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So it's really great to be here with you again today. We're gonna open up in the book of 
Luke and it's going to be Luke 7 and before I being reading, though, I'm a teacher, as you 
know, and this is the month of June so it's amazing because now we're coming towards 
the summer holidays and I just love the summer because it's just a time to relax before it 
begins again, but in the end of June, you know, there's a lot of things happening in school
that are different to the year, like there's festivals that happen and there's all sorts of 
events that happen that says summer is coming, and one of the things that happens every 
year coming toward summer, as you know, is sports day and I love sports day. It's a great 
chance for the kids to really prove themselves and it's a nice opportunity for parents to 
come along as well and watch them. But one of the things we do in our school for our 
sports day for the children in the primary is that we give out stickers. So we give out 
stickers to all the children basically through, you know, if they come, if they're first in a 
race, they get a sticker that says number 1, if they're second they get a sticker that says 
number 2, they can get third as well, but also if they don't get first, second or third, they 
can still get a sticker anyway, they get a sticker that says, "I took part in sports day." So 
no matter what, they're getting a sticker and it's funny because some of the children are 
quite savvy to this and they know that really, "I took part in sports day" isn't really much 
to boast about and there is one wee boy who was feeling a bit down about the fact that 
across his chest he had a whole plethora of "I took part in sports day" stickers but he had 
no firsts, seconds or thirds, and to be honest with you, I don't he would have been too 
happy with a second or third either, he really just wanted a first sticker and he was giving 
off like this and was pretty upset. One of the boys in the class realized that he was upset 
and came up to him and said to him, "You know, you can have some of my first stickers,"
and he peeled off the first stickers on his chest and gave it to the boy and he was really 
thankful for it. It was nice to see, but me having noticed this, the boys didn't notice me 
noticing so I come over and I noticed the boy who now has all the first stickers across his 
chest and I said to him, "So when I look at this, look at all your firsts, how did you get 
those?" And instead of crediting the boy who gave them to him, instead he says to me, 
"Well, I got this first for the egg and spoon race," as he points to his chest and he points 
somewhere else and says, "I got this first for the sack race," and he goes on and he just 
wants to take the credit for himself, you know, and it's funny because really that's 
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childhood innocence but at the same time we do recognize that in all of us that so often 
whenever we have grace given to us, we result to boasting instead of gratitude. We take 
the credit and the onus on ourselves as though we are the ones who deserve the credit, we
are the ones who have the merit, instead of giving a thanks to the one who has given us 
the grace in the first place and as Christians, that can be so easy as well, that we forget 
the grace that God has given us, the strength he's given us, the mercy he gives us each 
day, and we boast about our own good doings as though it is us and not God working 
through us. 

So in thinking about that I want to start looking at Luke 7 and reading from verse 1. It 
says this, it's amazing and I just want you just to listen to these words, what amazing 
words from the Bible because we're gonna hear a few different passages in Luke 7 but 
we're gonna see how they link together because Gospel writers were so good at doing 
this, they didn't always write chronologically but passages were put together for a 
particular purpose to bring out a certain message and here's what Luke has done. So we're
gonna read a couple of passages in Luke 7 and we're gonna see how they link together 
and what they teach us and what we can take with us from that.

So Luke 7:1 and it says this, 

1 After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he 
entered Capernaum [talking of Jesus]. 2 Now a centurion had a servant 
who was sick and at the point of death, who was highly valued by him. 3 
When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, 
asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, 
they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, "He is worthy to have you do this
for him, 5 for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our 
synagogue." 6 And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the 
house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, "Lord, do not trouble 
yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof. 7 
Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my 
servant be healed. 8 For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers 
under me: and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and 
he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 9 When Jesus 
heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that 
followed him, said, "I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith." 
10 And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found 
the servant well. 11 Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his
disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate 
of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only 
son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from 
the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion
on her and said to her, "Do not weep." 14 Then he came up and touched 
the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to 
you, arise." 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, 
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saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" and "God has visited his 
people!" 17 And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea 
and all the surrounding country. 18 The disciples of John reported all these
things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his disciples to him, sent them 
to the Lord, saying, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?"
20 And when the men had come to him, they said, "John the Baptist has 
sent us to you, saying, 'Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look 
for another?'" 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases and 
plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 
22 And he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to
them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me." 24 When 
John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed 
in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and 
live in luxury are in kings' courts. 26 What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it
is written, "'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way before you.' 28 I tell you, among those born of women 
none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God 
is greater than he." 29 (When all the people heard this, and the tax 
collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the 
baptism of John, 30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose 
of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)

