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Before I start, I just love what Fergie was saying there when he was talking about M. 
because M. was someone who just took a Bible, he was a young boy, took a Bible and 
started reading it and fell in love with it and that is what the Bible is, it's something we 
can fall in love with. It's got the Gospel within and it's got a message that is ever powerful
and ever new. But if you're here tonight and you're not really buying that, you're not 
exactly convinced, you think, "Why does the Gospel really matter? Are you sure that it 
can matter to every single person? Maybe it's okay, all well and good for you. Drew, you 
are standing up here and you're saying you love the Bible and you love the Gospel. That's
great for you but every person is different and everyone has their own preferences. Some 
people enjoy football, some people enjoy romping more, some people enjoy running, 
some people don't enjoy sports at all but they enjoy watching TV. Why should the Bible 
be something that should matter to everyone? You know, why should the Gospel matter 
to everyone? And so what if it doesn't matter to me?" And I'm going to maybe open up to
Romans again. So Fergie was speaking through Romans there, but Romans 1 this time, 
the very start of Romans, to try to show through God's word why the Gospel should 
matter to you and why it should make all the world of a difference. Why is it that the 
Bible is so single-minded in saying that the Gospel is the only way to heaven? You know,
is that a prejudice, an old-fashioned way of looking at things? Or can we really say that in
the 21st century, that there only is one way to heaven? And can we really say that the 
Gospel, the good news of his Christ, is that way and how can we be convinced? And 
hopefully we can see through the book of Romans, the first four verses, that this is the 
case. The Gospel does matter and it is the single most important thing and if you haven't 
accepted Jesus as your Savior, that's what we should be doing today because it's the only 
way to heaven.

So I'm going to be talking about how the Creator of the universe, God, has planned and 
he has promised good things for us, the Gospel, good news, and the fulfillment of this 
plan that God has had since the beginning of creation, the fulfillment of this plan is 
through his Son Jesus Christ. And hopefully we will see as we read these four verses also,
that this Gospel is old but ever new, just like Fergie was mentioning there with how this 
is an old Bible, and the Bible is an old Bible, it goes back thousands of years to people 
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who have written words that were written thousands of years ago, and yet it's so 
important to us today. And I will say as well how even though this is an old historical 
Bible, it's also so relevant today and that it's holy because it's God's word and it was 
spoken by God; it is God's very words, not the words of humans but the words of God, 
and that it concerns his Son Jesus Christ.

So before we start, though, I can tell you maybe a wee story. It's set back in 1954 and it's 
looking at a research team. There was a medical research team who made a massive  
discovery that year. They discovered a virus and to them it was a massive deal because 
this virus affected everyone. Everyone was a carrier of this virus and actually this virus 
was the root cause of all diseases; everyone who had any disease, Alzheimer's, you name 
it, pneumonia, small diseases to the very biggest, were all because of this one virus and 
there was one cure. This is what they discovered in 1954, they discovered a cure for this 
virus and they tested it on themselves and the cure worked, and this was amazing, to have
this terrible news of a virus that affected everyone, but this amazing news that they had 
this cure that could cure everyone. And they tested it on themselves and it worked, their  
families tested it on themselves and it worked, And they held a news conference, they got
a news conference together, booked a massive arena because they expected many people 
to come, and they were surprised that very few press came, very few scientific colleagues
from the community came as well, and actually the people weren't very interested at all in
their findings. In fact, they mocked it and ridiculed it and said with criticism that this was
ridiculous. How could there be a virus that affects everyone? And how could there be a 
cure for that virus? That it was just a big pile of gobbledygook and it wasn't true and the 
physicians and professors and pharmacists all didn't go into it, and actually their funding 
was cut and one by one many of the people, not all of them but many of them, started to 
leave the team because they were disheartened and thought to themselves, "We're going 
to lose our jobs through this. We're losing our respect." And they left.

