adonai.  

TEXT
Let us observe the usage in our text of “Jehovah” and “Adonai”.  Our chapter opens us with 

“the word of Jehovah” coming unto Abram.  Again, the Name “Jehovah” is the chief name of 
redemption.  Abram had been called out of the land of Ur of the Chaldees, separated by the LORD unto
Himself (Genesis 12:1).  The LORD had promised unto Abram to “make of thee a great nation” 
(Genesis 12:2), yet they had not been given a child of the LORD.  The LORD comes to Abram and 
reiterates to Abram that he should “Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great 
reward” (Genesis 15:2).  Abram replies to the LORD, saying, “Lord GOD” or “Master-Jehovah”.  
You see, how Abram speaks to the LORD using the “Chief name of redemption” Name.  We must 
never forget this!  That the Lord redeemed us by His own blood, through His own Name.  But the focal 
point of the text is that of Adonai or Master.  Abram calls Him “Master, Sovereign, Owner, the One 
who is in charge of Abram”.  See how Abram submits to Jehovah's Lordship in calling Him “Adonai”.  

We see the Holy Spirit using the Names of God strategically throughout this chapter.  Jehovah 
(Genesis 15:1,6,7 (LORD); Genesis 15:2,8 (GOD)).  ADONAI (Genesis 15:2,8).  