We'll stop there and we'll chat through what we've seen. But this is just amazing because 
you can see just the first story where Jesus healed a centurion's servant, something 
amazing because right away you should be smacked with, "Whoa, this is different. This is
strange because this centurion values his servant highly. That's not normal." I mean, in 
those days a Roman centurion who as in charge of 100 Roman soldiers didn't really care 
much for his servants. I mean, he had too many other things to think about and yet this 
guy highly values his servant, he really cares for him. So that's a bit different that we read
in verse 2.

Then it goes and it says that he sends servants to proclaim that his servant is dying so this
servant is dying, the centurion who highly values his servant cares about him and wants 
this servant to be healed and so does the humble thing of sending out servants to Jesus. 
That took humility for this centurion to do. It wasn't easy for him to send out servants, I 
don't think, to ask Jesus to come and to heal. It showed submission on the centurion's part
but the centurion was willing to do this because he cared about and valued his servant's 
life, and so he sends servants but the servants don't proclaim the message that the 
centurion asked them to, they proclaim a little bit more as well. They say, "He's worthy." 
This is what they say to Jesus, they say to Jesus, "Jesus, the centurion is worthy to have 
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you do this for him." Now we'll discover in a minute that that's not the message that the 
centurion asked the servants to send but they say, "He's worthy because," and they give a 
list of reasons. They say, "He loves our nation. He's the one who built our synagogue." 
Again, by the way, that is massively weird because, I mean, for a Roman to have such 
care for the Jews in those days was unheard of. The Romans hated the Jews. The Jews 
hated the Romans. For a centurion to show such care to the Jews to love their nation and 
to build them a synagogue, was unheard of. 

This centurion was different and he does come across as quite worthy, and yet that is not 
the message that the centurion sent because here we can see in verse 6, Jesus starts to go 
with them, right? He's walking toward the house, the centurion then sends friends and 
they seem to proclaim a more clear message from the centurion. They say, "Lord, don't 
trouble yourself," for here's what the centurion said, they say, "He says that 'I am not 
worthy.'" So actually the centurion recognizes that before God he is not worthy. It doesn't
matter what things he has done in his life. He also has committed many sins like all of us 
and he is not worthy before a heavenly Creator. Now he may not know that Jesus is God 
but he knew that before God or before Jesus, he wasn't worthy.

He says, "I'm not even worthy for you to come underneath my roof, therefore I didn't 
even presume to come to you." You know, and it's so true of us too whenever we come 
before God sometimes we like to say, "Look at my good works. Look at my deeds. Look 
what I've done." But that's a bit like, you know, saying you coming before, I don't know, 
Bill Gates and saying, "Look at my flashy car." And you know, Bill Gates would just 
laugh at you and say, "Well, I've got so much more." You know, actually it's a bit like 
that story that was talked about to start with that little boy and imagine him turning to the 
boy who just gave him the stickers and says, "Look at my stickers." He would say, "Well,
I just gave them to you." You know, God, everything good we have is given to us by 
God. We can't turn around to God and say, "God, look at my good works." It's God who 
gives us the strength to even do anything right for him and so therefore we've got nothing
to boast about.