Now I'm sure you might have noticed by now that actually this story isn't true. It's not a 
true story, it's fictional, so you might be glad to know that there isn't a virus that affects 
everyone, and yet it actually is a parallel to a story that is true. You see, we do have in a 
sense a virus but it's called sin, and this sin affects everyone, and this sin is in our hearts 
and it is when we do and say wrong things, our thoughts and motives are against God. 
And this is since Adam and Eve, and this virus that affects all of us is the root cause of all
our diseases and everything that is wrong in this world: of all death, anger, hatred. This is
the root cause of all of these things and actually if we don't treat it, we'll end up in hell 
forever, being punished for our sin. But the amazing news is that there is a cure; that we 
couldn't create a cure in ourselves and much as people have tried, but the cure is Jesus; 
that Jesus is the perfect Son of God who came to this earth and he died for our sins. You 
see, God is perfect and his Son Jesus is perfect, and it needed someone perfect to die for 
our imperfections, which is sin, and Jesus came to this earth willingly to die for our 
imperfections so that if we trust in him, we can be forgiven forever and have eternal life 
with him and live with him and experience the kindness and goodness of our Creator all 
the days of our lives.
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But you see, just like that news conference, we get a lot of criticism for that. People don't 
really want to know. They are not interested in this good news. In fact, they get quite 
offended by it because, you see, the two worst things you can say to people are that: 
number 1, you are a sinner and you deserve judgment; number 2, that you are wrong if 
someone has a different view. Those two things are so offensive to the ears of 21st 
century people, especially in our culture today, because we live in a world where there is 
no moral absolutes, there is no absolute truth; that each person can have their own belief 
and they can still be right; that what is true to you is true to you, what is true to me is true 
to me. And yet really when we think about it, I think we all know deep down that couldn't
be the case. 

You know, if I were just to make up something and say that I believe that Walt Disney is 
God and that if I wear Mickey Mouse ears for three years, and then before I die, if I sit in 
a magic carpet and sing "It's a whole new world" in a Daffy Duck voice, that I'll go to 
heaven, that you would tell me I'm wrong. And if you don't tell me I'm wrong, I think 
deep down you know that I am because it's just a fantasy that I just made up. And to be 
honest, we know that is true with religion as well. Not every religion can be true. If that 
were so, we would have a God of schizophrenia; a God who says, "If you worship your 
way to heaven, that's fine. If you kill in the name of Allah, you go to heaven. It's brilliant.
If you rid yourself of all your desires, then you'll become part of some cosmic 
nothingness and that's great. If you rub the laughing Buddha's belly and follow the five 
precepts of life, then you will be reincarnated one day. Oh, and by the way, if you trust in
the Son of God as your Savior and ask for forgiveness, you'll go to heaven." That can't all
be true and so we know despite the lies that we are told that all of truth is truth, that there 
is only one truth; they can't all be right and there only really is one way to heaven. 

So we are left with a choice either one of these religions is true which says that we do 
good and we practice good works to make it to heaven, or Jesus is right whenever he said
that you cannot be good enough and you need to trust me and I will remove your sins for 
you. Or we bag the whole thing and we don't believe any of it. But we can't put Jesus in 
the same camp as religion because Jesus doesn't put himself there. He is different to the 
rest of religion because religion says do, whereas Christ says done. Jesus has paid the 
price for us on the cross. 

And you see, that's where we go to Romans. You see, he actually used to be a man called 
Saul. He changed his name and for quite a significant reason but for a while he was called
Saul and he was from Tarsus and he was absolutely steeped in religion and he called 
himself a righteous man for many reasons: he was a son of Israel, son of Benjamin, so by 
blood he was a righteous man; he was a Pharisee, so by practice he was a righteous man; 
he was a disciple of a man called Gamaliel, he was like an elder, basically a Pharisee kind
of leader at the time, and to be someone, a disciple of him, you were a pretty big deal. 
And Paul when he was Saul, had everything going for him. He was a righteous man and 
yet whenever Jesus came on the scene, Jesus was speaking to Pharisees and many other 
people and telling them, "You're not good enough. You're not good to go to heaven. 
Nothing you do can make you good enough to go to heaven." And Paul here, Paul 
thought of himself as righteous and perfect and good enough and able to work his way 
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into heaven and so he hated Jesus and hated everyone who had anything to do with him 
and so went on a mission to go and kill as many as he could, Christians. So really, he was
a bit of a terrorist until one day he encounters Jesus, which you can read about yourself in
Acts where Jesus meets with Paul on the road to Damascus when Paul is walking through
Damascus, and this encounter with Jesus changes everything for Paul. He changes his 
name to Paul and he becomes a radical Christian, someone who is really chasing after 
God; someone who is obsessed with the Gospel; and he writes Romans to prove to us one
of the things it does is to prove that the Gospel does matter; that it matters to you and that
it can be verified; that it is a true Gospel and that we can believe in it.