But here you can see the centurion recognizes he's not worthy before Jesus and he says, 
he actually has even more trust in Jesus than that, he also says, "Just say the word." Verse
7 he says, "Just say the word but say the word and let my servant be healed." In other 
words, the centurion said, "You don't even need to come to my house. I believe if you 
just say the word, my servant will be healed." That's amazing because here we can see the
centurion doesn't just trust in the word of Christ but also he believes in the authority of 
Christ, that he has authority over life and death, and not just the authority but the power, 
that Jesus has the power to raise from dead and raise from sickness to life. So he says, 
"Just say the word and my servant will be healed, for I too," he says, "I'm a man set under
authority with soldiers under me." So this centurion recognizes how authority works. He 
says, "You know, I have authority over soldiers. They do my every command." But here 
really the centurion has said, "I believe that if you command it, my servant will be 
healed." That's amazing. That takes faith.
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You see, that's what Jesus says. Jesus hears these things, he marvels at the centurion and 
he turns to the crowd that follows him and says, "I tell you, not even in Israel do I find," 
what does he say? "Not even in Israel that I find such merit"? No, he doesn't say that. He 
doesn't say, "Not even in Israel have I found such worth." No, Jesus says, "I tell you, not 
even in Israel that I find such faith." You see, it's the faith that's important. Christ praises 
the centurion's faith, not his worth or his merit. Remember, the centurion has just denied 
his worth and merit and attributes worth to Christ. He recognizes he's unworthy before 
Christ and he says, "I believe in you." And it is his belief and faith and trust in Jesus that 
Jesus praises. You see, that's so important for us to see because we can see here that it's 
by grace we've been saved through faith, not works, and this is something that really 
stands out in this passage, that it's not about works, it's not about the worth of the 
centurion, it's about his faith and his faith and who his faith is in, his faith is in Jesus, and 
it's by that faith then that Jesus heals the servant and whenever they come home, they find
the servant well. So Jesus' grace is bestowed upon the centurion because it's by grace 
we've been saved through faith, not works.

But we can see, then, how this links into the next passage because verse 11 says, "Soon 
afterward," so you can see there's a link, "Soon afterward Jesus went to a town called 
Nain." Now here we're gonna see something quite different. We'll see a bit of a contrast 
because first of all we've looked at a centurion who his servants valued the centurion and 
said that the centurion is worthy and the centurion has worth, but in the day that we're 
talking about here, this society didn't really esteem someone if they didn't have money or 
didn't have value or didn't have prestige. Here we can see a widow and in those days 
widows were not given much merit because the husband was the provider in those days. 
Now the husband has died, this widow doesn't have a husband, but at least she has a son, 
right, because a son is also a breadwinner if he was old enough, and he could provide, but
here we discover that her only son has also died. She is left absolutely destitute and in 
that society much as they cared for her, she wasn't seen as a widow with merit or a widow
with worth. She was seen as a person without any worth or merit, but here we can see that
whether with plenty or nothing, it makes no difference, that by grace we've been saved 
through faith, not works, because here's what happens, Jesus draws near to the gate of the
town, and behold, a man who had died is being carried out, the only son of  this widow, 
and there's a whole considerable crowd from the town with her, and the Lord sees her and
what does he do? Does he say, "Oh no, this woman, she has no worth. She has merit. I 
am not going to bestow my grace upon her." No, of course not because it's not based on 
worth or merit. Here's what happens, Jesus sees her and he has compassion on her. Praise 
God because that is so true for us too, isn't it? We are not deserving of God's grace and 
yet he has had compassion on us. Let's praise him for that because here's what Jesus says 
to her, he says, " Do not weep." Now if that stopped there, then you'd be thinking, "Well, 
easier said than done," right? But Jesus goes on to bestow his grace upon her because he 
comes up, he touches the bier, the bearers stood still, the young man raises up back to life
with the powerful words of Jesus. Jesus says, "Young man, I say to you, arise," and up 
the dead man sits up and begins to speak. 

This is amazing because the first passage we saw someone at the brink of death but being
given life, here we can see someone actually dead being brought back to life and the dead
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man sits up and begins to speak and it says Jesus gave him to his mother. I love the way it
says that, that once raised he's given to his mother. We're seeing this picture of grace, this
unmerited, undeserved grace that this raised son is being given freely to his mother. Fear 
seizes all of them and they all glorify God. The whole crowd, they're just saying, "Whoa! 
What has just happened?" And they attribute glory to God. They say, "A great prophet 
has risen among us and God has visited his people." 

So you can see here that it begins with an unworthy widow but then there's grace that is 
given and this grace results in faith. You see, it's by grace that we've been saved, through 
faith. God's grace has come to us first. God has convicted. If you're a Christian, it is 
because God has convicted you, he has impacted your heart, he has spoken into your life 
and you have responded in faith, but it's God's grace that came to you first, it is God's 
conviction, it is God's work and we've got nothing to boast about. We can't even boast 
about our own faith because it's a result of God's grace given to us and it is all thanks to 
God. He is the one who has the control and that's just amazing.

So we can see here in both stories and quoting Ephesians 2 when I say this, that for by 
grace you've been saved through faith, that's what we read in Ephesians 2, isn't it? Verse 
8 and 9 it says, "by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast." We can't 
even boast in our faith. We can't even boast in our gratitude or the works that are the 
result of our faith because it's all given to us by God and so we can see here we've got 
nothing to boast about save then Jesus Christ himself.

Now it's important that we talk about those two passages because what comes next in 
verse 18 then really stands out as odd at the start because it says here, "The disciples of 
John reported all these things to him." So what do you expect, then? Is it John, this is 
John the Baptist, that John the Baptist would hear these stories, the stories of the 
centurion's servant healed, the story of the widow's son raised to life, that these stories the
disciples of John are reporting all these things to him and more, I'm sure, telling John 
about all these amazing miracles of Jesus because here what's happened is that in both 
those pictures, the picture of the centurion's servant and the one of the widow's son, is 
that there's been salvation from death in both those stories, one from the brink of death 
but salvation from death, and we too have been, if we're Christians saved from spiritual 
death and this is a gift to faith. 

But here we can see in verse 18 that the disciples of John are reporting all these things to 
him. Now this is John, This is John the Baptist. This is a courageous and bold John 
because he's just been imprisoned, but he's been imprisoned for confronting Herod's sin, 
he's been imprisoned for standing up for God. You know, John has come before Herod 
and has confronted Herod for his sin and a sinful relationship with his brother's wife and 
for this confrontation, Herod has jailed John. We discover this in chapter 3, verse 19 to 
20. So we can see here, though, that he's not completely isolated because his friends are 
able to report things to him, they're able to pass on messages from him, so he's able to be 
kept up-to-date, but this is John who is the prophesied prophet. 
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You know, prophets have written about this prophet. You know, we read in Isaiah that 
John is the voice of one crying in the wilderness, you know, prepare the way of the Lord. 
We read, you know, that John says himself of Jesus, he says, "Behold the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world." This is John, a man of great faith. You know, this 
is John who passed on the ministry of Jesus. He would pass on that Jesus would come 
and would proclaim a twofold ministry that Jesus would say that, you know, we should 
be baptized in the Holy Spirit and for all those who repent and believe and that Jesus 
would burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire so that he would come to heal and to 
restore and to give grace but he would also come with judgment. This is what John was 
proclaiming.

So John was bold, he was brave in telling people this. You know, even before the 
Pharisees and the religious leaders, he calls them a brood of vipers, he's not afraid to 
speak the word of God to people even if it means that they would be offended by it. But 
this same John who's now been lying in prison for a long time perhaps and maybe even is
starting to rot a bit, John is lying there in a cell and doubt has started to set in and so 
whenever the disciples of John are reporting all these things to him, John doesn't respond 
with excitement and praise like you might expect, instead John has his doubts because 
John thinks to himself, "Hold on. That's great that, you know, Jesus is healing this 
centurion servant, that Jesus is raising people from the dead and is healing and preaching,
but what about this punishment, what about the judgment that I've been telling people 
about the Messiah?" You know, John had been proclaiming this message that the 
Messiah would come and not only would he heal and restore, he would also bring 
judgment and John's expecting that judgment to be something like the overthrowing of 
the Romans or the Messiah to set up his reign and to have a throne on earth, and that's not
what was happening. You see, John's expectations, although true in a sense because 
Christ has come and God will judge, the judgment hasn't come yet and so John's 
expectations of when these things will happen were false. You know, John expected them
to happen right away, he expected Jesus to come and to have reign on earth and to 
overcome the Romans and to set the Israelites free from the Romans and that he would 
bring judgment upon those who stood in his way, and you know, John even said himself 
the ax is already laid at the root of the tree, you know, that he's gonna cut down every tree
that didn't bear fruit and cast it into the fire, and John's looking and saying, "Where's the 
judgment? I don't see the judgment. Is this really the Messiah?"