So I'll just read from Romans 1:1-4. It says this, 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in 
the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 

And that's just the four verses I'm going to read. But I thought the introduction was 
amazing. Paul says, "Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God," the first verse, and it's what he doesn't say that really stands out to me
as well. You know, when he was still Saul, he might have started it off with saying 
something like, "Saul, son of Israel and of Benjamin, disciple of Gamaliel, the elder, the 
Pharisee," and started to really build himself up, but he doesn't do that here. He says, 
"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus," and it's all about Jesus. That whole verse, he's 
completely just taken over with God. 

He says he's a servant of Christ Jesus. Paul is one of the few people at the time who was a
freeman. He wasn't a slave and yet he called himself a slave of God, a slave of Jesus, a 
bond servant, someone who is bought, owned and ruled by Jesus. He called himself an 
apostle, someone who is sent by God, sent by Jesus on a mission. He called himself set 
apart, set apart by God for the Gospel. He was completely and utterly taken over by the 
Gospel. He just wanted to talk about God and he said that was his mission. So instead of 
talking about who he is, he talked about who he belongs to. He talks about God. That's all
he wants to talk about and he finishes that verse with saying, "set apart for the gospel of 
God," and this is what he's going to talk about in Romans, the Gospel of God.

So when you are thinking to yourself, "What is the Gospel?" and the word "Gospel" 
actually was a political word at the time. It wasn't a religious word, so much. Paul used 
the word "Gospel" and it was from the Greek euaggelion, and it really just meant "good 
news," and actually it was a political word so it meant good news in the sense of 
something happening to do with a leader. So for example, if there was a new leader born 
in the land at the time, that was euaggelion, that was good news, and it would go out to 
all people. If there was a new king that was anointed, that was really good news and they 
would go out and proclaim that. If there was a victory, there was a battle and the victory 
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was theirs, that was really good news, and in Jesus all those things are true. You know, 
Jesus was born, the true leader was born as a human being so that was really good news. 
Jesus is anointed King, he is King of kings and Lord of lords, so that's good news. And 
Jesus has had the victory over sin and death, and that is amazing news. And so the Gospel
is good news, it's good news of God.

And Paul doesn't say it like and so often in today's culture we say, as you know, we talk 
to our secular friends about secular things and our Christian friends about Christian 
things, Paul doesn't see that divide. He talks about the Gospel because he loves the 
Gospel, he loves God. It's something he wants to talk about which I think for me is a real 
challenge as a Christian, to really just make sure that this is something that really excites 
me so why shouldn't I talk about it to all those around me? Christians need to hear it. 
They need to know that God loves them, that Jesus died for them.

Paul then goes on to explain some of the reasons why this Gospel is relevant and why it's 
important to us. In verse 2, one of the reasons is that it is planned and it's promised. So 
this is not just a new Gospel, this isn't something that Paul made up, but it says in verse 2,
"which he," that's God, "promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures." This is something that has gone back centuries and centuries and thousands 
of years. You know, this isn't just a new Gospel. It's planned. It had been planned by 
God through his prophets and so the prophets who have written down the words of God.

It says "through his prophets." It's not that the prophets wrote it out of their own accord, 
they listened to God and God spoke through them and they wrote down the words of God
and that's been recorded throughout history and so through all of the Old Testament we 
see that there are many prophecies about Jesus which are fulfilled in the New Testament. 
There are so many. I actually tried to write up a list and it came up to 40 and we kept on 
going and so it's too many but I'll maybe mention a couple. One is that the Messiah 
would be born in Bethlehem, that's in Micah 5:2. He would be born of a virgin, that's in 
Isaiah 7:14. This is way before Jesus was born. The Messiah would be called Immanuel, 
that's Isaiah 7:14. He'd come from the tribe of Judah, Genesis 49:10. He would be spat 
upon and struck, Isaiah 50:6. He'd be resurrected from the dead, that's in Psalm 16:10. 
That he would be ascended to heaven, that's Psalm 24:7-10. And the list goes on. There 
are so many things throughout the whole of the Old Testament, so many promises about 
Jesus that come true in the New Testament, that come true through Jesus. Jesus is the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament and so we can see that this is a planned Gospel. It's 
something that has gone through all of history and God is in control. He's on the throne. 