So John has his doubts, you know, and isn't that so true of us too sometimes, you know, 
that we can have our timings of when we think God should do things in a certain way and
that can cause us to doubt, but God's timing is not our timing, God's ways are not our 
ways, and so John in his doubt, he calls two of his disciples to him and he sends them to 
the Lord to say, "Are you the one who's to come or shall we look for another?" And this 
is interesting because we've seen in the first two passages, as I've mentioned, that it's 
through faith not works that we've been saved by God's grace through faith. And so here 
we can't help but ask the question, "Well, what about John?" Because John, surely he 
seems to have faith but right now he's doubting. Does this have an impact on his eternal 
glory? Surely if I'm doubting, is that gonna have an impact on my eternal life? You 
know, surely can doubt be there? Can doubt set into my life? Because if I doubt, then 
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surely I'm not having faith and you might have those questions and ask yourself, "What 
about doubt? Does that stop me from having eternal life?" And of course the answer's 
gonna be no but we're gonna see how that's the case here because John is doubting and 
how is Jesus going to respond? Here are John's servants and they're saying, "Are you the 
one who's to come or shall we look for another?" So the men come and they don't just 
say, "Are you the one who's to come," they say, "John the Baptist has sent us to you 
saying are you the one who is to come?" It's sort of like, "It's not us saying this, Lord. 
You know, we're not the ones. We know what's happening but just gotta ask. John said 
this, you know, are you the one who is to come?" 

So they kind of pass on the blame in a way, and Jesus is very gracious in his response 
because in verse 21 here we can see, first of all, that Jesus in his actions responds. He 
heals many people of diseases, plagues, evil spirits, on the blind he bestows sight, and 
then in his words he says this in verse 22, he answers them and he says, "Go and tell John
what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up," you see the progression there, the 
dead are raised up and the most amazing of all, "the poor have good news preached to 
them." That's the crux of what Jesus was there for. He wasn't there mainly to heal, he was
there, the healing was really signs about what he was talking about, but he was there to 
preach, he was there to preach the good news of Jesus Christ, to preach the good news of 
the kingdom of God, and he's saying the poor have good news preached to them.

Now the word "poor" is interesting because you're thinking we just heard about the 
centurion, surely he's not poor, but he was poor in a sense because he needed something 
from God that he didn't get himself, he needed God's grace and the same is true of the 
widow, and actually in the story that follows this one, the story of the sinful woman 
forgiven, she too has grace bestowed upon her. 

So these poor people have good news preached to them. We are all poor before God. 
None of us are worthy before him. We need his grace. We need this good news preached 
to us and so Jesus is saying, "This is what I'm here for," but notice that Jesus hasn't said, 
"Here's what I've done in terms of judgment." He's not answering John's question, his 
doubts, but what he is doing is he is saying, "Look, the first half of your expectations are 
bang on. You know, I have come and I have taught repentance to people and led people 
to repentant belief in me and I am coming to baptize in the Holy Spirit for all those who 
repent and believe. Trust, you can see that I am coming and I am healing. The first half of
your expectations is right but the second half, this judgment hasn't come yet. Hold on." 
You see? And so this is amazing because here's what Jesus is saying, he's saying, "Look 
what you've seen and heard. Hold on. Trust in me. You can see the first half is right, you 
just keep on holding on. It's not in your time, it's in my time."

So it's amazing. I'm so glad that it wasn't in John's timing because Jesus didn't come to 
judge right away, he came to bestow his grace upon us and we are in a time of grace 
before the judgment which is amazing because this is a time where we can preach and 
declare the good news of Jesus Christ so others may come and know him for themselves 
and be saved from the judgment, but the important thing here to notice is that John is 
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being told to hold on, to keep trusting even in his doubts and that's amazing because here 
we can see that Jesus is gracious to John. He doesn't discard John and say, "Well, you 
know, you're doubting now so forget it." No. Jesus gives John the words that he needs to 
keep holding on because actually it is God who helps us to keep believing. You know, the
very fact that you will wake up a Christian tomorrow if you're a Christian today, the very 
fact that you will wake up a Christian tomorrow is because God is keeping you a 
Christian. It is God who keeps your faith and it's God who gives you the words and his 
words to rely on him each day. We need to keep on trusting in him. We need to keep on 
pouring ourselves out before him, to keep on fixing our eyes on him and on his word, the 
Bible, and keep on trusting in him because God gives us the promises that we need to 
keep on trusting in him. It is God who keeps us. He hasn't just saved us, he keeps us 
within his hand and no one can pluck us away from his hand because once saved, we're 
always saved. We know this, right? If you truly are a Christian, it is God who keeps you a
Christian and helps you to keep serving him.

So that's amazing, but here's what Jesus says in verse 23 as well, he says, "And blessed is 
the one who is not offended by me." That's interesting because here Jesus has just said, 
"Look, look at my grace. Keep holding on." But many people are offended by Jesus 
because of his grace, many people are offended by the Christian message because of 
grace, because religion says do, Christianity says done. You know, it's been done for us 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, that there's nothing we can do, there's 
nothing we can bring to merit eternal salvation. We cannot obtain salvation for ourselves.
It is not possible. We are sinful, even our very good works are like sinful rags before him;
that we need Jesus, we need his grace, we need his death and resurrection, we need him 
to have taken the punishment for us and to be risen again back to eternal life for us 
because without him we are stuck, and that is offensive to many people because many 
people like to feel like they have to have earned it somehow. Many people think that, you
know, I need to do A, B and C to validate eternal life, and that's why so many other 
religions are there, people want to do things to try to earn God's favor, but actually 
Christianity says, "No, you cannot earn God's favor. You're not good enough. You need 
to trust solely in Jesus Christ." 

And that is offensive to many people, you know, it's offensive even to the Pharisees we 
discover here later on, because there in verse 30 it says, "the Pharisees and the lawyers 
rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him." Because 
of their pride, they would not surrender to God, they would not be baptized for him, they 
wouldn't surrender their lives to him because they didn't trust because they thought they 
trusted themselves instead of God, they wanted to show off their good works before 
others, feeling that this somehow merited them and gave them the value and the goodness
to be good enough before God. We've already seen in these first two stories of the 
centurion and the widow that it is not about your worth, it's not about your merit, it's 
about God's grace in your life and your faith in him.

So verse 24 then, John's messengers leave. What does Jesus say now? Does he turn unto 
the crowds and say, "Well, you know, there's another one gone. John, he trusted in me but
no longer." No. John, he speaks very highly of John. He says, "What did you go out to 
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the wilderness to see?" So he's asking all the crowds, "What did you go out to the 
wilderness to see?" That's an interesting question because many of the people there in the 
crowds were Pharisees and they probably went there to the wilderness to see John as well
but have tried to forget that. Jesus won't let them forget. He says, "What did you go out to
see? Did you go out to see a reed shaken by the wind?" No, of course not. And John 
wasn't shaken by human opinion. "What then did you go out to see, a man dressed in soft 
clothing?" Well, no. John wasn't a people-pleaser. "Behold, those who are dressed in 
splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. What then did you go out to 
see?" Who did they go out to see? They didn't go out to see John because he was dressed 
in soft clothing. He wasn't a people-pleaser. He wasn't shaken by human opinion. They 
went out to see John because he was a prophet and here's what Jesus says, "A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet." 