And the Old Testament promises are fulfilled in Jesus in the New Testament. God keeps 
his promises and it's also another reason, so one was that it's planned and it's promised by
God, another reason we can really trust this Gospel is because it's written by God. You 
know, in verse 2 it says, "which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures." You see, if you can see the link there in verse 2, first of all God speaks, "he 
promised," so that's God speaks, it's a promise. So God speaks a promise. He speaks it 
through his prophets. So it's God, he speaks it through his prophets. The prophets then 
write this down, which is what we have today, the holy Scriptures. It's holy. It's set apart. 
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Why is it set apart? Why is it holy? Because it's God's words. God essentially wrote the 
Bible. He wrote it through people but he wrote it because essentially he spoke through 
those people. And Paul himself calls himself an apostle so he, too, was part of this where 
he was spoken to by God and he would write down God's words. Apostles and prophets, 
they both wrote down the words that God spoke to them. 

And so this is really God's words and we can trust the Bible because number 1, it's 
planned through all of history; but number 2, it's God's words; and then another reason 
we can trust the Gospel, trust the word of God is true, is in verse 3, it is "concerning his 
Son." This is about the Son of God and, you see, for that to make sense, for that to be a 
reason that we can trust the Gospel, we need to understand two things about the Son of 
God. One is that he pre-existed. He was the Son of God before he became a man. He was 
always the Son of God. He was alive before he became a human being because he's God. 
And in Romans 8:3 we read, "For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do. By sending his own Son," so his own Son was already alive, "sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh." So the 
Son became flesh, in the likeness of sinful flesh, not the same as sinful flesh because he 
wasn't sinful, but God sent Jesus into the world as flesh. 

So Jesus was alive and always was alive and number 2, he's God. In Colossians 2:9 we 
read, "For in Christ all the fullness of the deity lives in bodily form." So all the fullness of
God lives in the body, in Jesus. So Jesus was fully man when he went to this earth, but 
he's also fully God. And if this Gospel is concerning God, someone who was fully God 
and also became a human being, then that puts a huge weight to the Gospel. 

Can you see the huge weight of the Gospel? Three things, one that it's promised and 
planned; another is that it's written by God; another reason we can really trust in the 
Gospel is because it's about God's Son. So we come back to that which I mentioned at the
start, that the Creator of the universe has planned and promised good things for us and the
fulfillment of this plan is his Son Jesus Christ. You see, because Jesus is fully man and 
fully God and that's what we go on to read in verse 3 and 4, that "concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of 
God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord." Maybe you notice there how "according to the flesh" and "according to 
the Spirit"? You see, Jesus was alive according to the flesh, so he was a person and of the
highest kind. He was a King. He says he descended from David. David was a king so he's
in the royal line. So he was a King of the best kind. So he's part of the flesh but of the 
very highest kind because he's a King. He's also according to the Spirit so he's of the 
spiritual realm but also of the very highest kind because he's higher than all of the angels.
He's the Son of God. So he's the very best according to the flesh and the very best  
according to the Spirit. He's the best you could ever imagine. You know, in Hebrews 1:3 
we read that, "After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs." So Jesus is better than the angels. He is the Son of God and
he's better than a king because he's the King of kings. So he is fully man and fully God. 
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This is amazing and Paul knows this is amazing and so he just can't stop writing about it. 
This isn't something we should be offended about. This is something we should be 
amazed about, that God is willing to send his Son Jesus, who is God, into this world to 
become a human being. Why is that so amazing? Because of the reason Jesus was sent 
into this world as a human being. Jesus was sent into this world as a human being and 
grew up among us, loving us and caring for us and healing the sick and the blind and the 
diseased, but why? Why did he do that? Why did he go through this life and show love 
and kindness? Because one day he was to die for us which he did on the cross, and he 
was crucified and punished for the things that we've done wrong. 