Then he goes on and he quotes Malachi and he says, "Behold, I send my messenger 
before your face, who will prepare your way before you." And he quotes Malachi who 
was prophesying the prophet John, that John was coming to be a messenger for Jesus. He 
was coming to prepare the way for Jesus' arrival. But here we can see then that Jesus says
of John, he says, "I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John." He 
says "is," he doesn't say "was." Even though John is doubting, he still says none is greater
than John. I love the fact he says it among those born of women. You know, you might 
think, well, Jesus was also born of women, but Jesus was born of women and by 
unnatural means. You know, born of women was a Jewish idiom, that just means natural 
human birth, and that then excludes Jesus because Jesus is greater than John, but here he's
saying among those born of women, natural birth, none is greater than John because John
was great because of his humility, because of his faith as trusting God and his service to 
him but hear what Jesus says next, he says, "Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he." You think, well, that doesn't really make sense. You just said 
none is greater than John and now you're saying the least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he. I love the way Jesus does this, he, you know, he brings, he's got you 
thinking, doesn't he? But here he's saying that if you're least in the kingdom of God, you 
know, if you are humbling yourself before God, you're greater than he in terms of 
privilege because today we are on the opposite side of the cross, we have a greatness in 
terms of privilege, we are so privileged to be able to look back at the cross and see the 
finished work. John was confused, wasn't he? He was doubting and he was confused and 
not understanding because he hadn't quite worked out what the Messiah had come to do. 
We are able to look back and see exactly what the Messiah has done, that he, the reason 
he was here was to be crucified and to be raised again back to life. 

We have the privilege of seeing the full picture and so we can say this is God's grace to 
us. We see that in 1 Peter 1:12 that even the prophets, they discovered that they were not 
serving themselves but us because they were not fully understanding even what they were
prophesying, but it was for us to look back and see the full picture of the messianic reign 
of who Jesus really is. And so that's amazing, we have this privilege and that's God's 
grace given to us but as I mentioned then he says, "When all the people heard this, and 
the tax collectors too, they declared God just," they're amazed by this, they're saying, "Do
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you know what? God really is a God of grace and forgiveness and goodness. We trust in 
him." 

But the Pharisees, like I've mentioned before, they were offended by this message and it 
says they rejected the purpose of God for themselves and that's a dangerous thing, isn't it, 
that so many reject the purpose of God because they are offended by the grace of God. 

Verse 31, Jesus goes on to say, "To what then shall I compare the people of this 
generation, and what are they like?" So he's looking at these people and these Pharisees 
who have rejected the purpose of God for themselves and he says, "What are you like?" 
He says, "You're like children." Now that's gonna be a big insult to them because children
in those days had no merit and he's saying, "You're like children." You know, and 
because they were like children because children are like, you know, they go before the 
schoolmaster and they say, you know, they go before the principal and they say, "What's 
the pass mark?" And that's what they were like. They were saying, "You know, we'll do 
all the good stuff, we'll work hard, we'll, you know, live a good life and we'll try to hit 
that pass mark," without realizing, of course, that all have fallen short of the glory of 
God. 

So, "They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another," they 
say, "'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did 
not weep.'" That's amazing, isn't it, because here we can see a picture of John and a 
picture of Christ. We played the flute, that's like Christ's grace, and you did not dance. 
We sang a dirge, that's like John's rebuke, and you did not weep. But you see, no matter 
how the Gospel is proclaimed to them, they would reject it no matter what. We need both
God's grace and wrath. We need to understand both that God is gracious but he's also a 
God of wrath and that those of us who have trusted in him have been graciously taken 
from his wrath and into eternal life and that God's wrath is just and will fall upon those 
who do not trust in him. We need to fully understand that because then it helps us to 
understand the seriousness of sin, that God must punish it, but that in God's grace he has 
punished Jesus Christ instead of us and we can have this grace given to us, and that helps 
us then to be fully appreciative of what Jesus has done for us on the cross.

And he says verse 33, "For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no 
wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.'" So they start to blame. They don't listen to the 
words of John because they're saying, "Oh, his diet is weird. You know, he's not eating 
bread or drinking any wine, so he must have a demon. We're not gonna listen to him." 
And then the Son of Man has come and he does eat and drink and what do they say then? 
Well, they're inconsistent, they say, "Look at him, he's a glutton, a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors." So no matter what whether you're eating bread and drinking wine or not, 
it doesn't make a difference. The Pharisees are finding some reason not to listen to the 
message. You see, they are blaming both Jesus and John's message on their meal and 
they're not listening to the message and that's inconsistent of them, but you can see that 
that is so true today as well, that no matter what people will find some way, some excuse 
not to listen to the message of Jesus Christ, this amazing gracious message given to us.
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So we're gonna finish there. The next story, I'm not going to go into it now but the next 
story is of a sinful woman forgiven and I'm mentioning that because you may know this 
story, it's of a woman whose sins have been forgiven and she's been cleared a large debt 
and sins and she is just so thankful of that. She comes before God and she has, she just 
pours herself out to him, you know, she stands behind him and she just weeps and she 
wets his feet with her tears and wipes them with her hair and she breaks this really 
expensive alabaster flask of ointment and pours it over his feet and that is important 
because we can see here that this woman, she is not living a life of works, she's living a 
life of gratitude. You see, she has recognized that her sins have been forgiven and that's 
important to see as well because salvation is not of works. Once it's received through 
faith and grace, it should lead to works of faith. So in other words, salvation isn't of 
works. Your works cannot bring you salvation but if you have received God's grace and 
have salvation, that should in turn well up such thankfulness within you that you cannot 
help but live for Jesus; that your living for Jesus is not to buy you salvation because you 
could never have that, but your goodness, never have that by yourself, but your goodness,
your life of gratitude should evidence itself in good works. So your good works are not 
there to save you but they are a result of thankfulness because God has saved you 
regardless.

So that's important, this next story, because, you see, without this next story, you may 
end up telling yourself, "Well, you know, it's God's grace. It's not my works so I'll just do
what I like." That's a very dangerous thing to think. That's called antinomianism and 
that's not what the Bible teaches. You know, it's a bit like you might have heard this story
before of a boy and his father and they're near an island and the boy decides to swim out 
to the island one day but on the way he starts to be mauled by crocodiles and he's about to
get attacked, and the father sees this and jumps in and saves the boy's life, throws him 
back onto the beach and the boy wakes up after a while and he sees his father and his 
father is covered in cuts and bruises and has nearly died, and the son recognizes that his 
father had sacrificed himself for him so that he could be freed from the crocodiles. Now 
what would the son do? Would he turn to the father and say, "Thanks, dad," and jump 
back into the sea again thinking to himself, "Well, sure, he saved me once, he can save 
me again"? No, the son should, you know, live in gratitude for what his father has done 
for him and just be so thankful for the fact that his father did that for him, that he 
wouldn't want to go back out into that same water again. And it should be the same for 
us. As Christians if we have recognized what God has saved us from and if we have 
recognized the goodness and the grace of God upon us, that should result in gratitude and
works of faith because faith is a verb, it's not just a noun. Faith is a doing word. It's that 
we respond in faith and works of faith because we're so thankful for what God has done 
for us.

So that's why this, I believe this next story was put in after this one, it's because it's to 
show us that while salvation is not of works because it's by grace that we've been saved 
through faith, not works, but once it's received well through faith and grace, it leads to 
works of faith. So we're gonna stop there but that's a great challenge for me, is not to be 
boasting, not to be proud, not to be looking at things I've done and giving myself credit 
for it, but instead to come before God each morning and recognize that his grace and his 
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mercy is new every morning, that every day God's grace is there upon me and I will call 
out to him and I'll ask him for his strength and his grace each day to serve him in 
gratitude and thankfulness to him; that it will not be out of my own strength but from the 
strength that he provides for me; that it will not be out of my own, I don't know, sense of 
merit or chore but that it will be out of gratitude and thankfulness to him that I will serve 
him for his glory. 

So we'll finish in prayer. Let us pray.

Dear Lord God, I just want to thank you so much for your grace, Lord. Thank you, Lord, 
that it was your grace that has saved us if we're Christians through faith and not works, 
and that it's not our own doing but it is the gift of God, not a result of works that no one 
can boast and that we can see that here in these stories, these true and amazing stories 
that Jesus Christ is everything, that you are everything and that we are nothing before 
you, and yet you have forgiven us, you have loved us so much that you've sent your Son 
to die for us in our stead and to take on our sin and our blame upon himself and that he 
is alive again forevermore. I just pray, Lord, that we will be thankful to you for that and 
for the fact that you've given us grace and strength every single day to follow you and to 
give glory to your name. I just pray, Lord, that we will live in gratitude and thankfulness 
to you and that we will lift up your name on high that you may be glorified. In your 
name. Amen.

Page 13 of 13


	Evidence of Salvation
	By Drew McKeown