Do you remember at the start we told that story about the virus? We have this virus called
sin but Jesus came into the world, he's God but he came as a human being into the world 
to be punished for our sins. He didn't need to be punished because he's perfect. He's the 
Son of God but he chose to come into this world and be punished for the things we have 
done wrong so that as we trust in him and thank him for dying for us and for being raised 
again back to life, then we can be forgiven and experience life with him forever. 

Now that's amazing news and you'll see that in verse 4 where I mentioned that Jesus was 
raised again from the dead. It says that, "the Son of God in power according to the Spirit 
of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord." It's not that he's a 
dead man. You can't find his body in a tomb or his remains. He is alive again. He's alive 
forevermore. He raised from the dead proving even more that he is real; that the Gospel is
worth believing in because who else can raise himself from the dead? 

God rose Jesus from the dead. He is alive again and there is so much historical evidence 
to prove that, but it's worthwhile looking into if you haven't. Look into it and see how 
everything points to it. Whenever you look at history, it points to it. Whenever we look at
all of the archaeological evidence, it points to it, that Jesus actually did rise again from 
the dead and that he is alive again forevermore and has sat at the right hand of God and 
he is in power. Do you see those words "in power, declared to be the Son of God in 
power"? God is not, Jesus is not a weak person being nailed to a cross, up against that 
cross unable to do anything, but Jesus was nailed to the cross, with a flick of the finger he
could have gotten himself off that cross but he chose to die for us and now he is in power 
in heaven, in complete control. He is on a throne and we just need to trust in him.

He said, "I have died for you. I have died for your sins. You don't need to be punished 
forever." And why is this offensive to us? Why should it be offensive to us because it's 
good news? There is a cure. It's not like we're just saying that there's a virus, that we've 
all got sin and there's nothing we can do about it, we're all going to be punished. No, this 
is amazing news. This is good news. The euggalion, Gospel, good news, because Jesus 
has offered the way out of this so we can be with him forever. We don't deserve to be 
with God. We're sinners and by sinners I mean that we have acted out against God. 
Everything that we do that is wrong, everything we say and think that is wrong, is 
ultimately against God but God loves us. Even though we didn't deserve it, he sent his 
Son to die for us and all he asks us to do is to trust in him; to make him our Lord; to 
follow him. 
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He's got amazing plans for us and I know in this life things might be tough and even if 
you do become a Christian, it doesn't make life a bed of roses. Often it comes the very 
opposite and even becomes harder for us. Life doesn't come simple. No, but we have God
with us, Immanuel, God with us, and we know that one day we will be with him forever 
away from pain, away from suffering, away from sickness, away from sin, because God 
has dealt with that. We can be alive with him forever.

So if you haven't trusted God and if you haven't thought about this Gospel, I really urge 
you to think about it because it is true. The Bible proves it as such. No other book can 
prove itself the way the Bible can. The Bible proves itself because people spoke about the
future and it came to pass like nothing else. The Bible has proven itself to be true because
it's the words of God. So let's trust in that word and believe in him.

Let's pray but before I do, just to kind of get that point across again: this is the Creator of 
the universe. He's planned and promised the Gospel for us since the beginning of 
creation. We see it throughout the whole Bible and Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the 
fulfillment of that plan and he asks us to trust in him, believe in him and we can be 
forgiven forever. 

Let's pray.

Dear Lord God, I just thank you so much for this Gospel, Lord. This is good news. This is
amazing news. I know it can be so offensive to the ears of the culture in the 21st century 
when we say that there is only one way and that every other way is wrong, Lord, yet we 
know it to be true. And so it's so important for us, Lord, to share this because you offer us
a way out of our sickness, of our sin, you offer a cure through your Son Jesus Christ, 
through his blood that he has shed for us. Thank you, Lord, that your Son has died for 
our sins. Thank you that he's alive again forevermore. Thank you that Jesus Christ is 
Lord.

And I just pray for anyone here who hasn't accepted Jesus yet so let's do that tonight. 
Let's pray to you, open up their hearts and ask for forgiveness and trust in you, their 
Savior. And for those of us who do belong to you already, Lord, let us pray that we will 
be challenged and reminded, Lord, that this Gospel is amazing news and that it isn't to 
be hidden. This is an amazing light, Lord, that is to be shared with all people. So we just 
pray, Lord, you'll give us the courage and the strength to do that. In your name. Amen.
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